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tlactones and 1o suye

By Anne Counsell
special to the Jordar Time:

AMMAN — Ther: 1~a lo of agr-y
IC Buras acivity going on in :m-}
hiliv. rain-fed areas of Jardar
Aliitough not as visually dramanic
s the acres of greenhouses 10 e
iound n the Jordan \alicy the
Ministry o1 Agriculture’s Hg-
hlanc Development Project 1c of
considerable significance o the
hundreds of small farmers who
own rocky. sloping land u":lht\u!y
access o rrrigation facilitics

Economically  these !
areds are Impettani 1or Jorasi as
it is here that the country's ofives, |
peaches. pears. grapes and plums
are grown.

The idea of reclaiming and uu-
lising the rocky upland areas thag
depend on raintall for production
is Not 2 new one — the Ministry of
Agricaliu: - first started tha pro-
fect in 1963 and revitalised the

scheme in 1980 following a stump

in the 1970s,

Alrcady results are evident in
the Balga. Salt. Ajloun. Jerash
and Irbid arcas where the project
operates and neatly terraced hil-
Isides with rows of frut trees con-
trast with the barren. sinny grouni
that has not been uiised

Financial. food aid

Manasger o1 the Highland [
L'IUPTTH‘II‘. Proaegt Mo Ahmiad

Rimawt 1old the lordan o

ticipate in the «Cheme rece ve tee-
hnical and financial assistance
trom the Minisiry of ‘~.griru]mru.‘:.'
as weli as “food tor werk™ from
the World Food Programme!
{WFEP) to help them with the est-
ahlishment of the tarm.

The WEDP provides basic food
commadities such as flour. sugar,
skimmed milk and canned meat to
give a nutritious diet whilst the
tarm Is being established and the
THAISITY Supports ire farmer in the
costs of reclamation and fencing.
The farmer also has access te soft |:
loans trom the Agniculture Credit
Corporation (ACC) 1o cover costs
of spraying and maintenance to
tide him over until there are ret-
urns from the farm

Greater risks

Although the risks of farming in
the upland arcas are greater than |
in the Jordan Valiey because of
the reliance on ramnfall for pro-
duction. many farmers are con-
vinced of the scheme — app-
roximately 750 new sites were rec-
laimed last year alone.

Also. as the ministry  enc-
ourages olive growing which is a
trashiiona! and established tree in
low ramtall ar. 4 with good ret-
urns, the Larmers find the scheme
acceptable ahthough it may take
years to obtam returns.

Many small farmers in Jordan
supplem nt their agnicultural ine-

” =

A whole hillside developed under the Highland Development Project
showing terruces and fruil trees with forest trees on the hiiltops

ihat thc 1armere who wish 1o par- !

Upland farming enjoys period of revitalisai -

Ploughing with horses, a phenomenon still common on frag:ient
land in the upland rainfed agricultural areas of fordan.

ome through other jobs.

Clearing the land of rocks and
breaking them up to make stone
terraces is actively encouraged by
the ministry as not only does this
improve the land but the terraces
force the farmer te employ con-
tour ploughing which reduces soil
erosion and increases the water
retention capacity of the soil.

Ploughing witk tractors is inc-
reasing but many farmers still use
# horse-drawn plough for ina-
ccessible areas and as land is fra-
g¢mented this ploughing method is
often more practical.

Fruit trees

The small farm areas in the upi-
and regrons are more suited o
fruittrees as fragmented land does
not alfect production of truits as
much as cercals or vegetables.

An increasing trend in recent
years has been the growing of
stone-fruit trees such as peaches.
plums and cherries in the upland
arcas with an wrnual rainfall o
over S0Umm This has been due 1o
the more repid returns for tarmers
of such trees -~ harvests and ¢co-
nomical returns can be obtained
from stone fruits aiter five years
whereas it may take upto 10 years
before a farmer receives benefits
from olive trees.

Compared 1o 20 years ago. the
arca of stone-fruit trees under
cultivation in the Ajloun and Salt
arcas has increased ten-fold while
in the same region the increpse in

olive production has
cased by three times in 5
time period.

Olives, grapes

However. in areas wi
annual rainfall is less 1.
mm. the ministry cncouras
and grape production whx
suited to such dry condition:
spite of competition from i
orted olives, farmers have o
opoly on the olive marker -
mare acidic taste of locuis |
duced olives is preferres
Jordanians and both the of' .
the olive oil s still a base e
ponent of the country's i

Olive znd grape seedi
available ar 25-30 per cer
normal retail price rrom i
istry of  Agriculture siac s
Bag'a and Jerash where
ichies are grafted onto dise.
istant foreign varieties.

To date approximately =7 |
cent of the target area of <000
dunums has been successin
laimed through the
lemearation of the Hhigé ar.
clopment Progeer, reselir:
only in incredased product,
glso social and cconont.
rovements fior the rure’ g
ulation.

