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While' Pioneer Square is not the birth place of Seattle, it does mark the heart of
the city's early commercial. development and the actual physical development of the
city per se. It was from this location that the city expanded and grew into the
queen city of the Pacific Northwest.

Pioneer Square Place itself marks the location of Henry Yesler's mill which was
built in 1853 and provided Seattle's economic beginnings. Logs cut on First Hill
were skidded down to what 1s now Yesler Way (hence the term Skid Road) to the mill,
where they were sawn for local use, and for export by ship down the coast to San
Francisco. While the site was originally on the waterfront, filling gradually

moved the shoreline westward. In the late 1880's, the City was engaged in realign-
ing its streets which make a sharp bend at Yesler Way, and the former mill site was
condemned to provide a public square, as well as the requisite bend in First Avenue.
Following a court battle, A. C. Yesler sold the land to the City. In the 1890's

the public square area was made into a park by the City, and trees were planted by
ladies' organizations.. From this point, Pioneer Square became the traditiomal point
of focus for civic activities and celebrations, a role it enjoyed for many years.
The. area surrounding (now the Pioneer Square/Skid Road Historic District) became the
retall, business: and commerc1al center of the Northwest.

The site of the Pioneer Building was the location of Henry Yesler's (ome of the
City's founding fathers) home for thirty years. It.was deeded to Yesler by Carson
D. Boren, another of Seattle's founders, to induce Yesler to bring his mill to the
city. The Pioneer Building was. designed by Elmer Fisher, who was architect for
_many other Seattle buildings following the. 1889 fire. Excavating for this build-
.ing's foundation was begun prior to that fire, but the building was not completed
until 1892. Now considered the city's most significant historic building, the
Pioneer Building was. the number one prestige office address during the 1890's and
early 1900 S.

The six-story building is of brick masonry and stonme construction, (with internal
early steel and cast irom structural members) in the Romanesque Revival style.

The interior is finished with tooled: millwork, iron grilles, natural oak paneling,
and ceramic floor. tiles.. The. interior atmosphere is open and light, due to twin
light wells beneath. large skylights. Every floor between the second and sixth has
balconies opening onto the light wells. The building was equipped with Seattle's
first electric. elevators, now restored and still 1in use.

The Pioneer Building housed the Puget Sound National Bank, headed by Jacob Furth,
leading financier of the period and the only "boss" the city has ever had. It
also housed offices for no less than forty-eight (48) mining firms during the

h_;:ifi (Continued)
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Alaskan Gold Rush. Many of the city's leading lawyers, doctors, imvestment firms,
and insurance companies had offices in the building. During the prohibition period,
the building housed one of Seattle's finest speakeasies.

On May 5, 1946, Yesler Estates, Inc., sold the building to Manson Bacchus II, for
$315,000. Bacchus in turn sold it in 1951 to Robert Shapire, Louis Shapiro and
Sam Buttnick for $75,000. The property was purchased by the present owner, Theta
Company for $500,000. The upper floors had been empty since the early 1950's.

The building was.restored in 1974 over a nine-month period, (Ralph D. Anderson

and Partners,. Architects) and officially opened on November 1, 1974. Cost of the
restoration was $1,750,000. Despite the age of the building, it was found to be
structurally sound and did not require major design changes. Exterior restoration
.consisted mainly of sandblasting the brick and stone to regain the original appear-
ance. Nearly all original interior fittings were cleaned and retained. Improve-
ments in the form of air- conditioning, heating, carpeting, and a sprinkling system
were- added. With many professional offices and. restaurants housed in the building,
the Pioneer Bullding is once again becoming a number one prestige address in Seattle.

The Pioneer Square Pergola was built in 1909 as a.waiting shelter for patrons of
the Yesler and James Street cable cars. The design of the cast iron and glass
structure, with wrought irom. ornamentation, was the result of an architectural
competition. It represented further development of this important public space.
The ornamental iron columms, capped with ball-type luminaires, provided ventila-
tion for the large underground restroom. The pergola was restored in 1972 through
a gift of $150,000 from United Parcel Service, which had its beginnings in the
Pioneer Square area. The restoration included the totem pole, grass area, iron
fences and. benches of the park.

The underground restroom was comstructed circa 1910 and was, reputedly at the time
of its. construction, the most lavish of its kind west of the Mississippi. Although
sealed up at the present, the restroom and its fixtures are still extant. They
await only the necessary funds to accomplish restoration.

The totem pole in Pioneer Square has a long and checkered career. The original
pole was stolen from Tlingit Indians on Tongass Island, Alaska, by leading Seattle
citizens on a Chamber of Commerce excursion. It was donated by them to the City
and was unveiled at this location on October 10, 1899, as a memento of the Alaska
Gold Rush. However, the Indians from who it was stolen filed charges and the

{Continued)
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U.S. Marshal arrested the guilty members of the excursion party. Though the Indians
agked $20,000 damages, the case was quashed in court. The guilty parties were fined
$500, and the City retained the pole. In 1938, the original pole was burned in a
fire set by vandals. At that time the remains were shipped to Alaska and a repro-
duction was carved by Indian craftsmen. With official tribal blessings, the new
pole was dedicated at a Potlatch Celebration.

