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,u,h.r jf ia,i i,illng 
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Ti.rc ictea .l rcclaimir ride him over uniil rhere are ret-
hsing rhc rockr uprand'5rlll',itj; urns from rhc rarm

t'cpcntl on rainl;rl! f()r pr()duclr(rn Greater fifks
ls not a nc\{ (}n(' 
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. Alrcady rcsutts arc c\ r..icnr rn , rluction. manl farmcr, ,ra ion-tlrc Batqa. Sali. Ajloun. Jerlrst, I rrnced of lhc schcmc _ ;;;_
and lrtrid arcas \r hcrt, tlrc pr()t(..1 roximatclr' 75(i ncu 1,ir".. *ar.i'"'a_
oFlcrate\ anrl n,.irllr tcrra;r,,J iril- iaimed last tear atone.
lsidcs u'ith r()q s ()! i:u,r rrrc:. l,r,r_ Als<1. as llrc minisrrl. enc_
trast n'ith lhc hlrren. sion\'g:.r)[rnlj ()urag(rs olirl gps,11 ing *.hiCh iS atirat has n()r i)r.n ulrirsr,,l.' tr.i{lrtr()r}ill arriicstai:iishc..i tree in
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Ploughing $ith horses, a phenomenon still common on fragr,:rrrr
lond in the upland rainfed agrit.ultural areas of .!ordan.

omc through orhcr jobs.
Clearing rhe land of rocks and

breaking rhem up ro make srone
lL'rraces is acrivell, cncouraged b1,
the ministn- as nor only dois this
impror'.' the land bur tfie terraces
force the farmer to employ con-
tour ploughing u,hrch reduces soil
crosion and increascs thc water
rctention capacitl. of the soil.

Ploughing uith tractors is inc_
rcasing but manv iarmcrs still use
a htlrsc-tlrawn plough for ina-
cccssiblc arcas and as land is fra-
grncntcd lhrs plrrughing rncrhod is
()ftcn morc practical.

Fruit trees

f hc srrrall farm urcas rrr the upi-
and rr:grons artt m()rc suilcd'to
fruir rrei:s as fragmcntcd land does
n()l allccl production of lruits as
ntuch as cclcals rlr r.cgctahlcs.

An incrcasrnf, trenri tn reccnt
ycars has becn lhr: growing of
stont'-fruit trrr's such as p;ac.hes.
pltrms and chcrries in rhr: uplanti
arc;rs * ith i.in airnual rainfall or
()\er 

"(l{t mn: I'irir hasl.rccn rluc rt,
llr! ltr,'r.. rillrr.l r tturns lirr iar:ncrs
ol such trr('5 - harvests and tco-
nomital rellrrns can be obtaincd
from st<rnr. truits arter fivc ycars
wh-ereas ir mav takc up to l0 ycars
Dclorc a larmer rcccires berrcfits
frnm olivc trccs.

Compared ro 30 ycars ago, thc
arca ol slonc-fruir trees under
cultivarion in the Ajloun and Salr
are as has incrcascJ ten-fold whilc
in lhc sunrr rcgiol rlll.rncrci:r,c ir;

olive production has r,:,,.
rrascd hv threc trmcs irr . ....
timc pcriod. .

Olivss, trep€s
However. in arcas rr:,...

annual rainlail is less r,.. ..

mm. the ministrl cncouraii.::. I

and grape produ3li6n r!,hri.:r i..
suitcd to such tlry contii::,,rr:
spitc of competition lrr;n: i

orled olivcs. ia;incrs hAr.. ,r :r.

oJxrly on thc olrvc ntarkci.,.,
more aci.lic tl:sl(',t, |oc,.r,.., r

tlucctl olil'cs is prcle rrc,: .r..

Jordanians anri hoth th('oi:, ,:'.
tlrc olive oil rs still a irit:i, ,',
p()rt.nt "rf the cpuntry's riir't.

( )live ::n{ grapc scctliir,,l,.
alailablc ar l5-3() pcr ccr:. i

normal retarl price frrrrrr t;,. .

istrv of Agriculturc siit,,.,ric
Butl'a attt: .lcraslr rvlrt.r.. r,,.
i(j I iL's arc gralte d ont() dt\L ,,.r l
ist.rrt forcign rarictics.'ir' tlatc appr()ximatclv.i. j

t'tnt ol thc targct arca ()l .;i .r.1,

rlunurris hls bet n tggggs5i 1;iir r
Iitirnr.rl rhi(.uAh thr' i:'
Ittnr':tlall,rr) <rl th. llrtr ;il.
t l,rJr'11,'n1 l't,,,r. 't. rtlrt:lt,' .'
onl) in rncr(.ts(.(i pr()dllii:. . :

1lm socral anrl rlc(rnon,,. r.r

rovcmcnts f,'r thc rur.,: i\
ularion.

