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JORDAN VATLEY WATER CRISIS
'i.

MANAGEMENE PTANS DISCUSSEI)

$x1
[Second installment of ttPregs Invegttgatlonrr by Muhamad Abu--Ghalrah and Janll

'Al-Sa"ayldah: 'IAL-DITSTUR Sounds the Alarm; Water Crlsle l.n the Jordan ValleyttJ

[Text I In a prevlous report AL-DUSTITR revlewed the real crlals betng e:rperl-
enced by agrtlulture and faruers tn the Jordan Valley, wtrlch ls the noat fer-
tlle agrlcultural erea tn Jordan, an erea whlch ta congldered to be ttthe

breadbaeketil o.f our honeland, and the backbone of our natlonal agrlcultural
and economtc productlon.

In short, the crtsle 1e tte crtats of weter.tr ftrerefore, lt 1g a aertous
crlsls becauee trrlgatlon ln the Jorden Valley ls the ltfeltne of agrlculEural
ltfe.

'JN081223 Aman AL.DUSTIIR ln Arablc 8 Mar 84 p 10
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Since the farmer ls the means and end for development and stnce he ls thefirst to be harmed by thls crisls, some farmers sunmed up ttr" sftuation to
us b)r saylng: The d,rop !n the aliocated lrater supplles ir"" an adverse ef-
fect on produce and results ln flnanctal loss, beaitng in mlnd that Bone
croPs have already drled uP. Some farmere told us that thelr loseee amountedto 70 Percent of the crops! others sald thelr farma have not been lrrlgated
lor 10 days. Some feared that lf the sltuatlon beeam lrorse it nlght leaa
farmers to leave the Jordan Valley and gtve up agrtculture. One fimer satd
that due to the crlste and becausl he wis rn iebt to a landlord, he wag
forced to hand the farm over to lte owner and take another Job ior 3 Jlnars

In vlew of
deuande by

thelr poor crope
lng to the

ylng off
lety, the Farnere Unton, and other

They also hoped to flnd a flnanclal source for the
due to thelr flnanclal comrltnents and ln view of

ftnanee end credLt
next agrlcultural

the, current crlelg.
Slnce the Agrtcultural Englneera Unlon ts a dlrect and lmportant part of the
agrlcultural procesa, Samlr Habaehlnah, nenber of the Agrlcultural Engf.4eere
Untonre counct_lr__s_l11gd_up hls_ vlew on thle crlals by elyrng;- plret Jf all

and prtcea, the farmere
reaponslble quarters to

affected eumed up thetr
allow then to poatpone

the
bodleg.
8e8AOn

I must thank AL-DUSTUR for tackli.ng thls luportant aubJect tq whtch offtcials
should have patd attentlon durtng the laet z

Velley 1g concerned. Ttre rcerclty of
reservolrs wllI be conaumed thle yeer
meanB that there wtll be no water- for
Iasrr end t eter ls the rnost lmporEant

en rrtrere agrtculture ln, the Joidan
raln thls year oeans that water ln the
wlthout bel,ng replentrahed, and thla
agrlculture tn the Jordrn Vnllcy next,

He added: Ilre quartera rerponstble for agrlculture ln the Jorden Velley
should .adopt Deeoures to be' iuprenented,;ilit-ui-.il ;;-";-;;d- il;-;;rioue
state departnentr. Among these neegures are the iollowlng:

Deflntng tle varLoua typee of erops to be culttvated and deternlnlng thc areaa
allocated for eaeh crop so that tireee erees can latlcfy the neeaa of thc iocet
market for each tYPe, becauee the sltuatlon requlree ul ftrrt and forcmgt tothlnk only of aetiafitng our local needg. '

Thle.t"llonlng ehould glve each-gr9p only the nccGsmry ercunt of wetrr l. dj.
termlned on actentlf lc baseg wcll knwn to the agrtculturel *cnglnGGrt. 

Ee,ch
crop t a water requlrerent should bc f txed accordlig lto thc Gypc-of eotl .ia* itr.
age of the plantatlon, taktng tnto conal,dcratl,on tho gurnttilcl of relnfall
next Seagon.

