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No official statement on assavlt

= Though much is yet to be
uncovered, police verify there
is no reason for safety concern

By Joce DeWitt
THE DAILY BAROMETER

Corvallis Police are in an ongoing
investigation regarding an assault that
took place yesterday afternoon in an
apartment complex on the corner of
Kings Boulevard and Jackson Street.

Lt. Cord Wood said the police depart-
ment would not issue an official state-
ment about the incident until they
uncover more details.

“We responded to a call there yester-
day and over the course of the time we
were there, the details of what may or
may not have happened changed sig-
nificantly,” Wood said. “So at this point
we're not exactly sure what happened,
and until we're sure, we're not releasing
anything at this time.”

Wood is confident there is nothing
for students and other residents to
be worried about safety-wise. “We're
trying to determine what happened
before we make any kind of statement.”

ALEXANDRA TAYLOR | THE DAILY BAROMETER
ASOSU President Hopoi spoke in front of a
Joint Session last night in the MU.

Despite disinclination to share spe-
cifics, Wood clarified that from the
point of initial investigation to when
“we were done, we were looking at
a situation that was totally different.
We're verifying what, if anything, hap-
pened at that scene.”

What Wood was willing to share,
however, was that the female vic-
tim was not significantly injured, as
revealed by Sgt. Jeff Marr at the scene
on Tuesday, and was not hospitalized.
“They were very minor injuries,” Wood
said.

When asked, police would neither
confirm nor deny whether the suspect
was dressed as a plumber to gain entry
into the victim’s apartment.

Oregon State University student
Dean Palermo lives in the apartment
directly below that of the victim’s,
into which he said she moved about
a month ago. He came home from a
chemistry lab yesterday to find police
cars had blocked off Kings Boulevard
and 17th Street, and caution tape on
the victim’s doorway.

“The detective asked a bunch of
questions,” Palermo said. “They asked

= Hopoi expresses hope
to “move forward,”
resolution focuses on
Able Student Alliance

By Don ller
THE DAILY BAROMETER

directors.

ligence,” Hopoi said.

A contrite M. Tonga Hopoi, presi-
dent of the Associated Students of
Oregon State University appeared
last night before aJoint Session of the
ASOSU legislature. She addressed
the recent issues that have cropped
up during her administration as
well highlighting the numerous
accomplishments of her task force

“There are mistakes I have done...
I have violated the statutes of ASOSU
and lost the trust of many by my neg-

The speech laid out Hopoi's hopes
of moving forward beyond recent
controversies, such as discovering

me if I had a leaky faucet, which I just
happened to have one.”

Palermo said police told him he
matched the description of the per-
petrator, who had mentioned a leaky
faucet. Police then took pictures of him
and his faucet.

“They asked me for my ID and
placed me against the wall with my
hands behind my back so they could
search me and my backpack,” Palermo
said. He said he spoke with the police
for 30-40 minutes before they told him
he was clear. “They said they couldn’t
tell me much.”

Palermo said the officers were
“vague,” but informed him the victim
was okay. “It was a little scary, nothing
like that has happened here before.”

Little has been revealed about the sus-
pect’s whereabouts, but police said they
will release more information when they
are sure. “We've gotareport that changed
very dramatically while we were investi-
gating...we don't know what happened
is what it boils down to,” Wood said.

Joce DeWitt, news editor
7372231 news@dailybarometer.com
On Twitter:@Joce_DeWitt

recent pay discrepancies and fund

requests made impropetly.

“I am open to work and move our-
selves forward,” Hopoi said, “move
our campus with understanding
and collaboration to move toward

restoration.”

At the conclusion of her speech,
Hopoi received a standing ovation
from congress and those assembled.

After Hopoi's speech, thelegislature
heard a presentation from Student
Incidental Fee Committee chairman
Josh Makepeace. Makepeace gave
instruction about viewpoint neu-
trality and referenced Southworth
v. University of Wisconsin to show
how they needed to approve bud-
gets without considering whether
they agreed with the group’s view-
points. He summarized the budget-
ing process and implored students to
attend the open hearing today in the

Memorial Union ballroom.

Makepeace reported that as it
looked now, student fees next year

will be in between $394 and $399,
about a 5 percent drop from this
year’s student fees. He said the fee
committee was undertaking reviews
of Our Little Village and the Memorial
Union in order to examine their
finances and expenditures, and that
recent reviews of Student Health
Services had resulted in readjusting
the fee assessed.

Joint Resolution 71.03 was also
read to the session. The 14-page res-
olution included 69 “whereas” claus-
es, which examined the creation of
the Accessible University Initiative
Taskforce, which is tasked with
making accessibility improvements
on campus, and the Able Student
Alliance, and the apparent break-
down between the two organizations.

According to the resolution, stu-
dents from the Able Student Alliance
are supposed to be voting members
of the taskforce according to the task-
force’s initial charter but had since
been marginalized, with decisions

ALEXANDRA TAYLOR | THE DAILY BAROMETER

Sgt. Jeff Marr of the Corvallis Police at the apartment complex on Kings and
Jackson Tuesday afternoon.

House hears from Hopoi, resolution on accessibility

having been made without consulta-
tion of the Able Student Alliance. The
resolution demanded that full voting
rights be restored to the Able Student
Alliance or else ASOSU would take
further action.

After the reading, a short discus-
sion emerged and legislators were
instructed to read the resolution to
better vote on it after a second read-
ing. The resolution will receive a sec-
ond reading in both houses of con-
gress next week.

Following the reading, nomina-
tions were made to the mediation
committee that will look at possible
solutions and resolutions for any stu-
dent fee budgets that aren’t approved
by congress.

The ASOSU House of
Representatives will be meeting
next Wednesday in the Memorial
Union at 7 p.m.

Don ller, managing editor
7372232 managing@dailybarometer.com
On Twitter: @doniler

‘Sugar Wife' play calls attention to moral dilemmas

= Play on ethical issues behind money,
race to spark discussion tonight
in theater at Withycombe

By Kim Kenny
THE DAILY BAROMETER

What would you do for money?

Tonight a Quaker couple, a British abolition-
ist, a freed African-American slave and an Irish
prostitute will address that question, among
other troubling moral issues, in “The Sugar
Wife,” a historical drama written by Elizabeth
Kuti.

The Oregon State University Theatre will
show the play at 7:30 p.m. on the main stage
in Withycombe Hall this week March 1-3, and
next weekend March 9-10, with a 2 p.m. mati-
nee performance on March 11.

A post-show discussion will be held March
10 with director Charlotte Headrick and Robert
Thompson, OSU associate professor of ethnic
studies. Tickets are available to OSU students
for $5.

In a Dublin brogue, Hannah and Samuel

Tewkley begin the play by reminiscing aloud
during a Quaker meeting, wherein the par-
ticipants would sit in a circle and speak as the
spirit moved them. From there, the play is a
flashback of the married couple’s recent expe-
rience of hosting Sarah Worth, a freed slave
turned orator, and Alfred, the abolitionist who
freed her.

Setin 1850 Dublin, the play reveals the moral
dilemmas confronted by its characters and the
vices that at first may not be starkly apparent.

As part of a speaking tour, Sarah Worth deliv-
ers the hair-raising tale of her grandmother’s
journey as a slave in the Middle Passage. She
is hosted in Dublin by the Tewkley’s, at the
insistence of Hannah Tewkley, who is con-
stantly occupied with accomplishing chari-
table deeds. The money she uses to buy socks
for a dying prostitute is given to her by her
husband Samuel, who owns a successful tea
and coffee shop. Ironically, the sugar used for
his family’s business is acquired through slave
labor, one of several secrets the audience soon
learns Samuel has hidden from his wife.

George Caldwell, the scenic designer of the
play and OSU theatre faculty member, has

helped to coordinate the constant flow of the
actors as they move from scene to scene in dif-
ferent sections of the stage with photographs
and dates shown on a projector above the stage.

The seven member cast of OSU students
includes Nicole Snyder, Rowan Russel,
Michael Beaton, Richelle Jean-Bart, Alexandra
Schireman, Anthony O’Hare, and Deborah
Shapiro.

Four different accents will be used by the
actors: American, British Yorkshire and two dif-
ferent types of Irish distinguished by class. OSU
student Jordyn Patton is the assistant direc-
tor and student Abbey Pasquini the costume
designer.

“The thing I've most enjoyed so far about
directing this play has been working with the
actors, seeing these talented people rise to the
challenge of their roles, and seeing a piece of art
come to life,” Headrick said.

The director believes a successful play would
leave the audience feeling moved as well as
inspired to discuss the issues raised.

