MEMORANDUM TO: Barry N. Siegel, Associate
Professor of Economics

FROM Gerald K. Bogen, Assistant
Dirxector of Admissions

SUBJECT: ENCOUPAGEMENT OF MINORITY GROUP MEMBERS TO PURSUE HIGHER
EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES AT THE UNIVERSITY OF OREGON

Last week this writer had the opportunity to spend 2 day and a half in
Portland diecussing the problems of minority group persons in the greater
metropolitan area. Discussions were beld with the principalas and staffs
of the three high schools in Portland which enrolled the largest numberxs
of Negro students. More specifically, discussions werxe held at Washington,
Jefferson and Grant Righ Schools. In addition, thig writer had the oppox-
tunity to interview the Research Coordinator and the Chairman of the Com-
mittee on Race and Education which is sponsored by the Portland Schoel
Board. Discussion was also held with a2 prominentUniversity of Oregon
graduate who is 2 Negro and resides in Poriland.

The firet, and possibly the largest, impression received was of the vast

waste of umran talent found emong minority group persons. 7This is not ta

say that thexe are great mumbers of highly motivataed and successfully |
achieving Negro students in the schools. Indezed, the reverse is true. ‘
However, it could be assumed that among the large number of Negro students |
.in the senior classes of high schoole in Poxtland, there should be more 1
than about twenty who are admissible to the Unlversity of. Oregon. For ex- |
ample, at Washington High School, which haas abosut 3ix per cent of its stu- |
dent body comprised of Negrcoes, there is not oie single Negro male in the

secior class who has a 2.0 cumulative grade-point average. Indeed, I have

been apprised that there are probably only two Negro girle in this senior

closs who would meet the asdmissions requirements of state institutions of

highexr education. In a similar vein - at Crant High School there are

probably four Negro students in the senfox clase who are admissible to

state {ustitutions. At Jefferson High School -- which has about 26 per

cent of its student body of Negro origim -- only seven negro males of @

senior clasas of 222 wen have a cumulative grade-point average of a 2.25;

only one negro male has above a 3.0. Thus, the initial assumption that

was made on this campua, (i.e,, there is a vast resource of talented moti-

vated Negro students) is in error. At the present time, there is no laxge

group of talent im the high schools from which we can recruit students.

By and large those Negro students who bave done well (above 2,0) are eagerly

sought after by both public and private educational imstitutions and many

buginese concerns, It was said, time and time again, that these people can

'"write their cwn ticket'. Such iostitutions as Harvard and Yale have been

actively engaged in trying to identify students who hsve a glimmer of abil-

ity end have committed Lhemselves to a college preparation program to enable

these Negro students to matriculate at these fine private institutions.
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Some additional data would be pertinent at thisg point. Im the senior
class at Jefferson High Scheool there arp 9Z students who ave in the
honors program; only ome is a Negro. Il we can assume that academic
ability is ncormally distributed, we would expect over twenty Negro
students to be in this group. It is neiessary to have a 3.0 to be
initiated into the Junior Honor Society; there are 40 juniors at Jef-
ferson High School who qualify, but not sne ig s Negro. The Chairman

of the Conmittee on Race and Education indicated that during last year s
high school graduation there were many lundreds of Honox Society students
recognized in Portland, not one was a Iegre.

If we can assume that academic ability is normally distributed without
regard to race, there are some dramatic influences in Portland which
seriously hamper the Negro student from achieving at his ability level.
Each percon interviewed expressed identical attitudes about the reasons
for such low achievement; toward the entl of the day it sounded as if

they were ail playing the same record. Negro teachers, counselors,

aschool administrators, civil authoritien, all capsulized their commente

by saying that the envirormental influsnces stvangle a Negro student’s
motivation to achieve in school, As cxamples; there ave four grade schools
whose enrollment is at least 70 per ciant Negro. These four schocls are the
lowest in achievement among all elemcutary schools im the Portland metro-
politan area. The next group of four schools is predeminately of caucasian
students., Among these two groupa tieve is a common clement of & low socio-
economic status., There {8 an elementary school wbich is a "feedexr' for
Jefferson High School. The two sixth grade atudents that are achieving at
the highest level in this achoeol ure at the lowest level of achievement
when compared to ancther, predominately "average-white', elementary school's
sixth grade class. There are schnols -- if we take extremes -- where the
achievement of the students enrolled do not even overlep; that is, the slow-
est,or lowest, achieving student :n one schocl is above the most succeszfu’
student in another at the same gride-level.

It is the observation of this writver that 1f skin color were disregardes,
there are vast numbers of students who are in a similar soclo-economic
statvs to the Negro, but who arve wmuch more eminently qualified for flran-
cial assistance and encouragement from this institution. If we are ‘nter-
ested in encouraging deprived youagsters to puxsue higher educatios without
regard to race, creed, or religion -- and comcern ourselves with the home
situation, financial need and student achievement -- we would find ourselves
swamped with qualified candidates. If we turn ouxselves solely toward the
Negro problem and do not concern ourselves with other deprived youngsters,
there ia a dearth of qualified applicants.

