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Oregon State University Vice President of Marketing and Relations Steve Clark decusses the planned tuihion increase for the next academic year at Q50U

Oregon funading bottom 10 in country for higher education

By Tia Collins
Hews Condibutbor

Fven though Oregon lawmakers invest-
ed $665 million dollars in general support
for higher education, Oregon State Uni-
versity is still facing an increase in tuition
the next academic year.

05U is currently expected to increase
tuition on the Corvallis Campus by 2.2
percent for undergraduate residents,
4 percent for graduate non-residents,
2 percent for the Doctor of Veterinary
Medicine program and 3 percent for
Pharm. D, program.

The state funding agreement is con-
sidered one of the largest re-investments
in public education in the state of Ore-
gon. Despite all the perks of state fund-
ing, it has not been sufficient enough to
prevent an increase in tuition.

According to Sherman Bloomer, the

director of budget and fiscal planning
at OsU, Oregon funding is not adequate
enough to prevent tuition increases,

“Oregon had the bipgest percent
increase in state funding for higher edu-
cation of any state this yvear. However, the
state is starting from a prenty low place.
Last year we were about 47th or 48th in
funding per student in the 50 states,”
Bloomer said. “(after the increase in state
funding|We're certainly still in the bortom
ten states.”

According to Bloomer, the investment
definitely had an impact and was the first
really big increase in funding since the
state cut so much during the recession. In
2008, sate funding was around $6,428 per
student FTE I,ﬁ.iIF time equivalent—two
half-time students = 1 FTE)., By 2012, the
number dropped to 54,018 (adjusted for
inflation) and in 2006 has risen to 55,170

ladjusted for inflation).

The increase in state funding has had
many affects on the 05U campus.

“Residents had lesser (tuition) rates
than otherwise would ve been charged,”
said Steve Clark, the Vice President of
Oregon State University

One reason many students paid less
for tuition is that state funding led to an
increase in financial aid. According to
Doug Severs, the Director of Financial
Aid and Scholarships, they were able to
increase their grant funding by almaost
2 million.

*(The increase in state funding) makes
it easier to increase our grant funding
for students with E'iamuc:’agl need and it
helps keep the tuition and fees stable,”
Severs said.

According to Clark, some of the state
funding was also allocated to student

programs and services in order to
increase retention rates at OSU. Clark
stated that part of the funds were dedi-
cated towards advising students to stay
in school. The cost of college for many
families is a difficulty, but it is even more
of a burden when students drop out and
don't have a degree that allow them to
pay off their debis. Tnvestments with the
state in allowing students o complete a
degree will help them cover loans. State
funding added approximately 1.7 to $2.9
million in funding to provide for student
retention.

A portion of the state funding was put
towards making improvements on the
05U campus and sustaining the quality
of education students receive. The fund-
ing included covering the costs of operat-
ing mew facilities like the Learning Inno-
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OSU aims to keep students in school

Current first-year
retention rate:

84.4 percent

OSU goal for first-year
retention rate:

90 percent

President Ray sefs
new goals for first
year retention
rates

By Gaby Mudd
Hews Confributor

Oregon State University Presi-
dent Fd Ray recently announced
plans to not only get students to
come S, but to also ensure that

they remain there after their fresh-
man years.

In his most recent “State of the
University Address,” Ray pledged
that 05U would raise its first-year
retention rates from 84.4 percent
to 90 percent by the vear 2020, The
university has implemented '0OSU
Strategic Plan 3.0," which focuses
on improving retention and gradu-
ation rates.

The plan incorporates several
support facilities on campus to
help first-year students succeed.
Susana Rivera-Mills, Vice Provost
and Dean for Undergraduate Stud-
ies on campus, is one of the over-
seers of the plan. According to
Rivera-Mills, some of the major
factors that contribute to students
drao ijngtmt during their first year
include financial reasons, aca-
demic and emotional stress and
personal challenges.

051 has taken the first steps of
identifying students that face these
issles earﬁ' o, River-Mills said.

“We are bringing technology in
to help us be more proactive about
student advising in order to be able
to identify students who may be
encountering challenges earlier
on,” Rivera-Mills said. "This helps
us provide timely support so that
they can continue with their course

Veteran registration NEWS, PAGE 4
Kahut and Serna now after OSU, SPORTS, PAGES
Deepak Chopra talks wellness, ASE PAGES

of study.”

One of the programs intended to
increase success for new students
is the First-Year Experience, a pro-
(g-lram geared toward helping stu-

ents take the first steps in being
successful at OS50,

“Our first year experience is
designed to help students adjust
and to inform them of all of the
resouirces that are available on our
campus,” Rivera-Mills said.

Leslee Mayers, the associate
director of New Student Programs
and Family Outreach, facilitates
the prograins within in the First
Year Experience. These programs
include orientations such as START
and on campus living for first-
year students. The program also
offers U-Engage courses and aca-
demic advising once a term for

Sec Retention, Page4
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Today's Birthday |02 25/16)
Professional dreams are realized
with persigtent action this year
Parsonalventures expand (after 378,
eading to new financial conditions
\after 323). Begin a profitable two-
year phasa after 38 Partmership
flomers [after 971}, shifing your
personal priorities [afoer 716 Stir
U passon.

To get the advantage, check the
day's rating: 10 i the easiest day, 0
the most challenging

Aries |March Z-Aprl 130 — Today
is an § — Provide well far Family.
A balanced checkbook is only part
of the story. Love grows by leaps
and bourds. Accept an offer of
asmstance. A parners opinion
s important. Get ready to make 2
decisicn.

Tawrus |April 30-May 20) — Today is
89 — Today and tomarmos get busy
Wear appropeiate clothing for the
job. B could be fun. Strengthen your
nirastructure at work With study
and a boved one's support, you can
win. Get hefp if you need it

Gemani (May 21-June 201 — Today
is 8 7 — Follow your heart aver the
next b daye Do what you love,
with good company. The line blurs

between friends and famiy Play
and grow your ekils. Make a good
Impression on somecne you care
abaut.

