
n Seminar held by Scott Peterson 
discusses the future, redesign 
of college algebra at OSU

By Amanda Antell
THE DAILY BAROMETER

Math 111 has been plagued by 
poor failure rates and large class 
sizes. Oregon State University math 
professor Scott Peterson held a 
reconstruction seminar to improve 
Math 111.

Peterson initiated his redesign 
idea this fall in one Math 111 sec-
tion that has a total of 110 students. 
Peterson presented the results of 
his redesigned Math 111 to other 
math professors and identified 
what needed to change, including 
learning outcomes and structure. 

Peterson started off the seminar 
with the general history and back-
ground of Math 111, pulling directly 
from the Mathematical Association 
of America Reports of 2007, edited 
by Victor J. Katz. According to that 
report, 700,000 students enroll in a 
college algebra course every year in 
the United States.  

“For every 10 students, only one 

will ask for help, and if multiplied 
by classes of over 100, it becomes 
impossible to keep up,” said Steve 
Roberts, OSU Center for Teaching 
and Learning.

It is noted that most of those 
courses are procedural based, 
meaning the instructors focus 
on teaching the process of solv-
ing equations, but no practical 
application,which causes 50 per-
cent of the 700,000 students to fail.  

“After failing it once or twice, 
it makes the student reluctant to 
come back to school, and even if 
they do pass, they often do poorly 
in the next math class,” Peterson 
said.

The basic structure of Math 111 
at OSU has been the same since 
1990: it’s a four credit course in 
which students attend one recita-
tion and three lectures a week. The 
recitations involve answering ques-
tions, group activities and a short 
quiz. 

Because sections are so large, 
instructors prefer short quiz-
zes rather than collecting large 
amounts of homework.  
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Peterson champions restructuring of Math 111

U-Engage students chase sea monsters, research curiosities

Scott Peterson 
leads the seminar, 
presents his ideas 

and results in 
a trial run in 

hopes of 
redesigning 
the course. 

HANNAH GUSTIN
THE DAILY BAROMETER
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Faculty participate in a Math 111 discussion on Wednesday, identifying areas to restructure in the college 
algebra course.
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The ALS 199 class skypes with Mee-ya Monnin, an OSU undergraduate interning with 
the Marine Mammal Institute and currently stationed at McMurdo Station in Antarctica.

‘‘ ‘‘For every 
ten students, 

only one 
will ask 
for help. 

Scott Peterson
OSU math professor
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n Itchung Cheung’s 
U-Engage course exposes 
students to marine 
research opportunities 

By Ryan Dawes
THE DAILY BAROMETER

Next time you take a dip in 
the ocean, it may be wise to be 
aware of what’s out there in that 
mass of cobalt-blue water. One 
never knows where that undead 
monster of the deep may be 
lurking.

Fortunately, such is not the 
case in reality. What is, how-
ever, is a unique class that has 
now been taught at Oregon 
State University for three years. 
The OSU U-Engage course ALS 
199, titled Lunar Forces, Sea 
Vampires, Marine Zombies and 
Other Curiosities of the Sea, 
seeks to be an engaging course 

for new students to learn about 
the numerous undergraduate 
research opportunities available 
at OSU.

The program began when 
Academic Learning Services, 
began asking for more engaging 
courses at the university relat-
ing to research, internships and 
careers students of a given major 
might actually pursue. ALS 199 
morphed out of this idea, focus-
ing on opportunities in the field 
of marine research and the 
Hatfield Marine Science Center.

 “Originally [the course] was 
just called Marine Science,” said 
Itchung Cheung, senior instruc-
tor of the two-credit course 
and academic program man-
ager of Hatfield Marine Science 
Center. “Soon after it changed 
to the much more interesting 
title of Lunar Forces, Edible Sea 
Vampires, Marine Zombies and 
Other Curiosities of the Sea. 

Eventually I got rid of the ‘edible’ 
in the title to compress it a little.”

Each object in the course title 
represents a factual element of 
material covered in the class. 
“Lunar forces” covers the moon’s 
effects on the ocean and tides, 
waves, currents, renewable ener-
gy from the ocean and the envi-
ronmental impacts from it, and 
other oceanic forces. 

While not referring to fear-
some, underwater Draculas or 
sparkling Edwards, the “sea vam-
pires” part of the class covers 
Hagfish, parasitic fish with cir-
cular mouths that feed on other 
marine animals. This section of 
the course covers other blood-
sucking parasites and invasive 
species of the Oregon Coast. 

As for “marine zombies,” 
Cheung refers to Oregon’s coastal 
dead zone, an area of the ocean 

See U-ENGAGE|page 2
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Calendar
Wednesday, Nov. 28
Meetings
ASOSU House of Representatives,
7p.m., MU 211. Meeting.

RecSports, 3pm, Dixon Rec Center 
Conference Room. Recreational Sports 
Board meeting. Discussion of 2013-14 
budget.

Speakers
Premed/Predential Societies,
5:30p.m., StAg 412. Info. Session: 
Summer Medical and Dental Program, 
for freshmen and sophomores from 
disadvantaged backgrounds.

Events
Pride Center, 7-10p.m., Pride Center. 
Procrastinators unite study tables. Free 
printing and yogurt parfaits.

Thursday, Nov. 29
Meetings
Student Incidental Fees Committee 
(SIFC), 6-8p.m., MU 213. SSI review 
presentation.

Events
Baha’i Campus Association,
12:30p.m., MU Talisman Room. “Elimi-
nation of the Extremes of Wealth and 
Poverty,” an interfaith discussion. 
Bring your favorite quote to share.

Pride Center, 7-10p.m., Pride Center. 
Procrastinators unite study tables. Free 
printing and yogurt parfaits.

Lonnie B. Harris Black Cul-
tural Center and five more groups,
6-8p.m., CH2M Hill Alumni Center. 
Pre-Kwanzaa Celebration. Learn about 
the 7 principles of Kwanzaa through 
music and entertainment. Free dinner 
provided. Ticket required.

English Student Association, 
6:30p.m., Owen 101. Take a study 
break for a showing of Disney’s 
A Christmas Carol. Followed by a 
discussion led by Professor Meghan 
Freeman.

Tuesday, Dec. 4
Meetings
ASOSU Senate, 7p.m., MU 211. 
Meeting.

Wednesday, Dec. 5
Meetings
ASOSU House of Representatives,
7p.m., MU 211. Meeting.

Thursday, Dec. 6
Meetings
Vegans and Vegetarians at OSU,
6p.m., Student Sustainability Center, 
738 SW 15th St. Potluck-style meet-
ings. All people are welcome, but only 
vegetarian food is allowed.

Events
Baha’i Campus Association, 
12:30p.m., MU Talisman Room. Inter-
faith Devotions - Bring your own medi-
tation, devotion, prayer or inspirational 
reading to share.

Tuesday, Dec. 11
Meetings
ASOSU Senate, 7p.m, MU 211. 
Meeting.

Wednesday, Dec. 12
Meetings
ASOSU House of Representatives,
7pm, MU 211. Meeting.

BarometerThe Daily

Newsroom:
541-737-2231

Business:
541-737-2233

Memorial Union East 106
Oregon State University

Corvallis, OR 97331-1617

Find Us Here…

NEWS TIPS • 541-737-2231
FAX • 541-737-4999
E-MAIL • NEWS TIPS

news@dailybarometer.com

Contact an editor
EDITOR IN CHIEF

DON ILER
541-737-3191

editor@dailybarometer.com

MANAGING EDITOR
GRADY GARRETT

541-737-6378
managing@dailybarometer.com

NEWS EDITOR
JACK LAMMERS
541-737-2231

news@dailybarometer.com

FORUM EDITOR
MEGAN CAMPBELL

541-737-6376
forum@dailybarometer.com

SPORTS EDITOR
WARNER STRAUSBAUGH

541-737-2231
sports@dailybarometer.com

PHOTO EDITOR
NEIL ABREW
541-737-6380

photo@dailybarometer.com

SENIOR EDITOR
ALEXANDRA KASPRICK

COPY EDITORS
JONATHAN CHECKIS, IRENE 

DRAGE, GRACE ZETTERBURG 
KAITY PILKERTON 

To place an ad
call 541-737-2233

BUSINESS MANAGER
NATHAN BAUER
541-737-6373

baro.business@oregonstate.edu

AD SALES REPRESENTATIVES
737-2233

JACK DILLIN
Dailybaro1@gmail.com

SAM FAMA
Dailybaro2@gmail.com

DAVID BUNKER
Dailybaro3@gmail.com

ADRIAN KNORR
Dailybaro4@gmail.com

BRADLEY FALLON
Dailybaro5@gmail.com

ALLIE WOODSON
Dailybaro7@gmail.com

CLASSIFIEDS
541-737-6372

PRODUCTION
baro.production@oregonstate.edu

The Barometer is published 
Monday through Friday except holidays 

and final exam week during the aca-
demic school year; weekly during sum-
mer term; one issue week prior to fall 

term in September by the Oregon State 
University Student Media Committee 
on behalf of the Associated Students 

of OSU, at Memorial Union East, OSU, 
Corvallis, OR 97331-1614.

The Daily Barometer, published for 
use by OSU students, faculty and 
staff, is private property. A single 

copy of The Barometer is free from 
newsstands. Unauthorized removal 

of multiple copies will be considered 
theft and is prosecutable.

Responsibility — The University 
Student Media Committee is charged 

with the general supervision of all 
student publications and broadcast 
media operated under its authority 

for the students and staff of Oregon 
State University on behalf of the 

Associated Students of OSU.

Formal written complaints about 
The Daily Barometer may be referred 
to the committee for investigation and 
disposition. After hearing all elements 

involved in a complaint, the committee will 
report its decision to all parties concerned.

dailybarometer.com

The failure rate at OSU has 
been right at 40 percent, 10 
percent above the national 
average failure rate. The high-
est failure rate per OSU Math 
111 section was 50 percent, 
and even the students who 
did pass often did not per-
form well in higher division 
classes.  

