
n Official State of the Students Address not delivered, 
joint session hears suggestions from executive  
cabinet that may benefit ASOSU efficiency, legitimacy

By Kristin Pugmire
THE DAILY BAROMETER

Last night, members of the Associated Students of Oregon State 
University met in Memorial Union East for the second joint session 
of the year. The topic of the session was the State of the Students 
Address, to be delivered by ASOSU President M. Tonga Hopoi.

Speaker of the House Drew Hatlen spoke first. Hatlen focused 
on the effort to get more students involved with ASOSU, and men-
tioned the previously proposed Bill 71.01, which, if passed, would 
have introduced student delegates into the ranks of Congress. 

“The bill died in committee, but the dream of it has not,” Hatlen 
said, adding that ASOSU will work harder in the future to receive 
student input and make them a priority. 

Hatlen stated that despite the drama of President Hopoi’s 
impeachment this term, the event has provided an opportunity to 
move forward and concentrate on the needs of the students, giving 
them “the government they deserve.”

In conclusion, Hatlen announced the formation of a new govern-
ment affairs team consisting of representatives from both ASOSU 
and the Oregon Students Association. This winter, the team will 
host a three-week training process for any members of ASOSU 
hoping to learn more about and become involved in the lobbying 
process in Salem. 

When President Hopoi took the podium to deliver her address, 
she announced that she will hold an official State of the Students 
Address on Jan. 18, when her current suspension has ended and 
she has officially returned to office. 

Hopoi then yielded the floor to Vice President Sokho Eath. 
Eath commended members of Congress for the work done so 

far this year and encouraged them to become involved with the 
ASOSU/OSA government affairs team. 
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Vice President proposes ideas to increase ASOSU accountability

Research suggests hormone might 
influence how we comfort others
n Unique psychological study 

leads to more research on  
how oxytocin affects behavior

By Michael Mendes
THE DAILY BAROMETER

A new research study has identi-
fied a gene that influences the way 
humans respond to each other.

According to the study, people car-
rying one particular variant of the 
oxytocin receptor gene, dubbed the 
“G” variant, not only displayed more 
empathetic nonverbal behavior than 
those with the “A” variant, but were 
also judged to be more empathetic 
by a selection of observers.  

The study was conducted by 
recruiting 23 participants who would 
listen to their romantic partner 
recount a painful experience in their 
life.  These sessions were videotaped, 
and then 116 observers watched the 
most emotional 20 seconds of the 
video without sound, and rated the 
listening partner’s trustworthiness, 
compassion and kindness.  

To determine the gene variants of 
the participants, DNA samples were 
taken from the participants’ saliva.  
The researchers also tracked the lis-
tener’s number of head nods, eye 
contact with partner, arm posture 
and facial expression.  

“We selected the cues based on 
past research on the nonverbal sig-
naling of affiliation and kindness,” 
said Aleksandr Kogan, a post-doc at 
the University of Toronto.   

“Virtually all human personality 
traits and behaviors are extremely 
complex, involving many genetic and 
non-genetic factors,” Kogan said. “It’s 
critical to note that this study, and 
the many other genetics-to-behavior 
studies, are not saying that if you 
have this version of the gene, you will 
be one way, and if you have another 
version, you will be another way.”

The professors whose work origi-
nated the study, Sarina Rodrigues 
Saturn, a professor of Psychological 
Science at Oregon State University, 
cautioned against jumping to con-
clusions about its implications.

“There’s no such thing as a kind-
ness gene,” Saturn said. “But this is 
related because it’s the only oxytocin 
receptor gene.”

That is, the hormone oxytocin 
interests researchers because there 
is only one gene that gives rise to 
the receptors on the cell that detect 
oxytocin. Most hormone-detectors 
on cells have multiple variants coded 
by different genes.  

However, the functions of oxytocin 
are still complicated. According to 
Saturn, the hormone has been linked 
to empathy, calm and bonding, but 
also more negative effects like jeal-
ousy and group exclusivity.  

“This research will allow us to find 
tools to learn where everyone is com-
ing from,” Saturn said.  “It is not 
productive or smart to think of these 
[differences] as good or bad.”

The structural differences in the 
receptor variants are still unknown.  

“As of now, we don’t really know 
what is structurally going on, but 
it’s a major area of future research,” 
Kogan said.  

It is important to note that 23 lis-
teners is considered to be a small 
sample size, so the research may not 
capture the entire picture.  However, 
the striking results have acted as a 
catalyst for future research in this 
direction. 

“This study is basically a proof of 
concept study,” said Laura Saslow, 
a post-doc at the Osher Center 
at University of California, San 
Francisco.  

“In the future researchers will have 
much for genetic information avail-
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ASOSU Vice President Sokho Eath gives a speech at last night’s Joint Session meeting as part of the State of the Students Address in the International Forum at Snell 
Hall. Eath discussed future plans of ASOSU.

OSU student prepares for Miss 
America after winning Oregon title
n Caroline McGowan has taken 

time off from OSU to pursue 
the Miss America tiara 

By Kyle Hart
THE DAILY BAROMETER

Critics say many young ladies who 
travel down the pageantry road, with 
its many emotional highs and lows, are 
encouraged to develop severe eating 
disorders to remain a competitor. Critics 
who vocalize these statements fuel the 
internal fire of Caroline McGowan, 
New Media Communications major at 
Oregon State and current Miss Oregon 
2011 winner. 

McGowan, a member of Delta 
Gamma Sorority, began her pageantry 
success in the local Miss Linn-Benton 
competition.  After stunning the judg-
es and wooing the audience, Caroline 
wore the crown and earned her chance 
to compete for the sought-after title 
of Miss Ore.. On July 2nd in Seaside, 
Oregon, McGowan competed against 
22 local titleholders from around the 
state.  Based on her responses, poise 
and vocal performance, she became 
sashed and crowned Miss Oregon 
2011. 

McGowan is highly informed on 
the common myths about a world 
few dare to trek. According to the Miss 
Oregon website, in the previous year 
alone they offered more than $1.5 
million in scholarship opportunities 
to participants around the state. To 
trump that, Miss America, with the 
help of state and local organizations, 
were able to offer over $45 million 
in cash and scholarship assistance. 
These are not restricted to those who 
compete for state or national pag-
eants; they are also offered to those 
who compete in local competitions 
around the nation.  As a matter of fact, 
McGowan has earned over $12,000 in 
scholarships. 

Statistics and facts aside, these girls 
have to possess a talent that sticks 
out to the judges that isn’t obtained 
overnight. Rather, through hard work, 
hours of dedication, frustration and 
practice such a talent mastered.  
Contestants also need to be quick on 
their feet and witty with their answers 
to questions asked by the judges dur-
ing the interview portion. They need 
to be poised, calm and balanced in 
their many walks up and down the 
runway during the competition.  The 
contestants put in hours of physical 
and mental preparation in order to set 
one foot on the stage.

McGowan is currently gearing up 

to compete for Miss America in Las 
Vegas on Jan. 14, 2012.  She answered 
a few questions on how she got to 
where she is, where she plans to be 
after the competition and everything 
in between. 

Q: After winning Miss Oregon, how 
has your life changed?

A: I am taking the year off classes, 
traveling all over the state of Oregon, 
and preparing for the job of Miss 
America. It is a roller coaster, so it is a 
good thing I like roller coasters. 

Q: Do you miss being a “normal” 
college student?

A: Oh, sure. There are simple joys 
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Caroline McGowan from Corvallis won the Miss Oregon competition held in Seaside in July. She is 
now making plans to compete in the Miss America competition in January.
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 The Daily Barometer is hiring!

 For more information about these positions
 contact Brandon Southward at 541.737.3191
 or e-mail  editor@dailybarometer.com . 
 Applications may be submitted via e-mail, 
 fax (541.737.4999), or in person at 118 MU East.