Cancer |June 21-July 22| — Today
it 8 § — Develop a practical plan
for @ home improvement Share
details with family. Find clever ways
to cut costs. Consider long-term
plane. Deing a job right once is less
expensive than twice wrong. Get
trusted assistance.

Leo [Juby 23-fug. 22| — Today is &
7 — Writng and communications
projects flourish over the next few
days. Craft @ persuasive message.
Share it with friends. Keep your
deadlines ard your reputation for
dependabdity rises. Ask for what
you want and get it

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22| — Today is
8 3 — You can make exira money
today and tomorrow.  Lucrabee
opportunities  arise. Your friend’s
expenencs is helpful. They're saying
nice things about you_ Ask for what
you nead. Working overtime could
be profitable. Gao for it

Libra [Sept. 23-0ct. 32) — Todayis 2
9 — Things seems to fall into place
with & personal goal over the next
two days. Stick to the budget. Do the
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work nobody sees. Nurlure yourssi
with goed, simple food, exercise and
rest. Follow your heart.
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a § — Peaceful introspection suits
your mood over the next two days.
Make plans toward a big picture
goal. Take time to erjoy the present
mament. Exprese your love in litte
ways. Listen to efders.

Sagittarius (Now. X3-Dec. 21] —
Todzy is & 7 — Today and tomomow
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recent regearch. Throw paries,
hodd mestings and participate n
group endeavors. Gather adwice
ard then ponder it Follow a sirong
recommend ation.
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Grasp the practical implcgtions.
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Discues shared goals. Hatch new
ideas.
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is &n B— Discuss financizl praornities
with your parner. Get Family
opinions, and then choose wour
direction. Teamwork sets the tona.
Others sae your blind spote. Heed
the woice of experience. Listen to
somanna who koves you.
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dhE@uneponstate adu
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Tuition
Continued from page 1

vation Center and covering costs of new
faculty in areas with high student growth.

“Overall state funding is 21 percent of the
Education and General Funds in Corvallis
this vear the E&G funds are the ones that
include tuition and operate most of the
Corvallis academic functions. State fund-
ing is even a biﬁ&er part of sup&mﬁt'mg the
campus in Bend,” Bloomer said.

Clark said Oregon has a history of low
state funding in higher education:

“For the last 10 to 15 years, or more, the
percentage of state funding to the Oregon's
seven public schools has gone down from
supporting two-thivds the cost to less than
one-third,” Clark said, “Universities had to
look for alternate source of funding— phi-
lanthropy, wition, donors, expense cuts to
balance budgets—The pressure is on the
student's family and the universiry.”

According to Clark, research discovered
that in 2000, tuition for 15 credit hours was
approximately $3,654, but by the 2014/15
school year, tuition had gone up to $9,122,
One reason for that increase was inflation,
which amounted to a 40 percent change in
the cost of living on a comparable basis to
the rate in 2000,

The increase in tuition also occurred
because state funding was considered
unable to cover some of the costs of run-
ning the university.

According to Clark, 051 works hard to
manage costs to save money wherever
possible; however, somethings are bevond
the university's control and are established
by the state. These include healthcare and
PERS.

“There is a higher PERS retirement plan.
In the late BOs and early 90s, 8 percent was
promised on their pension,” said Sami
Al-AbdRabbuh, an industrial engineer
doctorate student and an Associated Stu-
dents of Oregon State University House of
Representatives member, “The state is not
supporting higher education as we should
due to high expenditure demands.”

Although there is debate about whether
the state is providing enough funding to
higher education, there are ways beyond
state funding that 050 uses to try to lower
EXpENSes,

According to Clark, expense control,
scholarships, tuition, state-funding and
the number of students we enroll at Oregon
state area all a part of the ways in which
O3S tries to %et to the right level of opera-
tion at the right tuition level without eom-
promising the university,

The University is also committed to raise
scholarships wo provide students assistance
in paying for tuition fees according to Clark.
There is 189 million scholarships and the
ﬁmdra':sln% campaign for Oregon State
University foundation.

“Foundation is private nonprofit fund-
raising foundation that provides endow-
ments for faculty, scholarships for students,
and funds to help construct and renovate
buildings,” said Clark.

The endowments and expenses that
proved for faculty members are ways in
which 05U encourages the best and bright-
est faculty members to come to OSU so
that students can get a quality education.

"There are cost increases every vear on
the programs and services we currently

offer. Things like utilities, insurance, cus-
todial services, etc. all go up as they do
for any public or private sector enterprise.
These are really important as we want to
make sure we are bringing the best faculty
and staff to Corvallis and that we keep them
here,” Bloomer said.

Other incentives used to bring in the best
faculty include giving out raises even when
tuition for students is going up.

“Tuition rates are essential and it could
be counter productive if we disinvest inthe
quality or quantity of advisers and teachers.
Waiting lists would raise and quality would

o down which means that the value of a
egree would not be sufficient enough to
compete globally for work,” Clark said.

Getting the best of the best is linked to
setting a better education and a more valu-
able degree.

“Meed to get the best of the best. Rais-
es are important, we should treat them
as part of the solution. That solution
includes having the best man in power,”
said Al-Abdrabbuh,

In order to pay for resources that add to
the quality of degrees available at the uni-
versity tuition is often increased, but state
funding can help ease or even bring down
these costs.

“Tuition covers a lot of those increases,
so keeping tuition dewn means findin
another source of funding to help wit
those cost increases (like state funding)
or reducing the scope of some service or
program we're currently offering,” Bloomer
said, “The increased state support is a huge
part of why we're able to propose the low-
est tuition increases for next year we have
seen in many years."

There are many things students can do
to try to encourage more state funding,
Clark suggests that students continue to
wiork with state legislature in order to make
higher education a priority. Clark explains
that the state funding is involved in funding
K-12, social services, law enforcement and
other essential state services in addition to
higher education. As a result the state has
to find a balance.

“2017 it is anticipated that retirement
benefits increase even more. No single
answer, (to lowering tuition) cost cutting,
cost maintenance, fndraising, state sup-
port and enrollment management are all
used to moderate or with stand future
tuition increases. We need to work with leg-
islatures, donors (and) students to budget
effectively,” Clark said, “For tuition to go
down, an increase in state funding would
need to be provided in a very significant
way.

