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Israel calculates the price of peace: money and water

Economic interests in occupied territories may block future withdrawal
"" ""''••»<••>'" '>'.«•( Israeli ufti, ,.,,. , •tint oi iHunrtn/,-son (be oust.,u („

atany nitlnir.iu.il Irani reniatnmg occupied
trmturtfH

By Thomas Stauffrr
Special toTheChristian Science Monitor

Washington
Israel s economic interests in the luilan

Heights, ihe West Hank, .md the liaza .strip
haw heroine large enough io constitute in
dependent obstacles to any withdrawal
<|uilc aside Ironi its historical claims to the
arras.

The price ol ponce is losing Ihe spoils of
the1%: war And t(K)a> these loom loo vahi
ableto be given upeasily

The trade, lite cheap labor, and the tour
ist sitesof theWest Hank andila/a pluHIhe
water resources commanded tiv the strate
gically puMHoncd (iolan Heights., arc ol
critical concern tu Israel

Indeed, given Israeli currenteconomic
malaise, triple-digit inflation, .mil rapidl)
depreciating currency, the water and ecu
nonnc resources ol the occupied territories
are strong incentives to haui: on to them
They even are a powerful incentive lor fur
ther expansion into south U'bunon to secure
the waters of the latam River the last ma
jor water resource divertihle into Israel

Both money and water are immediately
at stake tor Israel

If persuadedto yield the West H.uik and
fj'a/a. Israel loses well over vt l.iillun in
trade and tourist revenues Tins hard cur
rency is sorely needed as an alternative to
growing dependence upon I miro;suites md

Inaddition, controlof the West Rankand
the (Joian jointly isnecessary toprotectnnc-
third of Israels total water eousumptien
(some iou nuilioo cubic mfar* pet yean
which is extracted from the Jordan River
basin This is siphoned oil eithervia theun
derground aquifersdischarging to ihe Medi
terranean or through the *>milc National
water farrier, which moves Jordan River
waters to the Vegev Desert

I- malty, it persuaded to yield the fiolan
Heights. Israel also loses its sicppingslnne
to the lalani Hiver The IJolan Heights also
form a geographical wedge blocking any
possible Aral) efforts to recapture the wa
tersof the Upper Jordan

Struggles for \uU-r predate Biblical his
tory Israels concern todayisnolessurgent
than earlier rivalries

Israeli awareness of thecosts olany fur
ther surrenders of territory is reflected in
both the tone and the loeus ol the autonomy
talks, and also in Menachem Begins for
ward (hiIiov

,f'1' 'als -mil parliamentarian
point bitterly to ihe a**ti prcrcdi'M in pe
ahen tin- I ,,ni administration ldffo.1 then
Inhandback the Abu Itudeis. Hnlavim and
Alma oil fields now worth StjM billion
yearly It was a double loss
standpoint stnec Kg) pi Ik
dollar from Israel s saerillct1

I'linuinv is j«> preear-
rjcrease Is
lid Hills its

fodav Ihe Israeli ecotii,
>us that aov lurlher lasses
eel s dependence uixui ihe

v'Ulner.'lbthtv to ,mv it
litu.il winds All tins
adits up In clear ami
sllllicient rationale

lor a hardened
posture

Moreover win!,
the pit:, return oi ihi
bulk ol ttle Sinai I'en
insula on,e ihe ,,

fields had heel
Stripped aw.iv w.e
relatively cosilcss
all the more so wbei
[In- IS provitled Iwi
spcinl aid loud, .,-

consolation Tin- situ

ation is ilillen-nt

today
Altbmigh not iiir

mally integrated into
Israel, the remaining
occupied territories

are nonetheless ceo-

nomically important as captive and profit
able maikets for Israeli uixkIs and as
sources „I low-wage and less llomnlHSi
Arab labor They also permit consolidation
of Israeli control over Holy I.and tourist
aiUis.

Israel's export sales to the adminis
tered territories now gross annul wm mil
lion per year, according tothe Itun icporl of
Ihe Israeli military government These are
esperiall) lurrativclieraiua.tholrpricesare
Reared to Israel's own high domestic prices
'the oecupied ternl.pries ate within Israel's
larill houiidariesi and because the sales arc
equivalent v|..m Hieing paid for largely
in hard current ii-si .