In terms of achieving the ultimate objective of aiding Negrn students to
be successful in a collegiate envircoment, the single largust problem is
not of fipmancial assistance but of creating an environmen/: in the colleg-
iate setting which will aid these studemts in their articulation with’
this foreign enviromment. By and large those Negro studentcs who would be
admissible at the University of Oregon need counseling a«nd tutoring to
—ake a smooth transition. It was stated that the Univexrsity of Oregon



could make a large fmpact in aiding Portland Negro students in the pur-
suit of higher education by developing programs “at hone''. The writer
stated above that it was felt that financial assistance is unot of the
iargest concern to the fifteen or twenty Negro scudents who are eligible
for admission to state imnstitutions., It is conceivable that if this situ-
ation can be reversed, (i.e., getting Wegro students to achieve at their
ability lavel) we would have an opportunity to be of greater assistance in
the area of financial ailds.

It was felt that among state institutions, the University of Oregon was
probably a "good place" to attend. It was stated, however, that the
emaller, church supported institution is a better havean for the Negro
student, Several Negro alummi have stated that the University of Oregon
is a very lonesome place. Everything is fine whea class is in session,
but when class is dismissed and the weskend approaches, the Negro drifts
back to Portland for comradeship.

The University of Oregon has enjoyed the talents of eeveral ocutstanding
Nepro students on this campus. It was indiceted that these students are
so, far above the "run-of-the-mill Negro" that they have not been of much
; impact upon the Negro subculture within the various high schools. These
people have had a past history of academic and social succees and have

been rejected from 2 position of influence smong the larger Negro group.

What can we do at the University of Oregon:

&8 It was suggested that the University of Oregon overhaul its teacher
training program. The people that we turn out are predominately
widdle-clase persons with 2 middle-class value system. Such people
are totally inept to handle the classroom situation within the Negro
ghe tto.

It was inferived above that the home enviroument is vestrictive

to the Negro gtudent who has the abillity to be an academic suc-
cess. This writer suggested to an eminent member of the Bar
Agsociation that the way to break this vicious cycle was Lo set
up a commune system as operated by Communist China. To my amaze-
ment such a suggestion was not offenaive to this person. He
gtated that on several instances he has txied to take Negro chil-
dren from their parents and put them in a more tolecrable home
situation. In each case the State Supreme Court over-ruled his z

actions. Thus, we have to take the home enviromment as we find it.
We can not substitute for this bome environment, but through gifted

teachers we can certainly make an attempt to compensate for {t,
Such teachers are very hard to find, and the latent skills tley
have are not identified and sharpened in our teacher training
institutions.



2. It was recoumended that pexsons interested in solving this racial dilemnna
cculd get closer to the situation and lend a hand, "

It was suggested that interested University of Oregon professors could
wakz a lavge impact by going to Portland elementary aschools and speak-
ing to these students., Motivation is crucial, For example, in the
Jefferson Project, the school is changing ite emphasis from adapted
curricular materials to cne of motivation, of hope, of encouragement,

In a similar vein, the University of Oregon could contribute signifi-
cantly by bringing students to the University of Oregon campus and
showing them what an institution of higher education looks like. There
are quite a number of Negro students living in the Albina district of
Portland - which is adjacent to the Willamette River - who have never been
across a bridge. It was said that Eugene, Oregon aud the Univeraity of
Oregon are indeed foreign cultures, and a frightful place for Negroes to
visit,

3. Support a contxolled experiment which would have as its objective a measure
of the success of such progrems as cited abova,

It was recommeuded that University of Oregen students, and/ox faculty

- identify gifted alementary school students and nurture them along in
their academic pursuits -~ to compensate for their envirorment; to pro-
vide tutoring systems for the culturally deprived student in an attempt
to breck the vicicus cultural cycle which ig now generated and perpetu-
ated in the Negro ghetto of Portland.

4. Identify those Negro students who are noﬁ admissible to the University of
Oregon to wake sure that the oppertunities o pursue higher education ave
available,

It was stated that these persons have already been identified and
financial assistance bas been assured. However, mo one could docu-
ment this statement. It was felt that University of Oregon faculty
and students could be instrumental in such a venture,

Sumnmary: At the present time thexe is not much the University of Oregon
can do in the way of a crash program to insure that talented Negro students
attend this institution. It {s felt that these persons have already been
identified, recruited and are assured of receiving further educational oppor-
tunities. If we are interested in establishing a program for a warginal group
of Negro students to prepare them to meet the admissions requirements via the
Division of Continuing Education and private tutoring, it is conceivable that
we could make an impact this coming academic year,

The lomg-range problen is one of identifying these students early aad bringing
them through e program which compensates for the cultural environment they arxe

now in, The University of Oregon is not in an advantageous position to abet

euch a program because of our geographical distance from the souxce of the problem.

CERALD K, BOGEN
Assistant Director of Admigsions
GKB/1x
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