Kim Kenny, staff reporter
7372231 news@dailybarometer.com

NEIL ABREW | THE DAILY BAROMETER

A rehearsal for “The Sugar Wife” was held yesterday.
The play opens tonight at 7:30 p.m. in Withycombe.
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International News From CNN
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Egypt lifts travel ban
on Americans detained

Egyptian authorities have
lifted the travel ban on 16
Americans accused of fraud
and stirring up unrest after
a series of raids that strained
ties with a leading ally, an
appeals court judge said
Wednesday.

In Washington, U.S.
Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton called the announce-
ment encouraging but
unconfirmed. And another
U.S. official warned that “the
deal isn't done.”

Judge Abdel Moez Ibrahim,
the head of Egypt’s Court of
Appeal, announced the lift-
ing of the travel ban and
said the Americans still face
charges and fines of 2 mil-
lion Egyptian pounds (about
$332,000).

“They must respect the
Egyptian law and the out-
come of the final verdict,” he
said.

Ibrahim said Wednesday’s
move applies only to the
Americans and not to other
activists rounded up in the
late-December crackdown,
which targeted international
non-governmental organiza-
tions that promoted democ-
racy. Egyptian authorities
called their work part of a
pattern of international
interference that was stoking
continued protests against
the current military-led gov-
ernment in Cairo.

Wednesday’s announce-
ment could ease a tense
patch between Egypt and the
United States, its leading ally.
Washington provides more
than $1 billion in military
aid to Egypt every year and
had lobbied heavily for the
detainees’ release.

Only seven of the
Americans are believed
to remain in Egypt, all of
them at the U.S. Embassy in
Cairo. One of those charged
is Sam LaHood, director of
Egypt operations for the
International Republican
Institute and the son of U.S.
Transportation Secretary Ray
LaHood.

ASIA

N. Korea agrees to
halt nuke program

North Korea has agreed
to halt nuclear tests, long-
range missile launches and
enrichment activities at its
Yongbyon nuclear com-
plex in exchange for food
aid from the United States,
the State Department said
Wednesday.

The state-run North
Korean news agency, KCNA,
announced the agreement
separately.

“Today’s announce-
ment represents a modest
first step in the right direc-
tion. We, of course, will be
watching closely and judg-
ing North Korea’s new lead-
ers by their actions,” U.S.
Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton said Wednesday
before the House
Appropriations Committee.

In return for the morato-
rium on nuclear activities
at this key site, the United
States has agreed to a pack-
age of 240,000 metric tons
of nutritional assistance to
North Korea.

According to State
Department officials who
briefed reporters on condi-
tion of not being identified,
the nutritional assistance
will include corn-soy blend,
beans, vegetable oils and
ready-to-eat therapeutic
food.

There will be inten-
sive monitoring to assure
that the delivery is made
to those in need and not
diverted to the military or
government elites, State
Department spokeswoman
Victoria Nuland said in a
statement.

“The DPRK (Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea)
has also agreed to the return
of TAEA inspectors to verify
and monitor the morato-
rium on uranium enrich-
ment activities at Yongbyon
and confirm the disable-
ment of the 5-MW reactor
and associated facilities,”
Nuland said.

ASIA

Police roundup
follows riot in China

Chinese authorities have
made dozens of arrests
following a deadly clash
between Han Chinese and
ethnic Uighurs in the coun-
try’s remote northwest, a
U.S.-based Uighur leader
said Wednesday.

China’s state news agen-
cy Xinhua said 12 people
were killed in rioting near
the northwestern city of
Kashgar, including two shot
and killed by police during
Tuesday’s melee. Xinhua
said the trouble began when
a group of knife-wielding
assailants attacked people
in a market.

But Omer Kanat, vice
president of the World
Uighur Congress, put the
toll at 16, including seven
members of China’s security
forces.

“We have heard different
accounts. We don’t know
exactly what happened,”
Kanat said. But local resi-
dents have told the group
that the rioting began with
a dispute between Uighur
youth and Han Chinese set-
tlers in a market, he said.

“The Chinese authorities
already launched a crack-
down and an arrest cam-
paign after this, and accord-
ing to our information, 80
people are arrested,” he
said. “They are now looking
for the people involved in
this incident.”

Neither account could be
independently verified.

Uighurs are predomi-
nantly Muslim ethnic Turks
who are linguistically, cul-
turally and religiously dis-
tinct from China’s majority
Han population. Chinese
authorities have blamed
Islamic militants of Uighur
descent for previous out-
breaks of violence in
Xinjiang province, where
Uighur-Han Chinese riot-
ing in July 2009 left nearly
200 people dead and 1,700
injured.

MIDDLE EAST

Iran braces for first
election since 2009

Campaign workers distrib-
uted campaign leaflets and
plastered candidate posters
along the Iranian capital’s
tree-lined streets in the final
days before Friday’s parlia-
mentary elections.

Iranian cell phones also lit
up with text messages adver-
tising names of candidates.

Meanwhile, Iranian state
television broadcast wall-to-
wall programming encourag-
ing voters to cast their ballots.

With sloganslike “Our prog-
ress in science and econom-
ics depends on your vote,” the
publicity campaign included
an oft-repeated quote from
the late founder of the Islamic
Republic, Ayatollah Ruhollah
Khomenei, saying, “The mea-
sure of a nation is its vote.”

But out on the traffic-
clogged streets of Tehran,
some Iranians appeared less
than enthusiastic about the
election.

At the Al Javad Mosque
where young men were hand-
ing out campaign leaflets,
an elderly man confronted a
passing turbaned cleric, yell-
ing “Why should we vote?”

When a CNN reporter
asked another man about the
election, he hurried away, say-
ing “I'm not going to vote, so
I'm afraid to talk.”

“I don’t want to take part in
this election,” said another
young man, who asked not
to be named. Asked why he
was boycotting the vote, he
answered, “Everyone has his
own viewpoint. For exam-
ple, someone says ‘I like the
system.” Or someone says ‘I
don’t. I'm the opposite of the
system.” And that’s why.”

In Iran, elections are tradi-
tionally heralded by the revo-
lutionary regime as a popular
demonstration that it enjoys
the overwhelming support of
the population.

But this Friday’s contest
will also mark the first time
Iranians go to the polls since
allegations of vote-rigging
during presidential elections
in 2009.

Find out who YOU voted as

“The BEST of” in TOWN!
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Only 4 days untilit's all revealed in the
March 5 Daily Barometer “Best of” issue!!

Calendar

Thursday, Mar. 1

Meetings

0SU Pre-Law Society, 6pm, StAg 111.
Regular meeting.

College Republicans, 7pm, StAg 132. All
are welcome no matter what beliefs or
political party.

Events

Asian Pacific Cultural Center
(APCC), 6-8pm, MU Board Room. Learn
about the art of Henna and tattoos in
Asian and Polynesian cultures. Stop
by and get Henna tattoos of your own!

Friday, Mar. 2

Events

Diversity Development: NAL, 3-5pm,
Asian Pacific Cultural Center. | Scream
for Identity: In collaboration with all
the centers, we will make sundaes to
explore your identity.

Monday, Mar. 5

Meetings

College Democrats, 5pm, MU Board
Room. Come talk about current events,
local campaigns and international news
with like-minded people!

Events

Diversity Development: NAL, 5:30-
7:30pm, MU 206. Native Hawaiians:
Revealing the Misconceptions.

Tuesday, Mar. 6

Meetings

ASOSU Senate, 7pm, MU 109A.
Convenes to discuss student issues.
Students and student organization del-
egates are welcome to attend.

Wednesday, Mar. 7

Meetings

Baha'i Campus Association, 12:30-
Tpm, MU Talisman Room. Interfaith
readings to share on “Building a Spiri-
tual Democracy.”

Events

Graduate Women's Network, 2-4pm,
Women's Center. GWN is a great place
to connect with other grads and learn
from guest speakers. This month, Mari-
ah Moore from the Career Center will
host a CV workshop.

ASOSU Congress, 7pm, MU Lounge.
The House of Representatives and Sen-
ate convene to hear the SIFC Budget
for the 2012-2013 student fee levels.
hursday,

Mar. 8

Meetings

0SU Pre-Law Society, 6pm, StAg 111.
Regular meeting.

College Republicans, 7pm, StAg 132.
All are welcome no matter what beliefs
or political party.

Monday, Mar. 12

Meetings

College Democrats, 5pm, MU Board
Room. Come talk about current events,
local campaigns and international news
with like-minded people!

Tuesday, Mar. 13

Meetings

ASOSU Senate, 7pm, MU 109A.
Convenes to discuss student issues.
Students and student organization del-
egates are welcome to attend.

Wednesday, Mar. 14

Meetings

ASOSU House of Representatives,
7pm, MU 211. Convenes to discuss
student issues and concerns. Students
and student organization delegates are
welcome to attend.