From what Peterson has 
researched, there are several 
key problems: fundamen-
tal experiences in problem 
solving and practical appli-
cations; formulating, evaluat-
ing and analyzing and solving 
real world problems.

After establishing the back-
ground, Peterson went on to 
describe the redesign struc-
ture and experience, as well 
as his results.  

Stage one of the redesign 
would maintain the class’s 
four credits, but would 
include only one lecture and 
two recitations. Each ses-
sion would last 80 minutes 
instead of the current 50 min-
utes. A two-hour computer 
lab session would be added 
to explore the materials.  

“Adding something in like 
a lab motivated us to maybe 
considering making it five 
credits,” Peterson said.

The second stage cov-
ered content and activities. 
The computer lab activities 
were discussed in detail, and 
new ideas were proposed 
for recitation activities. It 
was stressed that lectures 
should emphasize interactive 
engagement between the stu-
dents and the instructor, and 
should emphasize analyzing 
applications and modeling in 
order to achieve conceptual 
understanding.

To prove his point, Peterson 
handed out an old activ-
ity used in one of his recita-
tions: ‘The Rope Activity.’  It 
required the students to work 
together, but he also chal-
lenged the teachers to point 
out what wasn’t obvious 
about this exercise, testing 
their concept understand-
ing. Many of the instructors 
responded that it made the 
students interact with each 
other, and required that the 
student analyze the problem.  

Peterson then went on to 
explain how experimenting 
with the design of Math 111 
had worked.  In his weekly 

structure, students were sup-
posed to prepare for their first 
recitation by doing the home-
work and work through the 
computer lab activities.

The computer lab activi-
ties included videos about 
mathematical procedural 
knowledge.

In teaching the redesigned 
course for the first time, 
Peterson learned several 
things about OSU students in 
Math 111. Students felt that 
tests and activities were com-
pletely different, including 
the number of problems they 
could complete in 80 min-
utes. Some activities were too 
long.. 

However, this did not sway 
Peterson or his colleagues; 
they plan to implement this 
system fully in 2013. Three 
principles have been estab-
lished for future planning, 
and Peterson is confident of 
its success.

The course will revolve 
around overlying concepts, 
not a list of topics. With each 
new concept, the old one will 
be implemented or reviewed 
so that the overlying concept 
can be practiced.

“Students need to learn 
how to learn,” Peterson said.

The changes Peterson and 
his colleagues plan to make 
to the redesigned Math 111 
include: making the first reci-
tation a group activity and the 
second recitation centered 
around group discussion and 
concept tests. The instructor 
will lead the second recita-
tion along with the TA. Two 
recitations will be combined 
with the lab session into a 
total of three recitations, and 
two teacher’s assistants will 
be available per recitation.

The lectures will start 
off with learning functions 
as review, then progress to 
concepts of rated changes, 
followed by concepts of lin-
ear functions. Then they will 
cover quadratic equations, 
which eventually leads to 
inequalities and absolute 
value. There will be three to 
four modeling projects.

These changes will not 
affect the material covered in 
each of the exams.

Peterson would be happy 
to talk to any student or fac-
ulty with concerns or ques-
tions about the new program.

Amanda Antell, news reporter
news@dailybarometer.com

where a periodic upwelling of deep, low-
oxygen water suffocates and kills marine 
life living in what used to be oxygen-rich 
water of the shallow coastal area. Here, 
a mass of dead Dungeness crabs drift in 
the current like a horde of the living dead, 
inspiring Cheung with the name.

The “other curiosities of the sea” refer 
to information on farming in the sea, 
marine parks, study abroad programs, 
undergraduate research experiences 
and student organizations on campus. 

The class also goes on field trips, includ-
ing one to the Hatfield Marine Science 
Center and several research locations on 
campus. 

“One of my more favorite experiences 
in the class was when we visited the wave 
research lab on campus,” said OSU stu-
dent Mariah Dawson, a freshman in the 
class studying Fisheries and Wildlife.  “I 
wouldn’t have known OSU had that if not 
for this class.”

The class also interviews older students 
involved in undergraduate research. Their 
most recent interview was a Skype ses-
sion with an undergraduate intern doing 
marine mammal research in Antarctica. 

“It was cool to hear the different inter-
views with people about their research 
and how they got involved,” said OSU 
freshman and environmental science 
major Marlee Chamberlin. 

Cheung hopes that students will see 
how the overall point of the class is to 
see how even first-year students can get 
involved with research at the university. 

“That’s what college is about,” Cheung 
said. “I hope students will have lots of 
experiences, and take advantage of the 
multitude of opportunities that are com-
ing their way.”

Ryan Dawes, news reporter
news@dailybarometer.com
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House votes down cultural awareness bill
n In the last meeting 

before winter break, 
the House discusses bill 
about education

By Ricky Zipp 
THE DAILY BAROMETER

The eighth meeting of the 
House of Representatives 
heard the second reading 
of HB-04.02, “Bill to Create 
ASOSU Cultural Events and 
Awareness Committee.” The 
bill regards the creating of a 

committee to relay informa-
tion about student-run cul-
tural events to members of 
ASOSU, as they are required to 
attend one per term.

Once read through, the bill 
was opened for discussion 
and received little support. 
Concerns were raised about 
the effectiveness of the bill 
because of existing entities 
that already accomplish the 
goals the committee would 
have if established. Once dis-
cussion was closed, the bill 
went up for a vote and did not 

pass. 
Speaker Pro tempore and 

writer of the bill, Nick Rosoff, 
spoke to the bill in its defeat 
saying the bill was meant to 
establish information for all 
student-run activities, includ-
ing student groups that are not 
part of the cultural centers.

During gallery comments, 
ASOSU President Amelia 
Harris announced that Drew 
Desilet had been hired as the 
new ASOSU organizing advo-
cate. Harris also spoke about 
a meeting for the new Student 

Experience Center that will 
begin construction next year. 

The building still needs to 
be approved by the city of 
Corvallis because of its loca-
tion in the historic district. The 
meeting will be on Dec. 11 at 6 
p.m. and held at the downtown 
fire station with the Historic 
Resource Commission. Harris 
asked for students to come, 
even though it is over winter 
break, to show needed student 
support for the new center.

Ricky Zipp, news reporter
news@dailybarometer.com

CAIRO (CNN) — The 
council charged with draft-
ing Egypt’s new constitution 
says it will vote on a final draft 
on Thursday, rushing to fin-
ish its work amid widespread 
protests against President 
Mohamed Morsi and a walk-
out by some members.

Fresh clashes broke out 
near Cairo’s Tahrir Square on 
Wednesday, a day after a mas-
sive demonstration against 
Morsi’s decrees that extended 
his powers last week. Dozens 
of police officers, backed by 
trucks firing tear gas, arrested 
numerous protesters, some of 
whom were beaten by officers 
as others continued to throw 
stones at police.

But Morsi showed no signs 
of backing away, telling the 
American magazine Time, 
“My chief responsibility is to 
maintain the national ship to 
go through this transitional 
period.”

“What I can see now is, the 
Egyptians are free,” he said. 
“They are raising their voices 

when they are opposing the 
president and when they are 
opposing what’s going on. And 
this is very important. It’s their 
right to express and to raise 
their voices and express their 
feelings and attitudes. But it’s 
my responsibility. I see things 
more than they do.”

Morsi issued an order 
November 22 preventing any 
court from overturning his 
decisions, essentially allow-
ing him to run the country 
unchecked until a new consti-
tution is drafted. In a surprise 
move after days of protests, 
the constituent assembly that 
has been drafting Egypt’s new 
constitution said Wednesday 
it was on the verge of conclud-
ing its work.

Essam El-Erian, a senior 
Morsi adviser, said the coun-
cil is expected to vote on a 
final draft Thursday and put 
it before the Egyptian people 
for a vote within 15 days. If it 
passes in that referendum, the 
controversial decrees would 
be lifted.

But the move provoked a 
walkout by a number of the 
council members. Sameh 
Ashour, head of the law-
yers’ syndicate and a former 
member of the council, said 
that only 55 of the 100 origi-
nal members of the assem-
bly remained, and all of them 
were from Islamist move-
ments such as the Salafists 
or the Muslim Brotherhood, 
Morsi’s political movement.

“The Muslim Brotherhood 
are stealing the constitution,” 
he said. “They are tailoring it 
according to their view after 
Coptic church representa-
tives, civil movements, and 
revolutionary representatives 
withdrew.”

El-Erian said only 22 mem-
bers had quit, and the remain-
ing ones would take their con-
cerns into consideration when 
voting Thursday.

“Their brains and (all) their 
opinions are in the draft,” he 
told CNN’s “Amanpour.” He 
denied the process was being 
rushed, saying the assem-

bly had been at work for six 
months.

“All Egyptians are waiting 
for a new constitution reflect-
ing the hopes of the people 
and dreams of Egyptians dur-
ing the revolution and to end 
the suffering of Egyptians for 
more than 60 years under dic-
tatorship and totalitarianism,” 
he said.

But the move to swiftly ratify 
a new national charter drew a 
vehement reaction from one 
of the constitutional coun-
cil’s former members, Ayman 
Nour.

“This cannot happen,” said 
Nour, a former presidential 
hopeful who quit the assembly 
earlier this year. “It would be 
the biggest treason in Egypt’s 
history.”

Morsi and his backers 
described last week’s decree 
as an attempt to preserve the 
fragile Arab Spring revolution 
that pushed longtime strong-
man Hosni Mubarak from 
power and led to the country’s 
first free elections. 

Egyptian council speeds new constitution amid Morsi protests

Just breathe.
OK, now take a moment.
And then go stay in a hotel 

for a week.
That’s just what Cynthia 

Stafford did after winning 
$112 million in the California 
lottery.

Stafford’s winnings may 
seem like chump change 
compared to the $579 mil-
lion Powerball jackpot that 
players across the country 
were just sure they would 
win Wednesday night.

A ticket’s cost of two bucks, 
normally good for, maybe, 
a soda and a candy bar, can 
yield a treasury of opportu-
nities and, possibly, a tower 
of disappointments, winners 
and consultants said.

