DRAFT FROGRAL OF THE COVMITTEE ON POLYTICAL CORCuitdls CAuvgust 31, 1970

. The commitiee-vas called inlo being to consider consiructive and appropriate
programs and plans for the University of Cregon during the 1970 general elections.
Two assumpiions have underlein the commitice's deliberations. The University
shotld be prepared 1o respond to possible student-faculty interest in. the
political activities of the fall term. And 2 "political time-out" or recess
is not feasible.

. During discussions, it has seemed thot the University's response to the
sitvation should be c¢f a dual nature: 7o make students aware of political
activities in which they might participale; and, by way of general education
and bread intelleciuval preparaticny Lo provide for discussion of the meaning .
of political activitly for stuvdenis and for the University.

The overall rubric might be "The Unxvgrsity and the Political Process."
Specific aclivities weuld begin during regisiration week. There should be an
announcemenl at that time of the existence of the academic program in politics.
The FPolitical Science Depariment should make material available on its
requirements for participation in this program. There also should be a
session in which there was discussion of the practical aspecls cf perticipa-
tion in campsigns. Previcus participants might discuss their experiences.
Vembers of the Folitical Science Department would answer questions akout their
requirenents. »

The commitiec has also init 1aiea an inventory of academic offerings in
.schools and departmenls other than Political Science. It hopes to determine
whether there are other existing or possible courses and pregrams in which
studenls can combine invelvement in practical politics with genuine academic
work. If there are such courses or programs, infermation on them should be
made availalkb.

A "Political Affairs Information and Action Center" should be opened in
the Student Union. This center will operate as an impariial library of
information about civic end political action oroups locally and in the slate.
For axample, political candidates micht leave their literaiure at the center
and also inform interesied students on how to become involved in campaigns.
Non-poliiical groups could do the same,

Eerly during the. fall term, there shoulsd be a major University convocation
at McArilhur Court. The President of ASUC would speak briefly, and there vould
be announcements aboul the Center meniioned &bove and the penels discussed below.
The President of the University would deliver the main address. His remarks
on the meaning and stazte of the universily should set the tone of student thinking,

Subsequently there should be three series of panel discussions to explore
and develep the general igeas discussed by the President and other related ideas
of concern and interesi. It has been suggested that the specific themss for the-
three sessions might be: (1) The Univers i*y and Involvemzni; (2) Social Change
ond the Universily; and (3) Higher Educaticn: Can and Should It Adapt? Two
of the sessicns shouvld occur befeore the cleci:ons and one after the elections,
Each session would consist of approximately threze panels, represenling faculty
members with diverse vievipoinis. There should also be siudent pa*tlcipation
or Seporauﬂ student {anols. In the session on ’nvolvom*nt, for insience,
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