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roughput of 5 million tomnmes.
bre development of the refimery
ise capacity by close ro 300,000
Factor has yet been named but one
bf mext year,

pnsumes, But the probles is that
fe incurring heavy losses through
consumption increasing at an

=n energy comnference this month

® and means of Incressing thrifei-
tlopment of alternative emergy

jear energy. Such a conference
fnergy strategy.

ECOMOMIC DEVELOPMENT DESCRIBED

Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMD in English 10 Dec 79 pp 11-16
[Texe)

In the period from 1970 to 1977 Syria’s GNP rose
from S1 3,981 million 1o SL 26,132 million, 3 556 per
cenl imcrease.® In apriculture the value of oulput row
from SL 1380 million is 1970 to SL 5,120 milion

t year smounted to SL 1,284.6
million ($172.8 milliom) in the
11 below the 1975 figure of

lus achieved last year is sadnly
5. These dropped from &.4 milliom

wlion in 1977, o 275 per cont rinc. The industrial
ety shase ruse from SL 1OGR melbion ko SL 4,948
-I_mu—-ﬁg.uunsm_.
Income per capits rose 36 per cont from SL 1,000 in
1970 1o SL 3,331 in 1977,

l'ﬂ-nhud:h-a-ﬂ.-rvﬂ & mom-convertible
currency, has varied
g:;;n;!lzmtmmézm:nmﬂ-uui:um
. s purpose of this s 6m te of §0.25
’ survey, exchange ra 0 may be
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The Tehram hostages? “They are mot
acting against Islam, Of course I m

Met capatal formation i the period 1970 o 1977
rose markedly, with cbvious coacentration in ity
whire investmoents rose from SL 187 millios o SL
5061 million. Net capital formation in
increased fo SL 660 miBion in 1977 compared with 1.
248 million i 1970

Syrian industrial policy seflects the inflocace of
the gemcral problems lacing the economy The Fowrth
Fier Yiear Developmest Plan schedeled fou the pericd
197680, but snocurced only in 1977,  incledes
inwcstments worth $13.8 bllmn. Delays in the plas vc
plentifil, their nuin causcs being, that 40 per cent of
the Third Five Year Plam wa corried ower lo the
fourth plan period, 3nd the hesitation among Arab 2id
donors. These were repurtedly mnhappy with the way
mech of the moncy for coneracts was finding its way
into the hands of middiomces eather than projects amd
Mmmh,-lnimu*mhﬂ,h—u
1Bt most of them weone wasted ivestmonts.

The plan was eventuslly and officially promslgsted in April 1977, with the

first two years regarded as & t-ansitiomal

two-thirds reached so far,
and communications
The plan reflected a

(8 perceat).

industry had gradually takem over from trade,
dam as the main contributor te GDP,

In & recent statement to the officfal daily Tishrin,

Selim Yassin assessed progress achieved under the

other was to complete projects lisced under the third snd fourth Fiwe
étulnp-n:phumtmtwlnlmﬂum—lmd

network .

¥

plen period. The min targets
published in this newsletter's fssue of May 29, 1978, are the
attainment of a 17 percent aversge real smoual rate of growth
m-jn.mummmum
(16 percent), industry (15 percest) and agriculture
change of emphasis, since in esrlier plans
agriculture and the Euphrates

Mindster of Transport
supervislon and promotion

of his ministry, which was creaced caly in 1974, Mr Tassin said the

of Tramsport had moved along two lines since {ts crestiom. The

ensure the proper functioning of the existing tramsportation metwork amd the

Ministry
Firet was to

year
the




eriod 1970 to 1977
ration i imdutioy
187 el w0 SL
thon in agracisblmne
' comparod with S1.

by (e influence of
momy. The Foarth

expansion in the momber of transpun wehiades war m
folluws: public pamenger cars imceeased 40 et ceml
and private pamenger cari 58 per cont, public buses
wde 53 por cent and private buses increased 14 per
ceml, puhlic tramsport tnecks 44 por oot while private
truchs imcecased 103 per cent. tanker trocks rose 159
pet cenl, public lorien increased by 415 per cont and
private lorics by 444 per cemt. My Yomim added
that the  Ministry plant 1o allow privale socter
Coianics o imporl trocks and other  tragspunt
whicks 30 25 0 e the capaity of the staic’s
tramipunt metwork, A fardber 1300 buses wore put in
operation between mayor Syvian citics amd reeal ancas
Vo et the increasing meed for cheap public tramport
Eacilitin.