The Chief Seattle Fountain in Pioneer Square was designed as a drinking fountain
and watering rough. It has three levels and was intended for people, horses, and
dogs, each at his own level. The fountain is surmounted by a bronze bust of

Chief Sealth (Seattle), for whom the city is named. The bust was sculpted in 1909
by James Wehn. o

This information supplied by Earl Lehman, City Preservation Officer, Seattle,
Washington.
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Pioneer Square is the heart of the old city of Seattle and contains some of the

handsomest Richardsonian-Romanesque facades in the Northwest.

structure is the Pioneer building by Elmer H. Fisher, architect.

remnant “in the centerof this comp

once.a much larger shelter for transit -passengers.

The best preserved
The pergola
lex is. a beautiful cast.iron umbrella that was-

The quality of Pioneer Square is discussed in Space, Style, and Structure.

The style of the historic old business districts of Puget Sound cities is predom=-

inantly Richardsonian Romanesque with a few Gothic Revival, Italianate, and Renais- -
sance Revival buildings. Water Street in Port Townsend, the Pioneer Square (Skid
Road) Historic District in Seattle, and portions of Tacoma still contain a pleasing
abundance of buildings of this type which are being preserved and finding good use.

Richardsonian Romanesque is, of course, a round arch style with much rock-faced
masonry. Since good stone was less available locally than brick, buildings in

the style here are ususally of brick, sometimes specially molded with tile or terra
cotta architectural details. Sandstone was obtained from Chuckanut, Wilkeson, Tenino
and the San Juans. Well-detailed and maintained stone buildings have endured; how-
ever, there are buildings which have suffered considerable deterioration from the
weather. In a few cases, stucco was applied over brick and formed to give the
appearance of stone, which shows how far wrong an architect can go in trying to do
the right thing. Richardsonian buildings have a considerable sense of massiveness
and weight which appears a reasonable expression of stone. They gave an outward
appearance of order and organization, and of understanding of their purpose, whether
it be commercial, governmental, or religious.

In 1889, most of downtown Seattle burned to thg‘grﬁﬁﬁaﬁ;ofﬁé"tebuiltfalmost immediately
in brick and stome, with Richardsonian Romanesque being'the wmost popular of styles.

The most prominent architect working in a variety of styles, particularly Richardsonian,
was Elmer H. Fisher, who did many of the Pioneer Square Historic District buildings, as
well as’'others along First Avenue. Although Fisher was the architect for a great many
of Seattle's buildings of this busy period of growth, his life is lost in obscurity and
little is known.except that he was responsible for a few buildings later in Victoria,
British Columbia. His.work.and  other local buildings lacked the originaliity and

refinement of similar structures in St. Paul, Chicago, and on the East Coast, however
derivative.they may be.l . -

: 1Sp@:el Style, and Structure, Building in Northwest America, Thomas Vaughn, editor,
Oregon Historical Society, Portland, 1974, pp. 356-358. ‘ ’
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The Nationmal Register form details the history of Seattle's growth.

"In the spring of 1853, Henry L. Yesler was encouraged to begin operating his steam
sawmill at the location of the northwest corner of First Avenue and Yesler Way
(Pioneer Square). This was Seattle's first and major industry. As lumber was
selling for $60/thousand. board feet in California, the new community prospered

Yesler's donation claim included a narrow corridor encompassing what is now Yesler
Way--the street from which the term Skid Road was derived. When the skid road was
used to skid logs down to the mill, it was a 49% grade. When improved, it was eased
to a 157 grade, to accommodate wagons and the Yesler-Leschi cable car which started
from Pioneer Square. Most of the early settlers, and many of the Indians, worked in
Yesler's mill.

The area that is known as the Skid Road and Pioneer Square was the heart of the
community for more than the first half century of the town's existence. During
this period, Seattle became the major city in the northwest quarter of the nation.

June 6, 1889, Seattle suffered a major disaster when all’ Jof the docks and most of
the business district were burned down. But immediate reconstruction and wide-
spread publicity after the fire brought hordes of new people and much additional
business. Statehood on November 11, 1889 made it possible for the town to spend
money in public work, and the citizens declared their intentions to rebuild the
Skid Road area into the most beautiful city center in the world.

Because of the massive rebuilding within a short period after the fire, and partly
because of the influence of one architect, Elmer H. Fisher, there is great homoge-
neity of style and construction in the Skid Road - Piomeer Square architecture.
Although he is virtually unknown today, Fisher appears to have been responsible
for the design of at’ least sixty buildings in Seattle, many of which were located
in the Skid Road area.

