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Egypa Hopes to Lure More Fishermen to Hig[r Dam Lalre
By Peter Whrg

Hidde Eaglhrcffisqtd€nt

CAIRO - As a new frontier il
would seem to hold Precious little
allure even for the hardiest of
Dioneers. Summertime ccntigrade
i"mp"ratur"s soar well into the rl0s.

the deserl land is full of poisonous
snakes and scorpions, and there is
almost nothing in the way of infra-
structure.

This is what awaits would-be
settlers on the shores ofHlgLD3&
Lake. Uppcr EgyPl's huge artificial
FoBof *ater ft'rmed hY the Aswan
tligh Dam. Yei F.gvpt wants topress
ahcad sith developinq and PoPtt-
laring thi. tingtrlarlv inhospitahle
region hecause il contains impor-
tant fishing. agriculturrl and mining
p()tcn t i al.

Spcrrhcrtling lhc dcvcloPmcnt
rlrirc rrc sonrc .1.(XX) fishcrmcn
q'hose sntall lrrrals plt thc lake slvat'
crs .rrtrl rr ho itrc tt,rtr . tvilh thc ltrsis-
tancc ()f thc intcrnational rclicf
orgrnrzalirrn. CARIi. cstablishing
small fishe rmen's shclters complcte
sith [arming ,tnd livt'slock rris'
ing.Thc golernment hopes these
shelters will form the nucleus of
future. permanent lakcshore settle-
ment.

ASWAN-Hr,ilt a peakof 7,@O,the num&tolfislwmatwrking As1^tan'sWh Mn L*elPsffitoaroutd5'000.

Already a total of 2.1 shelters
havc heen huilt untier the CARE
projcct. u h ich is als(t c()ntrihuting, to
{hc rgricultural tlcrchrPment of thc
region hy supplying fishcmen with
tools, pumping scts and pipes. fer-
tilizcrs and pesticidcs. A medical
boat has been provided for the Iake,
with a second such boat Planned for
the next phase ofthe projecr.

Lake fishermen, whocome from
towns and villages north ofthc High
Dam, were originally hired to fish
the lake for periods of aboul five
months of the Year. But bY now,
fishing on the lake has bemme the

primary occupation for many of
them and, despite the harsh climatic
conditions, a number of the fisher-
men have expressed a willingness to
settle there permanently. Accord-
ing to a recent survey carried out by
the Aswan Regional Plan social
unit. spme 78 percent of a sample of
5 1 0 Esherfi?;-sn*8fi Ef Atildrfi IIe
permanen tly in thel;83[iilFZre'Es.

provided they could be assured of self-evident if Egypt is to make full cooperation with the fishery man-

ieasonable services. use of the lake as a valuable food agement centre in Aswan'. During
lnaeeJ, it is the current lack of source. the past year, fish restocking pro-

Uasic ser"iies tnat is partly blamed The new shelters on _the Iake jects hare been implemented neargil** :xff::*"J."-H:il,$ix"1ilx'il:llil l}ffi11l"l':E:H'l&31'."fi1
ffirabte.Alocalloam,calledta|la,islake.otherareasarebeingselected
iiifti*m' ffi;iasmalt-' used as mortar. Each shelter qlls andfishermenwillbetrainedinfish

"i 
-"i.fr. 

Conr"qrenily, the need to between E[8,0fi) anil .EEl0'000' restocking techoiques.

t.piiri, itet ctnditiims becomes accordingtoCAREofficials. Under the restocking -pro-
The typical- shelter contains-on-e- gr"-t1!..:q.o-r.ts- Yll -F.-p"J," -tt-. I ortworoomsforsleepingquarters, increase the populauon ot lilopia

^ 
I cr6rao. rmms for fishins nets and a nilotica in the lake. This Dopularstoraseroomsforfishinqnetsanda nilotica in the lake. This poPular

"oufrard. 
Thecourtyari provides a species, Dolli, has been declining in

olace'for the fisherinen-to repair fishermen's catches relative to the

iheir n"ts. In some cases, smaller 1s55 p6pular Tilapia galiha' CARE
buitdinss have been added to the offiiials note that in the mid'l97G
shelte;for storiflg those species of Tilapia nilotica acaunted for'morc
fish,suchasNiled-ogfish,dhichcan thari 80 percent of the fresh fish

be salted and thus d6 not have to be caught inthe lake, but by 1983lhe
hrirriedly put aboard one of the m proportion of nilotica caught 

-had
carrier doits which take the catch in decieased to only 42 percent of the
ice boxesto afishproessingplant at totalcatch. 

-

thenorthendof.thelake-nearthe The health compon€nt of the

dam. 1 ' 'CAREprojectisallimPortantifthe

Intheasriculturalcomponentof .fishermen are to be persuaded to
the CARE proiect, attimpts to settle permanently on the lake. Atthe CARE proiect' attampts to' settle perman€ntly oo the lake' At
develop vegita6le gardens have present,quarterlymedicaltripsgre
x... -oda ot avero che-lter site to mrde bv the CARE boat to shelterbeen riade it every ihelter site to made by
*rootement the fi;hermen'8 diet, sites.AiecondcAREbostwillena'
*liiirt t o notablv short on fresh ble medical teams to increase the*tiittr was notablv short on fresh ble medical teams to increase the

fruit and vegeta5les. Fruit trees frequencyof theircontact-withth€fnrit and vegetaSles. Fruit trees frequencyof theircontactwiththc
havebeenplaitedatmostsitesand fishbrmen and provide diagnosis

CARE otftcials note that some and treatment of common medical

frshermen have even started raising and dental problerns. Basic first aid
d^arr Tree sanlincs act as traininEisalsoolannedforthenextnort"- f."" saplings act ai trainingisalsoplannedforthenext
&iraur""i".. and prbvide shade phaseo'ftheprdect' Athirdmedical
fromthesun- boat is eoins to be provided by the

Much of the land aroundthelake fishermen's General Services Soci-
from the sun.

diesel pumps ior the purpose' but a forthenextthreeyears' of thissum'
svstem for iheir reoair and mainte- CARE and USAID are contribut-
nlncehasvettobeLstablished. ins Efl.1 million, wirh E€400'000

Aquac-ulture, the natural re- an? E[2m,000 coming from the
stockiirg of the lake's fish popula- High Dam [,ake Development
tion, ;in be a major thrust of Aulhorityandthefishermen'sGen-
CARE's activity on the lake in com- eral Services Society respectively.
ingyears. Thisisbeingcarried outin 

-
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VEMENIA
If you have been to the Acropolis,
If you have walked on China's Great Wall,
If you have visited the tomb of King Tutankhamun
If youhavewatched the sunrisefron aMayaTemple... 

"

Shouldn'tYou Discover The Home of

:i":#fr;'gl;*";ffi""*&Mffi
renowned. The mosques, other ruins and the
3,000 years old Mareb Dam have survived
the centuries- as have Sana'a's aneient wall
and magnificent oriental bazaar.

o Pay a visit to a culture as old as history itself
and discover Yemen for yourself .


