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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWNI.PHYSICAl APPEARANCE

The Clark County Historical Museum and Library is a typical Carnegie library with
parapet walls build! of solid brick with basement and a main floor. The architects were
Dennis Nichols and William Kauffman.

From the Vancouver Columbian of December 31, 1909 (the day of the dedication of
the building) the following excerpts were taken: -- ••"the basement is of concrete and
the superstructure of red brick." "Cement steps lead up to the front entrance on either
side of which is a pillar. There is a small vestibule and entrance from there into the
main library room through a glass door. The eight pillars in the central part of the
library building surrounding the librarian's desk give a most imposing appearance to the
interior. nt. "'!:Inthe basement is the boiler room, a large lecture room in which~a moveable
platform and what is called the elevator room." (The "elevator" is a lift which is not in
use at the present time.) "All the wood in the building is from Clarke County."

Two additions to the building were built in 1944 and!948.,
About 1915 a Camperdown elm was planted in front of the library to the south o[ the

entrance. At the present time the circumference of the tree at the very base is teQ feet.
The branches cover the entire front of the library.

The original building is 67 feet long, 32 feet wide with the two later additions
37 feet.nine inches"~rThe land, the lots donated by Mr. Hidden are 90 by 100 feet.
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For Vancouver, a town of nearly 10,000 in 1909, and for Clark County, there was no
public library. From the time it was built, this building has played an important role
in the lives of the people. In fact, this was the city library until a new one was
completed in 1963. The meeting room in the basement. 'ias used by many grouos ,

The influence on the community has continued up to the present time as it now houses
the Clark County Historical Museum and its library, the SF & S ~ailroad Musmum and the
Clark County Genealogical Society.

Last year the Museum was visited by 13,871 people; of these 5511 were in 178 groups,
the majority school classes who were given lectures on the history of the area, pioneer
life, etc. by the curators. The, children were then taken on tours of the Museum and
the artifacts explained to them.

The Museum library contains several' thousand books', It is· the repository for some
rate books, children's old school and story books, books by local authors and poets,
a large newspaper collection, journals and ledgers from the courthouse. The most im-
portant materials are the histories of Washington and the area, a fairly large collection
of maps of the city and county, the picture file, for the use of the curators and for
the public to use for. research.
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ZONE EASTING NORTHING
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The Clark County Historical Museumand Library is located at the southeast
corner of 16th and Main Streets, lots 3 and 4, Block 67, East Van~ouver.

Recorded in the Courthouse under Volume~, page 20.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
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NAME/TITLE Lesla Scott - Robert Hidden, ChairmanHistoric Preservation Committee

Committeemembers- R. Hidden, chairman, Mrs. Dorothy Wendt, Lesla Scott
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ORGANIZATION DATE

Fort VancouverHistar ical Society April 12, ] 977
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Vancouver Wash. 98660

I!STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:

NATIONAL_ STATE__ LOCAL_·_

As the designated State Histonc Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 {Public law 89-665).1
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE

TITLE DATE

, . ( ·DI.RECTOR.OFFIC~ OF ARl;liEOlOGY ANO.,lil!>TO~IC PRESERYATION ,
ATTEs,T: '., '.. . . >.j., .: .', , ' . ." DATE

,KeEPER OFTHE NATIONAL REGISTER ' " '''to,' ,
-, :J.:, ,



:3 - .
F()rm No 10-301a
[Rev 10·74) •UN\T1:D STATES DEPARTMI:N'\ 01, rur INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
•

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

RECEIVE,)
,," "APR2 a i97!

PATE ENTER~i· •• "~..' .

FOR NPS USE ONLY

H;STOR/C PRESFR'1ATlQN

RECEIVED:

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES --IENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH

DNAME
HISTORIC

IJ iOCATION
CITY, TOWN

Vancouver
_VICINITY OF COUNTY

Clark
STATE

Wash. 98660

IIPHOTO REFERENCE
PHOlOeREOtT Mrs~,Hermine Decker .. DATE OF PHOTO

NEGATIVE FILED AT 801 West 45th Street Vancouver, Washington 98660

IIIDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION. ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET

s~ """!1AI'" <;7,
.L..6o-k' - todiA e £A sTAT

PHOTO NO

t::e """/!JJ-S/
• I



't
X:,m No 10·3008 •

IAev io- 741 .~

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT 01' THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

•
DATE ENTERED

NA TIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

RECEIVED

fOR NPS USE ONLY
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Drawing by Matthew R. Thompson, AIA, of the former Vancouver Public Library
showing the architecture and related design, also the Camper down elm.

Mr. Thompson's address if 110 West 13th Street, Vancouver, Washington 98660.
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