Going beyond lobbying is also another
way to lower tuition expenses and increase
state funding.

“Lobbying would work by increasing
awareness and the awareness is going to
help us act on it. This could lead to poten-
tial solutions.” Al-Abdrabbuh said. “Lobby-
ing by itself is not encugh. Students need
to be more vigilant, and there needs to be
more pmductiv'ml,; and innovation going
into solving problem of a consistently
increasing tuition. State funding is neces-
sary, but not sufficient.”

bore rewsoregonsiate edu
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Student veterans ask
for priority registration

New law gives
veterans early
pick of classes

By Chas Johnson
Hews Condibutor

Talks between Veteran lead-
ers at Oregon State University
and the school’s administra-
tion concerning a new Ore-
gon law that mandates public
universities and community
colleges provide priority reg-
istration o military veterans
are now underwvay on campus.

Veteran and Family Student
Association President, Donald
Phillips, is one of the student
leaders who have voiced their
concerns o the OSU adminis-
tration only satisfying the mini-
mium requirements of the law.

Phillips is not happy with the
university's current adaptation
of the law:

“I don't think that the way
that they're doing it makes
them worthy of a ‘Military
Friendly award," said Phillips,
referencing the 2016 award
from Victory Media that OSU
received.

Phillips has met with the
regisirar, regisirars assistant
and fock Mills, the OSU Direc-
tor of Government Relations
to discuss the implementa-
tion of HLB. 2645, the bill that
mandatesuniversities provide
military veterans with priority
registration.

“They told us that they are
implementing it to the mini-
i standard required. Any-
thing more, theywould need a
reason for," Phillips said. “They
asked us to submit a plan on
other ways that priority reg-
istration could work, we did
within the week. That was in
the beginning of December.”

Phillips met with the univer-
sity again Feb. 18.

“They did specifically ask
that we try to handle it in
house, and not reach out to
legislation. From my under-
standing they lave had meet-
ings with other individuals
since our (Dec) meeting. It
appears that they are attempt-
ing to work with us, but any
type of priority registration
past the mininum s still onky
a possibility currently,” Philips
saidl. “Ifwe don't get somethin,
satisfactory in place for next Eaﬁ
then we will likely be reaching
ot to legislation.”

Associated Students of Ore-
gon State University Direc-
tor of Veterans Affairs, Darren
Nguyen, has been working on
the issue of veteran priority
registration alongside I?h;'l]jpé.

"The meeting went bet-
ter than expected,” Nguyen
said, veferencing the Feb 18
meeting.

WNguyen stated that while
there was no guarantee of
actual change, he anticipated
being informed on a weekly
basis of registrar conversations

about priority registration for
VELETAns.

“We askexd for veteran prior-
ity registration for Cregon State
University student veterans to
be in the same category as stu-
dent-athletes,” sakd Nguyen.

MEuven wants veteran pri-
ority registration structured
similarly to the way student
athletes register, but an a hour
later.

Nguyen and Phillips said
they could not recommend
OSU to other veterans with the
current situation the way it is.

“If you're looking for a vet-
eran community where vou
can transition pretty well, it's
not the best university to go
to," said Nguyen.

Phillips had
Sentimerts,

“Unless theyre going into,
specifically, engineering, I
wolld not recommend OSU
for veterans. It sucks to say
that. OSU was my first choice
school, | wanted to come to
05U, wanted to be in Corval-
lis, in the area” Phillips said.
“It's disappointing.”

The Oregon House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate
voted unanimously to approve
House Bill 2645 in 2015. Gover-
nar Brown signed her approval
June 15 2015 and HE 2645
became law on Jamuary 1, 2016,
MNow public universities and
community colleges across

See Veterans, Fage 4
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0SU Wind Symphony, Dana Biggs, director




4 = THE DAILY BAROMETER » THURCD <y, FEERUARY 25, 2016

Duration of veteran priority regisiration among Oregon schools

Eastern Oregon University
Oregon Institute of Technology
Porfland State University

Southern Oregon University

University of Oregon

Veterans
Continued frompage 3

Oregonare fguring out plans for their
oW systerms of priority registration
ertaining to veterans, The deadline
or implementation being Sept. 15,
2016

Subsection 4(b) of the bill reads, “4)
A priority enrollment system estab-
Ii.sEed pursiant to this section must,
at a minimum, provide that a quali-
fied studentwho has completed new
student orientation requirements for
enrollment has priority registration
for enrollment over [.._}(bf Persons
who are not qualified students and
who are registering for the first time
for envollment at a community col-
lege or public university listed in ORS
200k |

“Since its introduction, H.E. 2645
has been discussed and amended
multiple times to include language
that only obligates universities to
grant priority registration to the first
term a Student Veteran enrolls, after
thevve completed an orientation,”
Portland State University'’s Raymond
Facundo of the Veteran Resource
Center (VRC) explained in a VRC
memorandum.

The memo states a veteran must
take at least 12 credits per term to
receive their full housing stipend, if
they cannot take a needed course
because it is full, they may face a
financial burden.

“Programs like the Post9,/11 GI Bill

grant the user 36 months of tuition
and housing benefits. The GI bill will
not pay for any class during that time-
frame, but only the courses that follow
their specific degree plan,” Facundo
said, elaborating on the problems
this still leaves veterans in terms of
scheduling, “This can be problematic,
as many veterans come into PSU with
transfer credits from military service,
which automatically fill in their gen-
eral elective requirements.”

PSU is similar in size to 05U
according to enrollment reports and
numbers provided by OS17 and PSTL
PSU's reported enrollment for Fall
2015 was 28,076, with 878 veter-
ans, comprising approximately 3.1
percent of the student body. OSU
reported a Fall 2015 envollment of
29,576 students, with 965 total vet-
erans comprising approximately 3.3
percent of the student body.

PSU has chosen to do s to incorpo-
rate qualified veterans into the exst-
ing priority registration framework.

“Veterans and Student Athletes
share the same date for priority reg-
istration in a given term. Students
registered through our Disability
Resource Center have the first date
for priority registration, followed by
Veterans, Student Athletes and con-
tinuing Graduate students,” PSU's
registrar explained.

