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ACNE. '

WRETHER we consider the frequencr
of its occurrepc~, the dis5gUl'ement It
oCcllsions, or the obstinate imd chronic,
form it frequently assumes,' there lire
few, diseases of the skin bettcr de..'
servjD~ the, atlention of the medical
practitIOner than Acne.
~he freguency of the occurrence of

acne is such, thnt few people reach the
middle period of life witllOut havina
had an occll8ionalattack of it; tholigli,
in the /r'cat majority of il1stRnces, in
too tritlmg n Corm to require medico.f
trentmen t. Tile disfigllremen t it oeca:
sions issuC,h, 1)9 not unfrequentJ,v.
when occUl'ring, in persons movint{ ~n
the higher rllnks ofspciefy, toemlntter
life i a.nd in the l~wercla88~s', ,lUI:
amongst servanta for Instancc, to p~e~

vent the patient gaining a livelihood.
And the rebellious, charRcter that it'
Msumee is such, that it is. by no means
uncommon to meet withcll8es that
have for eight, ten, or even more yenrs,'
resisted all plnns of treatment that
have been adopted for thc!ir reliet. ' ,

The physica1 characters of acne nra
so wen known to every practitioner;.
that it would be superfluous to give'
anyvery:dlltniled account of them here;
the more so, lIS it is not DiY intentjon'
to enle~ uFon anything like a complete,
hislory 0 the disel\llc, but rather to
direct attentlJul to .cerlain points,in its.
etiology and'matment, tbat appear to
me to be ofpeculinr interest, ,anc'l Qf
direct practical importnnce. '

The best und most prnctlca\ c11\88i
fication of the varieties of acne is that
by Gibert, who diviaes this di.ease into
Acne di8seminata, A. rosaoea, and Men~.
tegra: Willan and Bateman, followed
by many of' the l'Qore moMrn \Vrite~
on the diacll8es of the ,skin, have al~
vided llcne illlo four species I but' as'
the charocters on which this ,divisltin.
i4,founded nrc !or the moat part unl,Iit~
portan! Ilnd transitory,· being d~'pen

dent on trifling. modificl\HQns ion tho'
appearance, progress, and l)ctlVity b!
the dlscu,ll, 'thcy do not deserve 10 bo

• '. J (

rro be cantlDUed.)
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the~Jl11enom'ena o(/w· cnse j nnd when
I .1lnd ,that cuse, singular as it is, form
,ing one ul,ldel' an assigned medicalhend
on the nuthority of an eminentpatho•.
logist, I snore readily give some weight
to my own convictions on this sultject.

Mucl1 'of the above rensoning haa a
'bfllring on that train of symptoms
which I have adverted to as having
common points with the above case; I
mClin, the trance produced by the ma
nipulnlionY of the mesmerisers. Is it
philosophical to decline inquiry into
fhe~e s)'mptoms, uuauu they may have'
oPcllsionnl1y been exaggerated, ~r even
put on, when adequllte evidence is IIf
forded of their general reality by un
biassed and numerous observers? But
if this question cnnnot be al\swerecl
affirmalively, let inC put nnother, with
the Slime Intention, which nnturally
springs out of it. Is it wise in liS, who
desire to obtain for our tripartite pro
fession exclnsive privileges from the
legislature, to prove that we are un~
worthy of these privileges, by refusing
inquirr into practices which offer on
extcnslve authority an lintidote to pain
and initation in their direst forms P
Wc allow our nurses to rock our in.
fanti to sleep. Al'e we to bc tol~, that
Wis absurd and unjustifiable to pro
duce n form ofsleep during which pain
i.e unfelt, and irntation allayed, by
movements of the hllnds P Yet such a
proposition I have heard maintained
by an eminent and vnlued member of
Our profession in n wise and leamed
assembly.

I allude h~re to the ordinary ):lhe
Xl9\lleria of mesmerism-the trance,
which the operators in these cll8es ap
pear to. have the power of producing
apd terminating at ,viII. Vnle" we
p,ropoae tl)estlibllsh a new theory' oC
the value and effect of testimony on
'QeIlef. or of the ntility and desirable
ness of lidding to our means of subdu
Ing pain lind irritatio,n.it is our dll/pto
give ~ patient and candid inquiry Into
t,bis subject, nnd to p.rolH by it, ir
wema].

IN' the 48lh ,oar or 'tho reign or Henry tb
Third, U DppClln from the patant 'ron. oC
that year, -quoted by PhWpot, tho King
poled a ,",e pardon to FI1I.1Il:ell dll Balaham.
for ,that abe"u hanged for flliony lit Cnn.
terbury,.frol1l n11lll oC the alack all .Monellly
to the r1.hig or ,tho .lln .nut d.." and yot
'WU .till &UTilI

theil"just l'elRllon to hei','would ret~lrn,
nl'ld she' ,\vonlct resume her quiet and
dull clHltactcr I she would also' resume
hel' ttue position 11 nd respectful man
ners towl\I'ds SOme lndibs of Tunbridge
Wells, from whom sha'wlls l'cceiving

'kindness H!leliIistl'uotion I meanwhile,
in both her stilt~S, thc'normhl and abo
normal one, the associations whidh
havc tnltell plnce in eaah lira obsti
nately tctuined with<lut. the smallest
confllslon, but in Mch with a totlll ob
livion of what hns been leal'llt in the'
other stale. Thus, in her nortnnl'
slRte, she will have entirely forgotten
all those mannal or intelleotnnl all·'
quirements which lihc mny hllvo made
during lhllt of excitement, nnd every
amtnpt to instl'not hcr in these polnua
will utterly fnil.