cumbracte ] tu cumplete the reception lounge ot the
sirpoat 31 3 cont of SELOI00 millen while st
matpanal company, ROINCOD, wan contrsted ta com.
pletc numway ewpansan webs to 3 bkeogth of 100
mctecs. lmctablutmns o other Syrun sepats aec g
vpgraded. Speval importanee o peen 10 the Latakia,
Ham and Manaka siepurts

Syrian Arsb Airlines. the mationad carricr, has
spent SL 145 million on sircralt perchase Mr Yamsin
waid, while more. than SL 4 million have been speat 30
far and ueder the Fourth Five  Year Dewelopment Pl
for sircrall sparcpart and maintenance worke

Speclal Orchard Centres Established

r than progects and Under the curreat Plan, orchards were targeted to cover am area of 20,000
carclculy drawm 5o In railway tramsport the emphasis was on the completion of existing railws hectares of {rrigated land and 90,000 hectares of arsble lend, Special
Hmonts. network expansion projects, MNoted smong these projects are the Latakis- r breeding centres were set up which produced 12 milliom orchards ower the

four year period 1975-78. Another 6.5 milliom would be produced by the end
of this year and an equal mumber next year, thus meeting the plan targst.
The Ministry of Agriculture's role has not been limited to breeding plants

Qamishli railwvay rumning 750 kilometres at a cost of SL T34 million, the
Akkari-Homs-Demascus railwey running 27) kilometres at a cost of SL 363
million and the Homs-Mubeen mines railwsy rumming 650 kilometres at a cost

m

for

amounted to SL 327 milliom.

of LS 173 million. Progress om the latter project is well advanced and it
could be complete im early 1980, Meanwhile the Aleppo-Hama-Homs radlwey is

upgraded. The railway rums 230 kilometres and the works will cost SL
million., A third project, the Tartous-Akkari rallvay (42 kilometres) is

beugu-deenrrqunn-!mnﬂmmm&u:im:mw
other railuay lines.

metres and the third phase which will bring the breskwater to 1010 metres was

the second phase of the Tartous port project Ls completed,
11 be iovited for the comstruction of the wharfs, Total allocations
&-hrmmmﬂq—t-iumrmﬁunrmmln-mlh

and orchards, but has included land reform. The Mimlstry secured the equip-
went for land improvement to fits various agencies which completed terracing
of 4,300 hectares only last year. Pilot orchard farming on low yield aress
covered 1,000 hectares. The state orchard cultivarion targets wers raised
by President Assad to 42.8 million orchards by 1983, State assistanmce to
farasers is carried out by the Agricultural Cooperative Lamk, The bank,
having 3 branches, was established at the end of the 19th century and
extends medivm-and long-term fimancing im all forms of agricultural -pre jecta
and cocperatives, provides other services including the discount and sccept-
ance of bills, advances on curreat accounts aad {ssues guarsntess. The
interest rates charged by the Agricultural Cooperatiwe Bask since 1970 are
& percent for cooperatives and 5.5 perceat to 7.5 percent for individeals.

/' Ome s sjor agricultural landmark in Syria is the Euphrates The dem has,

| apart from producing 800 Md of '¢ll_éiil?h._ﬂm—ﬂl!l’/m“ and

| ismprovememt of wp to 31,000 hectares. The area will reach 81,000 bectares
by the end of 1980 but will seill be short of che 640,000 hectares that

yards are contemplated, The Syrlas- could be improved and irrigated whem all complementary projects related te
il swboniinte Jordanian Maritime Tramaport Company wes set wp with a capical of SL 100 the Euphrates dam sre completed. The dam has also comtributed largely is
m-l-w: ‘lhﬂd’hﬂmmmi.mn—-mhnamtd!m mmiua!dp:-bill;tauh-l&--uquum.m
-",_' "",_._ million, The first of thess vessels, Barada, was deliversd amd put im mow bas & popula L 000,
::u“mh _ o far fiwe years hawe paved since the first mewly
it il 2y inggated load weder the Exphrates dam project wes
-‘.'I-II - ultivated. The Miest irrigated Land stecich was 1,000 -
giving acowrate compiction of the fien phase of whe
15 smd 1978 the Euphrates dam pooduced 15 mew villages 708

3 Our state and our pecple are Muslim., We ave all believers the mature - =

- = £ e e i e 5 22 T 8 s S e e

_. we practice our and less the coattediction

= el e K e The Taleate reim . e

3 hbl-.nn-u-lnnm-uuﬂashhnmm— In its capacity as Islam's guaremtes as the comstitution stipulates 1t
ship on faith, spirit or o behavicwr, the state s the responsibility of p ﬁlﬁ.ﬂmm:
Can we forget tutfoas ie Tunisls and preserviag g from el
that cerremts.