This valuable sustained trade Unbal
ancebetween Israel and tileoccupied tern
tones is the result of the idiosyncratic work
ingsel the'Open Bridges' (nibcy

The ik-.-upieii lerrilones are constrained
bv lanlls and other controls to huv almost
exclusively iioim Israel only I.' pen-rut ol
total imports come Irom other sources Hut
Ihe areas in torn export Inavilv I., Jordan
and the Hull ,i,,|,., u,„„t Sloo million p.-r

nit-is. iMli.iyun and

worth tip billion
issiroiiijhe Israeli
lH-iicfttisfdollar for

•ills

I S .

Itglllg Anient .in pti

Innls and vec.el.ihl

across the Allcnhv Bridge lo ,l.,i dan And
citrus production in in,, occupied lands
equals onet|iiarter .it Israels lotal citrus
ex[Kirts

In spite of Hi,-,.Hi, ,al Arab tumult of I,
rael the \i ah stales .undone Hie, I, ,„|e in
order to supp.nt Ihe Palestinian larmersllv
lllg UIHlel Israeli ,,,, upallun buleetl thev
even liieltl) allow .lad., uranges and ulher
produce Irum Israel |,r„|„-r lu In- invoked
Ihrnugh us ,/ ,,1 u,si itauk provenance

I'llls is a newer unn
kle it Inch liirdaniau
"ffa oils alleee is nuw

di-mandid by Ihe Is
ruelis as a . undilluii

lui eontinuinii the
Irafllc

Tourism is an
oiher major era
noinu- auui. and re-

talnlni: ,,-,S|
-lenradeni is of com
parable iniportanre
in securing the grow •
ing lounst trade

whirh tins increased
lentold since hni7
Tourism ImTuiling
tl Al airlirve reeiMnts
and related inemae,
bruughj in over y,
lilllioiiin I'JKi)

vVhde Jewish
tourism is notri|ierieil to be muchaffected
by itns of easl Jerusalem or rrhiti-ms siti-i
such asUetnletwrn onthe w'e»l Hank, pat k-
aue travel, especially troin Kuro|ie. could
suffer significantI)

Sortie observers estimate thai as much
as tM) million of tuurism income iscontin
gent uponIsrael s kH;ptnK the Wcsl Bank

Israelis cx)mm si/able los.ses in tourism
if Ihe West Hank and Christian sues are
hand.sl hack, even thtsiKh ihere dnes.-xist
lor example, an ad lice arrangement pres
ently under which tourists may travel one
way between Jerusalem and Amman as
pan of a circuit ul IMMIolv, |.„id

Tlie third souiee oi [inance for Israels
tratle advantages is the larue inlbiw ol re
mittant-es |K.,isi„ns and salaries whuhpn,
nd.s larih ihsposiihk. ineomeand hardcur
iviK-ies to Arabs in «-.-upiwl lerrilones
nnanemK their pun hasos from Israel

Jordan continues lo pay those innner
Jordanian ,,l|„ ,.,|s ,,r pensiom-is ,1,11 r,-s,
dent in |he uccupiod lerntunes as a cur
KKISt) legalism allirmali.,n..| Itscbilm, to
sovereignty These .„,. n-nullisl in .Innt-

diii.u-

' iineid isl.-omen int., Israeli I. k. i-.
I HI tin I -il l,a-l .11 list , I, „l , ,,| ||

Wesl Batik and i..,/,, a. i.,rdtec I,, l'..s
Israeli estimates areeinpinvini mm. ,rr,
ul slates Ht iiiiliaiu is |.i l.ui,ih. . pi.

ittll-- and transhi s Ir ihei ietali-.es ,,
'houillll loam.Hinl to t2C«! million annua a.

Hie Iim.iI ivpluilal.le i. -aiui, i lii ih, ,
• ll|ill'd lerrilones is Ihe hliN k ,1 in- n- ilia
• , i"«i laboll is *lm iniill all .I Ml-, iiili. I
rail linn wages ore much los*than i. us
woikeis and lhe> do uul ns-eiv,- II,.' .am
benefits which forlhei reduce>their • ie.1

VMllle IIm- potential loss l,,,|,, ,e..l,,ru,
the captured lands is mnre than vi hdllt.i
Israidi analysis-I,, iiui ^,.,. m ,,, ,,, ,, ,, ,
"ins lo uiis,.| ir»)v. ,,.,,, |,„MMl ,-lu,v ih.
..Mini iixiunul Made iM.fcpeot, |,v ,„,i,i„ .,
toavnisanilVfauv lew Israeli .-xjh.m. ,->
•ept *eaptms aisl diamontls ue ,„ui|sti
Uvewillvoutexpufl sutisldies