“It will change your life 
... you will be able to do 
things you weren’t able to do 
before,” Stafford told CNN’s 
Wolf Blitzer, citing formation 
of a production company, 
investments in startup com-
panies and philanthropy.

—CNN

Powerball frenzy 
grips nation
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Medical music brightens winter spirts
It is often said that laughter is 

the best medicine. The sim-
ple, cynical retort to this is: 

“Laughter can’t cure cancer/AIDS/
Hepatitis.” While I disagree with 
laughter being the best medicine, 
it is because I believe that music, in 
fact, is the best medicine.

We’ve entered our dreary months 
here in Oregon, and it’s a time when 
even if you don’t have Seasonal 
Affective Disorder, your mood is 
probably lower than it is in sunny, 
warm weather. In my almost 25 
years on this planet, I have learned 
one medication helps me during 
this season better than any other 
— music. 

According to the American Music 
Therapy Association (AMTA), the 
practice of using music as a ther-
apy or healing influence has been 
around since the days of Plato and 
Aristotle. While I’m sure a good 
laugh was known to be helpful in 
those days as well, in a world of 
truly natural, non-inhibitive medi-
cine, music was far more sustain-
able and accessible. 

There is a scholarly journal enti-
tled Music and Medicine, focus-
ing entirely on every aspect of the 
subject.

When I was an adolescent, music 
was instrumental in my life. I was 
diagnosed with ADHD, as many 
children are — 8.4 percent of chil-
dren ages 3 through 17, according 
to the CDC — and was prescribed 
many different medications. While 
some of them helped me concen-
trate and to be “calm,” I didn’t feel 
like myself and was very uncom-
fortable. When I reached high 

school, I discovered a song that 
relaxed me and allowed me to con-
centrate. I put this song on repeat 
for three months straight, and still 
listen to it every so often.

Doris Jeanette, Psy.D., con-
firms my discovery. “Music is an 
age-old way to heal, and it works 
exceedingly well 
for children with 
ADHD,” she told 
Beth Orenstein, 
author of the arti-
cle “Music Therapy 
for Children With 
ADHD.” It worked 
so well for me that 
I was able to com-
pletely stop taking 
medication in pill 
form. 

Now many of 
you reading this 
are probably thinking, “I don’t 
have ADHD, how does that help 
me?” Music is universally help-
ful. There is not one person on 
this earth that can’t benefit from 
music. I know what you’re thinking: 
But what about deaf people? Well, 
guess what? The deaf can benefit 
just as much, if not more. Many 
deaf people can feel the vibrations 
of music by turning it up to a loud 
volume and pressing their hand or 
body against the speaker. As music 

is just a vibration of airwaves trans-
lated by our eardrums, the deaf are 
also experiencing music, minus the 
middleman of the eardrum. 

The “laughter can’t cure can-
cer” retort was countered by Dr. 
Patch Adams, who pioneered the 
“Laughter Therapy” method, based 
on his concept that laughter is a 
great healer of hearts and bodies 
alike. The UH Seidman Cancer 
Center (UHSCC), awarded the 
National Cancer Institute’s highest 
designation as a Comprehensive 
Cancer Center, showed music 
helps too. The UHSCC showed 

music affects the 
mind and body 
by lowering blood 
pressure as well 
as the anxiety 
and depression 
associated with 
treatment, dimin-
ishes pain via the 
increase of endor-
phins, increases 
the production of 
the proteins that 
speed healing and 
lower the danger 

of infection and it also promotes 
relaxation. Let me remind you: All 
of that happens just from sounds 
pieced together in some form of 
harmony.

Music has been the subject of 
many philosophical arguments, 
namely the question of what 
defines music. For the purposes of 
this column, I’m going to disagree 
with your parents’ claims of “that’s 
not music!” I believe no matter how 

Ducks in the student section

Beavers need to 
adopt possitive attitude

Boorish and rude behav-
ior shouldn’t be hallmarks of 
Beaver fans — leave that to the 
Ducks. Sure it’s an interstate 
rivalry that has spanned gen-
erations but in reality it’s just 
another game, albeit one we 
want to win a little bit more. But 
that shouldn’t translate to mak-
ing others miserable. 

In participating, display-
ing your disgusting behavior 
in an editorial column you’re 
propagating a cycle that ruins 
the game for everyone. You’re 
unhappy that the Duck fan is 
sitting next to you and the Duck 
fan is unhappy with sitting in 
the student section. It’s a lose-
lose situation and, from what 
you described, a bit of an over 
reaction on your part.

Don’t focus on the negative 
aspects, but the positive ones. 
You’ll find you enjoy the game 
much more. Instead of heckling 
fans of opposing teams, wel-
come them to Corvallis. You’ll 
find the reaction much more 
positive.

Or, continue to abuse oppos-
ing fans, Duck or otherwise. 
Leave them with a faulty image 
of what a true student fan is 
and an irreparable impression 
of what they can expect from 
OSU students. Do we want peo-
ple to dread coming to Corvallis 
because the students ruin the 
experience with vulgar behav-
ior? Or do we want to foster a 
more positive community, one 
that accepts and encourages 
friendships and sportsmanship?

You, ma’am or sir, were at 
fault in this situation.

TIM DANIEL
Senior in Psychology and Sociology

ASOSU Director of SafeRide

Something 
has to change
Our current outstanding 

national debt reached more 
than $16 trillion yesterday, 

according to the U.S. National Debt 
Clock. The Congressional Budget 
Office reports 70 percent of the nation’s 
gross domestic product (GDP) is held 
by the public. 

There’s a certain amount of foggi-
ness when discussing these messy 
issues. For the sake of clarity, by ‘debt’ 
we mean the amount the U.S. gov-
ernment has borrowed. The GDP is 
the annual output of goods produced 
and services provided in a country. The 
public debt is the amount owed to the 
people. Public debt includes Treasury 
securities held by non-federal govern-
ment investors.  The rest of our current 
national debt has to do with things like 
the Social Security Trust Fund.

No one wants to part with a percent-
age of his or her income, but if we don’t 
stifle this selfish desire and continue 
without thinking about the future, our 
country and economy will fail. 

In 2001, millions of taxpayers 
received advance rebate checks, 
thanks to the Economic Growth and 
Tax Relief Reconciliation Act, also 
known as the Bush tax cuts. Going into 
2001 with an on-budget surplus of $87 
billion, the year closed with a deficit of 
$34 billion.

This is not to be confused with the 
national debt. Debt is the amount the 
U.S. government has racked up year 
after year; the deficit is the difference 
between what the budget offers and 
what is spent. So, in 2001, not only was 
the $87 billion spent but an additional 
$34 billion was also spent.

Our country went from prosperous 
to poor. Throughout the 2000s, well, 
we know how bad it’s gotten — with 
the national debt increasing $3.87 bil-
lion per day since 2007. That’s why 
President Obama’s 2008 “Change” 
campaign was so appealing. But his 
first term did not end the Bush tax cuts.

Without congressional action, the 
cuts are scheduled to end Jan. 1, 2013. 
The Congressional Budget Office proj-
ects that if tax cuts do end, the deficit 
could shrink “from nearly $1.1 trillion 
in fiscal year 2012 to about $200 billion 
in 2022.”

If tax cuts here in the United States 
remain in effect, the annual deficit 
could reach 5 percent of the GDP, with 
the public debt increasing to as much 
as 90 percent of the GDP by 2022.

The current global public debt con-
tinues to climb past $49 trillion, accord-
ing to The Economist. Even countries 
that are better off, such as Paraguay 
and Libya, are swimming in over a bil-
lion dollars in debt. The public debt in 
Italy, Germany, France, the UK, China 
and even our neighbor to the north, 
Canada, has stumbled into the trillions. 

If something is done, even some-
thing as small as Obama’s efforts to 
remove the tax cuts for those making 
more than $250,000 a year, as he cur-
rently is doing, our country can pro-
gressively repair itself. 

t

Editorials serve as means for Barometer editors 
to offer commentary and opinions on issues both 
global and local, grand in scale or diminutive. The views 
expressed here are a reflection of the editorial board’s 
majority.

Alexander
Vervloet

The weekly rant - @RantsWeekly

Letter to the Editor

RYAN MASON IS A SOPHOMORE IN GRAPHIC DESIGN.  

Black Friday 
stifles break,
family time
As everyone headed home 

last week, we were all look-
ing forward to the turkey, 

stuffing, cranberry sauce and pump-
kin pie. And Black Friday?

Black Friday is the day when shop-
pers all over the country swarm into 
their favorite stores for the so called 
“best deals.” Fathers are wrestling 
for all the big, cheap televisions and 
mothers are racing to the pots and 
pans and gifts for the kids.

Unfortunately, some would say 
Black Friday ruins Thanksgiving. 
Family members who have to work 
in the stores or spend time shopping, 
miss out on time with family. In fact, 
it’s become such an event that some 
people would even say it is a holiday 
itself. 

The saddest thing about this day 
is it was created in order to help the 
economy. It is called “Black” because 
it’s supposed to be the day when 
retailers make profit or move into 
the “black.” Of all the days in the year 
and of all the holidays, Black Friday 
had to be the day after Thanksgiving. 

Now, stores are starting to open 
earlier and earlier, creeping into 
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‘‘ ‘‘If you find yourself 
feeling especially 

down these coming 
months, try to up 

the amount of 
music in your life.  



n Fraternal twins Anthony, Brian Watkins 
have different roles for OSU football, both 
have enjoyed their experiences at OSU

By Andrew Kilstrom
THE DAILY BAROMETER

It’s common to see No. 3 and No. 38 of the Oregon 
State football team interacting with one another at 
practice. 

This was true Tuesday as the two stood side by 
side, the name Watkins stitched across the back of 
their tattered, worn-out jerseys.

Anthony, a safety, stands 6-foot-1, weighs 217 
pounds and towers over his 5-foot-9, 185-pound 
cornerback teammate as the two watch the action 
taking place on the field. 