H

who




the toceptwn hoange 31 the
100 mullasn while asutiher
0, was comtiaied 10 oo
winks B0 a bength of 1200
By Syrue srpais e hesg
jance 5 piven to the Latalia,

the national corricr, hak

siscnafl perchase N Vissin

4 millipe have beca spent 10

Five  Year Development Plan
wmprk

e targeted to cover an area of 20,000

D0 hectares of arsble land. Special
produced 12 million orchards over the

«5 =illion would be produced by the end
kt year, thus meeting the plan target.
has mot been limited to breeding plants
reform. The Ministry secured the equip-
Flous agencies which completed terracing
Pilor orchard farming oo low yield areas
prchard cultivation targets wers ralsed
brchards by 1983, Stave assistance to
hltural Cooperatiwe Bagk, The bank,

at the end of the 19th ceatury and

Ing in all forms of agricultural -projects
frices including the dlscount and accept-
pccounts aad {ssues guarantess. The
ltural Cooperatiwe Bank simce 1970 are
percent to 7.5 percent for imdividuals.

fyria is the Euphrates dam. The dam has,
fric power, allowed the irrigatiom and

« The avea will reach 81,000 bectares
short of the 640,000 bectares that
all complementary projects related to
be dam has also comtributed largely in
s and the new city of Al Thawra, which

powed simcr the Nrst mewhy

1
LRS!

Grimex. The new aican mnder Empiovensemt extond 60
kdomcines slong the Euphrates bunks east and west of
Al Rigga. OF these 1 400 bectanes were cumplesed in
I978 and were eedistributed 10 Theis original ownery
while the rest s mow held by Coopcratives.
Exceptivaally high yiclds wene registoned in these mew
areas, mostly i ¢otium cultivation a3 between 300 3nd
300 kit of cotton were produced per dunum.

Tahle 1

Pabdic Sertor Indwa rial
Lshous Faeoe

Spase Extablihmen)
o Teutile Industries

Stase Exlahlrdunent
ot Food Indusiries

State Extshlinbanent
for Chemical Indust ies

Stase Establethument
For Enginccring Weorks

Stase Establishencat
fun Coment

State Segar
Estabshenent

Totall

(L]

23,508 4583

21050

4716

6438

6511

5350

san

1958

9064

4R35
57591

More rogged towsn mprosoment i camicd out
by the Saae Fusblahment for the Fupbeates Nam
which b carrently wuling on 21000 hectares west of

§ Mashama The work a0 Muskana incheles:

b 3 An clectric pumping station with 3 36 cubic
mebie per seaond throughpat carrying water fmm Lake
Asad 1o the mewly reclaimed ancas. The stacom i
vpctative and is alecady being wsed to wvigate pan off
the arca

50 Lilvmetres of maim camls cucying waler at
Capacitics. ranging betworn 5 and 36 cubic ey per
s

400 kibwrne © 3 oo ppusted camaly.

=300 Lidomesees of cowccd irrigateon <anals.

150 kiksncives of upen cancby,

) Lilomnctoes ol poved egds,

This o sdded o the main bod redamain
Ptathms waght umdcr the wheme So far 4,000
hoctares out of the 1000 hoctmes cowesed by the
Project haoe boen conspleted and wese culinated lem
reat while wther 2300 hectznes wore comphoted s
yer amd will be put 10 faming in due cowse. The
remusning arca o wbedulol for completion mevt year

Meanmhile the Erhusics o Adwmemiciatin
Fetsblnbment d with the e, ol
GHLO00 bectares., hon complcsed simdies e 100,000
Bectares @ the Palaikh  hain and sy Fmihed
Actaibed studues fon oifeer snea emt of Masdana and n
crmidormg mork on stess west of Sskana, s the
dartion of M and some 10000 hrciares i The
Bomer Emplutes husin,

Vst progects mnder way imchude i reclamatiomn
o A B taten oom Ve dightt Bank of the Enphastes,
from Dew Er 2t to Roulamad, 37000 hoctaes in
Baliikl morth of Riggs and S0,000 hectares west of

.