 • Diversions Writers
 • Graphic Designers
 • Columnists
 • Web Editors

Calendar
Thursday, Dec. 1
Meetings
OSU Pre-Law Society, 6pm, StAg 111. 

Regular meeting.
OSU Chess Club, 4pm, MU Commons. 

Meet for casual games. Free member-
ship. All skill levels welcome!

White Privilege Discussion Group, 
6-7:30pm, MU Board Room. The 
Women’s Center is hosting an informal, 
facilitated conversation for people 
interested in identifying and subverting 
white privilege in the feminist move-
ment. All are welcome to attend.

Vegans and Vegetarians at OSU, 
6pm, SSC, 738 SW 15th St. We dis-
cuss various topics that we face, eat 
delicious food and welcome everyone 
even if you aren’t vegetarian.

Baha’i Campus Association, 5-
5:30pm, MU Talisman Room. Tranquil-
ity Zone - Interfaith relaxation and 
spiritual reflection. Bring your favorite 
poem, meditation or prayer to share.

Events
Lutheran Campus Ministry, 5:45-

7:30pm, Luther House, 211 NW 23rd 
St. Q.U.E.S.T. – Simple supper, new 
topic each week.

Tuesday, Dec. 6
Events
Lutheran Campus Ministry, 11:30am-

1:30pm, Luther House, 211 NW 23rd 
St. “Come & Go” lunch. Good food, 
informal table talk.

Britain evacuates 
Iranian embassy

Britain has closed its 
embassy in Iran and evacu-
ated all its staff from that 
country following the attack 
on the embassy compound 
in Tehran Tuesday, British 
Foreign Secretary William 
Hague said Wednesday.

Iran has also been ordered 
to close its embassy in 
London immediately, with its 
staff given 48 hours to leave, 
Hague said in a strongly 
worded statement to the UK 
Parliament.

Protesters stormed Britain’s 
embassy and a separate com-
pound Tuesday in Iran’s capi-
tal, sparking outrage in the 
United Kingdom. The build-
ings should have been guard-
ed by Iranian security officers.

Some demonstrators pro-
ceeded to vandalize and 
loot the homes of staff and 
the ambassador’s residence, 
destroy furniture, steal their 
property and set fire to the 
main embassy office building, 
Hague said.

“This is a breach of inter-
national responsibilities of 
which any nation should be 
ashamed,” Hague said.

While relations between 
Britain and Iran have been 
strained in recent times, he 
said, “We should be absolute-
ly clear that no difficulty in 
relations can ever excuse in 
any way or under any circum-
stances the failure to protect 
diplomatic staff and diplo-
matic premises.

“Iran is a country where 
opposition leaders are under 
house arrest, more than 500 
people have been executed 
so far this year and where 
genuine protest is ruthlessly 
stamped on.

UK workers strike over 
retirement benefits

Mass strikes swept 
across the United Kingdom 
Wednesday, with public sec-
tor workers walking off jobs 
in schools, hospitals and 
police stations to protest 
proposed pension reforms.

The government said the 
majority of key public ser-
vices remained open, how-
ever, although more than 
half of the country’s schools 
were closed, affecting many 
families.

The unions said up to 2 
million public sector work-
ers could go on strike but 
early indications suggested 
the total might be fewer.

The proposed pension 
reforms have prompted 
wide anger among public 
sector workers, many of 
whom say they are bearing 
the brunt of austerity mea-
sures imposed to try to rein 
in Britain’s deficit.

But Cabinet Minster 
Francis Maude played down 
the impact of the industrial 
action Wednesday evening, 
saying: “Despite the best 
efforts of union bosses the 
United Kingdom remains 
open for business.”

Those traveling to Britain 
had experienced minimal 
disruption to their journeys 
as a result of border control 
staff striking, he said.

Some 146,000 civil ser-
vants joined the action, less 
than a third of the total, 
Maude said. The number on 
strike in the National Health 
Service was also lower than 
anticipated he said, at about 
79,000, or 14.5 percent of 
the workforce.

Former Ivory Coast 
president in custody 

 Former Ivory Coast 
President Laurent Gbagbo 
arrived Wednesday at the 
International Criminal 
Court in The Hague to stand 
trial for his role in his coun-
try’s post-election violence 
that killed thousands.

“It is exactly a year since 
the presidential election 
that led to one of the worst 
episodes of violence Cote 
d’Ivoire has ever known,” 
said Luis Moreno-Ocampo, 
the court’s chief pros-
ecutor, using the French 
name for the country. “In 
December last year, we put 
Mr. Gbagbo and the others 
on notice. Today, we are fol-
lowing up.”

The former president’s 
initial appearance is sched-
uled for Monday, the ICC 
announced.

Gbagbo, 66, was flown out 
of the northern Ivoirian city 
of Khorogo, where he had 
been under house arrest, 
on an Ivoirian government 
airplane Tuesday evening, 
said his adviser, Toussaint 
Alain.

Alain called it an illegal 
transfer. “The international 
court has taken an illegal 
action. This is a political 
decision rather than a deci-
sion of justice,” Alain said.

The action comes a week 
before parliamentary elec-
tions are scheduled to be 
held in Ivory Coast. Three 
political parties in an 
umbrella coalition (CNRD) 
with Gbagbo’s Front 
Populaire Ivoirien issued 
a statement saying they 
would boycott the elec-
tions as a result of Gbagbo’s 
transfer.

Sec. of State Clinton 
visits Myanmar

Myanmar opposition 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi told 
a major U.S. think tank she 
intends to run for parliament 
and emphasized the impor-
tance of political reform in 
a country where she was 
under house arrest for most 
of the past two decades.

Suu Kyi briefed an 
audience at the Council 
on Foreign Relations in 
Washington by video from 
Myanmar Wednesday, the 
same day Hillary Clinton 
arrived in the reclusive 
state — the first visit by an 
American secretary of state 
in 50 years.

“I hope the secretary’s 
visit will open the way to 
a better relationship,” Suu 
Kyi said. “I think she will 
be able to discuss some of 
the very important issues 
[with the government] and 
they will be able to come to 
some kind of understanding 
to encourage reforms to go 
further.”

The 1991 Nobel Peace 
Prize winner and one of the 
world’s most famous pro-
democracy supporters, Suu 
Kyi was scheduled to meet 
Clinton for a private dinner. 
It will be the first time the 
U.S. secretary of state has 
met Suu Kyi, but they have 
spoken on the phone before, 
a senior State Department 
official said.

Clinton’s historic two-
day visit comes as the Asian 
country, known for its 
repressive policies, is under-
going a period of rapid polit-
ical change that the Obama 
administration cautiously 
says it finds encouraging as 
well as promising. 

Chilean judge indicts 
U.S. military official
A Chilean judge requested 
the extradition of a retired 
U.S. military official 
Tuesday, accusing him of 
involvement in the 1973 
killing of an American 
journalist that inspired an 
Oscar-winning movie.

An indictment charges for-
mer Navy Capt. Ray E. Davis 
with the homicides of jour-
nalist Charles Horman and 
student Frank Teruggi.

Former Chilean mili-
tary official Pedro Octavio 
Espinoza was also charged in 
the killings, which occurred 
shortly after the South 
American nation’s military 
coup.

At the time, Davis headed 
an American military group 
tied to the U.S. embassy in 
Santiago, according to the 
Los Angeles Times.

The deaths of Horman 
and Teruggi occurred in 
the immediate aftermath 
of the overthrow of Chilean 
President Salvador Allende 
— a move which pleased 
U.S. authorities at the time. 
Allende, a socialist with ties 
to Cuban leader Fidel Castro 
and other Cold War oppo-
nents of the United States, 
was replaced by a right-wing 
military dictatorship headed 
by Gen. Augusto Pinochet.