Though the two look nothing alike physically, 
there’s a reason both fifth-year seniors share the 
same last name. There’s a reason the two are always 

around one another on and off the practice field.
Anthony and Brian Watkins are brothers — frater-

nal twins to be exact. 
The two have been inseparable since birth, which 

has included the last five seasons at Oregon State, 
but Saturday will mark the last home game of their 
careers.

“It doesn’t really sink in that it’s almost over until 
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Men’s basketball notebook: Gomis to have surgery, out for season

A package deal
MITCH LEA | THE DAILY BAROMETER

Fraternal twins Brian and Anthony Watkins will play their final game at Reser Stadium together on Saturday against Nicholls State. The two defensive 
backs wanted to go to the same college out of high school. Oregon State was the right fit.

n Redshirt freshman center Daniel Gomis 
will have surgery Dec. 11, other 
notes as OSU prepares for Kansas

By Grady Garrett
THE DAILY BAROMETER

Head coach Craig Robinson confirmed 
Wednesday that redshirt freshman Daniel 
Gomis will have surgery on his left leg on Dec. 
11 and will miss the entire 2012-13 season.

Gomis, a 6-foot-10 center out of Oak Hill 
Academy, has not played a game since arriv-
ing at Oregon State University last year. He 
broke his leg in his native Senegal in the sum-
mer of 2011, and sat out all of last season.

He practiced off and 
on prior to OSU’s first 
game this season, but re-
injured his leg roughly 
a month ago and hasn’t 
practiced since.

The news that Gomis 
will need another surgery 
did not come as a sur-
prise to his teammates.

“I think we kind of fig-
ured he was going to sit 
out [this season] because 
he hasn’t been playing or 
practicing,” said senior 

forward Joe Burton.
The rod that was inserted into Gomis’ left 

leg during his first surgery will be removed 
during this surgery, according to an OSU 
spokesperson.

“We’ll see how he does after that,” Robinson 
said.

The news comes one week after it was 
announced that senior center Angus Brandt 

would miss the remainder of the season after 
tearing his anterior cruciate ligament in a 
game versus Purdue on Nov. 16, leaving the 
Beavers with just one healthy scholarship 
player taller than 6-foot-9: 6-foot-10 sopho-
more forward Eric Moreland.

“It’s kind of a bummer because when Angus 
was healthy it was fine that Gomis was going 
to sit out, because we had two centers, but 
now that he’s hurt, it’s just like a big whoop-
sie,” Burton said. “It’s just how it is; it’s life.”

Gomis will have three years of eligibil-
ity remaining when he returns next season. 
Brandt is expected to receive a medical red-
shirt and return next season.

“I’m glad [Gomis] is going to get it fixed, 
and I’m glad everyone’s going to come back 
healthy,” said Burton, the lone player the 
Beavers expect to lose after this season. “It 
should help them next year.”

Other injury news:
Brandt has not had surgery on his ACL. He’s 

expected to have surgery sometime shortly 
after the academic term ends next week.

Freshman forward Olaf Schaftenaar was 
bothered by a bad back last week, but played 
Sunday against Montana State and has been a 
full participant in practice this week.

Freshman forward Jarmal Reid twisted an 
ankle during Sunday’s game and played only 
seven minutes because of it, but practiced 
fully Tuesday and Wednesday and is expected 
to play Friday against Kansas.

“I can’t even tell which ankle it is,” Robinson 
said. “It’s so nice to have a guy like that, 
because he really twisted it and he’s been fine 
since [Tuesday].”

Sophomore guard Ahmad Starks, who has 
gone just 7-for-30 from the field since aver-
aging 25.5 points over the Beavers’ first two 

games, said he’s been battling a sore knee.
“I was battling a knee injury, my knee has 

been killing me the past two weeks, it was a 
little better during Sunday’s game, but now I’m 
finally getting back in the groove of things,” 
Starks said. “In the New Mexico State game 
[on Nov. 11], I got kneed in my knee like three 
times. It was swollen up, and in Madison 
Square Garden it was still swollen and both-
ered me a little bit, but right now I’m good.”

Starting five:
Robinson said Wednesday that Reid would 

get his second start of the season on Friday. 
Junior forward Devon Collier, OSU’s second 
leading scorer, will continue to come off the 
bench.

Robinson dismissed the notion that the 
Beavers need to put their best lineup on the 

court to start the game 
against a national power-
house like Kansas.

“I don’t think like that 
with regard to the start-
ing five,” Robinson said. 
“The first four minutes 
of the game, anything 
can happen, so I have 
always had a guy coming 
off the bench who could 
jump start us. You think 
back to Calvin Haynes [in 
2010-11], Lathen Wallace 
[in 2009-10], Roberto 
Nelson [last year] and 

now Devon. That’s what I believe in.
“Some guys don’t think that way, but I 

always like having that extra bullet in your 
holster in case you get off to a slow start and 
need a little bit of a jolt from somebody off 
the bench.” 

Around the Pac-12:
It was announced Wednesday that Josh Smith, 

UCLA’s 6-foot-10, 305-pound junior center, has 
left the program.

Smith, a force to be reckoned with inside, aver-
aged 11.7 points and 6.7 rebounds in three career 
games against the Beavers.

The news reached Robinson when he met 
with the media at the end of Wednesday’s prac-
tice, and he announced it to his players who were 
still shooting around on the court. Reactions 
appeared to be mixed.

Starks said he was disappointed that Smith 
left the Bruins, and said it worked against OSU. 
Starks said he loved to pick on Smith in pick-and-
roll situations.

The Bruins have been the Pac-12’s biggest 
disappointment thus far, having dropped out of 
the national rankings after beginning the year 
ranked No. 13.

The Pac-12 is 48-18 so far during nonconfer-
ence play, not counting the seven games involv-
ing Pac-12 teams that were played last night. 
Arizona is ranked ninth in this week’s Associated 
Press Poll, while Colorado is ranked 19th. UCLA, 
Oregon and California all received votes.

Robinson said he’s been paying attention to 
what’s been going on around the Pac-12, know-
ing the conference needs to do well in order to 
help everyone’s NCAA Tournament chances.

“I’ve been trying to pay attention, I’m glad 
Colorado won [Tuesday] night [85-80 over Texas 
Southern in double overtime], that was a close 
one, and the UCLA loss to Cal Poly [on Nov. 25] 
was tough, but I think overall we’re like [48-18],” 
Robinson said. “It’s nowhere near as [bad] as it 
was last year, and that’s always good to see.”

Grady Garrett, managing editor
On Twitter @gradygarrett

managing@dailybarometer.com
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An extensive 
look at the 

Alamo, 
Holiday bowls
For any Beaver fans with an 

invested interest in what 
bowl game Oregon State 

ends up going to, Friday night’s Pac-
12 championship game between 
Stanford and UCLA will likely deter-
mine what destination the Beavers 
will be traveling to.

Barring a Sacramento State-esque 
upset by Nicholls State over the No. 
15 Beavers on Saturday, there are 
two bowls with an eye on OSU: 
Alamo Bowl and Holiday Bowl. 

The Alamo is the better of the 
two (No. 2 Pac-12 vs. No. 3 Big 12) 
and would be the second-best bowl 
OSU has been to in more than half 
a century. 

The Holiday (No. 3 Big 12 vs. No. 5 
Big 12), however, should not be con-
sidered second-rate considering the 
Beavers haven’t been to a bowl since 
2009, and although the Holiday was 
bumped down in prestige by the 
insertion of the Alamo Bowl for the 
Pac-12, it is a bowl OSU has never 
gone to.

There are pros and cons with both 
bowls. Let’s take a look at the two 
bowls, and which one would be the 
right fit for the Beavers:

How OSU goes 
to the Alamo Bowl

If No. 8 Stanford were to win the 
Pac-12 Championship over No. 16 
UCLA, OSU would be primed for 

See STRAUSBAUGH|page 5

Beaver Tweet
of the Day

“Half-gal of Darigold egg 
nog to the dome. Smashed 

o� Christmas spirit.”
@Smiiittyyy Josh Smith



n OSU women’s basketball 
hosts CSU Bakersfield 
today, nearly 2,000 
kids from local schools 
expected to attend

By Sarah Kerrigan
THE DAILY BAROMETER

Gill Coliseum will not only 
host CSU Bakersfield for the 
fifth year in a row, but it will 
also host upwards of 2,000 
local middle and elementary 
school students for today’s 
Oregon State University 
women’s basketball game.

The first ever “Beavers 
Beyond the Classroom — 
Field Trip Day” will host 
more than 10 local schools 
for the Beavers’ game against 
the Roadrunners today, set to 
tip off at noon. 

“I hope that the kids go 
crazy for two straight hours,” 
said head coach Scott Rueck. 
“I hope it’s the loudest game 
of the year. We are so excited 
to be able to do it and to get 
almost 2,000 students from 
around our community into 
Gill to experience the game 
is awesome.”

“It’s going to be a lot of 
fun, little kids are really high 
energy so it will be really loud 
in here and we are all excited 
for it,“ said freshman guard 
Jamie Weisner.

The Beavers (3-2) have won 
three of their last four meet-
ings with CSU Bakersfield 
(1-5). Last year, the Beavers 
shot 70 percent from beyond 
the arc, better than 50 percent 
from the field and racked up 
30 assists in an 85-62 win over 
the Roadrunners.

The Beavers used the pre-
vious games against CSU 
Bakersfield to help prepare 
for today’s game. 

“I think we know some of 
their tendencies,” said soph-
omore guard Ali Gibson. “We 
can watch film on what we 
have done, what’s worked 
with them and what hasn’t 
worked.”

To stop the Roadrunners’ 
penetration toward the bas-
ket, the Beavers will need 
to hold their spots and be 
quick to cut off players driv-
ing inside.

“They like to drive the 
ball,” Rueck said. “We have 
to do a great job staying in 
front of them and challeng-
ing shots. This is a team that 
wants to get to the basket 
every possession.”

Junior guard Alyssa 
Martin said the Beavers 
have worked on their zone 
defense in preparation for 
Bakersfield.

