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JORDAN TI'"ES, TUESDAY JlJNE 14, 1983 

Debate on fl!ture of farm policy continues 

NCC cans···for better 
agricultural· plarining 

/ 

By Lamis K. Andoni 
Sp!'<'lal In I~ Jordan TlmH 

A :\1\1AN - National ConsultatiH Council (NCC) 
members ~ondny called on the ~inistry of Agr
iculture to ndnpt an agricultural policy baSt'd on 
scientific reSt'arch and planning. 

The proposal was voiced by(- Lark of proper planning was also 
about 20 speakers during the cou-\ cnncci\'ed by many memhcrs as a 
ncir s r~gular session in which agr- major source of problems in agr
iculrural policy in Jordan was dis-, iculturc. 

: cu~sed. The discussit'n. which 
J began last Thursday. focused on a 
. report presented to the council by 
· Minister of Agriculture Marwan 

Dudin two weeks ago. 
Members who spoke at Mon

day's session expressell their app
rcciation for a reply gi,en hy 
Prirnc .\linistcr .\1utlar Batlran last 
Tuesday in which he stated that 
"the government will seriously 
consider all proposals and rcc
ommendations submitted by the 
council members on agricultural 
policy ." 

They also supported a gov
ernment decision, announced last 
week by the prime minister, to 
rent state lands to small farmers 
"-·Jth the nrm ol J'la_nt~_gJ,iQ_tho
usanCT10rinesolwhcat. This move. 
they pointedO'UI:--;nrrontributc 
towards achieving" food security" 
in Jordan. 

Lack of planning 

\1ost of the speakers criticised 
the commercial principles on 
which most agricultural policies 
and practices. whether in the state 
or the private sector. are based. 

In particular they strc~scd the 
need for a stronger and more eff
cctive role to be played by the 
\1inistry of Agriculture. The min
istry. some members claimed. 
docs not set up a definite period to 
solve agricultural problems. 

_._ The shortcomings in agr
iculturc, they added, have been 
accumulating for years, but no 
specific practical steps h;we b~cn 
taken by the ministry to curb 
them. 

The speakers again warned aga
inst the grave consequence~ ofbui
!ding. on fertile land. Tite gov
emment. it was pointed out. is also 
taking part alon!! with tht~ private 
sector in ~uch construction work. 

Land sallnatlon 

The salinntion of fertile lund in 
the Jordan VillCfWBsalsorai~d 
lly members. T£_11..PSLt;,l;n1.1-J~e 
lai1alililie yal!ey hu...b~--An
dered uselessJ!.l!.l:._tuJbe_rW:_inlhe. 
s8lme content of water which was 
caused by negligence in adopting 
effective measures to rid the soil of 
excess salts during periods of high 
rain fall. 

... I 

The preservation and dev
elopment of land in the Israeli 
occupied territories was also emp
hasised by several ~pcakt~r!, In 
addition to the Israeli policy of the 
exprnpriation nf Arab land and 
the building of settlements. the 
Israelis impede Arab farmers 
from the proper ellploitation of 
their lands . 

Insufficient material support hy 
Arab state~ to these fanner~ on 
West Rank nl~o contribute to this 
dctcriorntion in agriculture. they 
said. 

A basi(· reason for the inc
onsistnncy of Arab support stems 
from the stmins that have emerge 

· between Arab countrie~. it was 
pointed out. 

nalnf(•d areas neglected 

As for the East Bank. memlY. rs 
added that rainfed land con
stitutes lJO ~r cent_9f:th~ .-~(;~
rli'i:y"'sagrlcuftural iand and as such 
is norfulry-cxH<Jif~_T)y'tli.c~v
emnieiiT."'"S'oll erosion. as a result 
oTfioo.ding especially of the Zarqa 
River. is another fact.or that d :·m
agcs agricultural land, it was poi 
nted out. 