Pinochet’s subsequent 16-
year rule was marked by the 
death and disappearance of 
thousands of alleged ene-
mies of the regime.

Horman’s disappearance 
and his family’s attempts to 
find him inspired the 1982 
movie “Missing,” starring Jack 
Lemmon and Sissy Spacek. 
The film won an Academy 
Award for best screenplay.

InternatIonal news from Cnn
Middle east europe asia south aMericaafrica

Correction
A story published on 

Wednesday Nov. 23 
called, “Pangea offers 
healthier, more acces-
sible options,” contained 
an inaccuracy.

The story said, “Pangea 
is just the only restaurant 
promoting health food 
options.” Pangea is not 
the only restaurant pro-
moting these options.

The Daily Barometer 
regrets the error and 
apologizes for any con-
fusion this article has 
caused. 
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Do you love Basketball?
Come help the 
youth of Corvallis 
love it too!

 PARKS & RECREATION

Volunteer coaching 
positions are available 
through the Corvallis 
Parks & Recreation 
Department

Make a 

difference.

Be a Coach...

Call Today  •  541-754-1706

In the US, there are over 1.1 million 
Americans living with HIV – and more 
than 20 percent of those infected do not 
even know they carry the virus. 
It is estimated by the CDC that 56,000 
new infections are occurring annually.
HIV affects every community, 
so take action this 
World AIDS Day to make
a difference in yours.

GET TESTED
at the 
Women’s Center
Noon to 4 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 1

 TODAY!

 Brought to you by: SHS Health Promotion

Students prepare for winter ski season
n Mt. Bachelor, Hoodoo two of 

several snow resort options  
for winter break activities

By Cody Visscher
THE DAILY BAROMETER

The 2011-12 ski season is upon us and 
many students are looking to get up to the 
resorts. 

According to traveloregon.com, Oregon 
has a total of 12 ski areas; with Mt. Hood 
Meadows, Timberline, and Mt. Bachelor 
being the most popular. But with popular 
ski areas come expensive lift tickets, which 
can be a turn off for some college students. 

Most avid skiers and snowboarders 
purchase season passes early as they are 

cheapest before their November deadlines. 
Tucker Doyle, a junior in zoology, has it 
down when it comes to saving money on 
snowboarding. 

“I buy my season pass in October so it’s 
cheaper. I usually find a ride into Portland 
and from there I take the ‘Greasebus’ to 
Meadows,” he said. “It’s only $15 round 
trip.” 

Season passes are not appropriate for 
everyone, as multiple trips are what make 
them worth the price.

Many Oregon State students will jour-
ney to Mt. Hood or Mt. Bachelor for their 
superior resorts, even though they will pay 
more for gas and lift tickets. Many students 
choose to carpool with friends so they save 
money on gas. 

“In my experience carpooling is the 
cheapest way to go by far,” said John Rohrer, 
a junior in economics.

To save even more money, an option 
is to forgo the big mountains with their 
expensive resorts and ski a little closer 
to home, where lift tickets are cheaper. 
Hoodoo is 87 miles from campus with a lift 
ticket cost of $48. Willamette Pass, which is 
a little further at 112 miles from campus, 
has a lift ticket cost of $49. 

Some students like Anna Algeciras, a 
sophomore in zoology, enjoy skiing over 
break with their families. 

“The cheapest way is [to] go up with 
your family,” Algeciras said.

 t

Cody Visscher, staff reporter
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of college living I miss. This experience is 
so finite that I just hold those memories as 
something I’ll look forward to returning to.

Q: What sorts of events do you do as a 
result of winning Miss Oregon?

A: I was a judge in Iron Chef Portland, 
I attend and help out with fundraisers for 
charities statewide, and have even put on 
a trash bag for cranberry eating contests. 
There are so many different and wonderful 
memories, it’s hard to compare!

Q: Were you ever a toddler in a tiara?

A: No, not at all. This was my first year 
competing.

Q: What made you want to compete in a 
pageant?

A: I grew up watching the Miss America 
pageant and saw the contestants as women 
who had it all, and yet were also someone’s 
daughter, sister, best friend. I’ve always 
loved the thrill of performance and a good 
challenge. I thought I might just stick my toe 
in to test the waters and I fell in. 

Q: What do you have to say to people 
who have negative stereotypes of pageant 
contestants?

A: Pageantry is a rigorous job interview! If 

you can rock a swimsuit in heels, argue poli-
tics, learn the art of performance, and, on 
top of that, inspire community service for 90 
years, there’s no telling what will stop you.

McGowan’s platform for the Miss America 
competition is American Red Cross: Disaster 
Preparedness; she is the official spokesper-
son for the American Red Cross.  In fact, 
she is also the official hostess of the state 
of Oregon as well. McGowan will com-
pete against the other state titleholders 
Saturday, Jan. 14 at 6 p.m. PST on ABC. 

 t
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Hydrogeologist presents at water resource research seminar
n Aquifers lecture draws in 

a large audience from 
different fields of study

By annecy Beauchemin
THE DAILY BAROMETER

Oregon State University was 
visited by Alfonso Rivera, the 
Chief Hydrogeologist of the 
Geological Survey of Canada for 
the Water Resources Research 
Seminar yesterday afternoon. 

According to Todd Jarvis, 
associate director of the geosci-
ences department, Rivera’s talk 
focused on “an international 
effort to map aquifers shared 
between countries.” Rivera 
focused on aquifers shared 
between the United States and 
Canada, also addressing aqui-
fers between the United States 
and Mexico.

Rivera said his experience in 
hydrogeology was a perfect fit 
for dealing with transbound-
ary management. “The nature 
of discussing with other indi-
viduals at the international 
level” also interested him. He 
was drawn by “the fact that 
[he] could probably influence 
changes in Canada.”

An aquifer is a natural store 
of water underground, often 
within rocks, sand or other solid 
materials. The water may or 
may not flow, and its renewabil-
ity is limited and dependent on 
many factors. Some aquifers are 
truly nonrenewable. 

A transboundary aquifer is 
one that exists under state bor-
ders and may be used by the 
multiple states it is in. There is 
no problem when water in the 
aquifer does not flow around 
or between borders, but there 
may be more issues when water 
flows from one state to the next 
or is shared in a transbound-
ary surface body of water like 
a lake. 

For instance, a state from 
which groundwater flows into 
another may be polluted in 
the first state, bearing ill health 
effects in the second. States with 
a transboundary aquifer must 
also deal with how the resource’s 
use is divided between them.

In 2001, UNESCO started 
more exchange between states 
of information about the aqui-
fers they shared in order to 
map where the transbound-
ary aquifers were in the world. 

Workshops in the Americas 
identified 73 transbound-
ary aquifers, with 21 in North 
America. 

The geology of the United 
States and Canada “doesn’t 
stop because there is a bound-
ary,” said Rivera, explaining the 
shared aquifers. Groundwater 
use, however, does change on 
different sides of state boundar-
ies. The U.S.’s groundwater use 
is much greater than Canada’s 
per year.

One example of a transbound-
ary issue between the United 
States and Canada has occurred 
with the small Abbotsford-
Sumas aquifer, which flows 
from western Canada around 
Vancouver into Washington. 
It has occasionally carried 
Canadian pollutants across the 
border. 

Between the United States 
and Mexico, there are 10 smaller 
aquifers with a history of exploi-
tation. These aquifers are more 
vulnerable because of the arid-
ity of the land, but practices are 
less sustainable.

“Initially, we were focused on 
surface water, but now more 
attention is being devoted to 
groundwater,” Rivera said. Today, 

we are more able to detect and 
map the extents of groundwater 
than we once were. 

“They all are interested in 
groundwater nowadays,” said 
Rivera of international lawmak-
ers in the Americas. He holds up 
Canada as a country that is using 
groundwater sustainably and 
transparently, but there is still 
more to do. For example, evolv-
ing aboriginal rights in Canada 
will affect water considerations.