“In zone, just containing 
and keeping it out of the high 
post and the weak spots in 
the zone,” Martin said. 

From an offensive stand-
point, if the Beavers want 
to repeat their high shoot-
ing percentages from their 
last meeting with CSU 
Bakersfield, they will need to 
move the ball faster and hit 
the open shots they missed 
in a recent three-game trip to 
Mexico, where they went 2-1. 

OSU has done a decent job 
of creating open shots, but 
haven’t been unable to con-
vert them into points. The 

Beavers are only shooting 
39.4 percent from the field 
on the season so far. 

“[We need to] make sure 
we move the ball and make 
open shots when we have 
them,” Gibson said. 

“We have been working on 
our motion, just driving and 
getting a lot of open shots off 
of it,” Weisner added. 

The Beavers’ recent per-
formance down in Mexico 
will also be a factor in 
today’s game. OSU beat UC 
Santa Barbara, 49-46, and 
Winthrop, 68-64, in close 
games before falling to No. 7 
Louisville by 18 points.

“We grew up a lot as com-
petitors,” Rueck said. “We 
grew a lot as a team, we had 
three big tests in a row, plus 
some down time where we 
just got to be together.”

Playing quality teams 
in a short amount of time 
helped the Beavers adjust to 
the high level of play need-
ed in every game. The close 
games showed the Beavers 
the importance of play-

ing together as a team and 
how important hitting their 
open shots is. 

“In Mexico we learned 
that in close games we real-
ly have to pull through and 
work on teamwork,” Gibson 

said. “We learned that not 
one person can handle the 
ball and get all the shots. We 
have to work together.”

Sarah Kerrigan, sports reporter
On Twitter @skerrigan123

sports@dailybarometer.com
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YOU-CUT OR PRE-CUT

• Douglas Fir • Grand Fir • Noble Fir
• Scotch Pine • & More!

5720 SW Donovan Place, Corvallis
Off 53rd Street, north of West Hills Road

Follow the signs!

541-758-6237 • DonovanPlace.com
  For more info or questions, contact
  janell.rice@oregonstate.edu  

Are you interested in livestock evaluation and 
why some animals are more valuable than others? 
If so, come to an informational meeting…

 MONDAY, DECEMBER 3 • 5:00  P . M .
 WITHYCOMBE 201

…Begin your path toward 
representing OSU’s Livestock 
Judging team at contests 
around the nation.

VINAY BIKKINA | THE DAILY BAROMETER

Junior guard Alyssa Martin and the Oregon State women’s basketball team return to Gill 
Coliseum for “Beavers Beyond the Classroom — Field Trip Day” after playing in a tournament 
in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico.

Beavers hope to put on show for local kids

Indendi out for season
It was revealed 

Wednesday that 
senior guard Sage 
Indendi had surgery 
on her ankle and will 
miss the remainder of 
the 2012-13 season.

Indendi played 
one season for head 
coach Scott Rueck 
at George Fox before 
Rueck took the job at 
Oregon State. Indendi 
eventually followed 
Rueck, and started 
all 63 games for the 
Beavers each of the 
past two seasons.

Indendi, who aver-
aged 8.4 points per 
game last year and 
10.7 points per game 
as a sophomore, had not appeared in a game this year due 
to her ankle injury.

OSU vs. CSU Bakersfield
When: Today, 12 p.m.
Where: Gill Coliseum

an Alamo Bowl invitation, but 
all indications are pointing to 
the selection committee for 
the Alamo Bowl choosing the 
Beavers instead of UCLA for a 
couple of reasons. 

First, OSU beat UCLA 
head-to-head, a 27-20 vic-
tory back on Sept. 22. Second, 
a loss to Stanford would be 
the second consecutive loss 
for the Bruins against the 
same opponent, and would 
give them four losses on the 
season, compared to OSU’s 
three. Third, while UCLA 
has a much larger television 
market, more Oregon State 
fans are expected to travel to 
the Alamo Bowl, given UCLA 
would be coming off its sec-
ond straight loss to Stanford 
and will be let down after 
missing a chance to go to the 
Rose Bowl. 

Not to mention, the Los 
Angeles fan bases are typi-
cally some of the worst trav-
elers for bowl games (Texas 
fans outnumbered USC fans 
in the national championship 
in Pasadena in 2006). 

How OSU goes to the 
Holiday Bowl

With Oregon destined for an 
at-large Bowl Championship 
Series bid to the Fiesta Bowl, 
a UCLA win in the conference 
championship guarantees 
a trip to San Diego for the 
Holiday Bowl for the Beavers. 

The Alamo has the first 
choice among the Pac-12’s 
non-BCS teams and would, 
because of conference rules, 
be required to pick Stanford. 
Bowls affiliated with the Pac-
12 cannot spurn one team 
in favor of another if there 
is a difference of two wins 
or more in the conference 
standings. Stanford is 8-1 in 
the Pac-12; OSU is 6-3.

Worst-case scenario
I think there is less than a 1 

percent chance this happens, 
but there is still a way which 
Oregon State could be cho-
sen for a lesser bowl than the 
Holiday — like the Sun Bowl 
or even the Las Vegas Bowl. 

USC, Arizona State and 
Washington are all 7-5 over-
all and 5-4 in the Pac-12, so 
all three could potentially be 
chosen by the Holiday Bowl 
over the Beavers, because 
there is no rule binding the 
Beavers to the Holiday Bowl 
like there is with Stanford and 
the Alamo. 

The Trojans are the only 
team that could even raise 
this possibility, because of 
their enormous national 
fan base, program prestige 
and having multiple players 
known around the country.

Considering USC began the 
season as the No. 1-ranked 
team in the Associated Press 
Poll and finished its season at 
7-5, something tells me those 
L.A. fans won’t even make the 
two-hour drive down to San 
Diego.

Speaking of San Diego, let’s 
evaluate the two locations 
and the events surrounding 
each game.
San Diego vs. San Antonio

If you’re a Sea World fan, 
you’re in luck. Shamu will be 
splashing Oregon State play-
ers and fans at both bowl 
games, as San Diego and 
San Antonio both have a Sea 
World and both are on the trip 

itineraries. 
Weather: San Diego is 

predictable, which peo-
ple don’t always like. But 
for Oregonians, a typically 
80-degree and sunny day in 
late December is paradise. 

San Antonio, on the other 
hand, can be unpredictable. 
Expect anywhere from 60 to 
90 degrees down there. One 
day it could be blistering 
hot, the next it could even be 
snowing. It’s happened.

Advantage: San Diego
Attractions: The world-

famous San Diego Zoo will 
be the key attraction for the 
Holiday Bowl, and the foot-
ball team will be taking a visit 
there on Christmas Eve. Both 
have Sea World as mentioned 
before. The team will also be 
visiting the USS Midway air-
craft carrier.

San Antonio has one of the 
more unique touristy draws: 
the San Antonio River Walk. 
The River Walk winds and 
loops under bridges and has 
two parallel sidewalks that are 
lined with restaurants, shops 
and hotels. It connects all of 
the major destinations in the 
cities. 

One of those attractions 
is the namesake of the bowl 
itself. Visiting The Alamo is a 
must for anyone visiting San 
Antonio, if only to erase the 
memories of the movie ver-
sion of the events surround-
ing the annexation of Texas.

Both cities feature profes-
sional sports teams to see as 
well. The San Antonio Spurs 
are in town on both Dec. 
26 and 28. The San Diego 
Chargers do have a home 
game, but it would require 
an extended stay as it is three 
days after the Holiday Bowl.

Advantage: San Antonio
Location: You can give 

the advantage to San Diego 
right away, because, well, San 
Antonio is in Texas and San 
Diego isn’t. Oh, and San Diego 
has a beach and an ocean. 

Advantage: San Diego
Opponents: All of these fac-

tors are nice, but a trip to 
either place is a trip to see a 
football game. The Holiday 
Bowl is certainly respectable, 
but the Alamo Bowl clearly 
wins here. Oregon State has 
a chance to play No. 18 Texas 
— if Oklahoma goes to the 
Cotton Bowl instead of a BCS 
bowl — if it went to the Alamo 
Bowl. 

Sure, the Holiday Bowl 
means a more likely shot at a 
win against the likes of Baylor, 
West Virginia, Texas Tech or 
Texas Christian University 
(any of those could receive a 
bid to the Holiday Bowl). 

If you want a better game 
and a tougher opponent, it’s 
the Alamo Bowl. If you want 
a better shot at a 10-win sea-
son, it’s the Holiday. I’m in 
favor of a better game.

Advantage: San Antonio
After a toss-up in four 

categories, there is no clear 
advantage. The fact is the 
Alamo Bowl is the better bowl 
for the Beavers as a program. 
San Diego is the more attrac-
tive vacation spot in general, 
though. 

But hey, if OSU loses to 
Nicholls State we’ll be talking 
about which casinos on the 
Las Vegas strip to visit. 

Warner Strausbaugh, sports editor
On Twitter @WStrausbaugh
sports@dailybarometer.com
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Student
Recovery
Community

�e Division of Student Affairs invites students, 
faculty, staff, and community members to learn more 
about our initial work on supporting the student 
recovery community at Oregon State.

THURSDAY
Nov. 29
6:00 .. 
 

studenthealth.oregonstate.edu/recovery

Accommodation requests  
related to disability may be  
made by calling 541-737-7564

INFORMATION SESSION

CONTACT:
Robert Reff, Substance Abuse 
Prevention Coordinator
Student Health Services
Health Promotion Department
robert.reff@oregonstate.edu
541-737-7564
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it’s your senior year and you know that 
you’ve achieved something that a lot of 
people don’t get to,” Brian said. 

Because Anthony has battled with inju-
ries in 2012 and Brian has seen the field 
mostly on special teams, fans might not be 
all too familiar with their play on the field. 

But their impact has gone beyond wins 
and losses. The two have played as impor-
tant a role as any in OSU’s surprising season. 

“Those two guys have been model peo-
ple in our program,” said head coach Mike 
Riley. “Absolutely impacted not only our 
football team, but our lives.” 

