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AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan
' Valley Farmers' ' Association
' (JVFA) has been in existence for
10 years this month, but its cha-
irman of the board says that its
[ objectives are far from being a¢h-
tieved. IVFA Chairman of the
I'Board of Directors Adel Sha-l
! mailch said “the association still
faces difficulties in helping the
' larmers handle matters connected
with the production and mar-,
keting of their produce.”

In @ recent interview with the
Jordanizn News Agency, Petra,
Mr Shameileh said that the JVEA
tacks funds needed to extend a
lielping hand to the farmers. At
present the JVEA s in possession |
of J1D 14,000 that came from far-
mers  subscriptions and don-
ations, but this falls far short of
required sums that would enable
the asscciation solve the farmers' -
problems, he said. 3

According to Mr. Shamaileh,
the Jordan Vallev, which provides’
Jordanians with 70 per cent of
their needs of vegetables and fruit,
should be made to produce more

by applying the “rotation of crops
method™ and by introducing “agr-
icultural patterns" . These two fac-
ors, if applied, could easily bring
bout a balance between supply
pnd demand of agricultural pro-

ucts and ensure a growth in out-
put, he said.

Fertilisers, loans

A

The JVFA at present sells fer-/
iliscrs and seeds to farmers at pri-
¢s far less than those in the local
narkets and offers them long term
oans with much less interest than
ould be obtained elsewhere with
he purpose of helping farmers
ontinue their work and to enc-
wurage them to produce more, Mr.
shamaileh said. Also, 1h: JVFA

lays a part as mediator between |
he Jordan Valley Authority
JVA) and the farmers to settle
ny disputes which may arise, he
dded.
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‘Mr. Shamaileh voiced app-
reciation to the government for '
establishing an agricultural com-, '
pany with a JD 10 million capital| *
which, he said, will devote its work
to purchasing and marketing Jor-| -
dan Valley agricultural produce.
But, he said, this company does
not mean that the current agr-
icultural policies should be mai-
ntained.

The Arab Organisation for Agr-
icultural Development (AOAD)
has suggested certain types of
“agricultural patterns’ that could
be adoptcd in the Jordan Valley to
reguldic and increase production,
and until such patterns are anplied
the produce will remain flu-
ctuating and the profits uncertain,
Mr. Shamaileh said.

He said that Minister of Agr-
iculture Mohammad Al Bashir has
displayed deep interest in app-
lying agricultural patterns “and
we hope that practical steps can be
taken soon in this direction.” In
Mr. Shamaileh's view, the basic
agricultural patterns should be
preceded by a study on the qua-
ntities of agricultural products
required for the local market, ano-
ther study on the quantitics of
crops that can be exported, and a
third study on the quantities that
can be processed or stored on a
regular basis.

- Factory breakdown

Asked on the reasons for the
disruption in the work of the tom- |
ato paste factory in the Jordan
Valley region, Mr, Shamaileh said
that due to poor rajnfall in the last -
winter season, the tomatoes wére *
much in demand in the local mar-
ket. The farmers, instead of selling
their produce to thé government;
as was agreed  sold it directly in-’
the market and obtairied very high
returns and profits that offsct pre-/
vious years' losses. Latef, the fac-
tory started receiving farmers'
tomato crops snd later broke
down, but the farmers were ins-
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"ulder its various responsibilities,
, Mr. Shamaileh said. ;
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tructed to send their crops to the
paste factory in Amman, which
they did, Mr. Shamaileh said,
Referring to government help
for the JVFA, Mr. Shamaileh said
that the government offered the
associalion loans and financial
grants that enabled it to carry out
part of its task. “But I call on thes
government to make a fregs
ssessment of the JVFA's pros -
grammes and to study its needs:
because such a study would reveal
the real Size of assistance that the
assSeiation needs in order to sho-

The JVFA now groups 4,760
miembers and the funds théy raiss'
are quite inadequate fot rhaéting
the requirements of the nss-
ociation, Mr. Shamsileh pointed
out, He said that in his poficy yea:
teméht to parliament, Prito Min<:
Ister Ahmad Obeidat promised to
give due care and suppori for thé
agricultural sector and to' the
JVFA; Mr. Shamailch sald. “We
hope that help will come ahd it will
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A fatmer in the Jordan Valley inspects his ciirus grove

icultural Marketing Comp. -,
Mr. Shamaileh said this comparv
will be entrusted with pur&:hn:‘.i--r?
farmers’ produce at prevailing p: |
ces. This company cannot i
more than the market prices to 1+
farmers since, like other c: . u
panies, it wants to make a pr. i+ |
Mr. Shamaileh pointed out. ** 11+
onice an’ agricultural patterfy < -
teitl is applied, outputs can b= »- -
essed in advance ahd reasonz'!
prices for them fixed,” he add -
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