Integrated water resource 
management takes into con-
cern not only matters of the 
physical aquifer, but also politi-
cal, economic and other human 
considerations as that relate to 
sustainability.

 “We offer it for our policy and 
management program, but also 
for civil engineering,” said Mary 
Santelmann, professor of geo-
sciences about the seminar. 

Water issues are interdisci-
plinary, where science and pol-
icy connect, and so the seminar 
series draws a large audience 
from many areas of study. “We 
need a bigger room.” 

 t
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India is home to a range of 
“world’s cheapest” products, 
including the $2,500 Tata 

Nano automobile and the $35 
Aakash tablet computer. While it 
may not be the cheapest in the 
world, Adidas recently chose India 
as the home to launch their $1 pair 
of shoes. Adidas believes that what 
sets this shoe apart from others 
in the price range, is a claimed 
superior quality. While these aren’t 
necessarily the flashy high-tech 
trainers that cost over $100 for the 
rest of the world, they are abso-
lutely an upgrade for those in rural 
areas who are wearing tattered 
sandals or poorly constructed con-
traptions made by a do-it-yourself 
cordwainer.

Adidas had previously attempt-
ed to sell a shoe in Bangladesh for 
around $1.50, but they ran into 
issues with import taxes and duties 
causing them to abandon the proj-
ect. CEO Herbert Hainer claims 
that each pair costs the company 

around $3 for both materials and 
labor, yet getting them into the 
country required them to pay an 
additional $3.50. By setting up fac-
tories in India, they are provid-
ing new jobs and side stepping 
the import fees, but are still stuck 
swallowing a $2 loss on each sale.

At first, I was proud of Adidas 
because it appears as if they are 
setting up an admirable humani-
tarian effort which would create 
jobs and provide an affordable 
product to better the lives of rural 
Indians. However, after dissecting 
their plan and a little contempla-
tion, it’s clear that this venture is 
more of a business strategy than 
charity. 

India’s economy is poised to 
explode and Adidas is trying to get 
an early hold. Brand recognition 

and a loyal customer base are inte-
gral to the profitability of a com-
pany and this is what they are aim-
ing to achieve. If the company can 
establish themselves as a mainstay 
in the world of Indian footwear, 
they may have the opportunity for 
enormous profit when a greater 
volume of India’s 1.3 billion people 
can afford Adidas shoes at Adidas 
prices.

This is the first time my opinion 
has ever been split about a shoe. It 
is providing a public aid in offer-
ing both jobs and affordable foot-
wear, but the altruism stands out 
as a byproduct of Adidas’ quest for 
greater reach and profit. India has 
the world’s second largest popula-
tion and as its economy contin-
ues to grow, western companies 
will undoubtedly try to find every 
available path to infiltrate its enor-
mous potential for consumption. 

I guess if this truly is inevitable, 
a corporation that is lending their 
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The season 
of giving

Considering this past week-
end, our economy may 
not be so lousy after all. If 

Americans are truly hurting today, 
at least the majority of the popu-
lation, then they certainly don’t 
show it.

According to the National Retail 
Federation, American consumers 
spent a record $52 billion last holi-
day weekend. That’s around $7 bil-
lion more than last year.

There were an estimated 226 
million shoppers between Internet 
and retail stores, 14 million more 
than the previous year.

Over the entire weekend, the 
average consumer spent around 
$398, a $30 increase from last year.

What happened to the 
recession? 

Some have suggested the holidays 
simply set a caged beast loose — 
not in the sense of the fighting over 
outrageous sales, gaining entry into 
the stores on midnight openings, 
but rather the average American 
has been conservative and frugal 
in their financial approach over the 
past several years, and this past 
weekend illustrates an expression 
of release, the opportune moment 
to go all out, considering all of those 
amazing deals. 

But, actions speak louder than 
words. Fifty-two billion dollars 
does not match up with the oft-
lamented state of our economy.

Clearly, a vast majority of this 
nation is in desperate times 
— according to the U.S. Census 
Bureau, in 2010, America’s poverty 
rate was a (near) two-decade high, 
15.1 percent. Over 60 percent of 
households saw their income drop 
in 2010.

Then where do the records come 
from? How can Americans — 226 
million of them — shell out rough-
ly $368 per person in one weekend? 
This is not solely the “1 percent” in 
these stores. 

In fact, this weekend is a micro-
cosm of American capitalism 
and all the proclaimed ills of it: 
a materialistic, naïve consumer 
base directly influencing and sup-
porting the self-centered rich, 
the greedy corporation and that 
wicked “1 percent.” Why do we 
complain about the wealthy, when 
we’re the cause of it?

But worse than the hypocrisy, 
the rampant spending this week-
end — and in the coming month 
— typically doesn’t bode well for 
the following term. According to 
Javelin Strategy and Research, a 
global financial service research 
firm, 24 percent of American shop-
pers believe “their credit card bal-
ances will rise following the holi-
day season,” which is up from 19 
percent last year. 

Twenty-four percent. Not even 
a quarter of our consumer base 
feels their balances will rise the 
following term. It’s quite revealing 
of the fiscal responsibility — even 
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An ode to 
English majors
For most of us, the days when 

one could major in Classics, 
wear argyle and smoke 

pipes in high back chairs like the 
Masterpiece Theatre man are long 
gone. As for the rest of us, we need a 
major a bit more well-rounded and 
applicable, right? In other words, not 
English. 

For the first two years after grad-
uating with a degree in English, I 
believed I had wasted four years and 
numerous opportunities to become 
something “useful”, like an engi-
neer. However, after a bit of criti-
cal thought, some research and a 
few informational interviews, (all 
skills my major taught me) I knew 
all was not lost. The English major 
is a completely viable option for an 
interesting, beautiful and full (and 
employed) life.

I started out as an eighteen-year-
old reading-hermit, but thanks to 
my experiences as an English major, 
I am the informed, skilled, indepen-
dent and productive adult (who still 
happens to read a lot) I am today. 
Although, I’ll admit I was one of 
“those” English majors: a bibliophilic 
young woman with glasses who sat in 
the library all day reading “Pride and 
Prejudice” for the eighth time. 

But Jane Austin is a more relevant 
author than you’d think. We are liv-
ing through a transformation com-
parable to that of the invention of 
the printing press. It’s less and less 
of what you know (although it can 
never hurt to have information in 
your brain rather than at your finger-
tips), but how you find and process 
verifiable information. To critically 
read an extended, complex piece of 
work is a bit like running a marathon 
(or, more correctly, what I imagine it’s 
like) — discipline, focus, meditation. 

However, if all you read is Saturday 
Morning Breakfast Cereal (a webcom-
ic), it’s comparable to slothing your-
self from the TV to the fridge for more 
snacks. While I love SMBC, Jasper 
Fforde novels and Grey’s Anatomy 
(everyone has guilty pleasures, 
I stand behind mine), the reward-
ing experience of studying “boring” 
(although, really, sometimes it was 
boring) literature taught me the skills 
I have today.

The ability to focus, deeply and effi-
ciently read, interpret and synthesize 
large amounts of information, and 
precisely and concisely communi-
cate complex information and ideas 
are incredibly relevant skills English 
majors learn that are relevant to life. 
From the big and the immediate, like 
jobs, existential ponderings and rela-
tionships, to the smaller: What kind 
of external hard drive should I buy or 
where should I eat tonight? 