The leans from the ACT o
farmers to build houses as
improve thew land which
reduce the rural migrat..
support ftom the WEP ha,
between 3 7,000 famihe .
ablishing tarms




Upland farming enjoys period

By Anne Counsell
Specisl to the Jordan Tines

AMMAN — There ia lot ot agr-
weultural activity going on i the
hilly, rain-ted arcas ot Jordan,
Although not as visually dramatic
as the acres of greenhouses to be
tound in the Jordan Valley, the
Ministry of  Agriculture’s Hig-
hland Development Project s of
considerable significance to the
hundreds of small farmers who
own rocky. sloping land without
access to irrigation facilitics,

Economically these upland
arcas are important for Jordan as
it 1s here that the country's olives,
praches, pears, grapes and plums
are grown.

The idea of reclaiming and uti-
lising the rocky upland areas that
depend on ramniall for production
is not a new one — the Ministry of
Agriculture first started that pro-
ject 1n 1963 and revitalised the
scheme in 1UN0 10llowing a siump
i the 19707,

Already results are evident in
the Balga., Sait. Ajloun. Jerash
and Iroid arcas where the project
operates and neatly terraced hil-
Isides with rows of fruit trees con-
trast with the barren. stony ground
that has not been utilised,

Finaacial, food aid

Manager of the Highland Des
elopment Project, Mr. Ahmad
Rimu..i. told the Jordan Times

that the tarmers who wash o par-
teipate in the scheme receive tee-
hivical and linancial  assistance
trom the Ministry of Agriculture,
as well as “tood tor work™ from
the World Food Programme
(WEP) to help them with the est-
ablishment of the farm.

The WEP provides basic food
commodities such as flour, sugar,
skimmed milk and canned meat to
give a nutritious diet whilst the
farm is being established and the
ministry supports the farmer in the
costs of reclamation and fencing.
The farmer also has access to soft
loans from the Agriculture Credit
Corporation (ACC) to cover costs
of spraying and maintenance to
tide him over until there are ret-
urns from the farm.

Gresater risks

Although the risks of farming in
the upland areas are greater than
in the Jordan Valley because of
the reliance on rainfall for pro-
duction, manv farmers are con-
vinced of the scheme — app-
roximately 750 new sites were rec-
laimed last vear aione.

Also, as the ministry enc-
ourages olive growing which is a
traditional and established tree in
fow rainfall arcas with good ret-
urns. the tarmers tind the scheme
acceptable although it may take
years to obtam returns

Many small farmers in Jordan
sapplement their agrnicultural ine-
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Ploughing with horses, a phenomenon still common on fragmesniv.!
land in the upland rainfed agricultural areas of Jordan.

ome through other jobs.
Clearing the land of rocks and
breaking them up o make stone
terraces s actively sncouraged by
the munsstry as not only does this
mnpeove the Lind but the werraces
foree the farmer to employ con-
tour ploughing winch reduces soil
cresion and increases the water
retenton cepacity of the soil.
Ploughig with tractors is ine-
reasing but many tarmers still use
A horse-drawn olough tor ina-
ceessible arcas and as land s tra-
gmented this plot
alten more pracoeal

thod s

Fruit tr.os

The small farm uicas in the upl-
and regions are more suited to
fruit trees as fragmented land does
not alfect production of truits as
much as cereals ur vegetables.

An ncreasing trend inrecent
years has been the growing of
stone-iruit trees sueh as peaches,
plums and cherries in the upland
areas with an apnual rainfall of
over SO0 mm. Tins hus been due o
the more rapid returns for *armers
of such rrees — kumvests and eco-
nomical reiurns can be pbtained
fram stene frops ater tee vears
WGP 5! M
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olive productien has only o
reased by three times in the wan
me perio.

Clives, grapes

However. in areas wher:
annual ramtall s less tha: o
min. the mimstry encourage i
anfgrape production which
stfed to such dry eonditios
sprie ol competiion from
orted olives, farmers have & 2
opoly on the olive market 2w
more acidwe tasie of locally oo
duced olives s preterred
Jordantans and both the olives
the obive col s snll o banie
ponent of ihe country’s dies

Odive andd grape seedhing.
avatlaple at 25-30 per cent «f -
normal retad price from the ~ii
stry of Agniculture  stations
Bag'a and Jerash where loca! ©
1eties are grafted onto diseasc -
1stant foregn vaneties.

To date approximately 3 -,
cent of the target area of 46t
Junums has been successfuil,

laimed through the
lementation of the Highland
clopment Procect. rasultin:
only in incrzased productic
alse soctal an! economic
rovemaats  for the  rural
dalapion

The loans rre the ACC

farmers to ol P Rivises as
improvs Ui damd which

reduce the rurdd Tueratic:
support irom the WEP has
between © Wakd T enilies o
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