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" Jordan is moving to halt the mismanagement of its natural resources. Efforts of
" the Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature have resulted in a ban on
hunting of endangered species and the establishment of the Shaumari Wildlife
* Reserve. A new national parks law has been passed and the Ministry of
. Municipal and Rural Affairs and Environment has been created to deal with
environmental concerns. Anti-pollution legislation is being prepared. Other plans
~ all for an anti-litter campaign, water recycling, abandonment of careless land
use policies, afforestation plans, and offensives ‘against black goats and the
ecological threat to Ihe Gulf of Aqgaba.
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: azmtly.*mthe first issue-of its

=t ‘mew cenvironmental -magazine

“feem-(Gazelle), the society-an-
| mounced its major triumph — a
* five-year ban on all hunting, in
keeping ‘with similar moves ‘in
Jreq, Saudi Arabia and Syria. -
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setting up of a Department of
National Parks and Environ-
ment within the Ministry of
Tourism and -seven more sites
will be designated as reserves. .

.a law has been passed lifting the.
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Although ‘the new ~ministry .is -
still in its infancy (UN advisers
are helping to structure it), two
comprehensive draft plans for .
the Amman and Irbid regions
have alreadyheenputfmward._‘ .
“The first major anti-pollution
decision from the ministry was
-delivered by Dr Shaer in April
when the order to install filters .
on ‘the furnace stacks of the
’s major cement plant .

was issued. Until then, despite
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be examining the feasibility of
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Subhi . Qassem, Dean of the
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with ‘a resulting decline in food
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are lobbying for a steep tax tobe
placed “on .unused. srable land
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