I have a set of skills that allow me 
to learn new sets of information and 
new modes of thinking. My education 
fostered in me a keen sense of curios-
ity (with the research skills to follow 
through), a greater empathy towards 
everyone (from discussing contro-
versial topics in diverse classes) and 
a creative energy (you think those 
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Open EVERY DAY 7:00am to 2:30am

Family Dining DAILY 7:00am to 8:00pm

 Home of the $1.99 Breakfast •  7-10am daily
 $5.99 Steak & Eggs Special •  7-10am daily

 50¢ Taco Mondays •  6pm until sold out
 Monday Night Football “2 – Minute Drill”

 $5 Burger Tuesdays •   All day, all night
 50¢ Wing Wednesdays •   All day, all night

 PBR Western Wednesday Night
 Thirsty Thursday Microbrew Night
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ideas write themselves?). 
The benefits? An employ-

ee can be trained in menial, 
everyday tasks, but little can 
shift that employee to take 
initiative, be curious and ask 
the right questions. A spouse 
or significant other can easily 
sympathize, but empathizing 
requires more work. A citizen 
can be taught to vote and pick 
up dog poop, but not to re-
imagine the very structure of 
our society. You can see how 
we stand out in the world.

When I first opened my 
diploma and read that I 
earned a degree, it did not 

come with a summary of 
what I learned and the skills 
I acquired. And in my classes, 
it was never discussed how 
learning Middle English would 
help me in the “real world”. 
When I first graduated, I wan-
dered and wondered what to 
do with myself. I questioned, 
researched, pondered: What 
was this all for!? Only after 
tons of research, much medi-
tation and a few jobs I didn’t 
like, I slowly learned what I 
had learned in college. 

We are the chameleons of 
majors. We can fit in many 
kinds of nooks and crannies. 
But I am not going to lie; it’s 
difficult to find that place that 
you belong, and then present 

yourself as a good fit in a pro-
fessional and precise man-
ner. It might take us longer to 
carve our niche in the world, 
and I have to say, when you 
find a place, all the wander-
ing becomes small, insignifi-
cant and worth it. I would 
not trade my degree for any 
other. 

And if you’re curious, I 
am employed full-time at a 
place I love, earning enough 
and have health insurance. 
English majors, it is possible.

 t

Kelly Holcomb is a non-degree seeking gradu-
ate student with a BA in English. The opinions 
expressed in her columns do not necessarily 
represent those of The Daily Barometer staff. Hol-
comb can be reached at forum@dailybarometer.
com. 

hand before holding it out might as well 
spearhead it. I’m not sure if Adidas’ apparent 
generosity is just a greed-fueled ruse to get an 
early start over their competition, but if it is, 
at least they set up a charitable ruse.

Realizing this project is a long-term invest-
ment does lend some legitimacy to the phil-
anthropic aspects. It will be quite some time 
before sales of computer chip laden, com-

posite constructed, and over-priced shoes 
become a reality for the majority of Indian 
consumers and I’m sure Adidas realizes this. 
Framing the $1 kicks in this way does make 
it appear a commendable endeavor. You have 
to spend money to make money, so you might 
as well invest in your consumers before they 
invest in you. 

 t

alex Danfelt is a senior in new media communications. The opinions expressed 
in his columns do not necessarily represent those of The Daily Barometer staff. 
Danfelt can be reached at forum@dailybarometer.com.
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The physiological side of  
stress, and how to curb it
Take a deep breath. Now read this 

article.
Half eaten bargain-brand cereal, 

unchecked Facebook notifications, a weekly 
schedule finally roughed out on scratch paper 
and a whole lot of caffeine. Sound familiar? 
If you can feel the adrenaline kicking in just 
thinking about final exams, your hypothala-
mus is busy at work. Sitting hunched in the 
center of the brain, the hypothalamus tips off 
your kidney-based adrenal glands to produce 
adrenaline. Adrenaline is the body’s chemical 
response to stress.

What is stress? When you think about it, 
stress is so multi-faceted that it becomes diffi-
cult to pin down and identify, and even harder 
to address. When being chased by an aggra-
vated bear, you may experience the “fight or 
flight” conundrum, whereas long-term emo-
tional battles or exam anxiety require entirely 
different courses of action. Responding to 
an unfamiliar or intimidating environment 
will effect you differently than fatigue and 
over-work.

Biologically, long durations of any kind of 
severe stress can lead to neurological dam-
age. Cortisol, another chemical dished out 
to the bloodstream during stress, will calm 
you down, in small dosages. During periods 
of ordinary stress the adrenaline and corti-
sol duo will make cognitive processes and 
memory recall quick and easy (think, focus-
ing before an exam).

However, the cortisol hormone sheds its 
harmonious tendencies during periods of 
intense stress (or over time), and actually 
begins to attack important memory and 
problem solving neurons in the brain. Ever 
had a moment during a test where you know 
you’ve learned the answer, but the exact 

response just won’t come to you? If you’re 
able to remember it later, this annoying 
anomaly might be due to severe stress inhib-
iting memory recall.

How can we stop stress from consum-
ing our capabilities when we’re forced into 
straining situations? The savior is an essential 
protein called Brain Derived Neurotrophic 
Factor, which is dealt out to the brain during 
aerobic exercise. John Medina, developmen-
tal molecular biologist and author of ‘Brain 
Rules,’ describes BDNF as a “standing mili-
tary armed with bags of Miracle grow,” which 
it uses to rejuvenate neurons under siege of 
other chemicals like cortisol.

Hopefully you haven’t been holding your 
breath in until reading this (if you have, please 
breathe!). Most likely, you’ve completely for-
gotten about the command at the beginning 
of this article, and have been exhaling and 
inhaling without much thought at all. 

Yet, without that happy electron-acceptor 
we thoughtlessly intake sixteen times a min-
ute, we’d die. With a bunch of oxygen (aerobic 
activity, anyone?) our bodies are able to take 
in nutrients and remove toxic waste at an 
even faster rate. This makes our brains and 
bodies more productive and capable, regard-
less of the type of stress we encounter.

So, the secret recipe to keeping harmful 
stress away? A little anxiety may be helpful 
to focus, but if you feel yourself becoming 
overwhelmed take a deep breath, make a trip 
to Dixon and work it out.

 t

Sierra Laverty

Be Well. Be orange.
Sierra Laverty

knowledge — of our country. 
This upcoming year is going 
to be one hell of a surprise 
for many…

Maybe the extent of the 
recession was all words, all 
media hype about our fiscal 
demise. Or, maybe people 
honestly are hurting, and 
simply save up their money 

to go all out this time of year? 
Either way, no matter how 
tough our economy is, our 
society has a serious addic-
tion; we can’t get enough 
“stuff.” More and more stuff. 

Yet, we still wonder why 
the “1 percent” holds all the 
power. We still complain 
about economic inequality. 
We all deserve a fair share — a 
job, education, healthcare — 
a clean, transparent system 

anyone can succeed in.
It’s too bad this weekend 

threw a wrench in that plan. 
It looks like the rich will get 
a little bit richer. But you 
know, it’s the thought that 
counts. Or, in this case, the 
complaints. 

 t

editorials serve as a means for Barometer editors 
to offer commentary and opinions on issues both 
global and local, grand in scale or diminutive. The 
views expressed here are a reflection of the edito-
rial board’s majority.
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The heart of Eath’s speech, 
however, focused on the pro-
posal of student government 
reform—specifically, the sug-
gestion that ASOSU review its 
statutes and constitution. 

“It is clear that our system is 
flawed, hard to navigate and 
extremely slow,” Eath said. 

He went on to quote a state-
ment from an editorial pub-
lished in the Daily Barometer 
on Nov. 2. The editorial com-
mented on the nature of 
Hopoi’s impeachment trial, 
labeling it “a farce.” The quoted 
excerpt stated: “When a group 
of people has an enormous 
amount of authority over a 
relatively large sum of money, 
and yet none of them seem to 
know what they are doing, it 
scares us deeply.” 

“Is this the ASOSU that we 
want, and that OSU needs?” 
Eath asked. 

Eath proposed moving 
ASOSU in a new direction, 
taking steps to create account-
ability and legitimacy. In the 
short term, Eath stated he 
would like to see Congress set 
up “districts” within the uni-
versity, assigning individual 

members of Congress to vari-
ous schools and departments 
to better work with and repre-
sent students. 