Seattle and this historic area prospered during the last decade of the 19th century,
always due to lumber, but also from other factors. James Hill's initiation of the
operation of a combination of rail and shipping put Memphis cotton into Shanghai

197 days faster than any other means of transportation.  The gold rush of the Klon-
dike and Nome brought not only miners, but business, and shipping to Seattle as the
nearest large port. Seattle built ships for Alaska trade, and also became the center
of the Mosquito Fleet of small steamers in Puget Sound.

(Continued)
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Following World War I, business moved northward out of the Skid Road, and the area
gradually fell into lower uses, By the Depression of the 1930's the area became
an almost forgotten district."

Today a vital restoration is once again bringing life to the old district in Seattle.

ZNational Register form, Margaret A. Corley

: ' i ' GPO 892 455 73
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Pioneer Building, Pergola and Totem
Pole

Seattle, Washington ‘

Photo credit: Seattle Engineering
Department




Pioneer Building, Pergola and Totem
Pole

Seattle, Washington

Photo credit: John W. Snyder
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Pioneer Building, Pergola and Totem
Pole

Seattle, Washington

Photo credit: John W. Snyder




Pioneer Building, Pergola and Totem
Pole

Seattle, Washington

Photo credit: John W. Snyder
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Pioneer Building, Pergola and Totem
Pole '

Seattle, Washington

Photo credit: John W. Snyder
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Pioneer Building, Pergola and Totem
Pole

Seattle, Washington

Photo credit: Seattle Office of Urban
Conservation
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Iron Pergola and Totem Pole

In the heart of Pioneer Square, the land from
26 which Seattle's industrial base grew, stand _

the Iron Pergola and the Tlingit Indian Totem
Pole. This property originally hosted the city's first
mill, built in 1853 by Henry Yesler. A massive
street-straightening project in the 1880s led the city 3
to condemn the land, which it then turned into a
public square. The Totem Pole first appeared in
1899, after members of the Chamber of Commerce, §
vacationing in Alaska, stole it from Tlingit Indians.
The men gave the object to the city as a gift, but the
tribe justly sued for its return and $20,000 in
damages. The courts found the men guilty of theft
but fined them only $500 and allowed the city to
retain ownership. In 1938, the pieces that remained
afler vandals set the Totem Pole on fire were sent
back to Alaska, where Tlingit crafisman graciously
carved a reproduction. The new pole was soon
dedicated, with tribal blessings, at a Potlatch
celebration and has since remained unharmed on
Pioneer Square. It now stands as symbol of the
complicated relationship between American Indians
and European Americans. Nearby is the elaborate
Iron Pergola, which began in 1906 as a stop for the
Yesler and James Stréet Cable Car Company.
Designed by Seattle architect Julian Everett (whose
other work inciuded the Leamington Hotel and
Apartments), today the Victorian-style structure
serves a more recreational purpose by providing
shade for visitors to one of the city's most popular
public places. A 1972 restoration returned the Iron
Pergola to its former elegance, and it remains one
the most memorable features of this historic area.

SF e
& Ve

. The Iron Pergola and the Tlingit Indian Totem Pole =S S :
are located at Pioneer Square, at the intersection of ~ Photograph courtesy of Seatile Urba
First Avenue and Yesler Way. The structures and Conservation Division.
the park are open to the public. Pioneer Square is
owned and maintained by the Seattle Park
Department.

H

Previous Site | Next Site | Downtown Map | Seattle Map | Seattle Itinerary Home

http://www .cr.nps.gov/ni/travel/seattle/s26.htm 7/2/2002




STATE OF WASHINGTON HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER'S
THIRTEENTH ANNUAL AWARDS FOR OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT
IN HISTORIC PRESERVATION

March 7, 2003

Pioneer Square Pergola

- Ron Wright & Associates / Architects, PS

1932 First Avenue, Suite 616 Seattle, Washington 98101















As Seattle moums pergola, city plans cleanup

Larry Hend ah o

day to test for ashestos and other substances.

Remnant may be gone next week

BY KERY MURAKAMI
P-I reporter

Like on most days in the past seven
years, Penny Truitt led her Underground
‘Tour group through Pioneer Square,

And because old habits die hard, they
stopped yesterday in front of the pergola -
even though it lay fenced off in a heap of
iron and cracked glass.

Most of the massive cast-iron canopy
continued to lie where it fell Monday when

a truck clipped it, destroying the glass.
topped structure that had stood for 90
years.

Just as she has done before, Truitt
explained to the group that the pergola
was built on restrooms.

“I'm very sad about it,” she said of the
icon’s destruction. “It was one of my
favorite parts of the tour.”

Seattle's sorrow over its fallen landmark
also lingered in messages collected in a

book at the Underground Tour, as well as
on the impromptu shrine left on a wire
ianCE separating the pergola from its pub-
ic.

