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VI '
A FRUITFUL COOPERATION

For the last 25 years Syria and the Soviet Union have strengthened and
extended their economic relations. Soviet geologists discovered oill reserves
in Syria and turned this country from an importer of the "black gold" to an
exporter. The railways built with the help of the Soviet Union became Syrxa s
pivotal means of transportation.

Created in conjunction with the Eufratus dam, the Al-Asad reservoir,
having a capacity of 12 billion nf became essential to the development of agri
culture.

The importance of melioration for Syria is inestimable. Out of the country's
entire cultivable land (45 percent of its total territory), only the sixth part
(547,000 ha) is irrigable representing 30 percent of Syria's agricultural produc
tion! Thft_F.nfratus_dam is supposed to irrigate 600,000 ha; only the Al^Aaad,
reservoir will make possible the irrigation^of^OOyOOO ha.

It is interesting to note that the first product of Soviet-Syrian coope
ration in melioration, a unit which is still using the As-Asad waters, irrigates
an area of only 4,000 ha, 100 times smaller than the one irrigated at present.
The building of this unit was at that time difficult because the earth was on a
considerably higher plateau than the reservoir. The level of water used to
oscillate reaching sometimes 15 m or even more. The problem was solved by re
sorting to a powerful pumping station. Since then water has been pumped up at
36m /second. The same station will be able to operate the second unit, situated #
in the vicinity of the first. This second unit occupies an area of 17,000 ha
and will be completed during the spring of this year.

In 1976 the institute (which one?) prepared a general plan of development for
irrigation on the West Meskena massif. Its surface is 50,000 ha. Syria has al
ready been consigned a top priority project for the building of a pumping station
there xHXXKhExixxigaxiHHXHfxEkExWBSKxMEskKHaxmHSsif The pumps should work ac
cording to the following schedule: fully in summer and partially in winter If
all the aggregates work 10 for ten months and a half without interruption and at
a maximal intensity, then it will be possible to fill two artificial reservoirs.
These two "accumulators" are near Aleppo, and each of them is 25 km long and 3 km
wide.

Another fact: the plans for the irrigation of more than one half of the
40,000 ha falls in the responsibility of the Soviet experts.

The Soviet-Syrian cooperation and friendship agreement signed in October
1980 clearly states that both contries are committed to further develop colla
boration and exchange of experience in the domain of agriculture, irrigation, and
water resources.