In addition, Eath asked 
that ASOSU consider a bud-
getary plan to create com-
pensation for senators and 
representatives, stating that a 
stipend would give members 
of Congress the reward and 
thanks they deserve for their 
work.

Finally, Eath proposed 
that the ASOSU House of 
Representatives and the Senate 
be combined into one body. 

“Are we effective, having two 
separate houses poorly imitat-
ing the U.S. Congress?” Eath 
asked. “The houses should 
be combined into one, for 
efficiency, for time and true 
democracy on a university 
level.”

The floor was opened 
for comments from rep-
resentatives and senators. 
Representative Van Bossuyt 
expressed that he did not agree 
ASOSU needed reform. 

“We are operating in chang-
es and in flux, as always,” Van 
Bossuyt said. “We are on the 
right course and will remain 
as such.”

Fellow Representative Alfonc 

Rakaj stated, however, that 
he was happy to hear Eath’s 
proposals. He shared that he 
had experienced his own trou-
bles with the inefficiency of 
ASOSU’s decision-making last 
year, when trying to establish 
a task force for international 
students.

“ASOSU has a lot of room 
to improve,” Rakaj said. “This 
may not be the perfect plan, 
but I do see some positive pro-
posals that could be material-
ized and actually improve the 
effectiveness of ASOSU as a 
whole.”

 t

Kristin Pugmire, staff reporter
737-2231 news@dailybarometer.com

Classifieds
Help Wanted

FEMALE MODELS WANTED. “Escape to 
Nature” www.peakfoto.com/eton.html. Pays 
$20/hr and up.

DO YOU LOVE BASKETBALL? Make a dif-
ference and give back to the game you love 
by becoming a volunteer coach for the Cor-
vallis Parks & Recreation Dept. Only 4 hours 
a week and you gain the joy of sharing your 
knowledge with the youth of Corvallis. Season 
starts soon so call today for more information 
or to schedule an interview, 541-754-1706.

STUDENTPAYOUTS.COM Paid survey tak-
ers needed in Corvallis.  100% Free to join.  
Click on Surveys.

BARTENDERS WANTED. Up to $250/day. 
No experience necessary. Training available. 
Call 800-965-6520 ext. 151.
EARN $1000-$3200 A MONTh to drive our 
brand new cars with ads.   
www.AdDriveClub.com 

Services
EDITING: DISSERTATIONS, ThESES, publi-
cations, term papers. Tutoring: English lan-
guage skills. Experienced retired professor. 
541-740-3707 

Health & Fitness
OSU GUYS! Get answers to questions you 
have always had and get paid for it! Attend a 
free MARS appointment and receive a $20 
gift certificate to Fred Meyer. Talk 1:1 with a 
MARS peer educator about sexual health and 
relationships. All appointments are confi-
dential. To schedule call OSU Student Health 
Services at 541-737-2775.   
studenthealth.oregonstate.edu/mars 

For Rent
1 BDRM. UNFURN. BASEMENT APART-
MENT in quiet country home, 5 miles from 
campus. No pets, no smoking. $450/mo. in-
cludes utilities. 541-745-7266.

$430. STUDIOS. Close to OSU and shop-
ping. Furnished or unfurnished. Clean, quiet, 
ideal for OSU student. All utilities included for 
$75/mo. Available now or reserve for win-
ter term. 760 NW 21st. Fillmore Inn Apart-
ments. 541-754-0040
3BDR/1BA hOUSE. Available Jan 1st. 
$1,365 month. 1033 NW 34th 541-760-4775 
Picture on Craigslist

Buyer Beware
The Oregon State University
Daily Barometer assumes no

liability for ad content or response.
Ads that appear too good
to be true, probably are.

Respond at your own risk.
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 To place an online and/or
 print classified ad, go to 

 dailybarometer.campusave.com
Online Rates:

 FREE  to students, staff & faculty 
 with  onid.orst.edu  email

 $25 per ad per month
 No refunds will be issued.

Print Rates:
 15 words or less, per day  –  $3.75

 Each additional word, per day  –  25¢
 10 Days  –  25% off   •   20 Days  –  50% off

 CLASSIFIED ADS
are now

ON-LINE!
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Today’s   su • do • ku

To play: Complete the grid 
so that every row, column 

and every 3X3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9. There is no 
guessing or math involved,  

just use logic to solve.
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Yesterday’s Solution

• Clothing•
• Printing•
• Vinyl•
• Design•
• & More!•

541-207-3424 • 1318C NW 9th • Corvallis
corvalliscustom.com

MEDIA
POSITION

ANNOUNCEMENT

• KBVR-TV
Station Manager
WINTER TERM 2012 – SPRING TERM 2012

The above position is open to any bonafide student at 
Oregon State University. The terms run as specified.
To be considered, an applicant must: (1) have earned a g.p.a. 
of at least 2.0 from Oregon State University, (2) be enrolled for 
at least 6 academic credits, (3) not be on disciplinary probation, 
and (4) be making normal degree progress.
To apply, applicant must: (1) complete an application form 

obtained from the Student Media Office, MU East, room 118, 
(2) submit a transcript, (3) submit a letter of application, and 
(4) a resume. Deadline to apply is Monday, January 9 at 5:00 
p.m. Positions open until filled.
Applicants will be interviewed by the University Student Media 

Committee Friday, January 13 from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.

Stress-Free Zone opens 
this morning at Dixon
n Health Promotion 

Department encourages 
students to join

By gwen Shaw
THE DAILY BAROMETER

In the midst of dead week 
and finals week around the 
corner, the Health Promotion 
Department at Oregon State 
University offers students a 
chance to escape from the 
end-of-term stresses and see 
what relaxing resources are 
available to them.

Today, from 10:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. at Dixon Rec Center, 
there will be a Stress-Free 
Zone. Various organizations 
will hold booths promot-
ing the service they offer to 
help stressed-out students. 
The event will have food by 
OSU Catering and snacks like 
bagels, fruit and pretzels “to 
expand on the healthy feel 
of the event,” said Health 
Promotion Assistant Jillian 
Harrison.

Along with food, there will 
be free massages, various de-
stressing activities, including 
coloring sheets, and a raffle. 
Prizes include OSU Beaver 
Store gift cards and possible 
Beaver strides gear, like water 
bottles, and whistles. 

“Food, raffle and coloring: 
sounds like the trifecta,” said 
freshman Anna Stewart. 

Stress-Free Zone is held 
dead week of every term. “We 
get a lot of students that come 
in and don’t know these ser-
vices are offered,” Harrison 
said. 

Harrison feels students 
come away from the stress-
free zones more educated 
about what’s available to 
them, which is the ultimate 
goal.

“It’s a place to take a break,” 
Harrison said. “Whether it’s 
for 15 minutes or an hour; it’s 
a place for students to relax.” 

 t

gwen Shaw, staff reporter
737-2231 news@dailybarometer.com

able, which will lead to quite complicated and nuanced future 
research.  For now, though, this research suggests that oxytocin 
may play a role in how we comfort others during their distress, 
and that this behavior can be detected by outside observers.”

According to Saslow, follow-up studies with larger test groups 
are already in progress.   

“We are examining how this genetic variability alters other 
kinds of emotional reactions,” Saslow said.

 t

Michael Mendes, staff reporter
737-2231 news@dailybarometer.com
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Correction
In the Nov. 17 article 

“Joint session of con-
gress listens to quick 
remarks from Hopoi,” 
Nicole Perez was mis-
quoted in regards to 
her statements about 
the OSCC.