ABocatians fur mdwiry usder the 1978 e
imcament proprsame sewonted to SL 4613393
milln. The year. slbocations were st SL 3,532 *ng
mﬁn-hira\nmdhqxu' are 9l in progrew
under the fowrth Five Yeu Devchoprment Pl
5780y Tabdes 2 wnd 3 provide 3 detuded rwn-duws
dm!wdrmnhrmmlﬁm

. Oppe lunidirs. @ lotal EvcSasend
cost of SL 1219 milleon. By the rod of this month
another 13 projects will be completed at
a cost of 5L 2,089 million and will pro~
vide 6,766 employment opporvemities. Im
1978, 83 industrial projects were Lausebed,




More ragy

P

which is cu wixking on 21 000 hectares west of
Markany, The werk 31 Maskana bncbades:

A ehectric aping Malion with 2 36 cubic
meire per second throughpul canying water fmm Lake
Avad fo the newly reclsimed aress. The mstosn i
aperative and @ alecady hoiug used to irrigate pan of
e sten

50 kilemetres of main canaly carying water an
CHpICIteS vamging betwoem 5 and M cubic meties per
v

400 Liksne © 3 of vupparied canals.

2300 Lilunciecs of comered inpgation canaly

V50 Kikmiscties mf vpen canaly

) ke Besacrtyes il paved raads,

Thin is added 1o ihe main End seclemaion
pvestems waght wndo the wheme So far 4000
hectares. ot of the 21000 hoctaes cowerod by the
progect hove heen completed and wore colinated Loy
yeat while >wsther 2300 hectares were comphoed th
year and will be pot to Luming in due comese. The
wosiming aca i schedulod for completion new pear

Meamnhile the Exnbaates Paun Aduiniciton
Fuishlhment. commicooned with the redematnm of
G000 hectanes, has complesod stndics for 100,000
Bectares in the Balakh  hasin and ndidy fmobed
detaibed studcs for oiher ascas cast of Maddans and i
o work wn aseas west of Matkona, in the
diection of llme and some | 30,000 hevtanes in the
bt Emplssics hosin

e propects. woder way mchede the seclrmation
o SO0 bectarey v the saght busk of the o anes.
foven Dew Bz Zeos b Bemlamad, 37000 hectaes in
Rl merth of Rugga and 50,000 Mectares wew of
Shaskang,

Albocatimns for madusiry woder the 1978 sisme
mscdmend  propamme asounied lo SL 4611393

CI976-30). Tables ¥ amd Jm*a&u&dm&_m
o incbusirial progects That were comphesed this vear
sud ovhens that ave scheduled for completion hfore
the year chses. Projects under table 2 hawe socumed
460 cmployment opporiumities o8 botal imvesiment
ool of SL 1219 millon. By the end of this month
another 1) projects will be completed at
a cost of SL 2,089 million sad will pro-
vide 6,766 employment cpportumities. In

1978, 8) industrial projects were launched.

Interviewed last August by Tishrin, Prime Minister “uhamsad Ali Balabi said
major emphasis i{s now being placed in the public sector om industrial coscing
and proper control and reporting of costs om the one hand snd quality control
on the other. Adminfstrative changes hawve covered 18 public sector establish-
ments most of vhich in the textils industry and others in toliletries, metal
works and tractor assesbly lines, Premier Halabi sald the administrative
changes were taken after productive deficiencies and low rentabilicy was
depicted in these compamies' records. Productive deficliencies often resulted
from improper reporcing of real industrial costs, a requirement stressed by
the state and escablished by lew as of Jamuary 1, 1979, The state has in
fact been particularly sctive im providing qualified financial cemtrollers

for all public sector industrial establishments. Quality control is made
possible through the product specifications ordinance of October 7, 1978
based on legislative decree 248, Under the ordinance a state committes is
supposed to maintain control over intermediste and semi-processed products

as well as the final output, throwgh subordinave agencies im every branch of
induatry.

T

Further eshancing public sector participaticn, or more sccurately predomi-
nance, Production Councils wers formed for the various industrial establish-
ments under law Mo 6 dated Awgust &, 1979. The council: were designed to:

~-Promulgate smmmal plans for the establishments;

~-Suggest methods of attaining sdded productivity and drafc che proper
policies in the light of such suggestions;

~=Establish efficiency standards and mobilise the work force to attaim
these standards;

--Correct deficiencies in the year's production plan. The councils
wvere expected to coordimate their efforts with the directors and the boards
of state establishments without amy interlapping authorities.