There appeared a wreath of holly, a
bunch of tulips, a portrait of the pergola in
its prime and black ribbons.

Bur as early as next week, the pergola
may be gone. City officials don't know how
much of it will ever come back.

City park Superintendent Ken Bounds

PERGOLA: ‘Our intent is to rebuild
it as faithfully as possible’

FROM B1

“One question is when we'll do it.
We'll probably need a crane, but we
won't want to shut down a busy
downtown street in the middle of the
day,” Bounds said.

Once it is moved, park spokes-
woman Dewey Potter said, the city
must decide whether the pergola can
be restored.

“Our intent is to rebuild it as faith-
fully as possible. Hopefully, we can
reuse the omamental pieces and the
glass,” Potter said.

He did not know how much a
restoration would cost.

The pergola gets another visitor

this moming, when the executive
director for Xpress Enterprises,
whose driver knocked over the land-
mark, is expected to survey the dam-
age

The official, Dave Parker, called
Mayor Paul Schell on Tuesday to
apologize and accept full responsibil-
ity.

Most of the messages the
Underground Tour is collecting for
Schell urged the mayor to restore the
landmark.

“Would Paris restore (the Eiffel
Tower)? You bet,” wrote Anita of
Seattle.

P-l reporter Kery Murakami can be
reached at 206-448-8029 or kerymuraka-
mi@seattie-pi.com

RENEE C. BYER / P-1

aterial technician working for the Department of Parks and Recreation's environmental services, takes samples of metal from the pergola yester-

said the city yesterday authorized a con-
tractor, Seidelhuber Iron & Bronze Works,
to begin planning how to carry the wreck-
age away - leaving the Chief Seattle statue
standing alone.

Bounds said the pieces probably will be
removed early next week. Yesterday, the
city began testing the pergola for lead-
based paint and asbestos, which will dic-
tate how the pieces will be moved.

SEE PERGOLA, B3
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City needs the
- pergola back

)
A -

¢ ’
§ Symbol deserves restoration
'g When the Pioneer Square pergola crashed to the
- ground this week, the hearts of many longtime Seattle
_‘f: residents fell with it.
5 It wasn't just a sad sight. The 91-year-old structure’s
e i collapse was an emotional blow to anyone who has

- come to love the city for its history and character. The
pergoia represents Seattle's pre-tech personality as
much as anything humans have built here.

When we want visitors to understand Seattle, we
send them to Pioneer Square and the Pike Market — a
neighborhood and an institution that have endured
with their most-attractive qualities largely intact.

The glass-and-cast-iron

| ) oy
Y_ Uiz, Y ¥ e

o pergola serves hardly any

s practical purpose but provid-

2 Tt More than ing a bit of shelter. Yet it

v v anything else sSuggests — perhaps a bit

d " X too romantically, given its

2 2 the Pefgola IS origin as the entrance to a

J E/— the symbolic public restroom — the opti-

> P heart ofa Cfty mism of an emerging city.

J L [t's a familiar and comfort-

grouwn sleek and ing landmark, a cultural ref-

erence point so recogniz-

“",'f mtherﬁ" i Of able that its toppling became
= Itselﬁ a national story.

= Forgive us the dopey

—_ ¥ sentimentality, but there
. 4 aren’t that many opportuni-
) ties these days for dopey
sentimentality about the city. Growth and opportunity
occupy our civic agendas, and the new monuments
seem not to inspire. Maybe they need 90 years to grow
on us, but time hasn’t helped any of the existing city
and county buildings.

So we were a bit concerned when Seattle Mayor
Paul Schell at first suggested that if the pergola can’t
be restored or replicated, something else might be cre-
ated to mark the city’s birthplace — another “land-
mark.” X

“There’s going to be something here that symbolizes
Pioneer Square,” the mayor was quoted as saying.

A day later we were relieved by the mayor’s promise
that the pergola would be restored. After all, what could
possibly symbolize Pioneer Square more eloquently
than its original structures?

Community support will be important in rebuilding
the pergola as the stylish canopy we've come to love.
More than anything else the pergola is the symbolic
heart of a city grown sleek and rather full of itself.
That's why it’s so important that the pergola be re-
stored to its place and appearance. Anything other
than the original design just won't be true to Seattle's
heritage.

— DONALD R. NELSON
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Rebuilding a shattered Seattle landmark

By Peyton Whitely

SEATTLE TIMES
SEATTLE — In the industrial

part of the city, an archeological--

like restoration is taking place. It's
one of the most unusual jobs ever
done in the Pacific Northwest, and
perhaps the country: repairing the
Pioneer Square pergola, piece by
broken piece.