T h e  D a i l y 
Barometer regrets the 
error. 

aDDreSS
n CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Cameron Collins  
(FB) a (Matt Sieverson) B (Jenna Richardson) A (Stanford) D (6K) C (Chris Harms)

2  

Jordan Poyer  
(FB) C (Yvenson Bernard) B (Jenna Richardson) A (Stanford) A (4K) D (Steve Spangler) 0

erin Uchacz (WS) C (Yvenson Bernard) C (Justyne Freud) D (Cal) B (5K) a (roberto Farfan) 3

Brittney oljar 
(WS) C (Yvenson Bernard) C (Justyne Freud) D (Cal) B (5K) a (roberto Farfan) 3

Megan McBride 
(VB) C (Yvenson Bernard) A (Chelsea Buckland) D (Cal) B (5K) C (Chris Harms) 1

Second volleyball player  
could not be reached No answer No answer No answer No answer No answer 0

Laura Carlyle (XC) C (Yvenson Bernard) C (Justyne Freud) D (Cal) D (6K) C (Chris Harms) 3

Sabrah de Voir 
(XC) D (Dwight Wright) C (Justyne Freud) D (Cal) D (6K) a (roberto Farfan) 4

Chris Harms (MS) a (Matt Sieverson) C (Justyne Freud) D (Cal) B (5K) a (roberto Farfan) 4

Colin Mitchell (MS) C (Yvenson Bernard) C (Justyne Freud) D (Cal) B (5K) a (roberto Farfan) 3

Correct answer a (Matt Sieverson) C (Justyne Freud) D (Cal) D (6K) a (roberto Farfan) —

Beaver       trIvIa
Sports Editor’s Note: We here at the Barometer were curious how knowledgeable OSU athletes were about OSU athletics, so we decided 

to find out. Each week this term (with the exception of two), we asked ask two athletes from the five OSU fall sports five questions each. We 
revealed their answers in each Thursday’s edition of The Daily Barometer and kept track of how many questions each team got right. Check 
out “Beaver Trivia Awards.”

Yo, winter athletes: hit the books (err, media guides), we’ll be back next term.

1. Women’s soccer (63/80) 2. Cross country (55/80) 3. Men’s soccer (51/80) 4. Volleyball (41/80)   5. Football (35/80)

fInal standIngs

Participant (sport) FB: In the 2007 Civil War, what 
oSU running back ran for 142 

yards?

a. Matt Sieverson 
B. Clinton Polk 

C. Yvenson Bernard 
D. Dwight Wright

WS: Who scored oSU’s last goal 
of the season? (PKs don’t count) 

a. Chelsea Buckland 
B. Jenna richardson 

C. Justyne Freud 
D. Melinda Ingalls

VB: Who did oSU upset two 
weekends ago? (they were ranked 

No. 3 at the time) 
a. Stanford 

B. UCLa 
C. USC 
D. Cal

XC: How far is a typical collegiate 
cross country race?

a. 4K 
B. 5K 

C. 5.5K 
D. 6K 

MS: emery Welshman earned all-Pac-
12 First team honors. What Beaver 

earned Second team honors?

a. roberto Farfan 
B. Colin Mitchell 
C. Chris Harms 

D. Steve Spangler

total Correct

going to be a lot better. We had a better week of prac-
tice and everyone looks really good.”

Because the event is different from a normal dual 
meet in that many teams participate and competi-
tion is more about individuals than teams, Oregon 
State will look to have strong individual success as 
well as team success.

When asked where he wants to finish in the tour-
nament, Sakaguchi spoke for the whole team. 

“First place,” he said. “We definitely have a good 
shot with solid guys that should go far in the tourna-
ment. Every one of us wants to win it. That’s our goal. 
All first places.”

Although the tournament is primarily about indi-
vidual success, there’s still opportunity to learn and 
improve as a team.

“This invitational is kind of a good thing, just to 
let you see a lot of your competition in your weight 
class,” Zalesky said. “There’s a lot of ranked guys that 
let you see where you’re at individually at this early 
point in the season.”

The Beavers will also use this invitational as prepa-
ration for their next dual meet. After the Cliff Keen 
Invitational, Oregon State gets a short break before 
traveling to Cal State, Bakersfield Friday, Dec. 10, and 
then taking on Cal Poly the following day.

 t

andrew Kilstrom, sports writer
sports@dailybarometer.com

ference play at home against 
Saint Mary’s University on 
Dec. 19.

Each game, in one way or 
another, will help prepare 
Oregon State for its Pac-12 
opener versus the University 
of Washington on Dec. 29.

“Rice and Saint Mary’s 
are postseason opponents, 
Pepperdine is a team that 
made it to the [Women’s 
Nat ional  Invi tat ional 
Tournament] last year, and we 
play all those teams on road,” 
Rueck said.

“All of nonconference pre-
pares you for conference, each 
team exposes a weakness, and 
the next week going into that, 
you’re learning from the last 
game and moving forward,” 
Indendi said. “Absolutely, you 
get something out of every 
single game.”

 t

Jacob Shannon, sports writer
sports@dailybarometer.com
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First place
The women’s soccer team. 

And it wasn’t even close. We 
thought about buying them a 
trophy, then we realized that 
would probably be some sort 
of NCAA violation. Considering 
they’re the best fall sports team 
on campus (and apparently the 
smartest), we’d hate to get them 
in trouble.

Last place
Football. Look on the bright 

side: they correctly answered 
43.75 percent of the questions 
they were asked. In comparison, 
they won only 25 percent of the 
games they played this year.

Top individuals
Chelsea Buckland was the lone 

participant not to miss a question 
(10-for-10). Chris Harms (9-for-
10) and Justyne Freud (13-for-15) 
are also worthy of mentioning.

Worst individual performance
Jordan Poyer was the lone con-

testant to go 0-for-5 in a week. All 
79 other contestants answered 
at least one question correctly.  
But hey, Poyer was also the lone 
football player to be named to 
an All-Pac-12 team. We guess it 
evens out.

Most embarrassing  
wrong answer

Nine contestants answered a 
question about their own sport 
incorrectly. The worst of the 
bunch? Melinda Ingalls didn’t 
know what the women’s soc-
cer team’s Pac-10 record was 
in 2010. Melinda Ingalls scored 
seven goals for the Beavers in 
2010.

The sport athletes  
know the most about

Either we suck at coming up 
with volleyball questions, or ath-

letes know a lot about volleyball, 
because athletes answered vol-
leyball questions at almost a 75 
percent clip.

The sport athletes  
know the least about

Either we’re really good at 
coming up with men’s soccer 
questions, or athletes don’t 
know much about men’s soc-
cer, because athletes answered 
men’s soccer questions cor-
rectly less than 50 percent of 
the time.

Biggest disappointment
Only three of 10 athletes 

we surveyed could name the 
starting forward on the U.S. 
Men’s National Team who 
went to Oregon State (Robbie 
Findley). Findley started 
against England in the 2010 
World Cup, a game that aver-
aged nearly 13 million viewers 
in the United States.

Fall Term Beaver Trivia Awards
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Cleaning my disastrous room > writing my  
paper #procrastination at its finest

— @meiggsl (Lindsay Meiggs)  
Beaver Tweet of the Day

Women’s basketball schedule about to get tougher

Wrestling heads to Vegas for tournament

n Beavers are 5-0 but haven’t played the toughest 
schedule, though they should get more of a test 
from here on, beginning this weekend in Houston

By Jacob Shannon
THE DAILY BAROMETER

The Oregon State University women’s basketball 
team has feasted on each of its opponents this year, 
averaging a 37-point margin per victory thus far. 

Is this utter domination a sign of good things 
to come, or have the Beavers simply not played 
anyone?

Last year’s nonconference schedule wasn’t too 
daunting either, but the Beavers did face perennial 
power Rutgers University and played seven of their 11 
nonconference contests outside of Corvallis.

This year, there is less of an intimidating presence on 
the nonconference schedule, as the Beavers do not face 
a single team from a traditional power six conference.