Baha'i Campus Association, 12:30-
Tpm, MU Talisman Room. Tranquility
Zone - Interfaith devotions on “Mind,
Spirit and Soul.” Bring your favorite
inspirational reading to share.

Thursday, Mar. 15

Meetings

0SU Pre-Law Society, 6pm, StAg 111.
Regular meeting.

College Republicans, 7pm, StAg 132.
All are welcome no matter what beliefs
or political party.

LOCK'IT
OR
LOSE IT!
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Oregon weather poses obstacle for honey bee researcher

= Entomologist, honey bee
specialist enjoys OSU
support, not Oregon
weather limitations

By Tony Santilli
THE DAILY BAROMETER

Ramesh Sagili is an ento-
mologist and has a Ph.D. in
entomology specializing in
honey bee research.

Q: Do you have any research
you're currently working on?

A: Yes I do have research.
I'm [researching] Honey bee
health, pollination and nutri-
tion. These are three impor-
tant areas that we are looking
at at OSU. As you know bee
colonies have been collapsing
since six-seven years ago and
since then we have been los-
ing 30 percent of honey bee
colonies every year— that is
the national average.

We are doing a little bit bet-
ter here in Oregon, but the
colony losses are a big concern
because honey bees are such
important pollinators; they
contribute $20 billion worth
of pollination to our economy.

Q: How do you study honey
bee health, pollination and

NY Times’ claim that business is ‘defau

nutrition?

A: Honey bee help has been
a very prime area to look at.
Here at OSU, we are looking at
honey bee health so there are
several projects related to it.
We are looking and sampling
honey bee colonies across the
state to look at various prob-
lems of pests and diseases
that honey bees have. We are
looking at honey bee nutrition
because since the past 10-15
years our agriculture system
has changed a lot. There is
more mono-cropping and
destruction of habitat.

The bees aren't getting the
balanced diet that they need
to survive. So we are trying to
do different sources of pol-
len; how they can change the
physiology and colony growth
of honey bees. We are trying to
find out a balance of diet. With
the nutrition, bees are polli-
nating; some are good quality
and some aren't.

Basically, we are looking at
the effects of pollen and the
quality of nutrition so that bee
keepers can get some good
information and then they
can use those for maintaining
good nutritional regulation for
the bees.

The last one is honey bee
pollination. As I said before,
honey bees are very important
pollinators. [For] some crops
honey bee pollination is very
critical because without honey
bees there is no [yield] that
the crop can give you. There
are some crops honey bees
aren't really attracted to and
they’re not producing enough
nectar, or the weather is very
cold. Honey bees will only fly if
the temperature is 55 degrees
Fahrenheit or more.

When you have that situa-
tion, the pollination might get
down, so we are using brood
pheromone which can basi-
cally stimulate honey bees,
and you put the pheromone
into the hives.

You can mimic that there is
more larva or babies to feed.
You're basically fooling the
bees to feed more larvas so
they are going out foraging
and they will be getting more
nectar and traveling in larger
numbers. This brood phero-
mone is used to enhance pol-
lination efficiently to increase
pollination and cropping.

Q: How has it been working
at OSU with Oregon’s weather?

A: It's been a great experi-

t" major not app

ence since I came to OSU in
2009. I think I have great sup-
port from the department,
from my colleagues from the
College of Agriculture and
OSU as a whole.

It's been a fascinating expe-
rience to be here in Oregon. I
teach honey bee biology and
it is an increasing enrollment
course. Students are really
excited about honey bees,
learning more about biology
and bee keeping aspects.

Q: Are OSU facilities ade-
quate for your honey bee
research?

A: Yes, OSU’s facilities have
been helpful to my studies.
I have three locations where
I put my bees and we do
experiments.

With the aspect of weather,
my time has been cut shorter
than what I'm used to because
of the Oregon weather. I'm
from Texas where you can
do experiments for about
ten months of the year, but
here there are limitations and
I roughly have four or five
months of solid research I can
do.

Tony Santilli, staff reporter
7372231 news@dailybarometer.com
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= Labeled ‘default’ by New York
Times, business accounts for 14
percent of OSU undergrad degrees

By Vinay Ramakrishnan
THE DAILY BAROMETER

A New York Times article dated April 14,
2011 labeled business the “default major.”

The New York Times claimed in the
article that “the family of majors under
the business umbrella — including
finance, accounting, marketing, manage-
ment, and ‘general business’ — accounts
for just over 20 percent, or more than
325,000 of all bachelor’s degrees awarded
annually in the United States, making it
the most popular field of study.”

This begs the questions: is this the case
at Oregon State University?

Not according to Sabah Randhawa,
Provost and Executive Vice President of
Oregon State University who previously
served as interim dean of the College of

the last graduation class, Business under-
graduate degrees accounted for about 14
percent of total undergraduate degrees,
and business undergraduate and gradu-
ate degrees accounted for about 12 per-
cent of total degrees awarded by OSU.”

Randhawa also said that he would not
refer to business as a “default major.”

According to the Office of Institutional
Research’s Winter Term 2012 Enrollment
summary report, 2,277 undergraduate
students are enrolled in the College of
Business, compared to 4,216 undergradu-
ates in the College of Engineering and
3,523 undergraduates in the College of
Liberal Arts.

Clearly, business is not the most com-
mon major at Oregon State.

Ilene Kleinsorge, Dean of the College
of Business at OSU concurred with Dr.
Randhawa about business not being the
default major.

“I don't think it's a default major.
Students come to identify their passion,”

major at Oregon State, Kleinsorge said,
“there is a business side to every occupa-
tion. It is an excellent degree to allow stu-
dents to work within the industry where
they were interested, but it allows them
to achieve management positions in that
industry.”

Lidia Kusnadi, a finance major and
rush/marketing chair for Alpha Kappa
Psi, a business fraternity, said that she
believes the reason so many OSU stu-
dents choose business is because “busi-
ness is a major that covers a broad spec-
trum of skills, including communication,
creative and technical skills. Therefore, it
is appealing to a broad spectrum of stu-
dents as well.”

In terms of why Kusnadi chose to major
in business, she said, “I am a firm believer
that every industry in the world needs
smart business people to be success-
ful and I would love to be that business
person.”
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“At OSU, the distribution is different. In

Diplomatic efforts renewed as Syrian army continues Homs assau

Fresh diplomatic efforts to
resolve the nearly year-old
crisis in Syria got under way
Wednesday as the situation
inside Syria reached a new
level of concern.

“I think the message is
clear: that the killing and the
violence must stop,” said
Kofi Annan, the joint special
envoy on Syria, to reporters
here. “Humanitarian agencies
must be given access to do
their work, and it is regret-
table that that doesn’t seem
to be happening. That is not
happening.”

Annan, who served as U.N.
secretary-general from 1997
to 2006, announced he was
departing for the region “to
talk to all concerned.”

He did not specify with
whom he would meet or
when the meetings would take
place. “As you can imagine,”
he said, “in this type of situa-
tion, every move is sensitive
and highly political, even the
itinerary. But we are working it
out, and I would expect to get
to Syria fairly soon.”

He said that if his mission
is to succeed, “it is extremely
important that we all accept
that there should be one pro-
cess of mediation -- the one
both the United Nations and
the Arab League have asked
me to lead. When you have

she said.

more than one, and people
take their own initiatives,
the parties play with the
mediators.”

He added, “It is when the
international community
speaks with one voice that that
voice is powerful.”

Annan’s remarks were pre-
ceded by comments from Ban
Ki-moon, the current secre-
tary-general of the world body.

“The situation in Syria has
grown increasingly desper-
ate,” he said. “There is no more
urgent task for the interna-
tional community than to end
the killing immediately. The
government must cease using
force against the civilians.”

After meetings in New York,
Annan will travel to Cairo to
meet with the secretary-gener-
al of the Arab League, and from
there, he will travel “as soon as
possible” to the Middle East,
including to Damascus, Ban
said.

He urged Syrian officials to
cooperate, and expressed dis-
appointment to have learned
Wednesday that they did not
permit U.N. humanitarian
chiefValerie Amos to visit Syria
“despite the clear need and the
repeated commitment by the
government that she would be
welcomed.”

Annan said he had not
been in contact with Syrian

As to why business is such a popular

Vinay Ramakrishnan, staff reporter

President Bashar al-Assad “for
a couple of years,” but said he
would “plead with him that he
should engage -- not only with
me but with the process we are
launching today.”

The diplomatic activity
came as helicopter gunships
fired Wednesday on civilians
in the Baba Amr neighbor-
hood of Homs, a move that
marked a new level of violence
in the country, activists said.

They credited snowfall over
Homs with causing the heli-
copter pilots to land, thereby
ending the threat.