The pergola, a famous Seattle
landmark and meeting spot, was
flattened in January when an 18-
wheel truck making a sharp turn

rammed into it. A Victorian-style,
iron-and-glass structure, about 60
feet long and 16 feet high, the per-
gola was built in 1909 as a cable-
car stop and a grand entrance to
an underground restroom that
was abandoned and sealed off dec-
ades later.

Now the pergola is being put
back together in a metalworking
building at Seidelhuber Iron &
Bronze Works, where its roof is
stretched across the floor on tem-
porary wooden supports. The ac-

tivity is reminiscent of a scene
from an Indiana Jones movie,
with workers trying to piece back
thousands of chunks that broke
off the central structure.

The work is being done with-
out the benefit of original plans.
Instead, workers are using old
drawings and other documents to
guide them. While some of the
1909 documents do exist and were
used in a 1972 restoration, they
are not numbered.

“There are no measurements at

The Nation All

all,” said the company’s président,
Heidi Seidelhuber. “It's probably
the most unusual thing we've ever
done.”

Seidelhuber said she is about a
third of the way done drafting new
designs from the old documents.
She also plans to install a complex
new steel skeleton inside the old
structure, forming an invisible
support system that will allow it to
withstand forces such as an earth-
quake, or maybe another truck.

If work progresses well, the
pergola should be back in shape by

That the pergola can be re-
stored at all is something of a won-
der.

“It was almost put together like
a carpenter would do it,” Seidel-
huber said, except that the indi-
vidual pieces were formed of cast
iron, not wood. Almost no two
pieces are ‘alike, and the columns
are different Heights.

“It goed around a corner, but it
does not go around in any regular
fashion,” Seidelhuber said, show-
ing how a metal piece would be
part of a cornice. “It almost defies
the modern mind.”

After the accident, thousands
of pieces were collected, put ihto
buckets, and painstakingly
matched to individual areds of
damage. Seidelhuber showed how
a particular piece could be welded
seamlessly back into position.

Seidelhubet &§aid she doesn’t
know how much the work ill
cost. The project is being paid for
by a trucking-company insuraiice
carrier; original ésﬂmateﬂ put it
above $1 million. 3 e

The progress is good news in
the Pioneer Square area; which
has been beset in recent months
by everything from riots during
Mardi Gras celebrations in Febru-
ary to an earthquake days later.

“We're excited and committed
to getting it back up,” the deputy
mayor, Chuck Clarke, said at a re-
cent briefing on plans to mtnre
the pergola.

“This is 2 community ymi tan
knock down, and it gets right back
up again,” said City Councﬂiﬂnn
Richard Conlin.
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Heidi Seidelhuber, contractor for rebuilding
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that took down the 1909 structure “a blessing in disguise.”
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the Pioneer Square pergola, called the accident

Photo by Sam Bennett

An extra-strength Pergola

By SAM BENNETT
Journal Staff Reporter

Twenty months after it
crashed to the ground, the Pio-
neer Sguare pergola stands
stronger than ever.

“It will hit back this time,”
said Dan Johnson, attesting to
the pergola’s ability to with-
stand another strike from a
truck or wayward motorist.

On Saturday, fencing around
the First and Yesler landmark
will be removed and the pergo-
la re-opened in a 10 a.m. ribbon-
cutting ceremony.

Funding for the $3.8 million

| project came from insurance

| companies Liberty Mutual and

~

AlG.

They insured the U.S. Xpress
Enterprises truck that clipped a
corner of the pergola in Janu-
ary 2001 and brought it dows®
The new structure exceeds Fed-
eral Emergency Management
Agency seismic guidelines and
conforms to the seismic stan-
dard in the city’s 1997 building
code.

Johnson, the reconstruction
project manager with Seattle
Parks and Recreation, said
doing a test assembly at Seidel-
huber Iron & Bronze Works
made final assembly on-site
much smoother.

“I can just imagine if we had
to sit there with a crane block-
ing traffic in Pioneer Square for
months” as pieces were erected

and removed for adjustments,
he said.

Instead, Heidi Seidelhuber
and husband, Terry Seaman,
catalogued hundreds of broken
pieces and intact parts, as Sei-
delhuber began the painstaking
process of creating 20 as-built
drawings and 70 pages of
detailed reassembly drawings.

At 16 feet tall and 60 feet long,
with 12 columns and 16 arches,
the finished product weighs in
at 100,000 pounds — 40,000 more
than its 1909 predecessor.

The additional 40,000 pounds
of continuous steel serve as a
new inner skeleton, as designed
by Skilling Ward Magnusson
Barkshire, with Ron Wright and
Associates/Architects. The orig-
inal cast iron is attached as
cladding. By using a special lid
over the historic underground
i rt station,” the' new
design transfers loads from the
pergola horizontally. This avoids

the need for support columns in:

the restrooms, which may some-
day be renovated. :

The original pergola columns

were held down with .75-inch
bolts. Seidelhuber believes one
of the columns had been struck
by a vehicle, after she discov-
ered a watermelon-size chunk
had been taken out and replaced
with concrete and debris.