The application, since 1977, of a system of incentives and resards was
largely respomsible for effective increases im productivity of up to 25
percent, mostly im the textile industry, where strict adheremce to the
schese was reported. Varying degrees of success have also been felt in the
foodstull industries amd the chemical imdustries after the adoptiom, this
yesr, of the state system of revards snd incentives.

Despite the obwious emphasis om the public sector, the Syrisn suthorities
have shown concern for the private sector, with the understanding that the
state should maintain the upper hand in controlling production and pricing
policies, There were other areas strictly forbidden for private wentures.
Stace support to private {ndustries has takem the form of soft loans through
specialised banks snd the sale of state-owmed industrial sites om easy cerms.
Interest om industrial loans has mot exceeded ) percemt im recemt years and
payment for industrial tervaim was uswally spread over a 10 year period.




Table T

tdusteial Projorts Comgleted
by The Pulilic Scctir Retwcen
LTY e 2008779

Labosr Esployed Capacity

2,800

1.9 million. units/yr

1.9 millica waityyr

2000 toanes/yr

Table 3

Public Sector Indurial Projects
Dwe for Completion Before 3112779

Peuwision of 75 000
Speaming Jennics i
Jebia

Fapansion of Al Abliya
Spinning Company, Aleppo
with H.000 Jenmies

Cost Worken:
(5L Million)

3 1050
“ -

Capacity
1,100 vonses of
yarajyr

1,000 tonnes of woolles
yaeafyr
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Total Syrisn {sports from Third World comntries in 1978 rose to SL 765
million compared to SL 34 milliom in 1974, while exports reached SL 94
million last year. Exports to the Arab countries rose to SL 562 milliom
last year compared to SL 401 milliom im 1974, Syrisn imsports from Arab
countries however dropped. Syrian exports to Easterm bloc countries rose

Tahile 3

Public Sector Tndwdrial Projects
Due for Complction Befoer 311279

to SL 932 million last year against SL 904 million im 1974, Spesking to
Cost Wodkers Capacity Tishrin, the Director of Planning at the Ministry of Economy and Trade,
(5L Mo} Suhail Jsafari, said the State Establishment for Industrial Equipment and
Installations Trading had increased fts imports this year to SL 334 millien,
compared to SL 206 million last year, Imports of chemical and food products
o ot this year were valued at SL 822 milliom while exports of agricultural products
23 (M3 ] 1,100 tonmes were worth SL 38 mdllion compared to SL 26 milliom Llast year. The State - E T0 HABIB ACHOUR SEEN AS
yunfyr Establishaent for Trading in Comstruction Material and Iron Products this R s
year imported SL 1,085 million worth compared to SL 549 milliom last year, e I WA AL-DISALT fn Arsbie
The increased imports of textiles this year were valued at SL 230 md1lion Paris AL-NAHAR AL-"ARAN
i el = 1,500 & of - i [Article by "Abd-al-Latif al-Furati: ™Is It thei
V — the Objects of Anger?™)
tonmesfyr 3 [Text] The composition of the new governmeat |
s e - me G factors make it surprising: Mobamed Emmsceur's
as mindister of social affairs, and Mohamed Fitor
A3 million canfy office of minister of foreign affairs.
W AL © r
s mpal Mohamed Eonaceur has returned to the position fif
e o 2’“"‘ ‘ﬂ:ﬂ late Decesber 1977 im protest of the dismissal ¢
N - post of minister of interior because of his mep
General] Federatiom of Labor [DCTT]. The chamgs:
late 1977 preceded by 1 moath the outbresk of 2
LonmcafyT which led to the death of 45 pecple and the i-:;
el - the old leadership of the UCTT—notably Habib i/
< the court on the charge of being instrumental ir
- = T Mohammed Fitouri's contiowed occupatiom of his j
everyone had expected ssother foreign minister
" 260 32,000 tonnctyr suggesting this.
Several other posts in the gowvernment were also
o i iy the only minister to lose the legislative slectd
s i Corune iadosss oF dobenin sl omn oF e st
3 former minister of defense and ooe o i
oy - before he was dismissed by President Babib Bowry
the coagress of the ruling Destowriss Party.