The snow began falling in
the evening, after the opposi-
tion stronghold of Baba Amr
had endured an intense, day-
long campaign of shelling and
gunfire that triggered fears
among the approximately
20,000 residents that a full-
fledged ground invasion could
be imminent, the opposition
activists said.

They said Baba Amr was
under its heaviest shelling yet
and that ground troops had
advanced in al Hakura, an old
part of that neighborhood.
Free Syrian Army fighters
repelled the incursion, which
lasted for hours,, the activists
said.

At least 29 people were
killed Wednesday, including
16 in Homs, according to the

7372231 news@dailybarometer.com
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opposition Local Coordination
Committees of Syria. The
toll included three people in
Damascus suburbs, three in
Daraa, two in Deir Ezzor, two
in Idlib, one in Hama and one
in Latakia.

The deaths in Homs includ-
ed a family of five, the group
said.

The intense shelling made it
difficult for the citizen journal-
ists among Syria’s opposition
to take videos and post them
on YouTube documenting the
day’s events, they said. With
electricity to the city cut, activ-
ists said they were using gen-
erators to power the comput-
ers they were using to upload
the few videos they were able
to shoot.

The opposition Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights
said the family was killed at a
roundabout in the neighbor-
hood of Karm al Zaytoun.

A man was killed by a rocket-
propelled grenade in the Homs
neighborhood of Bab Aldreeb,
and another civilian was shot
dead in the Inshaat neighbor-
hood, the observatory said.

Numerous neighborhoods
in Homs were under attack.
Explosions shook al Khalidiya,
al Bayada, Karm al Zaytoun,
Bab Sbaa and others, an oppo-
sition activist said.

—CNN
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Students should consider who and what receives their fees

ith exorbitant book pric-
es, tuition that goes up
year after year and rental

rates that are far too high, the $412.47
students pay in incidental fees each
term might just feel like a drop in the
bucket of what is already an expensive
endeavor. What is really absurd is that
our student incidental fees are among
the highest in the Northwest.

The Student and Incidental Fees
Committee seems like a great idea;
why not allow students to have a say
in how fees are spent and charged? But
the opaque system, with budget hear-
ings attended by no one, and commit-
tee members’ questions being evaded
by the professional staff and students
presenting, doesn't feel like the most
ideal system. Especially when there is
so much money at stake.

In fact, OSU students are charged
far more than other students in the
Oregon University System. Students at
the University of Oregon are charged
$375 per term, and students at
Portland State University are charged
$349 a term. Are the services provid-
ed by our fees any better than those
provided at the other universities?

Weathering the winfer blues

Editorial

Probably not, so why are we paying so
much more?

The reason is that a lot of our stu-
dent fees are spent on subsidies, and
student-employee and professional
staff pay; In a way, we have created a
bureaucratized mini-welfare state for
OSU students.

You currently pay $3.95 a term
to pay for drop-off childcare in the
library called Our Little Village and
to provide childcare subsidies for
student parents. While these subsi-
dies amount to, at most, a subsidy of
$383 per term, they only help about
60 to 70 students per term. Is it the
responsibility of majority of the stu-
dent body to pay childcare for a small
sliver of the student body, especially
when these services can’t be used by
the 91 percent of students who do not
have children?

But that isn’'t the only subsidy
your fees pay for; student fees also
go towards Mealbux, a program that
awards on average $40 to $60 per
term, per student for meals. It also

goes toward health care subsidies
and funding Student Health Services.
College is an expensive prospect for
most, but is it our responsibility to
charge ourselves — including those
who receive the subsidies — to help
pay for things many of us don't use.

We also subsidize athletics, with fee
dollars going to support 3.85 percent
of the total athletics budget. Of course,
students are eligible for free tickets to
sit in the student section, but many
students could care less about football
or basketball, and many other sport-
ing events on campus. Is it our respon-
sibility to subsidize what are essen-
tially entertainment and luxuries?

The list goes on. Your fee dollars
pay for attorneys available to use free
of charge, they subsidize the Beaver
Yearbook (which has difficulties sell-
ing any), they provide free mental
health care for students through
Counseling and Psychological
Services and money to help support
the cultural centers on campus. They
prop up the Memorial Union and go
toward funding many of its activi-
ties. Fee dollars also fund ASOSU;
that money funds all sort of things,

including employee salaries and trips
for students to Washington D.C.

Your fee dollars next year will also
go toward funding raises for stu-
dent employees, from the Memorial
Union to ASOSU, and even The Daily
Barometer staff. While many stu-
dents are having a hard time find-
ing employment, student leaders are
sitting here in Snell Hall or the MU,
patting themselves on the back for a
job well done.

While we may believe we deserve
a raise, student voices have not been
raised questioning whether we actu-
ally do deserve them. They should
be raised, as well as questions about
all the new staff many departments
want to hire, from a web and media
person for Recreation Sports, to an
additional clerical position to help
run Our Little Village.

The problem is, most likely, these
fees will be approved with little
questioning, and will be duly paid
by a student body that doesn’t think
twice when looking at their bills
once a term. This may be out of
apathy, a feeling that whatever stu-
dents say would be ignored and that

we are too small to make effective
change. But the great thing about
having a student-controlled fee pro-
cess, is that we do have a say about
how our money is spent, and we as
a student body need to make our
voices heard.

But to make this happen, students
need to get involved, get informed and
make their voices heard. Tonight, the
Student and Incidental Fees Commiittee
is holding an open forum in the MU
Ballroom at 6 p.m. and would like to
hear from students on how they want
their fees to be spent. If you have ever
complained about fees being too damn
high, or about how you hate subsidiz-
ing this fish wrapper of a newspaper or
childcare subsidies, you should go to
this meeting. Or, if you feel the many
services provided by student fees are
valuable, you need to make your voice
heard as well.

Otherwise, you can keep mum the
rest of the year and continue to go into
debt helping to fund our little student
welfare state.
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Public perception of “freethinkers,”

regon is a beautiful place to live.
However, as we know, it can turn quite

dark, cold and wet here in the winter.

Guest Column

You may find that your mood and well-being

now to break the stigma

also change with the seasons. Specifically, you
may feel more sad, irritable or just “blah.” Your
sleep patterns, energy, concentration, appetite
and weight may change, and it may be harder to
find activities you enjoy. You also might have dark
and gloomy thoughts like, “I'm a loser,
sucks” and “things are never going to change.”
For some people, these experiences stick
around for too long and can start to interfere
with their daily life, such as socializing, study-
ing and working. In such cases, these prob-
lems may be part of a mental health problem,
such as a major depressive disorder. A pattern
of depression that becomes serious during
a particular time of year (usually fall/winter)
and goes away in another time of year (usu-
ally spring/summer) for several years is called

Seasonal Affective Disorder.

Studies of the prevalence of SAD are limited,
but suggest 1 to 10 percent of people have the
illness. Other research shows that 27 percent
— if not
clinically impairing — seasonal changes in
mood and behavior. Thus, having the winter
blues may be quite common, and may be very
unpleasant and disruptive, even if it is not a

of people experience “problematic”

clinical disorder.

The dominant theory of SAD suggests that
a seasonal decrease in sunlight has an adverse
effect on our brain. Specifically, sunlight is
used by primitive parts of the brain that regu-
late sleep/wake cycles (circadian rhythms) and
perhaps areas of the brain known to regulate
hibernation in other mammals. Disruption in
these cycles may create a kind of hibernation
syndrome where the brain tells the body to
stock up on food, limit energy expenditure
and hunker down for the winter. Deficiencies
in Vitamin D have also been theorized to play
a role in the winter blues (our skin produces
Vitamin D in response to sunlight exposure,

which is reduced in winter).

While these explanations are appealing, stud-
ies have not made an absolute connection
between changes in sunlight, as opposed to
seasonal changes in social and psychological

” «

factors, and SAD. Given this, it may be wise to
consider several lifestyle changes rather than
focusing exclusively on light exposure.

1. Get active. Don't let the weather stop you
from being active and going outside. Exercise
can be social or meditative and can improve
sleep. Find new routines, such as indoor exer-
cise, or taking walks in your rain gear.

2. When it comes to sleep, be boring. Make
your sleep schedule as regular and predictable
as possible, and get plenty of it.

3. Do it anyway. Depression tells you to stay
home and pass up social stimulation. Being
alone and inactive can feed a cycle of negative
thoughts and a depressed mood. So even when
you don't feel like it, try to “do it anyway.”

4. Be with people. The support you get from
friends and family helps you handle stress and
avoid depression. Make an extra effort to call or
spend time with people when you need a lift.

5. Moderate your substance use. Alcohol
is a depressant, so it is not a great antidote
for depression. Substance usage can impact
your mood, sleep, appetite, weight and social
relationships.