The Xpress truck collapsed
the structure by pulling the cor-
ner down and twisting its center
of gravity. Before that collision,
repairs to the cast iron were dif

ficult because the cast iron pro-
vided the structural support.

Structurally speaking, the col-
lapse was “a gift in disguise,”
she said.

From Wright's perspective, the
challenge for the rebuild was
ensuring Seidelhuber’s restora-
tion techniques complied with
National Park Service Stan-
dards — because the pergola is
on the National Historic Land-
mark register.

Expecting to sign-off on the
building today, Wright said he
was glad to finally have the
project finished. “We acted as
architects, but we were more the
glue that held everybody togeth-
er.”

The players were many, includ-
ing Seidelhuber Iron & Bronze,
general contractor; Anthony

.. Construction, on-site assembly
«. supervisor; Corona Steel Erec-
“itors, erectors; Long Painting,
painting; Queen City Sheet Met-
al and Roofing, copper flashing;
Herzog Glass, glazer; Pan Geo,
geotechnical engineer; Mayes
Testing Engineers, on-site
inspection; Certified Inspection,
in-shop inspection; Ballard
Brass, castings; Nordby Wood-
wook, casting patterns; Ness
Crane; Nelson Trucking; Nas-
sau Rockmount, cast-iron weld-
ing technology and materials:
Alaskan Copper & Brass, copper
roofing; Dulux, Devoe paint sys-
tems supplier; and Bush Roed &
Hitchings, surveyor,
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Matt Brashears/Journal photos

Shop ironworkers Sam Peterson of Pacific, left, and Vasiliy Melguy of Federal Way Branze Works in Seattle on Thursday. The pergola will be transported to Pioneer
work on the major arches of the Pioneer Square peroofa at Seideihuber Iron and ~ Square on June 17 for reassembly.

Hobart couple bet their home they could rebuild landmark

By Dean A. Radford
Journal Reporter

SEATTLE — Heidi Seidelhuber and Terry
Seaman bet their home and wedding rings
that they could put Seattle’s historic pergo-
la back together again.

At times during the last 18 months, it
seemed the Hobart couple would lose that
bet.

“I felt tremendously at risk,” Seidelhuber
said. “There were times when [ felt we were
building a Frainkenstein."

But starting June 17, the pergola, the grand
entrance 1o a one-time underground bath-
room, will rise in Pioneer Square, painstak-
ingly reassembled piece by piece after a
semi-truck ripped it from its moorings in
January 2001,

The work will take weeks because of the
intricate task of reassembling the pergola’s
16 arches on-site and installing a new glass
roof and electrical system.

The family-run Seidelhuber [ron and Brass
Works of south Seattle seemed like the log-

ical choice to restore the landmark at the
corner of First Avenue South and Yesler
Way. It had taken on the task once before, in
1972.

Seidelhuber is the granddaughter of com-
pany founder Frank J. Seidelhuber. She is
now the president and Seaman, her hushand
of 33 vears, is vice president. Together, they

‘I felt tremendously
at risk. There were
times when I felt we
were building a
Frankenstein.’

SEIDELHUBER IRON AND BRASS WORKS PRESI-
DENT HEIDI SEIDELHUBER, LEFT, STANDING IN
FRONT OF A PORTION OF THE PERGOLA

are well-known community activists in the
Maple Valley area.

The company that insures the trucking
company is paying the cost of the $3.4 million
renovation, a far cry from the early estimate
of about $1 million.

See PERGOLA, A7



6IL9-8L8-658
{0 WOI IR UNROIYINOS
@pofpocuvap I payovar
2q uvd  puofpoy  upaq

‘pres aqnyeprag ,‘dn

o3 [Ins s (vjo8rad ayy) 31 pue

snq e £q 1y aq ued [, ‘ajes

Bun Juippam 12y pue auop
Apeau qof 18y s ‘moN

R

0] Snq & jues J,uUpip 3[neag jo

AJID 3y} duIT) € SEM 313N ‘JRY)

Jo asnedag -pres ays ,‘am)
-o1d 319 2y pey oym Furaq
UBWINY U0 PIpasu nog,
‘uopeAoual ay) frods pmom
$j000 Auew 00) jBY) pazl
-feal Aueduwiod ay) uaym papua
1BYL "yIom ay) 10y Suided
Awedurod anueinsur ayy Aq