The k'an' fr,rrn tlrc AC1' ,,r:;:

farmcr:, to buil.l hrrus.rs ilr .. .. j

improve thcrr land *5,g1, :;r.

rcducc the rliral mrgrat,.,, :r

supp()rt lr.rm rhc WFP h:t, :,,.!
h(:t$'ecn i 7.(l()ir farnilrr.,,, "
ithltslrrnf lalrrrr
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r\\lllAN -- l'hcrc rs a lot ol acr-
icultural ut'tir rlr going on ip t[e
hilly, rain-tetl :rreus of Jorrlan.
Although n()t its vlsuJllv .trarnatic
as lhc acrcs of grccrrhouses to hc
fountl in thc Jordan Vallci-, t6c
Minisrrv of Agriculturc's Ilig-
hland l)e vclt)pmcnt Projecr rs irf
considcrahlc significancc to the
hundrcds of small farmers who
own rcrckv. sloping land withour
access to irrigatitx facilitics.

fr-conomically thcse uplantl
arcas are irnJxrrtant for Jrtrdan as
it is hcrc thirt thc c(runtry's ()livcs.
pcaches. l)clrs. gra[&-s antl plunrs
are 8r()wn.

Thc idca ,rI rcclaiminq antl uti-
lising the rocki' uplarrtl arcas rhat
tlepentl on rarnlall f()r producti()n
rs n()t A nc\r, i)rlc - thr: !linistrv tlt
.{grrculrt.rc first srartcrl thet ptr,r-
jcct rn l()(r.5 untl rcl'italrsetl thc
s<.:hcmc rn l'itil) tolkli{,ing a siurnp
rn thc I()7()'s

r\lrca,1y restrlts .rrc cr rtl,:nt in
the Bllqa. Salr. Ajkrun. Jerash
anJ lrortl arcls w ht.rc !hc pro;uct
()perates rnrl ncatlv tcrracctl hil-
lsirlcs with rr)$,\ rll lruit trccs con-
trast with I he harrcn. st()nv qr()und
that has rrrrl be cn urilis..i."

l-ina;rcisl. fixd aiii

\t.rrr.rqcr ,rt rht i lrr:lrl:rrr,l I )..,.
ckrpmcnr ['rojcct. itr. ..\hrrriitl
Rima.'i. toltl rlrc Jordtn i'irncs

Annt ('ounstll
to llrr. Jorden fi,nes

tltlit tlrt'l.rrrrrcrs *ir.r rri:lt t.) [)xt-
t:etP.rt.'in (hc st'hi.rnc rcccirc tcc.
Ititrc.rl ilnrl lirrantrll lssirtirrrr.c
tronr thc \lirristry irl z\grrcuiturc.
as rvcll as "tootl tor *'ork" frorn
thc W.rrlrl I*otr,l I,rogramnrc
(\!'l:P) to hclp ihcrn uith thc csr-
ablishmcnt ol thc tarrn.

Thc WI'P pr()!idcs basic footl
cornrnorlitics sucf as llour. sugar,
skimrncd milk and canncd mctl t()
givc a nutritious dier rvhilst the
farm is bcing esrablished and the
ministry supports rhe farmer in the
costs ()f rcclamation and fencing.
Thc farmcr also has access to soft
loans from thc Agriculture CrcCit
('orporation (AC(') !() Cover c()sts
of spravirrg antl rnaintenance to
titlc hirn ()vcr untll thcre arc rct-
urns from the farm.

Greatcr rLok

. Alrhouglr thc risks of farming rrr
the uplarrr! arcas are gre:I(cr than
in rhc.lor,len Vallcl,bccausc oi
lhc rclranc.'on r:rirrf:rll lor or,r-
tluclion, rntlr, farrnrrs :rrc i,,rt-
vinced t:f ihe schcnre - alp-
nrxirnateiv 7-5{) new sitcs were rcc-
lairneri last vear aione.

Also, as thc minisrrv enc-
()urllgcs t,iirc grnr',ingl whjch is;r
trariitional lrrtl rstlhlishcd trc( in
Lrrv rairrlail .tr(Js $i(h g()()J rrt.
tulls. lhc lArrncrs linrl thc *-hcirrc
rrece ptahlc 111ftqrugh it rnay tlkr
Y('llr\ l() oltttrin rclttrn.;.

Ilanv srnall iarnrcrs in -lor,iarr
:..if l)luntcnl rhc ir agrrculrur:rl irrc-

l{lghlanrl f)t vr lr; prnrnt Proiecl

olivg p1l)1l11ction h:rs onl', r::
rcasc,J hv thrcc rimcs in thl: ,:li.
lirnc pcrir,.1.