Other options are available for individuals
with more serious symptoms of SAD or winter
blues.

First, effective treatments for non-seasonal
depression, such as cognitive-behavioral ther-
apy and antidepressant medication, are also
effective in treating SAD. Second, controlled
trials support theories that symptoms of SAD,
as well as of the winter blues and non-sea-
sonal depression — respond positively to full-
spectrum light therapy. Light boxes can be
purchased online or loaned through Student
Health Services.

However, intermittent and irregular use
would not be expected to be effective (e.g., a
2005 study reviewed treatment trials that gave
individuals at least 3,000 lux-hours of exposure,
at least four days per week, and in most tri-
als, individuals were told to use light boxes as
soon after waking as possible). We recommend
that those interested in using light boxes con-
sider a period of regular and repeated use, read
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manufacturer’s instructions carefully, and con-
sider consulting with a counselor or therapist
about how to maximize benefits. Counselors at
Counseling and Psychological Services encour-
age students to use light therapy in coordina-
tion with counseling and/or medication for the
best results.

For some people, making lifestyle changes
and improving self-care will help them weather
the winter blues. But if you think you are expe-
riencing a more significant depression or are
having thoughts of suicide, it is time to get help
from a counselor or therapist.

David Kerr, Ph.D, Assistant Professor
Psychology Department

n a campaign stop in November,

O Newt Gingrich said, “I don’t think

a woman could be president.
The belief that any woman could run the
whole country by herself is just arrogant and
un-American!”

Got your attention? Good, cause Gingrich
didn't say that. He wasn't talking about a
women being president, nor was he talking
about an African American, Asian, Hispanic,
gay, lesbian, transgendered, Native American
or any other identifying remark based on
color, race, creed or social economic status.

Instead, he was talking about belief. The
full remark was “If you said to me we were
electing somebody who believed that they by
themselves were strong enough to be presi-
dent of the United States,  would tell you that
person terrifies me...” Aside from the silent
claim Gingrich just made in stating he thinks
he can't run the country unless a little voice is
whispering inside his head, he also illustrated
one of the more silent discriminations in the
United States today: discrimination against
freethinkers.

Atheists, agnostics and secular humanists
— they all fall under the umbrella term of
freethinkers, and the public doesn't like those
groups. A public Religion Research poll found
an atheist candidate for president to be least
electable, with 67 percent of individuals say-
ing they were uncomfortable voting for such
a person.

A study done by the National Post found
that people rank atheists alongside rapists
in levels of trust. Not that surprising when
50 percent of the American public believes
that you need to believe in a god in order to
have any morality, right or wrong. With such
a stigma surrounding nonbelief, it's not hard
to imagine that many freethinkers keep their
thoughts to themselves, for fear of losing
friends, families and jobs.

To be clear, I'm not writing this to say “Oh
boo hoo, poor little atheists.” Our society is
rife with prejudice and discrimination of all
sorts; this is just another item to add to the
picture. I'm saying freethinkers have morals
and ideas as well; we're just far more honest
about the fact that humans are the creators
of these things, not some divine figure in the
sky.

Morality, in its operating definition we use
every day, cannot come from an arbitrary
authority figure. A parent can chastise a child
for doing something wrong (i.e., hitting other
children is wrong), and the child may realize
what he/she did was wrong, but only with
thought, critical thinking and discussion, can
that child state why something is wrong. To
say that something is wrong because the big
“G” says so is not morality, it is childish, and
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a baseless appeal to authority.

Philosophy 101 aside, this article has a
larger point. As Einstein said, the tools for
fighting racism and prejudice are “enlight-
enment and education. This is a slow and
painstaking process...” Since I believe that
the discrimination freethinkers face is based
in ignorance and the unknown, rather than
outright hatred, I present the following sim-
ple guidelines for what to do when you find
yourself sitting with a freethinker.

1. If one says they are atheist, they are
atheist. Don't call them agnostic. Yes, one can
never know with 100 percent certainty that
a god does or does not exist; the same could
be said for fairies, dragons, ogres and other
mythical creatures, but I doubt one would be
considered skeptic about those.

2. Freethinkers are not close-minded, nor
do they need to “look for God.” Most free-
thinkers have considered numerous beliefs
and ideas when it comes to the big question,
and are willing to listen to thoughts on the
matter. But life is precious, and some have
better things to do than hear the same argu-
ments over and over.

3. Don't label one a Satanist. Seriously, just
don't. It doesn't make any sense in the first
place.

4. Don't try to prove anything or try to save
another from their beliefs. You respect their
choices, they’ll respect yours.

5. Freethinkers prefer to have a discussion,
an exchange of ideas, rather than a debate or
an argument. Life is short — better to have
a friendship of mutual respect than a victor
and loser.

The difference between an atheist and a
theist is small — just one thought. But that
one thought can have massive consequences.

It leads me to believe that religion is one
of the most monstrous institutions in the
word today and that faith is a useless, miser-
able way to live out your human existence.
However, I still care for any one person of
faith as another human being. There are hun-
dreds of billions of galaxies in the universe,
trillions of stars and only one “you.” You are
more precious than diamonds or gold, and
worthy of respect and compassion. To me,
that means even if I disagree with you, I still
think you're awesome.

How’s that for a commandment?

v

Harrison Pride is a senior in microbiology. The opinions expressed in his columns do
not necessarily represent those of The Daily Barometer staff. Pride can be reached at
forum@dailybarometer.com.
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Benefits of f

hilomath residents will

P be voting next month
on if they should restore
fluoride to the public water sup-
ply. I know, I know— why should
you care about the water that
our neighbors to the west drink?
Though you may not have a clue
about what is in your water, the
decision to add or remove fluo-
ride from municipal waters is
one that will indefinitely affect
us all — it’s a public health issue.

The much-debated topic of
adding fluoride to the municipal
water supply isn't an old argu-
ment. While many feel the addi-
tion of fluoride increases dental
health by preventing cavities and
tooth decay, others feel that add-
ing fluoride seems unnecessary
— even harmful. According to
the National Institute of Dental
and Craniofacial Research, flu-
oride — a naturally occurring
mineral found in rocks — was
discovered as a means to prevent
tooth decay in the late 1940s.

Since this revelation, further
research from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
has proven fluoride can pre-
vent cavities, lessen the sever-
ity of existing cavities, prevent
the need for expensive fillings
and painful tooth extractions,
and can also lessen the pain and
suffering associated with tooth
decay.

Accordingto the CDC, fluoride
prevents tooth decay by keeping
tooth enamel strong and solid,
helping to minimize bacteria
that erode a tooth’s outer sur-
face. By adding an appropriate
amount of fluoride to munici-
pal water, citizens drinking city
water will have an extra layer of
protection against cavities.

This idea especially benefits
young children; though fluoride
can be administered via tooth-
paste or dental rinses, not all
children have access to routine
dental care. Children living in
poverty may not have access

Paeth

On the Bright Side
to toothbrushes or toothpaste,
and even those who do often
don't brush their teeth properly
to receive the benefits of fluo-
ride. Adding fluoride to the city
drinking water is an easy way to
prevent dental problems in all
kids, regardless of their access to
a dentist.

Of course, not everyone is pro-
fluoride. One of the main con-
cerns with the addition of fluo-
ride to drinking water is over-
exposure to the substance, also
known as “fluorosis.” According
to the American Academy of
Pediatric Dentistry, fluorosis
causes discoloration of the teeth
— usually small white streaks
— and in extreme cases, may
require expensive treatment to
restore.

Fluorosis in children under
eight years of age is caused by
over-consumption of fluo-
ride, which often occurs from
ingesting too much fluoridated
toothpaste in conjunction with
drinking fluoridated water and
taking a fluoride supplement.
According to the CDC, only
10 percent of fluorosis cases
are severe enough to require
treatment.

Anotheranti-fluoridated water
argument claims that ingesting
mild to moderate amounts of
fluoride can cause damage to
the kidneys, brain and bones.
According to the Fluoride Action
Network, several studies showed
a correlation between a low IQ
and high fluoride ingestion.

Early last year, a Journal of
Dentistry and Oral Hygiene
study compared childhood intel-
lectual development between
kids that received .41 parts

per million of fluoride in their
water versus kids that received
2.38 ppm in their water. Normal
fluoridated water should con-
tain .7 ppm, according to the
CDC. If there is in fact a sound
correlation between lowered
IQ and increased fluoride con-
sumption, 2.38 ppm of fluoride
is three times the recommended
amount of fluoride. This doesn't
seem like a fair comparison.

Some anti-fluoride activists
argue that consuming fluoride
can cause cancer. This heavily-
debated argument surfaced
after a 1990 National Toxicology
Program study that showed an
increase of bone tumors in male
rats after given water high in
fluoride for two years. However,
other studies have shown no
such correlation regarding
increased fluoridation causing
cancer in animals or humans.