Facundo said PSU worked to keep
the priority registration for veterans
actually prioeity.

“Considering the fact that all new
students are first enrolled after ori-

entation, and those relying on the Gl
Bill and otherVA educational benefits

are still fighting to get into the courses
they need in order o finish their
degrees, we feel that the ‘priority’
was lost,” Facundo said, summariz-
ing PSU% reasoning for exceeding
minimum compliance.

William Elfering, the Military and
Veteran Resources Advisor at OSU
said the university is still working on
their plan o implement H.B. 2645.

“The administration is working
with some members of our student
veteran community to better undet-
stand how priority registration would
affect their ability to use their VA
educational benefits," Elfering said,

08U'%s registrar, Hebecca Math-
em, touched on the emphasis of
communication between veterans,
other student leaders, and the school
administration in this process.

“There are other conversations
currently oceurring about how 05U
can help other populations of vet-
erans (and dependents) get prior-
ity registration above and beyond
what 15 required. The idea is to find
out how we can serve not only our
veterans but other students who are
under restrictions to complete their
przﬁmm in a timely way,” Mathern
said. “Of course, the goal is that all
students, regardless of student type,
can get into the courses they need,
when they need them.”

The office of State Representative
Andy Olson also spoke to HB 2645
and its adoption at OSLL

Oregon State University

Western Oregon University

“Rep. Olson has spoken with OS50
in regards to implementing HB 2645
and feels confident the adminis-
tration is fulfilling the minimum
requirements of the bill,” Olson's
representatives said. “Additionally,
051 is taking further steps to review
the long term picture in assuring all
students on fixed financial benefits
graduate as quickly as possible.”

Oiregon universities are varied
when it comes to satisfying the mini-
mum requiremnents for H.B. 2645, or
going beyond that. According to their
respective registrars and officials,
Eastern Oregon University, Oregon
Institute of Technology, Southern
Oregon University, and PSU are all
choosing to offer priority registra-
tion to veterans until the veteran
graduates.

05U officials have repeatedly stat-
ed that they will maintain compli-
ance with the law.

The 1T of O registrar has stated
that they are already in compliance
with the law, and have no plans to
make changes beyond what the law
TEUiTeEs,

"Western Oregon University is cur-
rently engaged in discussions regard-
ing how we will implement priority
registration for veterans as legislated
in Oregon House Bill 2645." Western
Oregon University’s registrar said.

When asked for comment on
051 involvement in the develop-
ment of HE 2645, 0SU's Mills, pro-
vided an explanation.

“We were not aware of the bill

until after it was introduced. Once
we reviewed the bill, we approached
the sponsor, Rep. Brad Witt (D-Clats-
kanie), who enabled us to draft an
amendment that sought to ensure
that veterans received academic
nd':'jising prior to registeation,” Mills
said.

The Oregon House of Representa-
tives' amendment to A-Engrossed
H.B. 2645 was passed by the House
on March 23, 2015, and was included
in the final draft of the bill.

Mills said that priority registration
doesn't help veterans if they don't
know what classes to register for in
order to graduate with the degree
they desire. According to Mills, 05U
requires academic advising for all
students and the amendment simply
sought to ensure that veterans did
not embark on acourse of study that
didn't achieve their academic goals.

051 officials involved with the bill
also testified in support of the bill
adding veteran dependents to the
legislation.

“Our sole goal in suggesting
amendments to the bill was to
increase the bills effectiveness for
veterans,” said Mills.

Mathem noted that in late Feb. or
early March Q51 will be announcin
opportunities for discussion aroun
veteran priority registration and will
be requesting some student leaders
to co-lead these discussions.
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Retention

Continued frompage 1

new students. According to Mayers, these
four components of the First Year Experi-
ence were chosen based on national data
that suggests students are more likely to
be retained if a university offers these
EXperiences.

“These components can all be tracked
with data.” Mavers said. “Students tend to
have higher GPAs when they live on cam-
pus their first year, they tend to perform
well and benefit from U-Engage classes,
and orientations help keep the overwhelm-
ing transition to college more manageable.”

Rivera-Mills also highlights other sup-
port programs on camjpus that are designed
to help mentor students such as the Aca-
demic Success Center, the TRiO Program,
EOP CAMP and many move.

The Academic Success Center helps stu-
dents by offering five services including the
Writing Center, the University Exploratory
Science Program, Academic Coaching, ALS
classes and Supplemental Instruction.

Jesse Nelson, the director of the Aca-
demic Success Center, said the center plays
a vital role in retaining first-year students.

“If you look at students pursuing a
degree, there a three factors that determine
if a student is going to stay; their experi-
ences in the classroom, their experiences
putside classroom and their financial situ-
ation,” Nelson said. “The ASC helps directly
with the first two but, unfortunately, the
financial piece is not as relevant to us, how-
ever we do help students with their course
completion, which keeps them on track to
receive their financial aid.”

The TRiO Program is another resource
on campus that targets a more specific
at-risk group of dropping out of college.
Rivera-Mills said there are many challenges

that some students can experience during
their first year.

“We see retention gaps among students
that come from lower socioeconomic
backgrounds, who might be first in their
family to attend college, or who identify
as part of an underrepresented group,”
Rivera-Mills said.

The TRIO Program works with students
who have been admitted into any major
or discipline in the university and, are low
income, a first generation student or have a
disability. The TRiO program offers helptul
services such as free tutoring, a peer men-
toring program, and free printing to help
these students.

Amy Davila-Klautzsch, the academic
counselor and peer mentor coordinator of
the program commented on the difference
between traditional college students and
low income students, and the impacts of
being a member of an underrepresented
ETOLIP ON CAMLPUS.

“First generation students do not have
the same kind of support from home as
traditional students and they often do
not have someone to help them with the
process,” Davila-Klautzsch said. "Being
a first-generation student is harder than
being low income in my opinion, and most
of our students are both.’

Rivera-Mills reiterated that the best
way to help with student retention rates
is to give them the necessary resources to
be successful in their transition into the
university.

