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Israel calculates the price of peace: money and water

Economic interests in occu

Frest ot twa artscbes on the costs o Isroned
ok withedeawal from PRI oecengatedS
ferriuries

By Thomas Staufler
Spectal to The Chnsbian Science Momitar
o Washingtun
larael's eeonume interests w the Golan
Henghts, the Wisk Hank Aand the Gaza Strip
have beconne IArge enough th constitute W
dependent abstacles to any withariawal
Guite aside from s stoneal claams to the
areds.

The price ol peace 15 losiong the spanls of
the 1967 war Aad Leday these loom ton vily
able to be given up casily

The trade. the cheap Litor, and the tour-
ist sites of the West Bank and Gaza s the
water resources commanded by the strale-
RBiCally posttioned  Galan Hewghity, are ot
vritieul concern to lsrael

Indeed, given Iarael's current RS
Mdaise. tripledugit inflation, and ripndiy
depreciating vurrency, the water and eco
o resources of the becupied territories
are stromd incentives 16 hang ot them
They even are i powerful mcentive for fur-
ther expansion into south Letanon 1o seCHre
the waters of the Litam River the tast ma-
Jorwater resource divertible into lsracl

Both money and water are imime diately
ab stike for Israel

I persuaded to yield the West Bank and
Gaza. Israel loses well over $1 bilon in
trade and tounist reseowes This hard cur-
rency is sorcly needed as an alternative o
Rrowing dependence upon U nited States aid

[n addition. control of the West Bank and
the Golan jomtly 1s NECessary to protecinne-
third of Isracl’s total water counsumption
{some 00 nuilivn cuble mwlers per year)
which is extracted from the Jordun K ver
basin. This is siphuned otf either via the un-
derground aquifers discharging to the Med)-
terrancan or through the Xmile National
Water Carrter. which moves Jordan River
watersto the Negev Desert

Finally, it persuaded to yield the Golan
Hewghts, Isracl also loses its steppingstone
Lo the Litam Hiver The Golan Hiights also
form a geographical wedide blocking any
pussible Arab elforts to recapture the wa-
ters of the Upper Jordan

Struggles for Water predate Biblical his-
tory. Israel's cuncern linday 15 0o less urgent
than earlier rivalnes

Istuel awareness of the cosls ol any fur
ther surrenders of territury s retlected i
hath the tune and the locus of the autonoms
talks. and aiso 10 Menachem Begin's fur
ward policy
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notieally imprortant s captive ad profit
able magkets for Lraell gowds and s
SUrees  of lowewage and  less unmanzed
Arab labur They abso perint consalida i
of Israeh control oaver Huly Land tourist
adles, ’
Israel’s expuit siles 1o the “idimings-
tered termitories ' pow Hross alwul $&K mul-
Tt peer vesar, e ol to the 1941 repart of
the Iasrach imlitary Bovernment These are
espeeially Tuerati e e their Pres are
aeared 10 Israel's awn high domestie prices
HEe oceupied tereitories ane witlion Israel's
Lartft boundaries ) and becoasae e sales are
POHIV G Ient to exports (g preand tur Largely
1 hard currenscies .

This valuable  sustamed trade imbal
anee between [seac! and the tevugied erri
LOrIes s Whe result of thee hesyneratic work-
s ol the  Opeen Hridges LR

The wcenpied fermtories are canstramned
by tanitts and sbaer controls Lo by alimost
eaclusively tram Israel  only LY peereent ol
Vical st conte feoms olher sonrees 1t
the areas in turn eaprt heasily o Jardan
A0 T Gl shates Nhaat $100 uklon |ner

While Jewish
founisnu s not expected Lo be much affected

hy losix af vasy Jerusalem or celygious sites g

such as Wethiehem on the West Bank, k-
age travel, espeeially trom Furope, could
sulfer sigminicantly

Suiier observers estimate that as much
as $500 million of tourtsin tncome s conlin
gent upan Iseael s keeping the West Bank

ISFaCTS expect sazable lisses I tourlsm
if the West Dank ana Chrstian sies are
handed back, even thouph there does exist,
for example. an ad hoe arrangement pres:

ety under which tourises Ly travel ope

Way between Jerusabemn and Amunan s
Pt ol a careuit uf thl Haoly Land

The third soutee ol tinanee for laraet 5
trade adviantanes is the farge inflow of re
mittances pensions and salar S which pro
Vides both disposabile income and hird cur
rencies o Arabs in e oecupred teeritaries
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This assessment contrasts ~larkiy with
Iriel s enrlier aciuiescrnee i patlimg o
O the Sinat Peninsula once the valuable -1
telds bad  been dost thn wih ey
Rassuiger s diplomatic stralegems
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ol frebds, the semaimder of the S e
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