In February of 1991, the Public
Health Service compiled over
50 epidemiological studies con-
ducted over the span of 40 years
and found that the optimal level
of fluoridation in water sup-
plies does not pose any detect-
able cancer risks to humans.
According to The National
Cancer Institute, substantial evi-
dence linking cancer to fluoride
does not exist.

Fluoridated water provides a
continuous, low-level exposure
to fluoride. When paired with
“high concentration” fluoridat-
ed sources — like toothpaste or
mouth rinse — fluoridated water
can drastically improve dental
health. According to the CDC,
tooth decay affects over a quar-
ter of 2- to 5-year-olds and over
half of 12- to 15-year-olds in the
country today.

Kids from lower-income
households are at an even great-
er risk of tooth decay. In fact,
about half of all adolescents
and two thirds of 12- to 19-year-
olds from low-income house-
holds have experienced tooth

voridated water, Philomath should support proposition

decay. More than a quarter of
Americans aged 65 and older
have lost all of their teeth due to
untreated tooth decay.

Tooth decay isn't just a painful
and expensive problem; it also
poses huge social hindrances.
Coming from a rural Oregon
community that does not pro-
vide fluoridated water, I have wit-
nessed the effects of tooth decay
in my community firsthand.

Kids that have rotting teeth
not only look different, but they
also can't eat the same food as
other kids. Children who have
lost all of their baby teeth due
to decay may have to wait until
their adult teeth come in to actu-
ally be able to eat and smile nor-
mally. Students that don't have
teeth, or have rotting teeth, may
be socially isolated or made fun
of, which can drastically lower
self-esteem and school perfor-
mance. After all, how would you
feel if you were too afraid to smile
because you had rotting teeth?

Americans spent an estimat-
ed $108 billion on trips to the
dentist in 2010, according to the
CDC. Not everyone can afford
toothpaste and toothbrushes, let
alone a trip to the dentist. Not
providing municipal fluoridated
water is a huge disservice to the
children in our communities
and to the oral health of millions
of Americans.

Come next month, voters in
Philomath would be wise to
advocate for the addition of fluo-
ride to their community water
supply. Providing fluoridated
drinking water is the most cost
effective measure in prevent-
ing oral health issues that affect
entire populations. Community
water fluoridation was named
one of the greatest public health
achievements of the 20th century
for a reason — it works.
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Sarah Paeth is a senior in public health. The opinions
expressed in her columns do not necessarily represent those of

The Daily Barometer staff. Paeth can be reached af foum@
dailybarometer.com.

ASOSU House

To ASOSU and allies

T his past year has presented many difficult chal-

lenges. Our organization has been brought into

the spotlight of the student body, faculty, staff,
administrators and community. It is unfortunate the
circumstances under which this light has come about.
Rather than filling headlines with accomplishments
or championing victories for students, the focus of
attention has surrounded our shortcomings and lack
of collaboration.

Our internal struggles reflect the growing pains that
follow the institution of our relatively young system of
governance. It has been only three short years since
the overhaul of our governing documents. In this short
time, we have experienced the growth and expansion
of our very different branches of government. Each
branch has and will continue to develop in order to
better represent and serve the students of Oregon State
University.

Through times of success and through times of strug-
gle, our system of governance will be further defined
with each challenge we face. Each one of us as student
leaders put forth every effort to make this university —
our university — a place where students can enjoy their
time here while pursuing their education.

Some may still have questions that deserve answers,
but these answers will come in time. These ques-
tions will be answered through active communication,
through listening and through the accountability to our
fellow students that each of us agreed upon.

In an effort to heal, reflect and learn, we must move
forward as an ASOSU united. We must move forward
in a collaborative effort to effectively work towards the
betterment of our organization and our student body.

Our actions this year will live on in OSU’s history.
Luckily, we are presented with an opportunity to make
a positive impact on the remainder of the academic
year. Let’s grab hold of this golden opportunity to repair
ASOSU'’s tarnished image, heal from the contentious
nature of recent events, reflect on ways in which we can
improve our practices for students, and learn from our
mistakes with full recognition and ownership.

Let’s get back to work for the students; They deserve
the best from us and we should give them our absolute
best as elected representatives of the student body
— together, united and accountable for the students
whom we have sworn “to be constantly faithful.”

Faithfully yours,
Drew Hatlen, Speaker of the House
ASOSU Congress, Oregon State University
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and stuff like that, and we wanted to get him out of there,” Burton
said.

The next day, Nelson and Burton helped Hoover move into their
three-bedroom Corvallis home.

“They had everything set up for me,” Hoover said. “They even
made my bed. Except they used Laker blankets, because I hate the
Lakers.”

NBA preference aside, the entire chain of events speaks volumes.

“Some people don'tunderstand Roberto Nelson,” Craig Robinson
said. “That kid has the biggest, warmest heart of anybody I've ever
met.”

It didn't take long for Robinson to fully understand Hoover and
Nelson's unbreakable bond.

Hoover followed Nelson and Burton everywhere they went in
Corvallis, so Robinson welcomed Hoover into the basketball family.

“I told him, ‘Dont feel like you have to be a stranger, come
around, come to practice and things like that,” Robinson said.

Hoover, a self-described basketball addict, took full advantage of
the coach’s offer.

He hung out with the team every chance he got, went to every
practice he could (even the 5:30 a.m. ones), and joined the team in
the locker room before and after each home game.

Before he knew it, it was like he was part of the team.

The Meso American Student Association (MASA) and
Movimiento Estudiantil Chicano de Aztlan (MECh.A)
are proud to present:
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Yesterday’s Solution

“He’s just one of us,” Burton said.

“If T could, I'd try to play college ball,” Hoover said. “So it’s nice to
be around it and see what it’s like.”

Not only is Hoover somebody that everyone loves to be around,
Robinson said, he’s also someone the team can draw inspiration
from.

“The hard work and diligence that it takes for him to get through
life every day is what we're trying to teach our players,” Robinson
said.

Hoover, who is studying business and one day hopes to start his
own business revolving around sports and music, is a student at
Linn-Benton Community College.

Next year, he plans to dual-enroll at OSU and LBCC. Once that
happens, he'll be eligible to become a team manager — meaning
hed be allowed to sit on the bench with the team and travel to away
games.

Robinson said he doesnt know what specific responsibilities
Hoover will have, but they’ll “find a role for him.”

Burton can't fathom a scenario that doesn't involve Nelson and
Hoover sticking together.

“I can't see them growing apart,” Burton said. “They’re family.
They're brothers. They have a strong bond you can't break.”

After this year, Nelson will still have two more years of collegiate
eligibility.

He said he doesn't know where life will take him from there, but
he does know who will be along for the ride.

“[Hoover] has to finish his school first, but right when he finishes
school, he'll be right there with me,” Nelson said.

Even if Nelson is playing somewhere professionally?

“He'll be my agent,” Nelson said.

That would just be another happy chapter to a story that could
have gone in so many wrong directions.

“It could have turned out any way, all the stuff I've been through.
I'm surprised I'm not born mentally challenged on some heavy
type stuff,” Hoover said. “I thank God for all my blessings.”

“It's one of those stories...” Robinson said. “If it wasn't so
inspiring, it would be heartbreaking.”

Grady Garrett, sports editor

Twitter: @gradygarrett
sports@dailybarometer.com

Favorite memories

Ifyou have been best friends for over a decade, you've prob-
ably created a few lifelong memories. Johnathon Hoover and
Roberto Nelson shared some of their favorites:

1.The Oop

At a high school pep rally their junior year, Nelson asked
Hoover to throw him an alley-oop.

Hoover had just returned from physical therapy, where he
had been working with a medicine ball.

“I was like ‘man, its going to be off... I'm telling you,”
Hoover remembers saying.

But Nelson insisted. Sure enough, Hoover’s lob attempt
sailed over Nelson's head.

Hoover's second attempt was even more off.

“Vince Carter wouldn't have got it,” Nelson said.

2.Dangerous waters

Nelson’s favorite memory came when the two went kayak-
ing with a few friends a few summers ago.

Nelson said Hoover, who “hates water,” was scared stiff
most of the trip, but started to paddle more toward the end.

“The water is calm as can be, he’s like, ‘Oh, Bert, I got it, 'm
starting to get the hang of it but he starts going a little bit
faster and he puts his paddle all the way under water and he
starts going ‘uh oh...” and he tipped over so slow;” Nelson said.

Hoover fell in and immediately started panicking, so Nelson
jumped in after him.

“I'm holding him up, and hes like thank you, you saved me’
and I'm like ‘I didn't save you, you had a life vest on,” and he’s
like ‘no, I was drowning,” Nelson recalls.