“Bottom line, the key to supporting these
students is in being able to identify them
early enough to provide the needed sup-
port and help them overcome challenges
:3.11::':1j persist to graduation,” Rivera-Mills
said.

bare newsoregonsiaie edu
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Where are they now?
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COURTESY OF ASSOCIATED PRESS
Kicker Justin Kahutin the 2007 game against UMDY scenng
the game-winning field goal in 050" 23-2] win.

Alexis

Mow: Serna spent almost three sea-
sons in the Canadian Football League
after leaving OSIL. In 2010 while in
Canada, Serna married his girlfriend of
sixyears, Julia Garcia; the two originally
met as students at OSU when Garcia
was an RA in Serna’s dorm.

Serna was released in Aug. 2010 by
the Winnipeg Blue Bombers, so he
refurned to Corvallis and went thro
a sie-month training process with
Corvallis Police Department. He was
hired on the condition that he passed
a psychology test, For reasons he never
learned, Serna failed the test.

“That was kind've an ‘oh crap’
moment for me" Sema said, who
learned he failed on his 27th birthday:
“One of the fortunate things for me was
{then-head coach Mike) Riley. One of
his big things was: ‘never blink.' Basi-

cally, just saying that never know
whaFth mg%ppmut you cant
WOy tit”

Despite having no professional expe-
rienc:PurutsidE 1% fugtbaﬂ. Serma Icgrut

By Josh Worden
Senior Beat Reporter

Justin
Kahut

At OSU: \When
Kahut finshed his
caresr in 2010, ke
47 field goak trailed
only his predeces-
sor Alexr Serma in
08U history. Kahut hit
game-winning field
goak against Arzona
in 2008 and UMDY in
20075, and he scored
the only point: n
D5 30 win in the
2008 Sun Bowl

Serna

Football kicker, 2003-2007

his head on straight as he looked for
career options, Soon, he landed a job
at Sherwin-Williams and joined their
Mmanagement raining program. A cou-
ple promotions later, he now works as
a representative in Salem. Recall-
ing the leadership and mentoring from e lal
coach Riley, Serna implements similar o5 a8
styles of puidance in his position with the £
clients and coworkers.

“That’s kind of a neat thing for me
because [ really love to mentor le
and really like to help out as mupé?ggsl
can,” Serna said.

Alexis and Julie also have one child,
Sebastian, aged two and a half and
already a budding OSU fan. Serna’s
successor s O51's kicker, Justin Kahut,
is Sebastian’s godfather.

“(Sebastian) is an absolute Beaver
nut,” Serna said. “He can recite the
entire OSU fight song already. If you
say ‘Go Ducks around him, his mouth
drops open and he says, ‘O, said
a hgg '.i:rcrd.' So uemalreadyyguained
him well."

(&

The Bottom Line

Football kicker, 2006-2010

Now: Kahut is engaged to be mar-
ried in July: he and his fiancé Julie
initially met on ChristianMingle.com.

Within two months of signing up
for the online dating service, Kahut
thought it was “a joke” and decided to
canecel his subscription. He forgot to do
s0, however, and it renewed automati-
cally. A month later, Julie messaged him

the two Skyped multiple times over
the next two weeks. Kahut flew down
to Sacramento to see her — Julie lives
in Phoenix but was u'i&iﬁng{h&! %and-
mother — but they did not mesh well
on their first face-fo-face meeting,

“I think her grandma and I hit it off
more than her and 1 the first day,” Kahut
said, “Luckily it was a full weekend, so
we got to know each other. Both us were
fu ike, ‘Hey, we both knowwhat we're
ooking for, lets be intentional about
this thing."

Kahut was already headed to Hawai'i
for the Pro Bowl on Jan. 31, so he sur-
Fr‘is&d Julie brinfi.ng her with him
our days earfly and he proposed on
0'ahu’s north shore.

“Dur dates have been reall ef-
sive, use we fly to each DA[EBF

As for his career, Kahut had already
locked up a job with the engineering
company Kiewit when he was a junior
at 051, He worked there for a time
before moving to Nike, where he has
worked in product development since
Jan. 2014

“It's been awesome,” the 27-year-old
said, who now works with former OSU
wide receiver Mike Hass in Portland. “A
lot of skills I learned in my engineerin
job and classes [at Q51T translated we
to the development role.”

ing of OSU connections: Kahut

Serna, who together held a monop-

oly on OS1I's starting kicker job for the

miajority of 2004-2010, are very close

friends today and Kahut is the godfa-
ther of Sernd’s son Sehastian.

“Pretty cool since before [ came to
05U 1 was Sernas number one fan,”
Kahut said.

Kahut spends in time i Portland
working at Nike, coaching high school

ickers in the Portland area and vol-
unteering at Younglife's Capemaum
program, which hosts activities for
people with disabilities. Kahut is also
the kicking coach at Lewis & Clark Col-
i‘on‘nerﬂSU coach Jay Locey.

lege under

COURTESY OF UNNWERSITY OF STANFORD

Alexe Serma watches hie fourth auarterfield gealsplit
the uprights in O5U"% 23-6 win over Stanford in 2007

TWEET OF THE DAY

407

UPCOMING EVENTS

Mo better feeling in the world OF THE DAY M Basketball 2/26 @ Stanford

than passing the filness test. Wresiling 2/27 @ Pac-12 Championships
M oy Oregon State softball’s baifing W. Basketball 2/28 @ Califomia
Caleb Michael average, 4th best in the NCAA
@¢ michig M Basketball 2/28 vs Washingion 5t
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Braly’s Blazers

57 games into the grueling
NBA season, the Trail Blaz-
ers find themselves with a
winning record and amidst a

tightly packed playoff race in
the Western Conference,

Mot a single person who
fillowws the NBA closely would
have predicted the Blazer's
success back at the start of the
season in October. Who would
have blamed them? Rip City
had its heart ripped out when
the team’s core departed for
STEENET pastures.

Lamarcus Aldridge choose
to play for the Spurs for a
better chance at winning a
championship, while Wesley
Matthews decided to play in
Dallas for more money. Nic
Bamum was traded to Charlotte
for the promising NoahVionleh
and the veteran Gerald Hen-
derson. Lastly Robin Lopex
understood that he wouldn't fit
into the new look Blazers and
signed with the Knicks.

