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RIECORD OF CASHS.
By Txomas Mavo, M.D: T.R.S+

Physician to the Infirmary of St. MaryleUone, =

(Contlnued from p. 1169.]
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Case of Double Consciousness:

Ix the spring of 1831 my attention was
called to & very singular nervous affec-
tion, of which I subjoin séme memo-
randa. It wes considered by me,
and so named at the time, an unusual
form of hystervia. I sifterwards found
that similar cases have been arranged
by Dr. Abercrombie under a specific
title, that of “double consciousness.”
Tt also possesses common points with
the remarkable states produced by the
manipualations of the mesmerisers, -

“April 1831.—Elizabeth Moffat, resi-
dent at Tunbridge Wells, & healthy
givl, aged about 18, having swallowed
by toistake some Unguentum Lyttee, a
long ttaih of symptoms of pain and
imitation in the head, thoracic region,
#wd bladder, ensued. These gradually
gubsided, but left an extréme suscepti-
bility of pain it the head from eithet
ggund or contact, so that in cithet case
she readily became insensible, par-
ticularly from pressure on the vertex.
On this physical state th¢ following
mental phenomena supervoned. - She
appeared to pass alternately, and in
succession, through two different states
of'mental existence, or rather, I might
suy, hor normal state was exchanged
for' an abrformal one, which 1 shall
{iredenttly describe, out of which slie
twould returd, sometimes after it had
Thyted some weeks; into the mormal
one,~her pasdagcs from either state
iftto {be otHer occux-n%g suddenly,
The phenomend of her dbnormal state
were those of éxtrete ekeltement, en:
tirely dissimilar to ler matural habit,
which was dull and quiet.” Under this
state she made considerable progress in
needle<work, and in many points of in~
tellectnal acquirement, far beyond the
energy and ability of har normal con-
dition.  Slie becnme also lively and
spirited in conversation, At the same
time sho lost her consciousness of her
#oldtion to her father and rrother, and
former nssodidtes, calling thém. by
Wrovig names. - Sho wis, however, at
no time intoheretit, ‘On the subsidence
of her abnormal state, her recollection
of her father, mother, and friends, in
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thieir Just relationt to her, would return,
and she” would: restrie her quiet and
dull chdtactery she wonld also' resume
her ttueé position and respectful man-
ners towdrds some lndibs of Tunbridge
Wells, from whom sha 'wds recelving

‘I"kindness und Instrootion ; meanwhile,
in both her states, the normal and ab-

normal- one, the associations which
have taken place in eadh are obsti-
nately retained without. the smallest
confusion, but {n each with a total ob-

livion of what has been learnt in the"
Thus, in her normal-

other state. 1
state, she will have entirely forgotten

all those manual_or intellestual ad-"

virements which she may have made
guring that of excitemhent, and every
attempt to instruot her in these polnts
will utterly fail,

TFrom the seuntiness of my notes, and
an unwillingnesd to trust my memory,
I am unable to supply adequate par-
ticulnrs of this case: for instance, I
cannot answet the question, tnddr
what conditions, whether from pres-
surc on the vertex, the transition from
ohe state into tha other seemed to
ocour P [ cdn affirmy generally, that
the cuse received no benefit from mo-
dical measures, that it graduslly lost
its mental peculiaritles, and the normal
state became petrhanent. But in the
meanwhile circumstdnces of miscofi-
duct in the girl’s relatives were disco-
vered, which led to an impression
nmon%hev patrons at Tunbridge Wellk
that the case Wwis an imposture ; and,
fortunately perhdps for the patiert, it
was left to itself, :

I have observed that a-suspieion of
gfmulation in the nbove cade oocusioned
it to be' dismisseéd with unbelief, Itis
probable that a thote sorutinising eye
ought to have been a%plied throughout
the inquiry Into it. But does the dise
covery of simulationt in hysterical dise
ease;.to which the above casé ie analos
gous, involve o total rejection of eyery
other symptom of that atate? Isay,of
evety other symptom, fot simulation
itself is a symptoth of hysterid, though
not un insepargble one.. What is more
common than to. see young: persons
bacoma deceitful, to the estent, ewema
ph yratid, of pretending inaspacity td
taks food, while they are qovertly taks
ing atticles of indigastible food: to.a
great quantity ® The mental patholy
of that stave is fully asialngular as-ite

hysical. 1do not believe that Lliza-
Bct‘n Molffatt could have simulated all
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the-phenomena of ke case ; and when
1 find that case, singular as it is, form-
ing one under an assigned medical head
on the authority of an eminent patho.
logist, I more readily give some weight
to my own convictions on this sulject.

