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The Clark County Historical Museum and Library is a typical Carnegie library with
parapet walls build of solid brick with basement and a main floor. The architects were
Dennis Nichols and William Kauffman.

From the Vancouver Columbian of December 31, 1909 (the day of the dedication of
the building) the following excerpts were taken:-- .."the basement is of concrete and
the superstructure of red brick." "Cement steps lead up to the front entrance on either
side of which is a pillar., There is a small vestibule and entrance from there into the
main library room through a glass door. The eight pillars in the central part of the
library building surrounding the librarian's desk give a most imposing appearance to the
interior.m«MIn the basement is the boiler room, a large lecture room in whicﬂfa moveable
platform and what is called the elevator room." (The "elevator" is a 1ift which is not in
use at the present time.) "All the wood in the building is from Clarke County."

Two additions to the building were built in 194l andftt%ﬂ.

About 1915 a Camperdown elm was planted in front of the library to the south of the
entrance. At the present time the circumference of the tree at the very base is ten fcet.
The branches cover the entire front of the library.

The original building is 67 feet long, 32 feet wide with the two later additions
37 feet nine inches., The land, the lots donated by Mr. Hidden are 90 by 100 feet.
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For Vancouver, a town of mearly 10,000 in 1909, and for Clark County, there was no
public library, From the time it was built, this building has played an important role
in the lives of the people. In fact, this was the city library until a new one was
completed in 1963. The meeting room in the basement was used by many groups.

The influence on the community has continued up to the present time as it now houses
the Clark County Historical Museum and its library, the SP & S Railroad Muséum and the
Clark County Genealogical Society.

Last year the Museum was visited by 13,871 people; of these 5511 were in 178 groups,
the majority school classes who were given lectures on the history of the area, pioneer
life, etc. by the curators. The children were then taken on tours of the Museum and
the artifacts explained to them.

The Museum library contains several thousand books. It is the repository for some
rate bocks, children's old school and story books, books by local authors and poets,
a large newspaper collection, journals and ledgers from the courthouse. The most im-
portant materials are the histories of Washington and the area, a fairly large collection
of maps of the city and county, the picture file, for the use of the curators and for
the public to use for research.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The Clark County Historical Museum and Library is located at the southeast
corner of 1_6th and Main Streets, lots 3 and lj, Block 67, East Vancouver.
Recorded in the Courthouse under Volume D, page 20. .
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.Drawing by Matthew R. Thompson, AIA, of the former Vancouver Public Library
showing the architecture and related design, also the Camperdown elm,

Mr. Thompson's address if 110 West 13th Street, Vancouver, Washington 98660,
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