“You just watch them day-to-day — the 
way they carry themselves,” added sec-
ondary coach Rod Perry. “The way they 
go about their business preparing to play 
football. Only a fool wouldn’t understand 
by watching how to prepare and get better.”

Their story at Oregon State started when 
the brothers were juniors at Highline High 
School in their hometown of Burien, Wash.

Multiple Division I schools were recruit-
ing Anthony, but Brian had suffered a sea-
son-ending leg injury, essentially ending 
his chances of serious recruitment.

It seemed their dream of playing college 
football with each other was in jeopardy. 

“We wanted to be a package deal when I 
was getting recruited,” Anthony said. “That 
was the biggest thing.”

A few schools showed interest in Brian, 
but none provided the same feeling as 
Oregon State. After Riley visited their home 
and gave the brothers and their mother, 
Iris, his pitch, the two made up their mind 
to become Beavers.

“Other schools were interested in me 
coming in as a walk-on, but Oregon State 
just seemed like the best fit,” Brian said. 
“We were both excited obviously when 
we knew we were coming down here and 
were going to spend the next four years in 
Corvallis.” 

The two arrived at Oregon State in 2008, 

Brian as a walk-on and Anthony on schol-
arship. Both redshirted their first year 
before Anthony found the field for the first 
time in 2009. He was a key member on spe-
cial teams, but battled injuries and missed 
five games.

In 2010, Anthony became a key reserve 
at safety and began to find himself on the 
field frequently. He had racked up 38 tack-
les in his first two collegiate seasons.

Meanwhile, Brian hadn’t seen a single 
play as a Beaver. 

Anthony made sure to keep Brian 
encouraged.

“It was a little tough [not playing] 
because you come here to play,” Brian 
said. “You want to play as much as you 
can, but much like I supported Anthony, 
we support each other throughout life. He 
was always supporting me, especially dur-
ing that time.” 

In 2011, Anthony led the team in tackles 
with 85 and Brian finally played, appearing 
in three games, but OSU finished with a 
disappointing 3-9 record. Suddenly their 
senior season wasn’t shaping up how they 
had imagined.

After playing in only three games for 
a 3-9 team, a lot of players entering their 
senior season would have thrown in the 
towel.

But the fraternal twins showed their true 
character. They worked harder than ever to 
improve for the coming year. 

“[They] could have packed it in,” Riley 
said. “But they didn’t do that. They worked 
their tails off and that says everything about 
them.”

The hard work paid off when Riley offered 
Brian a scholarship for his senior season. 
Brian has embraced the opportunity and 
never taken it for granted.

“I wanted to make sure I earned it,” Brian 
said. “I didn’t want it to just be given to me.”

The brothers became closer than ever 
leading up to the 2012 season. It especially 
showed on the field.

“They’re very much aware of one another 
all the time,” said defensive coordinator 
Mark Banker. “Whether it’s on the sideline, 

on the field, in the weight room, in the 
locker room, they truly take care of one 
another.” 

“They take reps together, work together, 
and they study their tape together,” Perry 
added. “So they interact very, very well and 
it’s fun to watch.”

The seniors also developed into leaders 
for a team that desperately needed direc-
tion after last season.

“What I love about [Anthony] is his atti-
tude,” Perry said. “People rally around him, 
and even though he gets limited reps, he 
still performs very well. He’s a very mature 
young man.

“[Brian’s] a leader. The guys listen to him 
and follow his positive attitude.”

Behind the Watkins brothers and a greatly 
improved all-around team, OSU fought its 
way to a drastically improved 8-3 record 
with one regular season game still to come 
before a bowl game.

Though Saturday’s game against Nicholls 
State will again take place in Reser Stadium, 
last weekend’s Civil War was Senior Day. 

It’s a day meant as a celebration of hard 
work and achievement, and it’s a day nei-
ther Watkins brother is likely to forget any 
time soon.

“Senior Day was definitely special,” 
Anthony said. “It was nice to see the fans’ 
reaction to all of the hard work that we’ve 
put into our time here.”

“To walk out of the tunnel together, see 
my family at midfield and be able to enjoy 
and share that accomplishment together 
was something big,” Brian added.

While that moment was an important 
one, going out on top is what would mean 
the most.

“I know it’s been tough on guys in the past 
to go out on a loss,” Anthony said. “It’s not a 
fun thing. I want to make sure we go out 
with a win.”

“Finishing with a win would be big,” 
Brian added. “It would be big for the pro-
gram, me and Anthony too.”

Andrew Kilstrom, sports reporter
On Twitter @AndrewKilstrom
sports@dailybarometer.com

WATKINS
n Continued from page 4

NEIL ABREW | THE DAILY BAROMETER

Senior safety Anthony Watkins greets Oregon State head coach Mike Riley on Senior Day last Saturday before the Civil War 
game against the University of Oregon. His twin brother, Brian (38), is next in line.

NEIL ABREW | THE DAILY BAROMETER

Jordan Poyer was named a First Team All-American 
cornerback by the American Football Coaches Association. 

Jordan Poyer 
Named AFCA First 
Team All-America

By Oregon State Athletic Communications
Oregon State University senior cornerback Jordan Poyer 

has been selected to the prestigious American Football 
Coaches Association (AFCA) First Team All-America squad, 
it was announced Wednesday. Poyer is the first OSU player 
to earn AFCA First Team since offensive tackle Andy Levitre 
in 2008.

Earlier this week, Poyer was selected as one of four Beavers 
to the Pac-12 Conference First Team, joining wide receiver 
Markus Wheaton, defensive end Scott Crichton and special 
teams standout Jordan Jenkins. Poyer has six interceptions 
this season, among the national leaders, and was a semi-
finalist for the Jim Thorpe Award (top cornerback) and the 
Bednarik Award (top defensive player). The Astoria, Ore., 
native and co-team captain helped OSU have one of the 
best turnarounds in college football this season at 8-3 for the 
season.

Poyer and his teammates conclude the 2012 regular season 
this Saturday as the No. 15 (BCS) Beavers host the Nicholls 
State Colonels at 11:30 a.m. 

Oregon State Athletic Communications
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Today’s   su • do • ku

To play: Complete the grid 
so that every row, column 

and every 3X3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9. There is no 
guessing or math involved, 

just use logic to solve.
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Yesterday’s Solution

Do you love Basketball?
Come help the 
youth of Corvallis 
love it too!

PARKS & RECREATION

Volunteer coaching 
positions are available 
through the Corvallis 
Parks & Recreation 
Department

Make a 

difference.

Be a Coach...

Call Today  •  541-754-1706

 Educational Activities Committee & SEAC
Orientations for

 Recognized Student Organizations
 currently fun ded through

 Educational Activities
 Must be attended by President and/or the Treasurer
•Thursday, Nov. 29  11am–12pm  MU 208
•Friday, Nov. 30  10am–11am  MU 208
•Friday, Nov. 30  1pm–2pm  MU 208

Classifieds

 To place an online and/or
 print classified ad, go to 

 dailybarometer.campusave.com
Online Rates:

 FREE  to students, staff & faculty 
 with  onid.orst.edu  email

 $25 per ad per month
 No refunds will be issued.

Print Rates:
 15 words or less, per day  – $3.75

 Each additional word, per day  –  25¢
 10 Days  –  25% off   •   20 Days  –  50% off

 CLASSIFIED ADS
are now

ON-LINE!

Buyer Beware
The Oregon State University
Daily Barometer assumes no

liability for ad content or response.
Ads that appear too good
to be true, probably are.

Respond at your own risk.

Help Wanted

RESEARCH INTERNATIONAL 
MARKETS for Ag Product Launch. 

estatelandscapingpj@gmail.com

BARTENDERS WANTED. Up to $250/day. 
No experience necessary. Training available. 
Call 800-965-6520 ext. 151.

STUDENTPAYOUTS.COM Paid survey 
takers needed in Corvallis. 100% Free to join.  
Click on Surveys.

Services
HORSE BOARDING: 1 stall available at Wild 
Rose Farm. wildrosefrm.com, wrf@peak.org 
or 541-929-7510 for more info.

NEED A HORSE FIX? December “specials” 
on part-leases at Wild Rose Farm. Dressage/
jumping, intermediate+ skill level. Contact: 
wrf@peak.org, 541-929-7510 or 
wildrosefrm.com.

KOREAN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Sunday Service 1:30, Friday Bible Study 
6:30; Free shuttle; (541) 207-5078 
http://www.kpccor.org

For Sale
STUDENT OPERATED FURNITURE
WAREHOUSE.  Buy, Sell, & Trade.  Delivery 
available. Learn more at   
www.CorvallisFurniture.com

For Rent
ROOMS FOR RENT next to campus. $500 
per room. 503-453-9798

$430. STUDIOS. Close to OSU and 
shopping. Furnished or unfurnished. Clean, 
quiet, ideal for OSU student. All utilities 
included for $75/mo. Available now or 
reserve for winter term. 760 NW 21st. 
Fillmore Inn Apartments. 541-754-0040  
www.fillmoreinn.com

Wanted
TOP-CASH PAID FOR USED BOOKS/
TEXTBOOKS!  HELP ME START MY

BOOKSTORE.
Michael Knight
Flat Earth Books
541-231-2524
buyer@flatearthbooks.com

Lost & Found
LOST ON NOVEMBER 21 IN VALLEY 
LIBRARY on OSU campus, Black E73 Nokia 
cell phone. Email johnsrox@onid.orst.edu 
if found. Please, it has pictures and phone 
numbers I really need.

Housing
5 BED HOUSE FOR RENT 2 blocks to 
campus. 503-453-9798. $2500.00

Special Notices
TANNING & SHIMMERING LOTIONS
SALE. Use coupon code “GOLD” to get a 
$15 discount at www.thegoldenbeauty.com. 
Code valid for 5 days. Order now!

Tu  rn  you r u n w a n ted
G OLD  JEW ELR Y in to CASH

a t
M JPM ,I n c.