Olives, grrpes

I lr>wcvcr. in arels whcri: .:
;rrtrrrral ratrllJll is lcss th:r' it
rnril. thc tnirti\trv cnc()ur:lg( . .,i,-
an lgr:rpc [rr()(lucti()n rvhiJh .. :',,
surlcrl t() srrch.lrt ct)nditir,r,
spitc,rl cr'rnp(.ttlti)n l'fotlt,riI
ortCtl 0livcr. larrncrs havc :r .:i,,
rlp()lv {)n l lrc olirc rrtarkcl :r., rr

rn()rc ilcirltL l:tsis 1yI iocalli t.',
iltitcrl rrlirr.r rr |rcfg11L.1l r i

It'rrlilnr.trr' .rn.l h.rtlt t l:c trlir,,..
Ilr,',rlirc,':l rr rtrll r h.r:,rt.

lt,)tlcnl (!t i ita Ll)ilntfV'S titr.'
r )iir e .rn..; {r rIre .e i:tllin,- . .:

.rvail:rolc ,tt r-q-.ilt pcr ccnt ,:i '

n()rmal rclrri prrcc frrlrn thc .,1t:

rstry oi A{rrcuiture stalir)r i

[]aq'a and Jcrasir whcrc Lre ;:1,. ,

ieties are graitetl ()nt{) di:x:i}t c ", ,

t(tanI f()re jlln vatictics.
Irr date apprr)xrmalcll -i- ",ccnt of rhe iargct or€i r;f .lrit ,.,'

i.lunums has'oeen successfuiir ".
iaimed rhr,rrrqh rhc
lc;nenrar:on ,rt lh; Highlani!
r'!r)pTcnt Pro,+ci. r:sull:r:_:
r'niv in rnt'- -,asr.l pro(luctt{ .

.ilS.: SrrC ;t, .t1 ' c.C,rn0miC :

roremr:'1ts ii;:' ii:e rural
ri;r I r(\n

-f 
he lo,rn, ::{) it inc ,\('C ., .; . .

i;rrncrs r,r '' . i ' :..lril i J,. .1

iinl-.rilt,; l::,::; i.rn,.l '.lhich ..
r.'rluui llu lr: rl ':rr',-lral:r:.
iupport irryr (:'d \Vi'P ha.
bc!w.:Cn' -rlll)l''rilics 

:

iihliihi,rl l.r':.

',lts(uf

t'itt tl ()

();rre thr(ruglr r'thcr jotrs.
('lcaring thc lan.i ()[ r()cks an(l

brclkirrg thcrn rrp i1) tnitkc stonc
lcrraccs rs at tir t!r -.ncour:rg,'tJ lrv
the rninistrv ;rs ni r ,,nly.|ris thi.s
rrnF{)vc thc l:rn,.l hrrt thc tairaccs
lirft'c the i.trrrrcr tr) etlllr!)\.Ci)n-
ti-,ur nkrughirrg * irich rctluccs soil
,r{)ri()n .tn\i lncrfa\cs lhc ..ttef
rctcirt!()n cep;citr',,1 thc soil.

Pl()ugitin[ \rrtjr trire!{)r:, is ir:j-
rcasrng but rnanv latrncrs still usc
a h()rlie -..ir.r'r n pl, trgir tor ina-
cccssihlc ur(.at rn(l ts llrnrl is ira-
.:lr)cntcLi lirjs ll,,r'_:hr :,t r.tj,jlir(xl i\
I'i(Cn l|tr)r. pr*itrCtl.

['ruit tr; r s

'l'hc si;tall iarnr .li.,r: in thc uoi-
litd rC{iort: aru in,)ru SUitL.J t()
fruit trccs as fraqi;tlnlcri lantl r.ltrcs
not alfcc! pr()(iilcilq)n ()l lruits as
nruch as crrcals or rcgct:rblei.

An incl c:rsing tr(,nri rn rccer.!l
,v-eafs h.rs Ltc*n :::.: qr()w ing of
stone-iruit trces !lrcil .is peachcs.
plurns and cherrics in rhe uplantl
are as ,., l h ;rn annu.rl reiniall of
over 5{)t) mnr. ^[-irrs has irecn due tr:
the mors rADiJ retrrns for rarnne rs
of such tril.5 - ha:",e i;ls:nd eco-
nnr;;a! r(:iir:ir\ can bc..btrtn,. ll
ir,rm st{'nc iiurri.Iilr ltr,: y.:ifi
*i'te l'.':li r' ,r':.i! :.rir: Lr.t tr- it.) v,:atr
llcl', l,: r 'it ,,a, ,. - -'ir.... ',cnefit.
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Ploughing *ith lxrrsrs. a phemrmenon still crrmmon on fragrntnrt.Li
land in ttre uplarrd rainfed agriculturat arcas of Jordan.

r; h,.k ir.lt:i1. rfurlhrx.d ,rnrlrr tirt
l:t;"e,:1 !r^r.3,trr ti:.' .ritilspg