In (aet. I-.SandIsraeli militar. nh-erie
argue that wtitmr.iwai n-im ihe ... ,,„»,.,
territories ..could enlrtll higher defrost
cosis. overrnliiig 4»y cash uitngs due n
imlling tKit tin- iK-cii|iatimi torces

Thv prct'ur.-hordcr is both [ungei ami
less defrnahle because .11 Ihe •aHlllle l..,it
salient whi. h pus westward to within arid
leryr,n,{V'.f Tel Aviv

This nt. tiiiuu-.s >butterleatlloi» Inn.
and (a.^er luigHlltaUOa, Hence, it Is.llgWd
m. mlliUr; custs jre wiV,^ (,, wiilutr.iwai
.rul -mi niA,i tmev iinghl in-needed ,,
(hough inev wiMit.t sparethemselvesthe uu
pa.-' -,r ts-tipation diey on the morale a
-ouneet reservists.

This ivses.sment i-ontrasts slaiklv with
Israel aeurlier acquiescence ,n |mlll,!K ..„(
of tlie Sin.ii ('.ninsula once the valuable il
Ileitis bad !„,.,, |„,( nns.uy,, ,,, ,„v
Kissinger • diplomatic str.ilecems

The contrast a crucial tounderstanding
Israel s present intransigence Wi!Iv.kii r(».
oil fields, ine iein.sln.lerol the Sinai I'emn
sails lack.-d economic value and impiud .,
costly slntchtng ol Israel's imniarv io,.,s
lies New mi.solle techmrfogy niakes "|| mure
efficient to . untraet the defense perm i
and relieve the Army ol garrwa, ,|U(V in Ihe
remote bleak hunkers of tne Sinui

Israels a.eeplaiue uf ilK. Slnal with
drawal is lints ihi real precis-lcni in either
economic oi niilltarv terms Tlie ei iiiuiiiic
•takes in tlie West Hank alone help , ,.,| ,„,
Israel, s hardened position. mde(sodeol ol
any hlslon. alur ifH-ologual arguments

t>r si.im,,., „ ,,..„.,,„ h .,.,„,., ,,r ,, ,,„.
Han ard ( fntrrai ViMIc riist Sru.flr.

»bn 'I,,

_, • __^ oiwiiie r.asr sro.fjrs

E9ypt te*?" s,ana on autonomy will draw it closer to Arab camp
specalto TheI hnst.an scienceMonilnr '"n-.s.,, ,„., Ihe lalc|V. sidcnl Sad.,1 -„: I ,he ,-,. , ,„,„„ , . .easl allcr Ihe lah- |'r

Ireaiv with Isr.

r\l II ,!„"T," ' ';''"' " ll"'1'-"^ <" "•• ev'remelv , .,„„.,„s ,.,, „, „,I MHam.I, ha been, el nloreed l,v Israel .virtual alinivallon of II,..",
'. iT.,"'"' '•'" "•"•'" • Mic II.um veal ...liiclc ..an Ual..-lt.autu

111,1 <">•• oicbeslrale.n Ulip.,1,.,, al Ihe I tilted Nations Mcut llv foul,
"l,,,r '""!l h.punisli Israeli,* i|s (Jolau lleigbls move
I•uf.pt.-.iiicr.l.-,,!,,,,,, „„. ,,,..„.„ ,„,, „,!l,el..,l..n hu,

Hie .iiiloiii.iiu lalk', in uu,i,i |,.| iiifuin, „ ,| , mi(
from Israel on Ihe West Hank previously umlei I..,,,.,.,,
ailiianisliati,,,. Hot latel, ,i„. i»„ vrabvisillllirs ,oosl
. einc.l Willi Mi.l.-.ijl pea. . h.,,,. u.-.-,- , ,, i,.„u.,,i,; •.,. « .
how Hu Sau.h .icws .-an he 'i inst'o,uicii a,I., , .i.itu. V
easl settlement lermula

Against this ba» kitruurid I'r,( jetnuiui Ho.a. t .-i in,- i
visitv ;< i hh-ailoaKreie, Ititle ,•.,„ )>t. ,,,„„, ,,,,,,,.,, .„

Kvcn la-fore I .ss.s ntary ol Slate M.vainl
arrived h.-re lor ins Jan 12 u ie.il Kgypt'
made ,l plan, thai they would lestsl picssur.
stand on Halejliniaii autiaiomv

n"'1 '" Hferned Inai am hurried u




