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CA IRO - With little fanfa re or 

allowed the transit of two supertan­
kers. Canal authorities hope that 
large tankers will be able to transit 
more frequently . and thus help com­
pensate the loss of income . 

In January nn Iraqi supertanker 
with total wci~ht of lf>O .lKHI tons 
passcc.J from north tpsourh and paid 
$500,000 in transit toll. Recently a 
Turkish supertanker with total 
weight of 423.000 tons- the biggest 
tanker ~ver to pass the waterway -
crossed with no problems. 
encouraging requests from other 
supertankers to transit. fcs ti vit~· Egv pt thi~ month noted th e 

tenth anni,·e r,arv of the 1975 rc­
Ppcning of the \ uc; Ca na l. The The Suez \anal chai rman sa id 
Pcca , ion Cll Uid rwt have hecn more that the canal's inco me has fallen 
different than tlrL· llriginal hash th at this year hy 5 percent tP $900 million 
'urrou nt.ktl the fL''tivitics of the compared with transit tolls pf $450 
It(()() op.:n ing ,,f the ca na l or even million last year. 
the cclcbrat ion qaged hy Presid ent Pomp andceremony: The religious ceremony at Port Said in 1869 marking the opening ofthe Suez Canal. 
AnwarSada t !Oyca rsago. 

Ismail Pas ha . the then Ottoman o ver the waterway , thousands of 
viceroy of Egyp t. sai led to Europe Egyptian and Israeli soldiers lost 
to invite kin gs and dignitaries to a their lives in its defence . 
lavish ceremony ma rking the open­ The history of canals in Egypt 
ing o f th e waterway in 1869. goes back at least to the year 1975 
Monarchs . severa l hundred me m­ 8. C. when King Sestris Ill built a 
hers of th e royal families o f E urope. canal linking a branch of the Nile 
and HKJ of E u rope's most famous with th e Bitter Lake nea r Ismailia . 
artists and ~cicntists came fo r the Ce lebrations for that canal insti­
cc lchratory visit paid for by lshm ail tuted by priests of the a ncient 
Pa~h ;t ou t of gm·ernmmcnt coffer\ . Pha rao nic god Amon beca me a ho ly 

:\n opL·ra hou~c was huilt in dav and remained so for 700 yea rs . 
Ca no .:~rL·ci a llv for the ocGt\ion. A lmost I .500 years later th e Pe r­
for which th·: It alian composer ~ian Dariu> wa nt ed to ex te nd th e 

\ Giu\cppi \ '.:rdr "rotc hi' fammr~ Sc,tri ' ca nal hut work was ~topped 'i IAida. A new road from th e city to because engineers th e n believed 
~ ....._ th e Gi7<t pvra mids was co nstru cted . th a t th e Red Sea was higher than th e 
f and the pa\ha·, fa\'o urit c mcmhcr Mediterranean . Thi s was a co mmon

t:: llf rur<lf1L':tn rP\"a ltv . E mprC \\ helicf in ancie nt Egy pt. which if true 
~ l:ugcnre " ' h;trlL'l'. rndc with him on v.nultl 11hviouslv have led to the 

1- o- th r~ rn ;tcatlam rnad in a ho rse-driven noodi ng of the. country shou ld a 
' carriage . f, mail ho\lcd a banquet canal have hcen built."' .;s (to' fo r h.(WWl. which wa s prepared hy The idea of bu ild ing a ca nal be­ The first convoy ofships steams through the canal.

N 
J.:'IWl foreign cooks wh o were tween the two seas . altho ugh o ften "" ' hrought to Egypt for the occasion . tou ted. was not pursued again until prince ·s fondness o f macaroni . French vice consul in Alexandria,v N 

..... ~ But the massi\(e cost of Ismai l Napoleon 's occupation of Egypt at The heir to the Egyptian throne took pity on the 'exiled' future king 
'-.) Pas ha ·s extravaganza contributed the end of the 18th century. At the at the time was Mohammed Said, and would often bring the boy to his ( 

' 
~ 

to the financial problems which later French emperor's instruction the son of the great Mohammed Ali kitchen for meals of macaroni . 
~ plagued the canal and fi nally pre­ project was revived but later Pasha. The young prince , a child of Years later, Sai d as king repaid 

cipitated the sale of shares that dropped because Napoleon's engin­ 13, was a lazy and fat boy, a fact his gastronomic benefactor with an'-l 
~ eventually resulted in Egypt losin g eers, like their predecessors , were which brought much unhappiness to exclusive concession for the digging... 

control of it entirely. concerned about the consequences his father. Mohammed Ali put his of a canal to link the Red Sea with 
The 1869 opening was only the of joining the two seas. son on a strict diet and sent him to the Mediterranean . 

beginning of a long series o f dramas But a persistent French engineer Alexandria for training and exercise On the day of the canal's open­
surrounding the Suez Canal. In 1882 by the name of Ferdinand de Les­ on a naval vessel. ing, 19 November 1869, the ship 
the canal was seized by Britain . seps was convinced of the viability of Going to and from the navy L 'Aigle, carrying European roy­
Years later it was nationalized by the project and set out to convince yard, young Prince Said passed the alty, moved into the waterway fol­
President Gamal Abdul Nasser. the authorities . He was eventually house of the erstwhile engineer, de lowed by 68 ships from all over the 
Two wars with Israel were fought successful because · of a young Lesseps . De Lesseps , then the world . French warships whistled 

and fired sa lvo after salvo of canon 
to celebrate the occasion . 

When President Anwar Sadat 
officially re-opened the canal in 
1975, he re-enacted the 1869 cere­
monies with military parades and 
rode a destroyer down the canal . 

President Hosni Mubarak on 
this lOth anniversary year took note 
of the past but the official emphasis 
was more on the projects to develop 
and expand the canal rather than 
fanfare. 

{-Ahmed Lutfy J 