The land on the banks of the 
Zarqa River. however. suffer frwn 
anothe1 dangerous problern. '_!:!_'!._<; 

l:!E~- - !~i_\l~r_Jll!1__h~;cn_ . con- -~~ 
tn_f!!tnlllcd rcnt!_~~J.!!!.lL!IIl !;_!litaJ~lc u 
fftrJ!f.ig:iiiiijg thdcni!.cJflnsL\'~hi~h 
~urrou@sjtL_
--·rile issue of financing agr

icultural pwjccts and increasing 
the sources of financial support 
were also discussed. It was even 
Sllid that 33 per cenl.af _thc.Joans 
given by •7ft'Sj)eCfcied agricultural

l credit corporation'' ~nt.c.d 
to 2.6 per cent of itSJ!O.ITillV&rs. 

Moreover, it wa~ argued that 
the Ministry of Asrlculture's v 

. ample funds were obviously not 
allocated properly. The budgetJ of 
the ministry, the Jdrdan Valley 
Authority (J VA), and the other 
agricultural corporations show'•· a 
huge amount of inonet', one"of 
the tpeaken notett."J..... 

The 19H I • 19K5 five lear plan 
has "located JO 234 mllhon for . / 
agnculture an""ifJU""32Tm'illiO'n' for V 
irrigation amt' water resources. 
lliiiillieTeifprolilem~· the 
agricultural authorities policies· / 
and practices and not the lack of 
funds," it waw argued. 

Mln~er c:rltlcfsed 

Members also criticised the 
rr:port of the Minister for not foe
usinJ enough on the means of ren

. dering financial support to the 
formers and increasing tho subsidy 

·on agricultural products. ' 
Protecting agricultural pro

ducts, especially strategic rro
ductl lite wheat and meat. was 
empha,lsed as a major factor that 
will lead to an increase in the 11gr 
icultnral output. 

A8!1cu!ture. it w'as JX>inted..out. 
.contribute_~_~m.cre seweft per ce!ll 
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\ lc ., ,~,,... , nl ilio · ·'\ ;•!innal ( 'nll ' lllfaliiO · r """ni!lt·j• i<'ul•ural policy in .lnrflan 1 f'lwto h v Ynt •·.d \1 
l i- t,.nt·d :•lltn!i,,.h dnring \l•ttHial\ •1.-h ;q , "" ;tg 1 ',\11 ;111 ) 

· ·~~:~:' ~ :--.;;t !i•ll l.ti l'r• .lcllld L(l'\1') ••tl<'d lt•l f,·n rhi< ken~ :ntd th,· l: •d. ,·r t". , il r." irri ra tion . 
I I ll' 'lliidl l ' tlfll l d'l/1 111[ 1 t,f dl'l n l a lar gl· l'li"ugh mark e t h :1' lt: , l ··· to in tt'rovc public sen ·._·c, 111 

'' ' irarL· I t • th e (,[\'pan I its Ilia to :1 \ li!!!llatinn in the pnultry ind the rural are11s. 
bill! \ l•lCO\l'r rh..: lt •ca lnceds \H' l't' tlst 1'1' --that the government increa~e 
due· to d ilkn·nt rl'asnns . ·1It,· liwstt~ck. howcH·r. s11tkrs its financial ~upport and sub,idit'\ 

In additi<Hl to thv wrt•ng llll't  to farmers and agricultural prnnt her problems. Lack of past urc 
hctd of explo itin!! thl' land and land and the high pr icc of foddrr ducts . 
w:l!n the lll'l'li lor ml'cltanisation togl'thl'J with its l'•>nrquality hin -- to secure tr ~ll'tors and agr 
and I he adnption of ad' <~nc,· d ll'C icultural machinery for farmer ' toders the development of li \l:s tock 
hniqtro w,·r,: listed as an itnp indu stry . rent at reasonable rat~.:s fnn11 agr · 
onant problem .\!any private l .i, ·estock products . espl'cially iru It ural cnrptll at ions. 
tt\1 ners of land 11re not u'inp. tlrt· --to 11dopt a practical marketing lamb. arc unahlt: to L'OJ'l' with the 
ad\ anced methods available and luc;tl demand. Imported meat. policy to secure an outlc:t fnr 1, IL'; Il 
poor farmers d1J not have the acc which i~ sold at c he~per prices . is agricultural producls. takrng intn 
ess to su ch rnl'lhods nn ..l mc:11ts . used to comrensatc fur th e \ho consideration the European m:ll
The need to secure tcdmiral ).!Ui kets as a pos~ible option . rtage "' th e local surply. 
da ncc nml skill ed staff to supervise -- to coordinate more closely
the agricultmal wa~ listed as ann  with the Arab countries to inc
thn rcas<Hl that hampe rs an inc !\!embers prnpos11ls rease financi:~l support tot he \\'est 
fL'a 'e in the output ol agriculture . Rank farmns. and to secure rnar