4 25  SW   Third Street, Corvallis

rigidly defined your concept of music is, music is one of 
those things that will always be subjective. If it’s pleasing to 
listen to, and helps you feel any emotion, happy or sad, it’s 
music. “Stomp,” a musical choreograph of everyday items like 
trashcans and brooms, displays this magnificently.

If you find yourself feeling especially down these coming 
months, try to up the amount of music in your life. You can 
listen to it on your way to class. You can play it while eating. 
Heck, you can even listen to it during all of your bathroom 
routines. Ever notice how the people that say, “Music is my 
life,” seem to be some of the happiest? There’s a reason for 
their happiness. It may not remove the symptoms of your 
cold, but it will sure make you feel better.

As Maya Angelou said, “Music was my refuge. I could 
crawl into the space between the notes and curl my back to 
loneliness.” 

t

Alexander Vervloet is a senior in communications. The opinions expressed in his columns 
do not necessarily represent those of The Daily Barometer staff. Vervloet can be reached at 
forum@dailybarometer.com or on Twitter @Rantsweekly.

Thursday night rather than Friday. CNN 
did a segment on Nov. 19, titled “Is Black 
Friday Edging out Thanksgiving?” CNN 
discussed how Black Friday is becom-
ing an issue because it’s cutting into the 
actual holiday we are supposed to be cel-
ebrating with friends and family. 

The article said store employees around 
the country “are upset that the schedules 
will deprive them of a big part of their 
holiday” because their shifts begin hours 
before the customers arrive. 

If I were working the evening of 

Thanksgiving I would be furious. People 
everywhere wait all year for the holiday 
break because we need the time off to 
relax. Yet Black Friday doesn’t allow any-
one a moment to spare. We scramble 
and stress over things to buy when we 
could be home relaxing like the break was 
intended for. 

I love a good sale, but the way that I see 
it, if you don’t buy it, you’re always going 
to save more money than if you bought 
it on sale. I know it seems like the per-
fect time to buy Christmas presents, but 
it’s just too rushed. The problem is that 
people feel like they have to participate 
in Black Friday in this extreme, frantic 

way. If you were to participate in Black 
Friday, at least take Thursday to relax and 
eat Thanksgiving dinner with your fam-
ily first. Even though the stores open on 
Thursday night rather than Friday, you 
didn’t have to shop on Thursday. 

If your family is really dedicated to 
Black Friday shopping, then to make it 
less stressful, go as a family and take your 
time. There is no need to waste precious 
time with your family for a sale on a 
bunch of stuff. 

t

Masami Wadama is a sophomore in business marketing. 
The opinions expressed in her columns do not necessarily 
represent those of The Daily Barometer staff. Wadama can be 
reached at forum@dailybarometer.com.

WADAMA
n Continued from page 7

VERVLOET
n Continued from page 7

The officer who oversaw secu-
rity at the military base where 
Bradley Manning was held for a 
time said on Wednesday he was 
not pressured by superiors to 
keep the Army private accused 
of leaking classified documents 
to the WikiLeaks website in a 
high-level lockup and under 
constant watch.

Marine Col. Robert Oltman 
said his decision to main-
tain maximum-security sta-
tus for Manning during his 
eight-month confinement in 
Quantico in Virginia was borne 
out of caution.

Oltman said at a pre-trial hear-
ing at Fort Meade, Maryland, 
for Manning that he recognized 
the case was high profile but 
told subordinates at the Marine 
base to “do what’s right” and not 
“worry about somebody looking 
over your shoulder.”

Manning’s lawyers are trying 
to get the case thrown out -- or 
at least any sentence reduced, if 
he’s convicted — by claiming he 
was mistreated at the Quantico 
brig from July 2010 until he was 
moved to the military prison 
at Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas, in 
April 2011.

A Navy psychiatrist testified 
that his regular recommenda-
tions to ease Manning’s height-
ened confinement status after 
being taken off formal suicide 

watch within weeks of his arriv-
al in Virginia from the Middle 
East were not acted upon by 
commanders.

“The degree of concern 
of his safety and security was 
higher than anything I’d previ-
ously seen,” said Capt. William 
Hoctor, who has more than 20 
years of experience in military 
and civilian corrections.

Several times during the hear-
ing, there was testimony about 
Manning being forced to stand 
outside his cell naked during 
morning roll call.

Oltman testified that nudity 
was Manning’s choice and that 
he had two blankets for cover-
ing up if he wanted to use them. 
Coombs alleged that Manning 
was told to drop the blankets.

A spokesman for Manning 
said previously that he also was 
prevented from exercising and 
had to respond every five min-
utes - around the clock - to loud 
verbal queries to ensure he was 
not trying to commit suicide.

Coombs tried to show that 
Oltman was pressured by a 
superior to keep Manning 
under maximum security status 
and under special watch due to 
intense publicity.

Oltman said he knew 
Manning’s case had the atten-
tion of his superiors -- “it was on 
the news, it was on CNN” -- but 

he denied there was any pres-
sure. Oltman said he erred on 
the side of caution in Manning’s 
case because another detainee 
had killed himself while in cus-
tody prior to Manning’s arrival.

Hoctor, who saw Manning for 
most of his time at the Quantico 
brig, testified that he believed 
Manning was a potential sui-
cide risk when he arrived. That 
assessment was based on medi-
cal records from a psychiatrist 
who examined him in Kuwait.

Hoctor said he and the brig 
staff exercised a heightened 
state of vigilance regarding 
Mannning’s behavior. But he 
recommended that Manning be 
taken off suicide watch after a 
week. Manning was upgraded 
a few weeks later to a status 
known as prevention of injury 
watch.

Hoctor then recommend-
ed a short time after that that 
Manning be removed from the 
second designation.

“He had been observed for 
about a week or two without 
exhibiting any evidence of being 
suicidal. We were satisfied he 
no longer represented a risk,” 
Hoctor said.

But Manning’s status 
was never again changed at 
Quantico, despite regular rec-
ommendations from Hoctor 
that commanders do so.

Manning was a good detain-
ee in general, he said.

“He was pretty well behaved,” 
Hoctor testified. “He actually 
held up better than expected.”

Hoctor said that notes of 
Manning’s medical care while 
at Quantico were hand-written 
because he was not allowed 
access to a computer and those 
notes have been missing since 
Manning was moved to Ft. 
Leavenworth.

Manning, 24, is expected to 
take the stand later this week to 
testify about his detention.

The Army intelligence analyst 
is accused of leaking classified 
military and State Department 
documents while serving in 
Iraq. Many of them wound 
up on the WikiLeaks website. 
WikiLeaks has never confirmed 
that Manning was the source of 
the information.

Counts against Manning 
include aiding the enemy, 
wrongfully causing intelligence 
to be published on the Internet, 
transmitting national defense 
information and theft of public 
property or records.

He could receive a sentence 
of up to life, if convicted on all 
counts at his court martial.

McNally said the two indict-
ments have significantly dis-
rupted the group.

— CNN

The big news in the Big 
Apple this week may be what 
didn’t happen.

There was not a single 
reported slaying, stabbing, 
shooting or knifing in any of 
the five boroughs on Monday, 
according to the New York 
Police Department.

“It is unusual in a city of 8 mil-
lion people, but we never read 
that much into one day,” said 
Deputy Police Commissioner 
Paul Browne, who said it was 
the “first time in memory” that 
the city had had such a lull in 
violent crime.

The violence-free stretch 
spanned 36 hours, starting 
Sunday evening when a man 
was shot in the head and 
lasted until Tuesday morning 
with another shooting, police 
said.

For a city that once suf-
fered from high crime rates, 
Monday’s feat fits into a broad-
er trend of dropping homicide 
rates, police say.

“The city hopes to finish 
out the year with the lowest 
homicide rate sine 1960,” said 
Browne.

In 1990, police say the city 
tallied just under 2,300 homi-

cides. By 2002, that number 
had dropped below 600.

So far in 2012, police say that 
number is 366.

“If you think back to how 
bad things were in the 1970s 
and ‘80s, you were lucky if you 
had a few hours go by where 
you didn’t have a violent crime, 
nevermind a whole day,” 
said NYPD historian Michael 
Cronin.

Nationwide, there were 
14,612 murders in 2011, on 
average one every 36 minutes, 
the FBI reported.

That’s a small decline from 
14,722 in 2010.

In October, the FBI said vio-
lent crime across the nation 
fell for the fifth consecutive 
year in 2011 with murder, rape 
and robbery all declining, but 
it noted that violent crime 
remains a serious problem in 
many urban areas.

The FBI crime statistics dif-
fered from a telephone crime 
survey released in October by 
the Justice Department. That 
report showed crime increas-
ing last year but attributed the 
change to a jump in simple 
assaults.

— CNN

New York City logs 
murder-free Monday

Officer says not pressured 
over jailing accused WikiLeaker
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TOP
 PRIZE: 

 To sign up, or for more information:
 Bill Gross, Student Media
 218 MU East (Snell)
 541-737-4860
 bill.gross@oregonstate.edu

Student Media wants YOU
to compete in the 
Multimedia 
Challenge!
 JANUARY 3 & 4

Put your multimedia skills to the 
test as teams compete to cover a 
“breaking news event”

 Winning team visits 
 a live broadcast of a 
 Portland Trailblazer game!

 Come and taste their line-up!

PROMO
 THURSDAY, 

Dec. 6  • 6–9   p.m.

This is our final brewery 
promo for 2012. Check back in 

January for our ‘13 lineup.

 Over 35 taps!
 Located next to

 Woodstock’s Pizza
 1035 NW Kings Blvd.
 Search Suds & Suds

 and “like” us on 

 Fe aturing libations

 and giveaways from…

 21 & over.

The attorney for a Florida man who shot at a 
car of unarmed teens over the weekend, killing 
one, says the incident bears no resemblance to 
the Trayvon Martin case.

Her client, Michael Dunn, is no “vigilante” 
but did feel threatened and shot out of “self 
defense,” the attorney said.

“There are no comparisons to the Trayvon 
Martin situation,” said Robin Lemonidis, 
Dunn’s attorney. “He is devastated and horri-
fied by the death of the teen.”