Thle requlres the drawtng up of a eouprehcnelva prograa for thr cultlvrtrd
araeg, thelr type, and the necepsary itrentltlce of iater. A11 quartori itroufOtake perr ln thla program and g,rarantee lta iuplenentetlon. '



/YI
farraers who recetve loans. In llght of the farnersf sr.tustlon caueed by the \f
drought Beason, and ita affect on thetr paytng thetr loana, we sre ready to )
study the Btatus of elch farmer eeparat"iy, 

"na 
Btudy 

"ny "atlefactory ""ttf"6\*:n.t. We agree to make any settl,ement wlthtn a framework of ulderatandlng.t\\\



. !e car Bay Enar EnE--corFrEErotryrlf,:I--EEr6Er-to--F"6-irF6trE-EnE-pErltcrit. 6r"ahy--^ '
loan, or to exteod the perlod of payuent ln lfahr of tn. aaialea andrlqsses
lnfllcted on rhe famer as rde1l ai irts ability ro pay the loa;.

' He added! Our brother farmers Euat reallze that the obJectlve of the corpora-
tion ls to help faruers, provlde theu ulth the Dean8 of developuent, tnprove
thelr reaourcee and incouee, and develop thelr Bltuttlon. I e knor the Eltua-
tlon of .farnera becauee of our nethode ln controlllng the loens. Alh-Sh4rabt
Bald: te do not look at the probleD ln a general .ra!. We ulll study every
requeat by farrere to po"tpool 1oena, or "!rrr"rrg. 

piyr"nt" after chlcklng'Lnto
the project8. The danages ln such a crlals n111 oot be the raDc for all iar-
Eera. Conaequently, m cannot derl $lth r11 ferEer. 81ike Flthout an objgctlve
study that w111 take lnto con8lderatlon the Bltustion of the f.rrerrt and th.

: . alze of thelr daDagea ln ord6r to achleve the Bultrblc rGttl.oeat foi eaeh case

Alh-Sharabl aald: Ihls trend of cooperstlon wlth the faruer, the rcBponoe to
h1s deuands ' and provldlng h,.D rlth the neccaaary loarrs falle wlthln ihe freue-
Uork of the corporatlonta general potlcy.

Ile added: Ag a reault of the drought season thls year, thc corporatlon l.
reedy to study any request to buy iodder, and to conrlder the poeatblliti to
gaant loans -for buylng fodder. He noted th.t the corporetlon hee lnctructed
the branch dlrectgrB to study the.rltuetlo'r of. llv.stook rornera aDd,ferDera
separately, and. ro provlde ii,- ,rirr-i"a*}"i i.yiii-i"ai;;-i; ;;"il;-;;.- the drought problsll. 

.:

Englneer, Alh-Sharabi erplalned rhat durlng th. 1982-1984 perlod, end ea part
of ltr efforts to help farnerc,. the Agrtcultural Cledlt CorpqfeBloa grtnt;d. ,

.loana to ihG traE€rB Unlon a@lmtLirg td 1.5 mllllon dlnare. Thcoc lorna j
rrere granted under a governDcnt guaiantee th€t th6 FlroGrB lralon rrould, ln

-; turn, grent loena ln klnd to lndlvldual f.aoerr. Thla proccu alupltfied thc
9" procedure of granttng lorns to f.rr€r., lncludlng nenbcra of the Firncrs unlon.rt arao eirryllfted thc procedure for trantlng seaaonal lorns snd gcncrrlly en-

aurlng all the requlr€oent. of agrr.cultur.l productlon.

. Asked ebout the lmrmt of loan8 rrhich the Agrlcultur.l Cfrdlt Corpgrallori
r gianted to faroers in the Jordrn Velley rtro uere dlrectly af.f.ccted by:th!

rater crlala, englneer Alh-Sherabl ssld thrt tn 1982 end 1983, thc corporr-
tlon tranted 3.5 nllllon dlnarg ln Dodtur-tetr loanr rnd 1.3 ullllon dlnrrr
1naeaaonalloanr.Theac1ornrU.r.u!Gdlndrlp1rrt8!tloonGtUork.'grr.n.
hou3ea,andProtect€degrlculturGlntheJord.nVlllry.