“To this day, he still thinks I saved him even though he had
a life vest on.”

3.43

On the bus on the way to a high school basketball game,
Nelson and his coach got into it.

“I could hear (the coach) yelling at Berto, then I heard him
tell Berto he sucked,” Hoover recalls. “Berto looked up at him,
put his headphones in, and then before the game he told me
he was going off.”

Nelson went out and scored a career-high 43 points that
night, and according to Hoover, “looked at his coach after
every point.”

Classifieds

Help Wanted

YOUTH LACROSSE COACHES. Do you
love Lacrosse? Come help the youth of
Corvallis love it too! Be a Coach! Volunteer
coaching positions are available through the
Corvallis Parks & Recreation Department.
Call Today 541-754-1706.

STUDENTPAYOUTS.COM Paid survey
takers needed in Corvallis. 100% Free to
join. Click on Surveys.

BARTENDERS WANTED. Up to $250/day.
No experience necessary. Training available.
Call 800-965-6520 ext. 151.

EARN $1000-$3200 a month to drive our
brand new cars with ads. www.CarDriveAds.
com

Summer Employment

CAMP COUNSELORS, male/female, needed
for great overnight camps in the mountains of
PA. Have fun while working with children
outdoors. Teach/assist with A&C, Aquatics,
Media, Music, outdoor Rec, Tennis, & more.
Office, Nanny & Kitchen positions available.
Apply online at www.pineforestcamp.com.

Summer Employment

LEADERS, TEACHERS, LIFEGUARDS
Spend your summer gaining valuable skills
for future employment. Join the Corvallis
Parks and Recreation summer staff.
Energetic, motivated and organized people
are needed for Recreation Day Camp
Leaders, Head Lifeguards (lifeguard
instructor certification preferred), Lifeguards
(certification required: call for training
opportunities), Swim Instructors (water safety
instructor certification preferred: call for
training opportunities), YVC and YPC Crew
Leaders. Most jobs are daytime hours
Monday-Friday $8.80-$11.74 per hour, 15-40
hours per week. Job descriptions and
applications are available at the Parks and
Recreation office at 1310 SW Avery Park
Drive or on the City of Corvallis website,
www.ci.corvallis.or.us Call 541-766-6918 for
information. Don’t miss out. Apply today.
Interviews are in April and May.

Services

EDITING: DISSERTATIONS, THESES,
publications, term papers. Tutoring: English
language skills. Experienced retired
professor. 541-740-3707

Lost & Found

FOUND SMALL DOG between 30th and
31st, College Hill Neighborhood. Call to iden-
tify. 541-757-8523

excellent volunteers.

« ASOSU

Oregon State

UNIVERSITY

A Special Thank You to Our
Volunteers and Colleagues!

Career Services would like to express our utmost
appreciation for all of those who volunteered

and helped with the Tuesday, February 22 and
Wednesday, February 23 Career Fairs.

The success of these events would not be possible
without the generous donations of time by groups
and individuals. Volunteers contributed the
equivalent of 106 staffing hours for the fairs, in
addition to providing an excellent experience for
employers and OSU students.

Employers attending OSU career fairs compliment
us on our customer service, organization and
preparedness of our students. In doing so, they also
tell us that our fairs are one of the best of the many
they attend throughout the country. A great deal of
credit for our reputation with employers goes to our

Volunteers included many individual students,
0SU staff and the following groups:

« Alpha Kappa Psi « Air Force ROTC

« OSU Ultimate Frisbee Club Team
- Oregon State University Retiree’s Association

- Student Affairs Division Staff

« Student Leadership & Involvement

Thank you from all of us at Career Services!

Career Services

Lost & Found

LOST NISSAN CAR KEYS+MORE on Feb.
27, near Campus Way. If found please call
541-760-3598

Health & Fitness

OSU GUYS! Get answers to questions you
have always had and get paid for it! Attend
a free MARS appointment and receive a $20
gift certificate to Fred Meyer. Talk 1:1 with a
MARS peer educator about sexual health and
relationships. All appointments are confi-
dential. To schedule call OSU Student Health
Services at 541-737-2775.
studenthealth.oregonstate.edu/mars

STUDENT HEALTH SERVICES has a fully
integrated Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner
program to support any student, regardless of
gender identity, who is a survivor of sexual as-
sault. Call 541-737-9355 or come to Student
Health in the Plageman Bldg.
studenthealth.oregonstate.edu/sane

For Rent

The Oregon State University
Daily Barometer assumes no
liability for ad content or response.
Ads that appear too good
to be true, probably are.
Respond at your own risk.

The Daily

CLASSIFIED ADS

are now

oN-INE!

ace an online and/or
print classified ad, go to

dailybarometer.campusave.com
Online Rates:
FREE to students, staff & faculty
with onid.orst.edu email
$25 per ad per month
No refunds will be issued.
Print Rates:
15 words or less, per day - $3.75
Each additional word, per day - 25¢
10 Days - 25% off « 20 Days - 50% off

THREE TO SEVEN BEDROOM HOUSES
AND TOWNHOUSES within blocks to cam-
pus. Available starting Summer 2012. 541-
753-9123.

Adoption

ADOPT Abundance of love to offer a child in
a stable, secure, and nurturing home. Ap-
proved homestudy. Fees paid. Call anytime
(800)571-4136.

S Community

oM Outreach

in partnership with the Corvallis community presents

Sunday, March 4
5:00 to 7:00 pm

First Congregational Church of Christ
4515 SW West Hills Road « Corvallis

Tickets $9 each or $23 for a Family
For more information or to purchase tickets please call 541.758.3000
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Santa Barbara. They told him about a program for
foster children — a program that would help him
find a job, help him buy a car.

“They tried to throw everything at me to get
me to stay, but I was like ‘No, I want to go with
Roberto,” and theyd keep telling me it wasn't
going to work,” Hoover said. “They had their mind
set that Berto was a bad guy, and I don't know why
they thought that, because he really is a great guy
and he never comes off as a bad guy.

“But I went with my mind, because I know
Berto better than anybody.”

When Nelson departed for Corvallis in 2009,
Hoover initially stayed behind.

The separation was tough on the both of them.

“I literally called him every day, I would bug
him all the time,” Nelson said. “I would call him
three or four times a day, walking to class. I would

cally to enroll at OSU, Hoover couldn' live with
Nelson in the dorms.

“I asked my RA and talked to all the people
there to see if he could come stay with me in the
dorms, and they said he couldn't,” Nelson said.
“So I was just waiting for a time that I was gonna
be able to move out of the dorms. I talked to
[OSU] Coach [Craig Robinson], and he told me I
had to get good grades to be able to move out.”

Hoover, meanwhile, played the waiting game.
He even quit his job at Albertsons so hed be able
to leave Santa Barbara at a moment’s notice.

“I knew it was coming, but with Roberto you
don't know when it's gonna happen,” Hoover said.
“If he says it's gonna happen, it's gonna happen.
But you don't know when. I was ready to get outta
Santa Barbara and live a new life.”

In July 2010, the moment Hoover had been
waiting for arrived.

“Roberto called me and was like, ‘Pack your
bags, I'm going to be there in 30 minutes. You're

coming back [to Corvallis] with me and Joe
[Burton] on the plane,”” Hoover said.
“We saw how he was living in Santa Barbara

See HOOVER/NELSON | page 6

always tell him, ‘You need to come up, you need
to come up.”

But Hoover couldn’t come up.

Because he wasnt far along enough academi-

JOHN ZHANG | THE DAILY BAROMETER

Johnathon Hoover has watched Roberto Nelson play basketball since they were in elementary
school. Now, he watches him at Gill.

ALEXANDRA TAYLOR | THE DAILY BAROMETER

Nelson and Hoover used to spend hours shooting together in their high school gym or at a hoop
outside one of their houses.

FEE LEVELS 2011-2012
FEES ARE PER STUDENT, PER TERM

ASOSL 320.44

512.50
Athletics §42.18 None
Counseling and Psychological Services  $35.23 £35.23
Diversity Development $12.8 5830
Educatianal Activitles §12.12 SE.50
Memorial Union $65.78 558.80
Music Ensembles $4.71 Maone
Qur Little Village §2.095 None
Recreational Sports $66.20 556.93
Student Health Services $100.53 5100.53
Student Sustalnability nitiative $11.86 Nane
SIFC Administration 1841 Nane
Bad Debt Expenss §0.25 50.25
Contdngency $1.00 51.00
Student Facilities Improvements* $17.00 512.50
Total §412.47 $295.54

*Includes Siudent Legacy “ark/Mchlexander Fieldhouse Renovation

and Student Experience Cenber,

**Due to delays In legislative approval for the SEC, the fee (48.00) for the project
was NOT callected, and has temporarily been removed from the total. The same will
apply to fee collection for Winter Term 2012,

Tell us how you want your money spent

Student Incidental Fee Open Hearing

You, a student at OSU, currently pay

$412.47 EVERY
TERM

in student fees! Don't you wish you

could prevent increases to that fee?
Or even help decide what you
want your money to pay for?