From the seltntiness of my notes, and
nn unwillingness to trllst my memory,
I tim unRblc to suppl~' adequate pllr
tieu!IlI's of this case: for instance, I
etlnnoll hnswel' the qneation, ueder
what condition'll, whether from prell
surd on the vertex, the trnnsitiOI\ from
one statc into tila other seemed to
oeeur P I clln !lffitm,' generally, thllt
tho elIse l'edeivec1 no benefit from m~

dical l11ensu1'es, that it gtaclul111y lost
its menlallleeulinr!Lfcs, llnd the norlno;l
state became pel'lhnnent. But in the
meanwhilc circllmstl1nCCs of misconL

cluet in ihe girl's 1'elativcs were disco
vered, which lcd to nn impression
among hel' patt'ons lit Tunbridge WeII'll
thnt tIlc casd ,\Ills an· imposture I and,
fdttUl\!Ilel)~ petllftpli fbI' thC'pl1tierte, it
WlIS left to itself. '

I hnve observed thnt II' suspiolon of
simulation in the I1b'O\le oade oac!UliOlTetl
It to M dismissed with unb'elief. It I••
probable: that n mot·c si1ru~nlslng eye
ought to have been ll'Pplied throughout,
the inquiry lnto it. Hut dOGS the dis
covel'Y of eilllullLtiort in hysterical di8'o
ense, to which the nbove caso lit anlllo'
!tons, involve n. totnlrejection of cyery
ol!le}' S)'MptOm o( thllt starc P I sttYrof
ev-cl'y ot/leI' aymptCirn, fot simullltlon
itself is a symptom of hysteriA, though
Itot !lIl itlsepnrgble one.' Wl1atilr 01010
dommou than to, sdO young. porsons
orcotllO eleeeHful, to the elltontr IllItm.
pH j;rntia, of protending inoapaclOy to
tl1ke food, while tMy: llro Qovortly tak.
ing t\1'ticlcs of 1I/(ligmib/~ ,food, to·8
gr~ut ejl1llntlty- ~ 'th~ rnentlll plI!holllH1
of t,hfit stM~ is fUlly as; slngulnr I1s'fts
physical. I do 1I0t believe that Eliza.
beth Mollhtt could have simulated all
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J202t>R. MAY(fS CASE OF DOUDL'E CONSCIOUSNES!';.
tt 'q . OJ ••. rl : PI r ,. I I • I r I . ,

Case' of Doublo ConsciouslIess,
Ito: tbe spring of 1831 my attention \vas
called t.o II very singular nel'VOUS affecc
tion, of which I subjoin some memo
randa, It wrts ~onsideted by me,
and so named at the time, an unusual
form of hysteria. I Ilftel'\\'9.I'ds found
that similnl' cases have been atrllnged
by Dr, Abercrombie nnder n specific
title, that of "'double conseiousnes~."

It also possesses common pol\1tR with
thc remnrlcable states pl'oduced by the
manipllintions of the mesmel'isers.
'AjJril1831.-Elizabeth Moffat, I'esi

<lent ilt Tunbridge Wells, II healthy
gil'l, aged abol1t 18, having swallowed
bytnlstnke some UngllentLlm Lytl!ll) II
long tl'nitl of symptoms of ~ain Ilnd
il'l'ilutioll in the head, thoraCIC region,
l\nd blnelder, ensued. These gradually
S\1bsldeel, bot left all exlrC!mc suscepti
bility of pain ftl the head fl'om eithet·
'sound OJ' contact, sO that in cithci'cnse
sJ)~,. r~aelily ,becnltle insl!nsible; pal'
t!Cl1filrTy from pl'essul'e on -the vel'te~{.
On d\is pl)yslcal stnte thtj follolVing
menlal phenomena sUjlcrvOlieeT. She
nppel\l'ecl to puss alternately, anel in
sllccession, through,two clifl'ercnt states
of'men tal e;<ist~nce, 01' l'tlthel', I migh t
sny, hoI' nO)'mnl stnta was exch'unged
fOl' IIU nol1orOlal ona, which I sn!\ll
pI'e~el\t11 c1es'criba, Ollt' of which sha
~vpulel l'l!tllrlf, sometimes Ilftcl' it hnd
.lh~tce1: sOlDeweelts j into 'he normnl
()\1e,~her pllssngcsfl'on:1 eithel" state
It(~o tbeotber oceurIltlflr ~uddenly.
the phenolllehl1 of her ittinor1l1nl stnte
WCI'e those of. ext'l'ettlc elwltcll1ent, e't1~
iil'ely dissii'l1iJl\l' to her mttural habit,
which was dull and qu(er.' Vlldel'thls
state she mnde consic1cl'llble progress in
ncedle"lVorlt, and in many points of in
tellcctnal acquircment, far Deyond ihc
energy nnel nbility of. hal' normal con·
11ltion, Sl10 bccmme also liv,ely ane1
spirited in conversation., At tho srlme
tllTlcsho lost her consciousness of her
l'olittion to her fn.thel' and mothe!', and
f<ll'rncl' IIssoetilltesl clllling them, by
«'I'Ol'lg' names'. ' ShO' WIiS, howover, nt
no time incoh~rent.Otl the sllbsidencc
of her nbnor:nal state, hcr rccollection
of her father, mother, and friends, in