The combined record of the five teams that Oregon 
State has beaten so far is 13-17.

Will the Beavers build enough confidence to carry 
them through conference play, or will the lack of close 
game experience end up being the trade-off?

“I hope for a blend of both, you need to play against 
teams that you know you can have some success 
against to build confidence, we have done some of 
that,” head coach Scott Rueck said.

Those players familiar to the demands of the Pac-12 
do not want their teammates to get caught in cruise 
control.

 “I’ve been telling the younger players this. We can’t 
just settle for beating these teams, we need to be blow-
ing them out,” senior guard Earlysia Marchbanks said. 
“It’s really boosting our confidence up, which is what 
we need after losing last year and with new girls.”

Those questioning the legitimacy of Oregon State’s 
schedule thus far, and those wondering if it will have 

the Beavers ready for Pac-12 play, may want to look 
at the Beavers’ next few opponents, as Rueck said the 
road is about to get tougher.

“This year we don’t have a Rutgers on our schedule, 
but that doesn’t mean we aren’t going to be chal-
lenged,” Rueck said. “Overall as a whole, it’s really 
going to prepare us for Pac-12 play.” 

The team will travel to Houston, Texas this upcom-
ing weekend as one of four teams invited to the Gene 
Hackerman Invitational hosted by Rice University. The 
Beavers will face the University of North Texas Friday, 
and then either Rice or Texas A&M University-Corpus 
Christi on Saturday.

“I’m really excited about it, play some different 
competition, play a lot faster teams; that’s really going 
to get us ready for Pac-12 play,” Marchbanks said. 
“They [North Texas] are extremely fast and athletic, we 
haven’t faced a team this athletic, so it will be a good 
challenge.” 

The Beavers go into the tourney with a significant 
height advantage over every team, but their opponents 
should bring challenges to the table that the Beavers 
haven’t seen so far this year.

“We are going to see some really scrappy teams, 
and that is going to really prepare us for conference 
because every one of the teams in the Pac-12 is really 
scrappy, so we are going to have to do a really good job 
boxing out,” junior guard Sage Indendi said.

If Oregon State wins, they’ll play in the champion-
ship — likely against host Rice University.

“We are really hoping to get to the championship 
game in this tournament and have the opportunity to 
play Rice, a good team on their home court,” Rueck 
said.

After playing in Houston, the Beavers will face 
Pepperdine University and Cal State University, 
Bakersfield on the road before closing out noncon-

n Beavers are hoping to bounce 
back strongly from first loss of 
season, which came to Missouri

By andrew Kilstrom
THE DAILY BAROMETER

The Oregon State University wres-
tling team will look to bounce back 
from its first loss of the season with 
a strong showing at the Cliff Keen 
Invitational in Las Vegas this coming 
Friday.

Thirty-three teams will participate 
in the Cliff Keen Invitational, includ-
ing four teams from the Pac-12. The 
meet is set to take place over two 
days. The first and second rounds 
will be held on Friday, and the semi-
final and final rounds will take place 
on Saturday.

Oregon State competed in the same 
invitational last year and experienced 
moderate success. Sophomore Scott 
Sakaguchi, currently ranked eighth, 
won his first four matches before los-
ing last year in the 149 pound weight 
class. Senior Clayton Jack, also cur-
rently ranked eighth, had even more 
success, finishing seventh overall in 

the heavyweight division.
Head coach Jim Zalesky expects 

an even better showing from his 
steadily improving team, and hopes 
for individual championships at the 
tournament.

“We want guys winning champi-
onships down there individually,” 
Zalesky said. “The best thing you 
can do for your team is win the 
championship.”

Even after their loss to the 
University of Missouri last Friday, 
team morale is high in light of the 
strong finish and determination the 
No. 18 Beavers showed against No. 
9 Missouri. Oregon State will look 
to build on impressive individual 
performances from junior Mike 
Mangrum, redshirt freshman Taylor 
Meeks, Sakaguchi and Jack.

“Just little things. That’s what it 
came down to in the loss against 
Missouri,” Sakaguchi said when 
asked about the previous loss. “There 
were a lot of little things that added 
up. Mentally, I don’t think all of our 
guys were there yet, but this week is 

VinAy bikkinA | THE DAILY BAROMETER

The Beavers defeated Boise State in a dual meet for the first time in school history two weeks 
ago, but lost to Missouri last week. 

VinAy bikkinA | THE DAILY BAROMETER

Defenders didn’t challenge senior Earlysia Marchbanks much on this layup attempt. In fact, the 
Beavers opponents haven’t provided much of a challenge in general so far this year.

OSU swim team is working hard
n Head coach says this is his 

hardest working team, hopes 
for more NCAA qualifiers

By Natasha raines
THE DAILY BAROMETER

The Oregon State University 
women’s swim team has competed 
in four dual meets and the Arena 
Invitational in Long Beach, Calif. so 
far this season.

The Beavers have lost to the 
University of California, Berkeley 
twice and the University of 
California, Santa Barbara once.

Oregon State’s lone dual meet vic-
tory came against Seattle University 
on Oct. 29.

Head coach Larry Liebowitz feels 
good about what he’s seen so far 
this year.

“I think this is the hardest working 
group that I’ve had since I have been 
here, and this is my ninth year,” 
Liebowitz said. “I think that they are 
more willing to do the work, so I am 
really pleased with the effort that 
these guys are putting in on a daily 
basis and I think it’s really going to 
pay off.”

Senior Jenni Dole, who was one 
of two OSU swimmers to qualify for 
the NCAA Championships last year, 
agreed with Liebowitz’s assessment 
of this year.

“I think we are doing pretty good 
as a team so far,” Dole said. “I think 
we have a really good freshman 
class.”

Junior Rachel O’Brien was the 
other Oregon State swimmer to 
qualify for nationals last year.

This year, Liebowitz is hoping that 
number will at least double.

“I want to have more than four 
people at the NCAA Championships, 
which will mean that we will have 
qualified our relays,” he said. “That’s 
always a big challenge, to qualify 
your relays.”

“I think our goal this year is to 
get more people in the NCAAs, and 
we want to have a relay go to the 
NCAAs,” O’Brien said.

Liebowitz is hoping the hard work 
the team has shown thus far will pay 
off down the road.

“Swimming is a very individual 
sport,” he said. “The main goal is for 
these swimmers to swim their life-
time best times, so that when they 
finish at the Pac-12 Championship 
and look at the scoreboard, they 
will see times that make them smile. 
That’s the biggest goal.”

This weekend, three Oregon State 
swimmers are competing at USA 
Nationals in Atlanta, Ga. 

The event allows swimmers the 
opportunity to qualify for Olympic 
trials.

Sophomore Crystal Kibby quali-
fied for the USA Nationals in the 200 
IM, 400 IM, 100 breaststroke and 200 
breaststroke.

Kibby is hoping her performance 
at the Arena Invite two weeks ago 
transfers over to this meet.

“I got my best times on all my 

races there, and I’m hoping to take 
that into this meet. My goal is to do 
my best, to have fun and to get my 
Olympic trial cut,” Kibby said.

Shelby Webber, a freshman and 
strong addition to the women’s swim 
team, is competing this weekend as 
well. 

“In the summer I swam in a meet 
and qualified for it, and then I also 
qualified at Arena for it,” Webber 
said. Webber qualified for the USA 
Nationals in the 100 free, 200 free, 
200 IM and 100 backstroke.  

Aya Fujimura is a sophomore 
competing in the 100 and 200 but-
terfly; if she qualifies for the Olympic 
trials, she will be competing for the 
Japanese swim team.

Dole and O’Brien have already 
qualified for Olympic trials.

 t

Natasha raines, sports writer
sports@dailybarometer.com
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The Oregon State swim team has competed in four dual meets so far this year, winning one of 
them.
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