Regardlng the corporattonte credlt
the agrlculturaL Bector tn Jordan,

pollcy and the tnportance lt atEachca to
englneer Alh-Sharebl eald

1.

:,

.\

Slnce agrlculture le an lmportant productlon Bector that guarantees hrork and \
the llvellhood of a hlgh Percentage of the populatlon, lt has become eeeenttal -

!9 pay speclal and conttnuoue attintton to ttri" Bector and those worktng ln ft.:
Ttrue, the corporatlon le contrlbutlng toward puahlng the wlreel of agrtcultural\"'



,agra.cul,Eural aecEor Dy . graIlELTrE" Ic}ans unoer eas). EermEr Ee f,arutG:rrr wuf, .["!3f5r6rrn

.tJreir lands, or seek better means of explolti.ng these landsr or carrylng out
'any feaslble projects ln agrlcultural productlon, animal husbandry, and agrl-

And, in order to ensure the success of the proJecte whtch tt financee, the
corporatlon subJects these proJects to technlcaL and eeonom{c feaslbLllty
studl.es by expert agrlcultural englneera, Theee engl.neera also gu{de farmers
on the best means of utlllztng the loans for htrs onn benefl,t. Ttrey afeo Pf,o-

.vlde cotrnseltng and admlnlstratlve support for projeeto utrlchr requiro auch'
gervlees.

Alh-Shsrabl eald that proJects thet are backed by the corporatlon lnclude3

Sotrlectlve and tndtvtdual lrrlgatlon proJecte and butldlng nodern lrrlgatton
canals and networks.

Dtgglng and equtpplng artegtan wells.

Reelamatlon of agrlcultural 1ande, lncludlng dredgtng and deep plowlng opGrs-
ttons, and bulldlng support and Burroundlng walls Euch aa barbed wire fencea.

Dlggtng wells for stortng raln water and bulldlng water

Plsnt tng f rult t rees ln .the va l l ey ,,iend on hlghlanda r '

poola and reservol"re

' l'lJ
f:L:' ,t, 

I

t.. I

{x'i,

ertrvle l,ng egrteul turrl
.. :; t .. .;t ,.,r

producte auch tt ol,tvc

Egtab11chtngnureer1egfortree,fru1t,endg8rdGnp1ante.

Purchaelng and Bettr.ng up greenhoueeE and other ocana of protected farntng.

Purchaelng tracEora, harveeters, and other agrtcultural toolg, and repstrlng

Eetabltahlng poultry farna.

Establlehtng dalry farme and other'farne for graalng, fattenlngr end tnprovlng
llveetock.

Sctabllehtng bee fernr end flrhsrles.

Supportlng collecttve farma ret up by rnrll faracrl.

Egtabli.shtng agrleulturel bulldtnge that arc needod for
lnvestnenta and the abovmentloned proj ccta.

Eatabltehlng proJects for tnduatr{.allalng agrlculturel
u111s, food conservatlon plante, and ao forth.

tng lguf tural produc-ttol ret-u$lpgt h e8 fertlltzera,,
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Shirabi sald:

Ttre loan granced by the corporatlon f,or financtng any agrLcultural proJect
nust be proportlonate to the total cost of the project, the flnanclal condltlon
of the debtor, the value of the collateral glven, the profltabtltty of the
proJect, and theamount of lnstall.ments whlch can be pald from the tlme the
proJect beglne production.

On the nature of loans and the lntereet retes, Alh-Sharabi satd: The corpora-
tlon gLvee loans es follore:

1. Seasonal loans whose duratlon doee not exceed 12 months wtth I percent
tntereet thet te pald ln advaoc€r Ln case the loan ls repald on achedule,
1 percent of the tnterest wtll be returned to the debtor. The duratlon of
the loan ts esttnated ln terms of the duratlon of the agrlcultural proJect,
Its er(pected volume of productlon, and the date on whlch the productlon wtll
Btert.