.\letnhers then made a number kets for the occupied Arah tcr 
Further impt·dimcnt ol proposals to improve agr - ritnries' ;tgrinrltural outpul. 

icultiiJC and incrcn se its pro- -- tn expand the experience n t 
,\nt>thcr impcdiml'nt named ducti' ity. Among the most ~ ig - the Jordan V11llcy to include ntiln 

''a' the shnrt :•gL· of la i> nut power. nilicant were th e fPIIolwin~ts: ~rcas in the country. 
,\lthou~tlr this problem was dis -- that the mini stry shtnlld assume -- tn take practicalmc; t~: urL·s ,., 
Ct l\scd in length during last Tue  a stronge r itnd rno.rc dlcrli\1.: tlll e protect the local agricultural Dill
'day's ;:cssi <Ht . new rc~isons wrre in the guidance of ;1gr iclllture. put. 
explored hy 1111:mhcrs 111 ex plain --more cnordinatinn between all The \lini~tn ol Agricu llttn: 
the insufficicnrit•s of tire lah<lllr the agricultural l't'opcrations .\farwan Dudin tl1cn gaw a hr ic f 
lorcL' . under stricter ministerial sup- speech in which he s11id disc11ssion 

crvision. is vital for overcnming the sector's 
Widening gap -- mwe coordination hetwecn problem. He then th~nkcd the 

the Ministry of Agriculture and ,NCC for opening "new dirn
f'oor public services and the Ministry of Supply. ensions" for the Ministry of Agr

widcning gap between the sta- -- the establishment of an agr - icultnrc to e:tplore. 
ntlard of living in the vill 11gcs and icultural development bank. Mr. Dndin added that he agr eed 
the cities forces people to emi - --the found11tion of a Ch11rnbcr with the speakers that agriculture 
grate from rural areas in ·search of of Agriculture . is an integral part of the dcv.
work. thus deserting the land . x_ -- the remcwal of government elopment policy in Jorda n. 

The hi,l!h cost of production also · legi!llation that bans the .usage of The council clecided to refer the 
di<courages people fmm engAging underground w.otet in the north. · ministry·~ and the:,mcmbers' rep
Ill agrrculturc. The Ministry of ~nd to use thr~ water !or 1lgr-_ort£. to the NCC s Agncultural 
S11pply was partly blamed by Sl'V- •cultuntl purposes. Committee for a detailed study. 
cral members for not · gua- /\ . --to build more dams on the Thecommitteeisexpectedtopre
rantceing a reasonable market rrver to prevent the erosion of the ~ent its final propo~als at a fnturl! 
rrice. GooJs arc hcing dumped on soil and to usc the water more eff- session . 
the market which severel y hurt the -------------
local products which can not com
pete with the lower prices of some 
imported agricultural product~. 
Moreover there is a big difference 
between the prices of exrorted 
manufactured goods and the agr
icultural products which make the 
living stand~rds of the relatively 
poor farmers even lower. . 

Threat to food ~ecurlty 

Furthermore, the relatively low 
pmduction •of agriculture poses a 
threat to "self sufficiency" and 
"food security" which Jordan 
aims to achieve. The above pro
blems also apply to livestock and 
the poultry industry in Jordan. But 
in the case of the latter. it was poi
n.ted out, competition from exp