A[9SO[> pa1ojuoul SEm HIoMm
§.13qNY[3apIag ‘M B 10,]
‘spunod (‘001 Moqe 1. ul
sydiam efodiad ay) ‘uoyajays
[291s 31] Jo uonippe ayj yum
‘spunod (p0‘G9 Inoqe paysem
sse[d pue uoal jey) [[y "00}
‘ydrem awos paued sey 9|
“Buo| 329 9 s1 pue YRy 193] 91
spuejs ‘1oqie sse[d-pue-uoln
ue L[ea1seq s1yonym ‘ejofrad
I[4)S-UBLIOIDIA ATRWIO Y],
‘UTHS & axI|
U0JR[3YS 3y) uo 1y [[1s ejodiad
UO0II-1SED 3l ], 'sapod furpping
199w 07 pue jooid-ayenb
ejodiad a3 ayew 03 paambax
3[1E3Z Jo 112 Ay JeY) U0)
-9[)S [2238 B SI MU §,Jep
e[odiad ay) Jo 1531 a3 axI|
o jo aq 0 peyj £av) Inq ‘syred

M3U 2WIOS 1SED 0] prY 3Yg
‘uonesijdar joexa ue aimbax
uoneAtasald dOL0JsH| 10] sa[ny
USRI Y] OJUI JUIUreio Lens
® s$50) isnf Jup[nod ayg
‘uononns
-u02a1 3y} ur sadard Jo' jusd
-12d g6 uey) 10Ul Pasn SMaId
191 pue 31yg JovIU| paufewal
1eYy) sysed pue sadnarld
uayolIq Jo sSpuesnoy) jou
J1 'spaipunij pangofeen ayg
“ejogad ay Jo jred anupu
1SOUI 3Y) U342 I[UIISSEIl
0} moy Furmoys sfuimelp
paeisp jo saded () pip ays
350U} WOL] “JOvIUl Paureural
ey e[ogiad s jo syred aiy
pue s3daid uayoIq I} woly
SaN[2 wolj spew sFurmeIp
nmg-se g sea jnsar ayJ,

‘ofe s1wak gg A[reau
aoeyd 1s11] 3y ul 11307 nd
Sem )1 M0 Jno am3y o) pey
3ys ‘urede 1a1ado) yorq ejod
-13d ay) 1nd pnoo ays a1ojaq
ing “suop qofl ay) 108 1eym
SI [IBJap 0} Uonusjie 1oy
ejodsad (Nreisisar-yonn Afny
-adoy pue) Juejsisaz-axenb e
[[2Aun 09 £pedl JNoqe 918 510)
-DBIUODANS PUB M31D 1Y pue
3YS 1] SYjuow gy jsoulfe
M0u pue ‘saf pres ayg

« S110q pue sjnu ay) st
qof &y apyoxd yang Bunpawios
jueM JUpIp [, "PieES 3Ys , ‘Ou
‘ou ‘ou, ‘Buifes sem [,

“A10[8 I8ur10j $)1 03 B[oF
-13d ay) wInjar 0] Bqnyapiag
0} [[3) 11 10q ‘qof a) Aueduwiod
31108 oym uvureag sem 1y

‘uonRIISnIy
ut Jmmb aafojduia sum-guoj
auQ ‘urede 1ayjafo) Ljdungg
£ydumngy sny) nd 03 papaau
sem Jno Suundy, Jojo| vy

« M uop
-ueqe 03 j0afod yey) ojuy dasp
A[nyme a1om ap, pres ays
« JJms 1no pamy am pue gnjs
mo pam3gy (euoion) Layy,,
“1aqnyaplag paijep
‘XB[ JEMIUI0S 3Iam Spiep
-ue)s uBsap uaym sw e e
apewt ‘gjogiad ay) NG ‘spueis
U3poOM JI0YS I[M 3}21D
-U0d pue qIomydiiq s aienbg
I99u0ld Jo aInjeu uaasun
ayl pajealid-ai sey ayg
‘100[) @j810u02 s, doys 3y
03 payoene sanm Fuons Aq
aoed uy ppay St 2amonms iy,

‘arenbg 12auold 1 L[euyy pue
doys 1ay ur ejodiad ayy aq
-UIRSSE 0 BUIODE [, JO S10199.17]
(8918 EBUOIO)) paily ayg
“1aao) 08 o) nrem ) upip sl
ejodiad ay) Jo suondas afre|
uaym ‘ofe syasm om) noqe
SUIED JUIWOW JSINIEP Al ],
“qof
) op pnod L3y saajuerens
e} puoq soueuiiofad e 10j [e
-137B[|0) Sk suolssassod 1ay)
pue swoy 1o Suisn — yirej jo
deaj e yo01 pueqsny 1oy pue
3S "MOu smowy 1Bqnyaplag
TEUM UL} MIWY B0 OU Jng

IV HOU4 A3NNILNDD

B[031]




el

Rebuilt pergola ‘a gift’
to history and civic pride

Many say driver
who collapsed it
did Seattle a favor

BY BOBRI NODELL
Seattle Times staff reporter

Pergola pride was bursting
yesterday as hundreds gathered
to celebrate the restoration of the
historic cast- and wrought-iron
structure in Pioneer Square that

was flattened 19 months ago by an -

errant truck driver.