Much of the above reasoning las a

aring on that train of symptoms

which I have adverted to as havin
common points with the above case;
mean, the trance produced by the ma-
nipulations of the mesmerisers, Js it
]ﬁﬁlosophicnl to decline inquiry into
these symptoms, becausethey may have
ogcasionally been exaggerated, or even
ut on, when adequate evidence is af-
orded of their general reality by un-
blassed and numerous observers ? But
if this question cannot be answered
affirmatively, let e put another, with
the spme intention, which naturally
springs out of it. Is it wise in us, who
desire to obtain for our tripartite pro-
fession exclusive privileges from the
legislature, to prove that we are un-
worthy of these privileges, by refusing
inquiry into practices which offer on
extensive authority an untidote to pain
and irritation in their direst formsp
We allow our nurses to rock our in-
fanth to sleep. Are we to be told, that
it is absurd and unjustifiable to pro-
duce a form of aleep during which pain
is unfelt, and irntation allayed, by
movements of the hands ?  Yet such a
gropo_sition I have heard maintained
)y an eminent and valued member of
our profession in a wise and learned
assembly.

I allude here to the ordinary phe-
ng\menn of mesmerism—the trance,
which the operators in these cases ap-
pear to_have the power of ~Broduc:ing
apd terminating at will, nless we
propose (o estublish a new theory of

e value and effect of testimony on
helief, or of the utility and desirable-
ness of adding t6 our means of subdn,
Ing pain and irritation, it is our duty to
give a patient and candid inquiry into
this subjec, and to profit by it, if
We may.

yem—

Ior the 48th year of the relgn of Henry the
Third, as appears from the patent rolls of
that year, quoted by Philipot, the King
granted a fras pardon to Frances de Balsham,
forthat she was hanged for felony at Can-
terbury, from nins of the clock on Monday
to the rising of the sun next day, and yet
vas still alive |

_ [Ta be cantinued.]
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Acwe.’
WaETHER we consider the frequency
of its occurrence, the disfigurement it,
occasions, or the obstinate and chronic,
form it frequently assumes, there arg
few . diseases of the skin Dbetter de-
serving the attention of the medical
practitioner than Acne.

The [requency of the occurrence of
acne is such, that few people reach the
middle period of life "without havin
had an occasional attack of it; though,
in the great majority of imatances, in
too trifling a form to require medical
treatment. The disfigurement it occa-
sions is such, g8 not unlrequently,
when occwrring in persons moving {n
the higher ranks of spciety,to embitter
life; and in the lower classes, .as
amongst servants for instance, to pre-
vent the patient gaining a livelihood.
And the rebellious character that it
assumes is such, that it i3 by no means
uncommon to meet with cases that
have for cight, ten, or even more years,
resisled all plans of treatment that
have been adopted for their relief,” '

The lphysica characters of acric ara
so well known to every practitioner,
that it would be superfluous to give
any very.detailed account of them here;
the more so, as it is not my intentjon’
to enter upon anything like a complete.
history of the disease, but rather to
direct attentily to .certain points.in its.
etiology and tfeatment, that appear to
me to be of peculiar interest, .and of
direct practical importance,

The best und most practical classi-
fication of the varieties of acne is that
by Gibert, who divides this diseass into
Acnedisseminata, A. rosuces, and Men-,
tegra.  Willan and Bateman, followed
by many of ‘the ngore modern writers,
on the diseases of the .skin, have @i~
vided acne into four species; but as'
the characters on which this division
ig founded are for the most part unim-
Sortant and transitiry,”being depen-

ent on trifling, modifications jin the
ugpcamnce, £rogress, and activity of
the discosg, they do not deserve to be



