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(Text! KaraJc—Easygoing and standoffish at the sane tiae, this big Bedouin town of
20,000 inhabitants lies 125 kilometers south of Annan. Dwarfed by the giant ruins
of its Crusader castle and forgotten on its rocky peak since the 12th century, vrtien
Etiennette de Chatillon, the defeated "lady of l<e Crac," was forced to hand it over
to Saladin, the sultan of the Moslems, the small city seemed even recently to have
gone to sleep forever.

In this region ^f steep hills tirhere no foreigner had lived since Lawrence of Arabia^
or Glubb Pasha, there suddenly appeared the red or green turbans of Sikh technicians
They were followed by Egyptian fellahin wearing pink or sky-blue ijalabias, who were
followed in turn by Pakistani workers in their baggy trousers. Finally, one evening
at dusk in front of the mosque, the chattering stopped and all heads turned as one to
watch a minibus disgorge a group of young Philippine %romen wearing tight jeans and
made up like actresses from the year 1935.

Karak slept poorly that night, but it had sensed that like it or not, a new era had
begun. Could this be the "time of progress and prosperity" that Radio Amman had been
promising for years?

The Indian technicians, Egyptian vrorkers, and pretty Asians worked hard. Roads were
surfaced, fields were cleared of stones, public facilities were developed or modern
ized, and small processing industries were established in the valley. Tourists were
brought in, and the soft snap of closing doors on official Mercedes became a familiar
sound. Karak got statistics. Karak has been overtaken by the new age. For the mo
ment the town is proud of it, but has the lot of its inhabitants really been radical!'
improved as a result of all the comootion and all those achievements?

Capitalist Success

There is reason to doubt it when one sees teenagers smoking two packs of cigarettes
a day to give themselves the swaggering look seen in advertising from across the At
lantic, when one notices that the province's nomads no longer eat anything except
canned food—which they swallow without even heating it—and when one meets Abdallah,
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pillow. 

Al tr.ough late in coming and attenuated, the phenomena noted in Karak do make that 
unpretentious district administrative center a microcosm of •rejectionist Jord&~,• which 
is what Cairo's ruler has called the Hashemite kingdom since KiOCJ Husayn refused to 
p~rticipate in the C4mp David peac procoaa on tho grounda••rop at~ )u1t r c nt\y•• 
r n L 1 l ~ ~ 1'' 1 "l , H , t­ \ 
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Rejectionist Jordan is also a country that has become an example of capitalist success 
. ' 
in less than a decade--having "rid itself• of its armed Palestin~an elements follow­
in-1 the murderous confrontation of 1970 (they are now in Lebanon ) a.nd kept its citi­
~cns of Palestinian origin, who represent approximately 60 percent of its total popu­
lation and 80 percent of the population of its capital and devote themselves with 
talent to commerc~, industry, and finance. It is an all the more remarkable example 
in tr4t following the 1967 loss of the West Bank, which had been providing nearly 50 
p·~ r · 'n t of the n<1tional income, there vas little expectation that a Jordan reduced 
to th~ Jordan River's cast bank would survive economically. Accustomed to the stereo­
type of the Beirut Palestinian armed with his submachinequn and dialectics, the ob­
s rv~r now discovers that Palestinian's unexpected cousin in Amman--a cousin who 
E:-.o.ic~s ig c1gars, reads stoc;c ~:arut nevsp.apers, and is ~e .IUl.ns;;ring o! the coun­
- -: ~..~ • .. ec.oa<lle.:...c chi..,.: n-t. . 

~·• •\ il~ , 'II• cy, h L J ru ,.. hi W•IU Lf\ J •1 f\, H .UILI'\ •• • t'r · nt 11, 
WLt • 1:111\"r L-'l n.i hn L ' L 1 uvity and, in l\.Khnq 1ts outsklrts, ha 

~ul~tion o. l mtllion (the k4ngdom•s total population, excludin? the West Bank, 
h has b en occupted by the Israelis since 1967, is 2.2 million). In 1946 Amman 

~ s ~~ tmpov . rished ~r~et town with 46, 000 residents, but in 1981 it is a big city 
' urs ttng ~ith health. As a n~ Petra--that small Nabataean Arab city in the southern 
Fart of tod~y·s Jordan which succeeded in controlling a major share of Eastern trade 

t t~~ end of ancient tim s--Amman has been able, as a result o! the veaker~nq o! 
Ed:-ut. and the inc pacity of Ec;ypt, to become the new hub of the Middle East. The 
s _rvic st!Ctor provtdcd 6J perco:nt of th gross danestic income in 1980. 

rn l. S years Amman open~ fiv _ n~ biq hotels that immediately hummed with bustness­
m·~n from ev ry corner of the world, 1ncl~inq South Korea and Singapore. It built a 
60-lulomete r periphe ral boulevard that is already beinq overrun by frenetic real 
state development. It is building a second international airport that will perpetu­

ate t.h~ m_mory o! Queen Alia, killed in a helicopter accident in 1977. 