80% of the starters from last
year's team went on to play
elsewhere, :

Who do we owe the credit
for suceess to? Paul Allen? MNeil
Olshey? Terry Stotts? Damian
Lillard? The answer: All of the
a h

Paul Allen is one of the best
owners in professional sports-
- H on top of owning the
Trail Blazers, Allen also owns
the ultra successful Seattle
Seahawks. He is passionate
about winning and is quick to

trust the expertise of his staff
Be glad, Rip City, that you
have Meil Olshey as a gen-

eral manager. He has made
some of the smartest transac-
tions in the NBA this vear. The
replacements he signed at the

rice e got them is incredible,
Maurice Harkless was essen-
tially free, and the bargain deal
Al-Farougq Aminu signed has
made it possible to pursue a
big time free agent during the
off season.

Olshey is also probably pret-
ty ﬁuud at finding cool clothes

1t Hoss Dress For Less.

I'm certain that head coach
Terry Stotts lent Olshey a help-
ing hand in choosing quality
plavers. Together they con-
struieted a team that was more
than competitive, and they did
it while staying beneathi the
salary minimurm. This is a tes-
tament to Stotts and his staff
and their ability to develop
and create an environment
cnniiuciw: t‘?hgrmmm 1

Players who ulate the
BJE.ZE]BSITJSIIEI’WEEED Em:\e disre-
spected and overlooked. Nei-
ther C.J. McCollum nor Lillard
were highly touted high school
recruits and both were under
the radar on their respective

draft nights.

Portland is Aminus fourth
team alp and Harkless was
traded for a 2020 second round
pick. The roster is riddled with
players with a chip on their
shoulders and they all play like
they have something to prove.

Lillard’s most recent ‘chip’
comes from missing the All-
Star game--he also wasn't
invited to the 2014 All-Star

ame, but he made it in

ecause of an injury. It's no
All-5tar no problem for him.
Immediately following this
viesar's All-Starweekend, Lillard
exploded for the best game
of his career thus far, a game

ainst perhaps the best team
in WBA history, the Golden
State Warriors. In the win, he
scored 51 points, dished o
seven assists and hustled his
way to six steals, all without
comumitting a s'sng]e fLITIOVER.

O yeab, he did all that in a
measly 31 minutes.

It should be noted that even
after the Blazers borderline
destroyved the best team in
basketball, Warriors shootin

ard Klay Thompson calle
their loss to Portland a ‘fluke.’
1 wish everyone would disre-
spect the Trail Blazers like that,
its obviously fueling the team'’s
fire to prove people wrong.

Since the start of 2016, the
Blazers are in the midst of an
admirahle 16-6 record, that's
only three more losses than
theWarriors as they sit at 20-3,

A major shift has haEFmed
mid-season for the Blazers,
How could a team built from
rubble make such a rapid
improvement?

Stotts has created an envi-
ronment amongst the team
where players are all on the
same page and want to get
better. Their synchronization
has created unity; and I'd argue
that they have the best team
chemistiy in the whole league,
which has led to recent suc-
cess, winning their past six
garmes.

The main focus of refine-
ment has been on the defen-
sive side of the ball. During the
current hot streak, the Blazers
host the fifth best defensive
rating in the league. Lillard,
McCollum and most of their
teammates have been ridi-
culed for their r individ-
ual defense and before the
teamn shored up this weakness,
the chaff was deserved. Their
vastly improved defense has
allowed them to rocket all the
way up the standings, now
theey are tied for sixth place in
thee Western Conference with
Dallas.

Even though the Blazers are
out performing their expecta-
tions, it's hard w see them hav-
ing a shot to advance durin
the postseason. If the playofts
were today, their first round
matchup would be against
the Spurs, who are freakish-
by gzood when you peel your
eves off Golden State. Along
with San Antonio being an
amazing basketball team that
would be ough to beat, T dont
think Blazer fans could endure
4 seVen game series against
Lamarcus Aldridge, so let's
hope the team keeps winning.

If the Elazers were to con-
tinue their upward trend and

Blazers heating up

GAME |W/L|SCORE DL-STATS
EHouston W 96-79 | 21pts. 10 assts.
@Memphis W | 112-106 | 33 pts. 5 assts.
Houston W | 116-103 | 31 pts. 9 assts.
Golden State | W | 137-105 | 51 pts. 7 assts.
Utah W | 115-111 | 30 pts. 5 assts.
Brooklyn W | 112-104 | 34 pts. 4 assts.

earn the sixth seed outright,
round one would be against
Oldahoma City, the team that
has two of the best three play-
ers in the league on its roster.
The 'easiest’ way for Port-
land to make any sort of noise
corne April is to get all the way
up to the fifth seed, creating a
matchup with the over rated,
underachieving, seum of the
earth, garbage fire some peo-
ple call the Clippers--soiry, 1
really really dislike the Clip-
pers: This is the most winnable
series possible for the Blazers,

BElake Griffin of the Clippers,
earned a trip to the hospital
in late January after repeat-
edly punching one of his staff
members, Consequently, Grif-
fin broke his fourth meta-
carpal in his shooting hand.
Nobody truly knows when he
will retum to the court, and
when he does it's likely that
he won't be the same player.
Not playing competitive bas-
ketball for that long can take a
real toll on conditioning, and

on top of that he will have to
relearn how to shoot--kind of
an important skill if you want
1o be a good basketball player.
Griffin's injury combined with
the fact that Dedndre Jordan
will never have postseason
siccess makes the Clippers
the preferred choice in the
first round.

So far, Portland has had
one of the most entertaining
basketball teams this seasorn.
Originally, the Blazers were
predicted to be the second
worst team in the NBA, only to
the lowly 76ers. Obviously this
isnit the case, the organization
has tmed a rebuilding season
inte a serious push for the
playoffs and they pulled it all
off while still having flexibility
in the future, either through
the dratt or free agency.

The Trail Blazers organiza-
tion has built a team that Rip
City can be proud of.