Dunn, 45, was denied bond Monday on 
a murder charge stemming from the week-
end shooting in Jacksonville. The violence was 
sparked by a confrontation about loud music 
at a gas station, the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office 
said.

Dunn told authorities that he had asked the 
teens to turn down the blaring music from 
their vehicle adjacent to his, as he waited for his 
girlfriend to return to the car.

He heard threats from the teens, Dunn told 
police, he felt threatened and thought he saw 
a gun in the teens’ car. He grabbed his gun and 
fired at least eight shots, authorities said.

Seventeen-year-old Jordan Davis, among the 
teens, was killed. There were no guns found 
inside the teens’ car, the Jacksonville Sheriff’s 
Office said.

Ron Davis, the victim’s father, said he is dev-
astated and doesn’t believe the shooting was 
self defense.

“He did something that there was no defense 
for,” the father said of the suspect.

Ron Davis said his son didn’t own any guns, 
wasn’t part of a gang and was a good kid. When 
Dunn pulled out the gun, the teens’ initially 

thought it was a fake then frantically tried to 
back up the car before being caught in the gun-
fire, Ron Davis said.

The father said he talked to two of the 
teens who were in the car, and they are “really 
shaken.”

Jordan’s body will be moved to Atlanta, the 
home of his mother, on Thursday, before a 
Saturday funeral.

Some have compared this incident to 
the Trayvon Martin case, the shooting of an 
unarmed Florida teen earlier this year that 
sparked nationwide protests and inflamed 
public passions over race relations and gun 
control. Martin’s shooting also focused a spot-
light on Florida’s controversial “Stand Your 
Ground” law, which allows the use of deadly 
force when a person perceives a threat to safety.

Similar to Trayvon Martin, Davis was 17, 
unarmed and African American.

But Dunn’s attorney said her client’s 
action should not be compared to George 
Zimmerman, the volunteer neighborhood 
watchman who is charged with second-degree 
murder in the February 26 shooting death of 
Martin in Sanford, Florida.

“That’s ridiculous. Michael is not a vigilante,” 
the attorney said. “He’s a brilliant software 
developer. It was never his intention to kill 
anyone.”

The attorney said she is contemplating what 
defense she will use if the case goes to trial.

“Self defense applies because Mr. Dunn was 
threatened,” Lemonidis said. “We can’t say 
what the defense will be at this stage ... but 
stand your ground is a possibility.”

— CNN

Two California prison inmates who authori-
ties say directed members of their respective 
groups -- a street gang and a transnational orga-
nized crime syndicate — to help them steal $8 
million from people’s bank accounts were sen-
tenced Wednesday to 25 years in prison.

Angus Brown, 36, and Arman Sharopetrosian, 
33, were convicted of leading the ring from 
California’s Avenal State Prison, where they were 
cellmates in 2009, Assistant U.S. Attorney Joseph 
McNally said.

The case was one of two major federal indict-
ments targeting the transnational Armenian 
Power crime group, to which Sharopetrosian 
belongs and which allegedly has ties to high-
level crime figures in Armenia and elsewhere, 
authorities said.

“(Brown and Sharopetrosian) basically com-
bined their skills to execute the bank fraud,” 
McNally said.

Brown, a street gang member, and 
Sharopetrosian directed non-imprisoned mem-
bers of their groups to execute the scheme, in 
which they’d bribe bank insiders to get peo-
ple’s bank account and personal information, 
authorities said.

The pair’s associates would make out high-
dollar checks from those accounts, forge the 
victims’ signatures and then deposit the checks 
into accounts the conspirators established, pros-
ecutors said.

More than 500 victims in multiple states were 
targeted for a total of more than $8 million, 
McNally said.

The conspirators mostly targeted older 
people, believing them to be less “proficient in 
checking up on their accounts via the Internet,” 
prosecutors said in court documents.

Brown and Sharopetrosian had been near-
ing the end of their prison sentences. Brown 
was serving time for identity theft, and 
Sharopetrosian was in prison for shooting at 
an occupied vehicle and carrying a concealed 
weapon, authorities said.

“The goal ultimately was once those checks 
were deposited from the bank accounts, their 
associates on the outside would obtain the cash 
and split up the proceeds,” McNally said.

Sharopetrosian, of Burbank, California, was 
convicted in March of bank fraud conspiracy, 
bank fraud and aggravated bank fraud. Brown 
pleaded guilty in December to conspiracy to 
commit bank fraud conspiracy, bank fraud and 
aggravated identity theft.

Sharopetrosian’s attorney, Anthony Brooklier, 
said Wednesday that his client was addicted 
to heroin at the time, and that the addiction 
clouded his judgment.

“If feel bad for him and his family. It was a 
case where he was using drugs at the time, and 
he wasn’t thinking clearly,” said Brooklier, who 
added he intends to appeal his client’s sentence.

Brooklier contends that Sharopetrosian was 
involved for only a portion of the scheme’s time 
line, and that no loss of money is directly attrib-
utable to Sharopetrosian.

CNN’s attempts to reach Brown’s attorney, 
Rob Scott, weren’t immediately successful.

Sharopetrosian also is one of 70 defendants 
named in a racketeering indictment — the 
second major case targeting Armenian Power, 
authorities said. Most have pleaded guilty, but 
the rest — Sharopetrosian and 32 others — are 
awaiting trial, McNally said.

Both indictments were unsealed in February 
2011.

Members of Armenian Power have a heritage 
going back to Armenia and other Eastern Bloc 
countries, and the crime group started as a street 
gang in East Hollywood, California, in the 1980s, 
authorities said. Members identify themselves 
with tattoos, graffiti and gang clothing, but the 
organization is more concerned with rack-
eteering than controlling “turf,” authorities 
have said.

McNally said the two indictments have sig-
nificantly disrupted the group.

— CNN

Shooting of unarmed Florida teen is 
no Trayvon Martin case attorney says

Men accused of running $8M 
bank fraud from prison get 25 years

Handcuffed to a bed and 
wrapped in a hospital blanket, 
a New York nanny accused 
of killing a sister and her tod-
dler brother pleaded not guilty 
Wednesday to murder.

In a case that has given many 
parents nightmares, Yoselyn 
Ortega was watching 4-year-
old Lucia and 2-year-old Leo 
Krim at their Upper Westside 
Manhattan home in late 
October when police say she 
stabbed the kids to death.

Their mother came home, 
police said, and found her chil-

dren in the bathroom. She also 
saw the nanny stab herself with 
a kitchen knife, authorities said.

“This crime shocked and 
horrified parents around the 
city, many of whom entrust 
their children to the care of 
others both by necessity and 
by choice,” Manhattan District 
Attorney Cyrus R. Vance said in 
a statement. “My heart goes out 
to the family of those beautiful 
young children, and I hope that, 
with time, this family will heal.”

Wednesday’s hearing took 
place — not in a courtroom 

— but at Manhattan’s Weill 
Cornell Medical Center.

Ortega, 50, did not speak, 
and her lawyer entered her plea 
for her. The nanny is expected 
to undergo psychological eval-
uation, said authorities. She 
has been indicted and charged 
with first- and second-degree 
murder in both deaths.

A native of the Dominican 
Republic, Ortega had been a 
naturalized U.S. citizen for 10 
years. Her next court date is 
scheduled for January 16.

— CNN

Nanny pleads not guilt in child deaths

The owners of Mississippi’s 
only abortion clinic are headed 
back to federal court in anoth-
er attempt to stop a new state 
law which could close its doors 
—effectively banning abortion 
in the state.

The Jackson Women’s Health 
Organization filed for a prelim-
inary injunction Wednesday to 
delay enforcement of the new 
law. Clinic officials say House 
Bill 1390, which was signed 
into law in April, imposes 
unnecessary guidelines and 
requires abortion doctors to 
have admitting privileges at a 
local hospital. The clinic’s doc-
tors have been unable to gain 
those privileges.

“We’ve done everything we 
can to comply with this law 
and have been shut down at 
every juncture,” said Diane 
Derzis, the clinic’s president 
and owner.

“Hopefully we’ll get a fed-
eral judge to see that the 
state of Mississippi has effec-
tively banned abortion in the 
state and we hope the judge 
declares it unconstitutional,” 

she told CNN.
In July, a federal judge in 

Jackson, Mississippi, tempo-
rarily blocked the law from 
going into effect to allow the 
clinic time to comply with it, 
and stopped the state from 
imposing civil and crimi-
nal penalties against the 
organization.

If the federal court does not 
grant a preliminary injunc-
tion while the clinic fights the 
constitutionality of the law, it 
could close down as early as 
February.

“Anti-choice politicians 
were very clear that they 
had one thing in mind when 
they passed this law: to shut 
down Mississippi’s only 
abortion clinic,” said Nancy 
Northup, president and CEO 
at the Center for Reproductive 
Rights. “It isn’t a surprise to 
anyone that the physicians at 
the Jackson Women’s Health 
Organization haven’t been able 
to obtain admitting privileges 
at any local hospital.”

But the law’s sponsor, state 
Rep. Sam Mims, told CNN the 

measure’s purpose was not to 
eliminate abortion.

“We’re protecting the health 
of women by giving them pro-
fessional care,” he said.

“I believe life begins at con-
ception and I think a lot of 
Mississippians do as well. If 
this legislation causes less 
abortion, then that’s a good 
thing,” Mims added.

The clinic says it has not 
been able to secure hospital 
privileges at any of the 12 hos-
pitals in the area. In a denial 
letter filed as part of the court 
record, one of the facilities —
Crossgates River Oaks Hospital 
in nearby Brandon -- wrote 
that the nature of the clinic’s 
medical practice “is inconsis-
tent with this hospital’s poli-
cies and practices as concerns 
abortion and, in particular, 
elective abortions... The nature 
of your proposed medical 
practice would lead to both 
an internal and external dis-
ruption of the hospital’s func-
tion and business within this 
community.”

— CNN

Mississippi’s only abortion clinic 
may be shutdown if law passes