Hundreds of companies and
workers were involved in the
complicated task of rebuilding the
pergola, a job many thought
would be impossible. Dozens of
laborers joined the celebration as

pLease see Pergola on B 6

GREG GILBERT / THE SETT!.E TIMES
Heidi Seidelhuber, whose company led the reconstruction of the Pio-
neer Square pergola, celebrates with hundreds of others yesterday.

iplace, so repairs will be easier.
R R R TR Many of the Liborers and digni-
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PERGOLA

CONTINUED FROM B 1

‘he public marveled at the shiny
jew structure with a bright copper
Joof and a Dixieland band played
“The Ballad of the Pergola.”

“This really is a happy day for
the city in more ways than one,”
said Seattle City Council President
Peter Steinbrueck. He called the
pergola a symbol of rejuvenation in
an area of the city beaten down by
a string of disasters in 2001, in-
cluding the Nisqually earthquake
and a death during Mardi Gras cel-
ebrations.

The pergola, rebuilt at a cost of
$3.9 million, is much stronger than
before. The structure has a
40,000-pound steel skeleton and
the base is welded to steel plates
embedded in the ground.

Now if a truck hits the struc-

I ture, it could damage the ornate

‘cast- and wrought-iron, but the

‘isteel structure will remain in

'taries celebrating the restoration
of the pergola yesterday said the
truck driver did Seattle a favor.

The structure, built in 1909,
yrobably would have collapsed in
the earthquake just a month later,
noted Seattle City Councilwoman
Jan Drago.

The columns holding up the
pergola were hollow and held in
place by just four screws three-
eighths of an inch in diameter, said
Heidi Seidelhuber, whose firm,
Seidelhuber Iron & Bronze Works,
reconstructed the buckets of
shards.

“The accident will have been a
gift in disguise to the city if we can
make the pergola survive longer
because of the work we have
done,” she said.

Seidelhuber said she invited of-
ficials at the truck driver's com-
pany, U.S. Xpress Enterprises of
Chattanooga, Tenn., to the celebra-
tion. They declined.

“We wanted them to come,” she
said. “We all have a fondness for
them.”

Seidelhuber said the trucking
company and its insurance com-
pany, Liberty Mutual, stepped for-
ward right away to.pay for a re-
placement. She said the company
also showed a lot of humanity to its
inexperienced truck driver, Pete
Benard, whose 18-wheeler hit the
pergola early in the momning of
Jan. 15, 2001.

Seidelhuber said she sent U.S.
Xpress copper rosettes like the
ones adorning the pergola and
asked the company to give one to
Benard.

Rebuilt pergola called
dift in disguise to city

For the city, the rebuilding of
the pergola became a tribute to
civic pride and teamwork. There
were S0 many pieces of cast iron
that they could cover Pioneer
Square Park, said Seidelhuber. Her
firm put the pieces together and
cast what they couldn't recover.

Doug Ausink of Queen City
Sheet Metal and Roofing said he
remembered driving by the wreck-
age and saying, “I pity who has to
fix that thing.”

His company, which did the res-
toration of the pergola in 1972,
ended up playing a big part in the
effort by constructing the compli-
cated copper roof.

At Seidelhuber's foundry, 14
workers were pulling 10-hour days
to get the mammoth job done. The
lead ironworker, Bob Fertado, was
set to retire the week the pergola
came down, but he postponed his
retirement and came back after
open-heart surgery to work on the
project.

A shop class at Seattle's Ingra-
ham High School donated cast-iron
rosettes they made at a foundry
run by farmer John Bitney. The ro-
settes were handed out at the cele-
bration.

Anthony Construction, Corona
Steel Erectors, Wright, Long
Painting, Nassau Rockmount, Bal-
lard Brass, Long Painting, Ron
Wright and Associates, and Herzog
Glass were also key players.

Many of the workers put their
name on a copper plaque that's
welded into the structure and
others put their names or tools
into a time capsule embedded in
the pergola.

The onlookers were impressed.

Ivanka Legat, 56, dressed in
turn-of-the-century clothes for the
occasion.

“I think they did an excellent
job,” she said. “I come from Eu-
rope and [ like preserving. Seattle
doesn't have many landmarks."”

The pergola was built to shelter
fancy underground comfort sta-
tions to accommodate the influx of
out-of-town visitors for the Alaska-
Yukon-Pacific  Exposition, the
city’s first big international fair.
The restrooms still exist but have
been sealed off. The structure is
an internationally known Seattle
landmark.

Longtime Seattle resident Mer-
edith Snyder drove in from Maltby,
Snohomish County, to show her
support.

“I love the city, and this part still
feels like Seattle to me,” she said.

Bobbi Nodell: 206-464-2342 or
bnodell@seattlelimes.com.