2. Loane of nedtul termg that do nor exceed 10 years wlth an annual lnterest
that ranges between 6 and 7 percent, calculated fron the date tt la granted
to the date on wtrlch lt beconeg due.

3. tong-germ, loans ranglng between 1l and 20 yeare wlth a 6 to 7

tere8tretedependtngonthenatureoftheproJect.

On how the loane are dtebureed, Alh-Sharebl Bald 3 ':i,

Ttre corporatlon appllee the lau of eupervleed loane. The medlum-term toen le
dteburaed in three lnetallmentat Ttre flrEt when the loan doctryenta are coCI-
pleted; the second when the debtor couplet,ee an amount of work tn the proJect
equlvalent to the ftrst lnetallmentS and the thlrd when the debtor compleEes
a portlon of the proJect equlvalent to the flrst and second lnetallmenta. No
lnetallnent.wtll be dlsbureed unleea the lmplenented portlon of the proJect ls
lnepected.

Ae for the loane to buy agrteultural nachtnery, equtpment, and greenhouaea,
and the lnetallatlon of drtp trrlgatlon networke, these loans are dlabureed
to the companlea from whtch the debtor le buylng guch thlnge. Thte w111 be
done after a wrltten ag'recment fron htm 1o aubnttted, ln three lnstallments
accordlng to the progrem of thc rork. In cere the debtor wlahea to lmport
euch nachlnery and equtpnent fron abroad, the corporaElon wtIl open e credlt
aceount Ln one of thC benke. In thte caoe, the corporatlon pays to the debtorra
account 25 percent of the value of the, prlcea of the lmportcd nechlnery and
equlpnrent the mooent lt recelveg an attested copy of the letter of credlt ln
the nane of the,debtor ln accordance wlth the speclflcettons agreed olro
Another 50 percent of the loan w111 be patd when the bllle of ladtng arrtve
and uhen the bank ln queatlon recetvee an atteeted copy of ,theee b111e. The
reet of the loan w111 be dlsbursed after the lnported equlpment le lnstallcd
on the proJect slte and after an offlclal report on the lnetalLatlon ls re-

\

.tarr
lLl,

percbnt ln-



the loan di.rectly lf the corporation ls convtnced of the sounclness of the iur-plementatton. As for the seasonal loans, they are pald f" 
"""ordance 

,iat
the needs of the proJect and the recofirnendaElons of the dLrectors of the

On the stand taken by the cooperatlve socleties organlzatlon vis-a-vls thecrlsts of water acarclty and the need for allevtating thelr sufferlng andallortng thet tlme to gettle thelr debts, Eng'l{usa tirafah, deputy dLrector
general of the organlzatlon sald:
ttln such a eltuatlon, the organlzatlon conslders each case separately In 1tghtof tlt" farere' personal crrf,rmst"n""" "n;-hi;-;r;;;.i;;; rl'.""ordance 

"rii,-the bylaus of .th." organlratlon, and ln cooperation wLth the 
"oop"rati";-s;ct_

tArafah added: t''.{e recelved weekly-reports from the presldents of the coop€r.-tlve socletles and the organlzatlonts 
"trr"r" ot uiii";;-;;-ii" elruarton ;;--the faruere and the uembeis of the soctetlee and-;h;-;r;";";;;";;-il;.-iri"o.thelr condltlongrt - -t *',---,- 

,

tArafah aleo satd -that 1982r the Jordan Valley farmers wEre glven 1.5 milllondlnare ln loane. Loans for that year amounrei ro s.s miiiioi-ai;";;: -m,t;-"
lncrudes all typeg of long-ssr, 

"nd 
,ho"t-r"rr io";;-#-;;;;r-klil;'or'iiln".

He aseerted th?t^th-" organtzatlon alerted all 1ts cadres and a"parirn;;r-;h;;-the drought crlsta began to allevlate the suffertng of rhe farn;;" ;;-ir""-" ,gtockbreedereandtohe1pthemovercometh1gcr1srs
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