
ID RECORD

aiidto

ies, would
d not be
terrorism",

onto

i against
ments. The
dseek
on, lower
id should
to his
irt fertile.

rinted
rial and

mberl976
s hoped he
e some of
problems,
leastfour
fy, it was
it also
r political
' reforms
despite
he new
Inot expect
*olicy,

l-Ghanl Gamaji

i\

led
rtah
ihim Tahour."

-Ata

woud**

valli

.-

, ...

IREPOBT AND RECORD

Vice Minister ofEconomy Homed
,jyeh andMinister ofFinance

•hmoud Homed, both Qaisouni
n, were still in thegovernment
I would continue Egypt's "open-
or"policy.

_at's May Dayspeech
\2 MayPresidentSadat addre-
i a labourrally at Shubrael-
-ma, a suburb of Cairo. He

Iced hisArab critics, but said he
lao objections to the holding of
^•absummit conference to settle

eaces. But he wanted results
not an exchange of insults,
""atsaid he was ready to re-

iiplomatic relations with .
des opposed to his peace
ive, namely Syria, Iraq, Libya,
landSouth Yemen. He praised
tit Carter for his "principled"
i to the initiative. TheUS »
station wasdoingits best for
nent, he said.

tjofhis speech, however, dealt
"Tit's domestic situation. He
IParliament for spending too
oeand energyon "trivial"
nstead of concentrating on

Want bills such as the long-
*"«new tax system. He accused

band right-wing parties ofbeing
stand trying todrag the country
»5*he pre-1952 revolution days,
Bg subversively and "trying to
yattie social peace ofthe country'
atalso referred to triedomestic
»«rsy of the "Pyramids Plateau"
^project and said that he had
"flPremier Mamdouh Salem to
%project, and to assure its

nty.-or reject it.
' formed Sudan's President

airi the same day that he
Ian Arab summit conference
"^.andplace provided it was

"J symbolic get-together."

iannounced
tSadat announced, in a state-
K)rted by Cairo Radio on 14
ta referendum wouldbe held

m week". Voters would be
1 give a "yes"or "no" answer to
**ing questions: Should those
8to "atheist ideologies" be

?»tohold government or trade
"ttSjOfwrite in the press and

Qia? Should those whowere
Me for "corrupting public
«reand after the 1952 revolu-
uowed to take partin politics?

J»ose who had been condemned
P65 against public freedoms or
"ting public lifebe allowed to

take part in politics? Should not the
press be committed to the State
"socialist-democratic" system and
peaceful coexistence among the
country's social classes?

The President's announcement came
shortly aftera long speech to Parlia
ment inwhich hevehemently denounced
his critics, whom he accused of insti
gating a "campaign ofdoubt" against
the government's policies. "I will
crush anyone who casts doubt but I
will use democratic means," he said.

Adecree was issued on 15 May
designating 21 May as referendum day.
Communist Party founder killed
Henn Curiel, an Egyptian Jew and co-
founder of the Egyptian Communist
rarty, wasshot dead in Parison 4
May. An ultra-rightist group, called
Delta - thename used by the assassi
nation arm ofthe Secret Army
Organisation (OAS) which had fought
against Algerian independence -
claimed responsibility for the act sayine
they had killed Curiel because hewas
an agent of the KGB and a militant
for the Arab cause.

MENA on5 May quoted "asource
close to Henri Curiel" as saying the
dead manhad been involved in
Israeli-Palestinian peace contacts and
that the Israelis with whom hehad
negotiated belonged to a group _ LEQBflGN AFFAIRS
headed by Simcha Flapin. publisher of In
New Outlook magazine, who waTS ST? °¥er ?,Ue sources
Paris the day Curiel was mSrdS ?i3M?vTJ%i4**tar^KMn said

Areport in the London 7Iw« dated SLl J J • * Egypt and Sudan11 May said that the pistol used to ^e ftudymg reports about Soviet
activities around the headwaters ofkill Cunel was that used inthe murder

ofan Algerian night-watchman, also
claimed by Delta, in December 1977
(see ARR 77/962).

Curiel had been imprisoned under
King Farouq forhis activities and
again arrested under Nasser. Helived
in France after hewas deportedfrom
Egypt in the 1950s.

He supported the Algerian national
ists during their war forindependence
for which heivas imprisoned inFrance
from J960to J962. He was also
among the founders ofan organisation
called Aide et Solidarite, which helped
Va??uS dendestine movements abroad.
At thetime oftheSchleyeraffair in
October 1977 he was placed under
house arrest and ordered expelled
from Francefollowing accusations,
which heconsistently denied, that he
was aSoviet agent and asupporter of
international terrorism.

Film industry scandal
Information & Culture Minister Abdel-
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Muneim Sawi on8 May formed a
technical committee to examine the
feasibility of bringing Arab and forei
investment capital into the state-own
Egyptian film industry, MENA
reported. This came after growing
controversyin Parliamentand in the
pressover the proposals(see ARR
283,281).

According to the Cairo right-win"
opposition weekly Al-Ahrar on 2May
the financier involved in a proposed
companyto develop the film industry
was a Saudi, Shaikh Saleh Abdulla '
Kamel, who had reportedly contractor
the US firm Universal Artists to make
a feasibility studywitha view to a
jomt venture. The same report said
that Shaikh Kamel had asked Sawi to
cancel the deal following mounting
pressure against allowing private
investors tobuy astake in the industry
which isone ofEgypt's major income'
earners.

Sawi himself had defended his stand
in Parliament where he insisted that no
contract hadbeen signed, the Beirut-
based Middle East Reporter said on 4
May. It was only "a letter of intent"
hesaid, which committed the two
parties to exploring thepossibilities.

~^>

the Blue Nile in Ethiopia. The Soviets
had reportedly begun special studies
on irrigation schemes around Lake
Tana, where about 85percent of the
Nile swater originates, though no
specific details of these schemes were
f Ven-Jhe reP°rt quoted Irrigation &
Land Reclamation Minister Abdel-
Azim Abul-Ata as saying that Egypt
would not allow "theexploitation of
Wile waters for political ends." He had
earlier been quoted as saying that Egypt
regarded any attempt to control the
sources ofthe Nile as "direct aggression"
against it. s

The Ethiopian Foreign Ministry
replied on 13 May by saying that the
Egyptian statement was anintervention
in Ethiopian affairs; no-one could
question Ethiopia's unconditional
right to use itsnatural resources for
the benefit of its people. In using these
resources Ethiopia would not antagonise
jne oppressed masses in neighbouring
countries", the statement aaaea