@n Twither #max_braly
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Senators: Do your job

———

'i'l n
By lack eatng
Forum contributor

The recent death of Supreme Court
Tustice Antonin Scalia has sparked a few
debates within the American politics
SCENE,

As President of the United States,
Barack Obama has the right to nominate
whornever he chooses for the position.
There are no parameters for who can be
chosen—even of age, prior law experi-
ence, or birthplace—so the President
has quite a bit of freedom in choosing
a candidate.

Conversely, the Senate has the job
of reviewing the Presidents nomina-
tion and either approving or denying
it. However (and perhaps not shock-
ingly), some Republican members of the
Senate—most notably Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell—refuse to do
their jobs.

Although Obama has yet to choose
a nominee for the empty seat in the
Supreme Court, Bepublican senators are

already declaring that they will not delib-
erate on any nominee Obama puts for-
ward. Basically, this comes down to the
fact that Congress consists of a Republi-
can majority, while President Obama will
likely choose a left-leaning nominee the
way he nominated Sonia Sotomayor in
2009 and Flena Kagan in 2010,

Since Scalia was a Republican who was
known for leaning very far to the right
ot the political spectrum, replacing him
with a Democrat would tip the balance
in the Democrats' favor, the thought of
which Republican senators can't stand.

As CNN has reported, "The decision
not to hold hearings is a historic move
from the Senate, which has regularly
held confirmation hearings for nominees
since hearings became routine in 1955.7

[t is clear that the Senate needs to get
over its problems, We're paying senators
close to 5200,000 per-vear salaries in
the hopes, however faint, that they will
do their jobs. For them to refuse to even
see whomever Obama deems fit for the
position is childish and basically just
work-shirking,

They should at the very minimum do
what we would expect them to do: argue
ahout Obama's nomination, deliberate,
delay, delay some more, and eventually
deny the nominee. Then, when Obama
put forth a different candidate, repeat the
cycle again until finally he's out of office.
But no, the Republican Senate seems
decided that they won't even do that.

Perhaps the best plan of action would

be to nominate Donald Trump for the
position, therefore taking him out of
the race for the presidency. This would
make the Republican presidential candi-
dates about as gleeful as the Democratic
ones (if you listen closely, you can hear
Mrs. Clinton cackling), and would give
the Senate its conservative justice. Of
course, this would make life hard on the
current justices, but that's a small price
to pay, right?

I'm joking, of course, but obviously
something needs to be done so that the
Suinrmnf: Court can go back to being a
fully-staffed, fully-functioning govern-
ment body. The Court can s.tillgﬂ accept
cases with their current number of eight
Justices, but it ssff.nruhah]e that many
cases may see a deadlocked 4-4 vote,
and Republican senators seem willing
to wait a full year and a half until a new
president is elected before accepting a
nomination for confirmation hearings.

1 understand their concerns, because
the Suprere Court plays such a lofty role
in how the Constitution is interpreted
and how laws are put into effect, but
that doesn't mean that they can refuse
to do the jobs that the American people
pay them to do. The Republican senators
need to buck up and discuss anyone for
the position whom the President decides
to nominate.

The opinions expressed in Kearing's
column do not recessarily reflect those
of The Datly Barometer staff:
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Senate Majerty Leader Mitch McC ennel [R-Kentucky] s ene of a few Repubklicans whe disapprove of a
new Supreme Court Justice being selected before a new president takes office.
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International
degree needed

Letter to the editor

The International Degree was not only an important part of
my undergraduate experience at Oregon State, but also setme
dowrn a path of international work that I've been an ever since.

For my thesis, which counted doubly for the International
Degree and Honors College requirernents, [ wrote and admin-
istered a survey to high school students in Oregon and Chile,
where I studied abroad in the fall of 2007 {for mv second time;
1 first studied abroad i the fall of 2005 to Angers, France).

I look back on my undergraduate thesis sometimes and
shake my head at how amateur it seems 1o me now, but [
am also so grateful [ had the opportunity to conduct inter-
national research as an undergraduate student. I'm grateful
to the advisors in OSU's International Programs office, who
encouraged me in any research ideas I cooked up, no matter
how hare-brained.

Advisors in the Honors College and my thests advisor in
the English Department, Dr. Laura Rice, were profoundly
positive, pushing me to produce a thesis [ was and still am
proud of. That experience, of thinking up a research ques-
tion, getting nstitutional Review Board (IRB) approval, and
conducting interational research cemented a deep interest
in international affairs, and definitely opened doors to more
international opportunities,

After g;raduatinghfmm Oregon State in 2008 with degreesin
English and French, in addition to the International Degree,
I moved to France for a year to teach English to primary stu-
dents in the French Minisiry uE'F.ducatlnnE assistarte progranm.
After that, | applied to the Peace Corps and served 6 months
in Niger (before getting evacuated by Al Qaeda of the Islamic
Maghreb) and a vear and a half in Malawi. learned a Master's
degree in Global Human Development from Georgetown Uni-
versity in May 2015 and U'm cuwrrently working as a Monitorin
and Evaluation Specialist for a small NGO (Just Like My Chil
Foundation), based in Luwero, Uganda (#ugandadecides think
of us and pray for peace). In my work now as a Monitoring
and Fvaluation Specialist, I regularly design and administer
surveys to qualitatively and quantitatively assess the impact of
programs and projects. My International Degree thesis paved
the way for this work,

As a senior in high school, [ chose to stay in-state o go to
05U, which may have seemed like alimiting option but actu-
ally opened so many more doors than ifThad gone anywhere
else. Because 05U was more affordable than any of the other
universities | applied to, I was able to take summer classes and
2 extra terms to receive 3 degrees, including the International
Degree. | studied abroad twice, and as a result of all this, | now
work as an intermnational development professional. A global
perspective is an essential asset that OSU needs to continue
offering to all its students, now more than ever. L am proud to
be an alum of the International Degree program at OSU and
051 should be proud to offer such a unique and important
program.

