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“The main purpose of this paper has been to
establish the role played by iron mining in the pro-
cess of socio-demographic change in eastern Cuba.”
The period covered by the study is 1884 to 1940,
during which time the province of Oriente grew over
300 percent in terms of population size and became
the most populous Cuban province. The author also
notes that iron mining in eastern Cuba represents
one of the first examples of the entry of U.S. monop-
oly capitalism into Latin America.

49:10740 Peterson, William. Development and
assistance. 1. The social roots of hunger and overpo-
pulation. Public Interest, No. 68, Summer 1982. 37-52
pp. New York, N.Y. In Eng.

The author examines the role of population trends
in relation to the attempts by third world countries
to achieve a measure of socioeconomic development.
He suggests that the issue is not one of a conflict
between people and resources, but rather of the
pressures caused by rapid population growth adding
to already overstretched economic and administra-
tive resources.

He points out the uniqueness of the present devel-
oping country experience in comparison with tradi-
tional patterns of demographic transition and notes
the failure both of the “development is the best
contraceptive” approach and of birth control pro-
grams to achieve rapid results. Attention is also paid
to the problems caused by the lack of a growing
middle class and the prevalence of corruption in
developing countries.

49:10741 Petruccelli, Jose L.; Rato, Maria H,;
Braganca, Sergio L. The socio-economic conse-
quences of a reduction in fertility: application of the
ILO-IBGE national model (BACHUE-Brazil). Inter-
national Labour Review, Vol. 119, No. 5, Sep-Oct 1980.
623-35 pp. Geneva, Switzerland. In Eng.

An examination of the relationship between reduc-
tions in fertility and reductions in underemployment
and other socioeconomic problems is presented. “The
authors have used a simulation model to estimate the
probable effects in Brazil of a large and instanta-
neous reduction in fertility... They conclude that, for
various reasons, it would not have a significant effect
on the Brazilian economy and would not improve the
distribution of income except among the middle and
wealthy classes.”

49:10742 Robinson, Warren C. Studies in Thai
demographic-economic planning. 1980. 71 pp. Na-
tional Economic and Social Development Board, Pop-
ulation and Manpower Planning Division, Bangkok,
Thailand. In Eng.

This volume contains four essays that are con-
cerned with demographic data and population poli-
cies from the viewpoint of economic planners. The
essays were prepared by persons connected with the
Population and Manpower Planning Division of
Thailand's National Economic and Social Develop-
ment Board. Topics covered include organization and
coordination of economic and population policy in
Thailand, the use of population projections in devel-

opment planning, revised urban population esti-
mates, and the cost-effectiveness of the family plan-
ning program. [Source: Ex Libris 11(2)]

49:10743 Sermsri, Santhat. Differentials 11
wurban-rural demographic behavior and events in
Thailand. Pub. Order No. DA8215615, University
Microfilms International. 1981. 415 pp. Brown Uni-
versity, Providence, R.I. In Eng.

“The main goal of this thesis is to investigate
differentials in demographic behavior and events
among places at different stages of urban develop-
ment in Thailand in 1970. The analysis involves
comparing marriage, fertility, mortality and migra-
tion behavior and events of the Thai population
belonging to different socioeconomic strata in five
categories of residence along the urban-rural con
tinuum, i.e., cities, towns, small towns, sanitary dis-
triets and rural areas.”

“It was hypothesized that (1) more modern demo-
graphic behavior and events characterize more urban
places and (2) persons with high socioeconomic sta-
tus tend to exhibit demographic modernization. The
data employed to test the hypotheses came from the
two percent sample of the 1970 Thai census.”

“The results of the analysis indicate that the
research hypotheses were generally supported
although some exceptions were revealed. Nation
wide, the levels of modernization of demographic
behavior and events were found to vary directly with
both degree of urbanization and level of socioeco-
nomic status. In other words, persons in more urban-
ized places and those of higher socioeconomic status
were more likely to marry later, have fewer children,
exhibit higher migration rates and have lower child
mortality.” [Source: Dissertation Abstracts Interna-
tional, A: Humanities and Social Sciences 43(2)]

49:10744 United Nations. Department of In-
ternational Economic and Social Affairs. Popula-
tion Division (New York, N.Y.). The application of
an extended social accounting matrix to the analysis
of interrelationships between population, resources,
environment and development. Population Division
Working Paper, No. 80, ESA/P/WP.80, Nov 30, 1982
45 pp, New York, N.Y. In Eng.

The linkages among population, resources, envi-
ronment, and development are examined using a
modified version of the social accounting matrix.
“This study is based on the assumptions that devel-
opment is the fundamental goal of nations and that
objectives with regard to the size and structure of
populations as well as goals with respect to resources
and the environment are derived from that more
fundamental goal.”

The emphasis is placed on production and con-
sumption activities in order to show that a quantifia-
ble analytical framework can be developed to facili-
tate empirical analysis that would be useful in devel-
oping policy measures. The framework is then illus-
trated using some examples from the agricultural
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