Come to the SIFC Open Hearing this Thursday, 6pm in
the MU ballroom. This is the ONLY time of year the
committee actively seeks input and opinions from OSU
students at large, but we need you to come and give us
your input! The incidental fee is set by your student
peers, but you need to tell them what you want to fund!

View the budgets and more information at oregonstate.edu/SIFC

6PM, MU Ballroom
THURSDAY, MARCH 1ST
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Hey @RobertOohssuu55, good thing you didn’t go to UCLA.
That could’ve been your shirt that Reeves Nelson pee’d on

— @L_Hurd (Lamar Hurd)
Beaver Tweet of the Day
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= Through life’s ups and downs, Roberto
Nelson, Johnathon Hoover have
always been there for each other

By Grady Garrett
THE DAILY BAROMETER

Hed talked about his mom’s drug addiction.
Hed talked about his biological dad’s lack of pres-
ence in his life. He'd talked about the tragic death
of his father figure.

Johnathon Hoover rehashed it all without the
slightest quiver in his voice.

He was confident, unshaken, like a man who'd
come to terms with the fact that life dealt him a
bad hand; a man who held no grudges.

But as soon as he recalled the people who once
questioned his best friend Roberto Nelson’s loy-
alty, his tone began to change drastically.

Tonight, Roberto Nelson will take the floor of
Gill Coliseum looking to help the Oregon State
men’s basketball team snap a five-game losing
streak.

Johnathon Hoover will watch from his row
eight seat in section K, the same spot he takes in
each Beaver home game.

Because he was born with cerebral palsy and
without Achilles tendons, Hoover has never been
able to play sports competitively.

So he’s reduced to watching.

But that’s just a footnote in this 20-year-old’s
remarkable journey — a journey he’s shared with
Nelson.

Johnathon Hoover spent the first four years of
his life living under his grandma’s roof.

That was because his mom was a drug addict.
The only time hed see her, he says, was when
she'd come around to take his urine for her drug
test.

“Then shed leave,” he said.

His biological dad was never a part of his life —
Hoover has only seen him three times.

After his grandma’s passing in 1995, Hoover
(then Johnathon Green) moved in with James
Hoover, his mom’s friend, who he refers to as his

Sports

unbreakable bond

dad.

Johnathon has called half a dozen households
in Santa Barbara, Calif. home, but James Hoover’s
was the only one he truly felt comfortable in.

“He was my best friend, in addition to being my
dad,” Hoover said.

Two days after Johnathon started seventh
grade, James Hoover was diagnosed with lung
cancer.

A month later, he passed away. Johnathon was
devastated.

“I was on the verge of giving everything up,” he
said. “I felt like I had nothing else
to live for.”

Enter: Roberto Nelson.

The two had been friends
since elementary school. In
junior high, they grew closer.
After James Hoover’s death, they
became inseparable.

“I didn’t really want to be
at home after my dad died,”
Hoover said. “So I started going
to Roberto’s more. He made sure
I kept my mind off things. When
Ineeded someone to talk to, he'd
be the one who would listen to
me.”

“He opened up to me a lot,
and I respected him for that,” Nelson said. “And I
respected him for making it through all the things
he'd been through and not ever complaining.”

Johnathon was in and out of several homes
after the passing of James Hoover, but no situa-
tion felt right.

Naturally, he started spending nights at
Nelson’s.

Hoover estimates that by his sophomore year
of high school, he was staying at Nelson’s three
weeks out of a month.

“We became closer and closer each day,” Nelson
said. “I didn't really see him as a friend anymore, I
saw him as a brother. He became an instant fam-
ily member to me and my family.”

Home was technically the house of James
Hoover’s cousin, but the only time Johnathon
would go home was if he worked the late shift at

We became closer
and closer each day.
| didn’t really see him
as a friend anymore, |
saw him as a brother.
He became an instant

family member.

Roberto Nelson
Sophomore guard

sports@dailybarometer.com ¢ 737-6378

ALEXANDRA TAYLOR | THE DAILY BAROMETER

Roberto Nelson and Johnathon Hoover have always had each other’s backs during tough times. Now, they’re fulfilling a pact they made together years
ago by sticking together in college.

the local Albertsons. That was because he didn't
want Nelson to have to stay up late to pick him
up from work.

On the surface, it may have seemed as though
their friendship revolved around Hoover’s depen-
dence on Nelson.

But it worked both ways.

When Nelson’s dad was sent to prison in 2008,
it was Hoover who helped him cope.

“Him having such a positive attitude and such a
positive outlook on life, it just made it a lot easier
for me to realize that life didn't stop there,” Nelson

said.

Freshman year was when the
pact was made.

College was still four years
down the road, but Nelson didn’t
care.

“I was like, ‘Man, I want you
to follow me wherever I go,”
Nelson said.

“At first I thought he was jok-
ing,” Hoover said.

Apparently, everyone thought
it was a really bad joke.

“Everyone was like, ‘He’s not
going to look out for you like he
says he is, he is gonna have you
come up there and he’s gonna leave you, he’s not
gonna let you stay with him,” Hoover said. “Any
excuse in the book.”

As Hoover recalled the conversations he had
with countless people at Santa Barbara High, he
began to spit his words out quicker and his voice
began to rise.

“I would tell them, ‘What is he getting out of
taking me to Oregon, what is he getting out of
it?” Hoover said. “He has everything he wants,
he’s playing basketball, doing what he wants to do
... what is he getting out of it? What is he getting
out of it?”

It got so bad, Hoover said, that one day four
school administrators pulled him out of class,
locked him in a room and begged him to stay in

See HOOVER/NELSON I page 7

Men's basketball
hosts Utah

= The Beavers have lost 5
straight since defeating Utah
in Salt Lake in February

By Alex Crawford
THE DAILY BAROMETER

The last time the Beavers beat
Utah was the last time they beat
anybody.

Since their Feb. 4 win in Salt Lake
City, Oregon State has lost five in a
row and lost pretty much all chances
of making a tournament other than
the CBL

Some Oregon State fans would
consider this season to be a let
down after the 10-2 non-confer-
ence start, while others would sim-
ply say that this team needs time
to become the team they have the
potential to be.

Either way, if the Beavers could
have chosen any team to play right
now, while stuck in the tar pit of los-
ing, it would be the Utes.

Utah comes in with one win follow-
ing an eight-game losing streak. No
matter how down-and-out the Utes
might seem, no matter how handily
the Beavers beat them last time (18
points), coach Craig Robinson warns
that they are still capable of beating
the Beavers tonight.

“I think they're a different team
than when we played them. They've
got confidence, they're playing well,
they've seen us, so we've got to
be prepared and what I've tried to
remind our guys is that we were
in their position when I first came
into this league,” Robinson said.
“They’re going to be playing loose
and confident and we've got to
make sure that we take care of our
business.”

The Beavers have lost a lot of
close games this season and Beaver
fans are anxious for their team to
finally get it together. The talent
is there, but it seems that at key
times in the game, little slip-ups lead
to close losses. The Beavers' team
leader, albeit a non-vocal one, Jared
Cunningham echoed this.

“We’re gonna have to execute, play
as a team and play the whole 40
minutes,” Cunningham said. “We're
gonna have to build some momen-
tum going into this tournament and
to do that we're gonna have to win
these last two games.”

Utah is led by its center, Jason
Washburn, who comes in averaging
10.8 points and 6.3 rebounds per
game. When the two teams last met,
Washburn had a career day with 15
points and eight blocks.

Even though their leading scorer is
their center, the Utes are reminiscent
of a poor man’s Mike D’Antoni Suns
in the way that they like to run and
shoot.

“They play up and down the
floor. They like to run plays to get
their shooters open,” Cunningham
said. “They have shooters and once
they have momentum they can be
dangerous.”

As easy as this win might look
on paper, no win has come eas-
ily for the Beavers since Pac-12 play
started. Beaver Nation and Robinson
are doing everything short of black
magic to try and exorcise this team’s
losing demons right now. Despite
the adversity, Robinson remains
optimistic.

“I think everybody understands
on this team that our record
doesn’t necessarily show our talent
level,” Robinson said. “We've got
six or seven games that we lost by
five points or less and they've all
been against teams that are higher
than us, so we know we've got the
ability to play with these guys, we
just have to have some finishing
touches.”

Alex Crawford, sports writer
Twitter: @dr_crawf
sports@dailybarometer.com