Annette MeFarland

OSLF Afumna, Class of 2008

Letters

Leffers o the editor are welcomed and will be printed on a frst-
received basis. LeHers mustbe 200 word s or fewer and include dhe
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mentname and phone numb er. Authors ofe-maile d k= Hers will recene
a reply for the purpose of verificafion. Le fters are subject to editing
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DEADLINE:
Mon., April 18, 2016

Research Funding
Opportunity for Undergrads

Undergraduate Research,
Innovation, Scholarship &
Creativity (URISC)

Applications are being accepted for Fall,
Winter and/or Spring Terms 2016-17

http:/fresearch.oregonstate. edu/incentivefundergraduate-
research-innovation-scholarship-creativity-urisc

Oregon State

UNIVERSITY
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liberalarts.oregenstate. edu/music

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS | SCHOOL OF ARTS AND COMMUNICATION

tate University

7:30 PM

The Lasells Stewart Center
B7S 5W 26th Street, Corvallis
TICKETS: 57 advance / $10 dooar
vauith and 05U students Tres with 1D
Online tickets at tickettomato.com

Featuring the
ST-COAST PREMIERE
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Deepak Chopra comes to OSU
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All Age
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Saturday, February 27
Earphunk

Monday, February 29

Frealkwater
Jaye Javle

Saturday & Sunday,
Mareh 4 & 5
Sound & Light
Waorkshops
3:00-5:00 PM

Wednesday, March 9

Andrea Gibson
00K

£th & Lincaln in Eugens
541-687-2T46
wereowawhall.or
wvv. facebook comfthe'WWOWVhall

Achieving
well-being by
conciousness

By Shiana Rom os

Arts & Enfertainment Editor

Amy Elliott had two dreams
about Deepak Chopra in a
week. Then she found out he
was holding an event at 05U,

“some people might say it
was coincidence, 1 say it was
spirit,” Elliott said.

Elliott made the decision to
spend the scarce amount of
funds that her and hushand
have left on a ticket. Due to
Elliot's pregnancy, she has
been unable to work. When
going [hruu%h the hardest
times of her life, Elliott used
Chopra's teachings to help
her heal.

“I want to share that level
of power with parents. That
vou really can tune into your-
self and tune into what he

Deepak] would probably

call ‘cosmic intellipence’ or
‘consciousness’ and have a
divect affect on vour reality
and children.”

Elliott has a degree in a
psvchology and her own pri-
vate practice where she does
intuitive and energy work for
trauma patients, in addition
to one-on-one coaching for
parents.

“I took the opportunity to
hand him some of my work
because it is applying all of
this — all of 1Ee wonderful
messages that he has had
to share,” Elliot said. 1 have
been able to basically articu-
late his work into parenting
language.”

Chopra's lecture, “The
Future of Well-being” on
Feb. 23 aimed o expand the
awareness of the audience
by presenting recent find-
ings that show a comelation
berween spirituality and
phiysical health.

Chopra presented the

CORVALLIS-0SU SYMPHONY presents

THE FINAL FRONTIER ¢

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 3:00 PM

LaSells Stewart Center

Marlan Carlson, h-lu;_ilr___[yczﬂev——"—\
Space E_plomﬁ'r'l’ Themed Pieces from Select Films

with Shelley Moon, poem reader
~Rob Birdwell, conductor

Tomasi: Concerto for Saxophone and Orchestra
with Mathan Boal, saxophone

Richard Strauss: Thus Spake Zarathustra

RESERVED TICKETS: 522, 527, $32

wyrw.cosusymphaony.arg

GENERAL ADMISSION TICKETS: $20

Grass Roots Books & Music
Gracewinds Music

CARA discounts apply

please call 541-286-5580,

prefasably at least one waek in advance.

For accommaodations for disabilities,

Students free with valid student 1D

Lorvalis

results of the S08, Seduction
af Spirit study, done by the
Chopra Foundation in collab-
oration with Harvard Medical
School, UC San Francisco,
the UC San Diego Schoaol of
Medicine and the Mount Sinai
School of Medicine.

This study intensively
monitored individuals due-
ing meditation. According to
Chopra, meditation decreases
the chances of developing ill-
nesses related to aging,

“At the genetic level people
were reversing their biological
age in 5-6 days," Chopra said.

This happens because peo-
ple are much more than their

hysical forms, according to
“hopra. Since the body is
always regenerating, then the
answer of where to approach
disease prevention could be
through practices such as
mindiulness, as shown by
this study.

“You are not a physical
body," Chopra said. “If you
were a physical body you
would have to decide which
ane.”

Every wear 98 percent of

MICKI SILV A | THE DAY BA RO METER
(Leffl Deepak Chopra speaks about the compenents that he has determined aid in achigving health called *The Five Pillars of Welkbeing " [Righf] Amy Elliott,
Eugene renident, gets book signed by Chopra. Eliet attended the lecture becavse Chopra's teachings have been influential in her life and career.

the atoms in the body are
replaced. The molecules of
skin restore themselves every
month and the liver restores
itself every six weeks. Since
the physical form is always
changing, Chopra seeks a dif-
ferent answer for how people
define the way they experi-
ence the world,

“We are not the bodies, we
are not the minds, we are the
consciousness,” Chopra said.

The development of this
consciousness will enhance
overall well-being and reduce
susceptibility to disease,
according to Chopra.

In order to gain optimum
health, Chopra presented,
“The Five Pillars of Physical
Well-being” — sleep, medita-
tion and stress managerent,
movement, emotions and
MUFiTOr.

Chopra says that sleep is
important because it is the
state in which people retun
to their "being" or “soul"
when there is awareness,
without thought.

Chopea also recommended
having feelings of love, com-

passion, joy and empathy to
promote healing of the body
and mind.

It is the limbic brain, that
evolved about 100 million
years ago, which controls our
emotions.

“Abused individuals have
limbic dissonance and this
causes hormones to go out
of balance,” Chopra said.
“Emotional, physical distress
manifest in adulthood as
disease.”

According to Chopra, emo-
tions such as fear, hostility
and anger have evolution-
arily helped us to survive but
can lead to inappropriate
amounts of stress and cause
unbalance in body:

The night ended
with a meditation that
asked four questions:

Who am 1?7 What do T want?
What is my purpose? and
What am I grateful for?

“The answers change with
time," Deepak said. “The
answers evolve.”
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The avdience in Austin Auditervrm, LaSells Stewart Center on Feb. 23