':'i.•;! h mit~ monarchy has been held up to obloquy by the Baathist regim in imhgent 
· . nee las t y .u, but on the other hand, it has been coddled during the s~ 

b'i th Baathist r gime in nch Iraq, not to mention the bencf1ts that h.1v 
l ong en lavished on it by t he oil dynasties on the Arabian Peninsula. In 1980, 
h "p 'n ion•• paid to Amman in three nearly equal parts by Baghdad, Riy.sdh, and tho 

o tl ~dncipalitics totaled the 11quivalent of 6 billion francs. That sum, a d d to 
Westt.r-n--cspeci lly American--aid totaling l billion francs, has been well m.an.aqcd 

nd no t too badLy distributed, with the result that in 1980 a nation whose ~xports 
(chi~fly phosphates) cover only 15 percent of its imports was able, as in prcviou~ 
years, to sho~ a comfortable surplus in its balance of payments. The Jordanian dinar 
L completely convertible and one of the s trongest currencies in the Arab world. The 
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curr nt nte of economic: CJrowth is ~ perc:e.nt, while tht inflAtion rate does not ex­
ceed 10 percen~. 

One Hundred Thousand ImMigrants 

Although Jordan has been the only non-petrole~produc:inq Arab state (along vith Leba• 
non) forced to attract for~iqn mAnpow~r in its hour of p~sperity--there vere more 
than 100,000 i11111igranta. from the Third WO.rld in 19ao--it is also true that ~ck in 
the time of lean covs,. IIIQre t~ 400,.000 ~rs of its ~king population (the great 
m11jority of them Jord.l.nians of PAlestinian originl left to 90 work on the Arabian 
Peninsula and are still there. ror the mom nt,. they prefer to invest in Jordan-­
especially in construction--rather than return there,. and in 1979 they transferred 
tht: equivalent of 1110re- tMn :z:.s billion francs to their adopted ~land. So the ex­
P<l tr iat s m.:ake a c;ood sh<Ninc; ~nq the a.rchi tects of an expansion vh.ich, according 
to us. figures .. has meant a doubling in l years of Jordan's annual per capita incaM, 
which exceeded 5,.500 franc:s in 1979. 

Since 1975,. in an. effort to tone down the ~rted and artificial nature of its 
chh v ements,. Jordan has b en pursuing a determined policy for the development of its 

r!.c:ultural <Lnd industrial r esourc s,. which incidentally are very lilllited. As a re­
sult.- the shu of gross domestic inc:ocn contributed by those two sectors has grown 
i n 5 y ~ars from 15 to 37 pe rcent. Fruit and vegetables from the Jordan River-­
Lncludinq- .. it ls tru~ ~ those from the occupied 'bank--supply Saudi Arabia. Aq~, 
Jor~dn s window· on th~ Red Sea~ 1s •lready dedicated to tourism and port ~affic 
(ch L fly for tr q ~ especially s1nce the var vith Iran),. and vith the help of the 
French. Spi.e-Ba,tig..nolles Co~ny,. it is now putting up a huge chelllical fertilizer com­
p~~x ~Ion~ its 25 kilometers of coastline. On the Dead Sea, large-scale preparations 

r e underwaY' for th e:~tu••ction of Lissan potash Cat 2 billion tons, the deposits, 
which w~re ~scovered i~ t972~ make up the world•s largest reserve of that product) 

nd of Finan c:opp r !~rth r south. 

Eve~ if it ~ s tr~ t h t ~the Jordani an Government,. (after) demonstrating great effi ­
ci ncy in management •• of an economic system ••• based on foreign aid, ••• now seems 
to be ahowi.n~ t h same talent ! or transformi ng that system,"6 the fact remains that 
the "Jo rd.i>nl .tn mi r cl ,., is still fragil e , since it depends to a large extent on the 
chanq~s in mood (or r egime ) that m y occur in Baghdad or Riyadh and on the spurious 
pe c e th t prev~ils ~n that region. 

(21- 22 Jun 81 p 7) 

(T xtf The trans format i ons expe r i nc d by the provincial capital 
of Kar k~ that ove rgrown vi llage of 28, 000 inhabitants, provide a 
gen~rai p~cture of a country--capitalist to a large extent and 
fuel ~d by Ar b aid--whose development is so rapid that it is al ­
r eady having to use 100,000 foreign workers (LE MONO£, 20 June). 

Amman--It r e semble a beautiful piece of countryside in Provence, vith the exception 
that he re the tops of the cypresses would be overlooked by a blue and vhite minaret. 
tf you are a man and you los~ your way in the dry hillsid~ oasis making up the Uni­
v~ r s ity of Jordan. (ito: w:as e5tahlished in. 1.962' and nov, 19 years later, has 12,500 
s tudents, with an.other J,OOO enrolled at Yarmuq University, which vas established in 
the northc.rn part of the k.l.nqdom i:n 1976), don't take it into your head to ask your 
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,,. 1 c ""'- -_, t Ltl•· ' J lt L ,, .. t.o . ~ path ·,-ou will cross and who, at the very most, alla-.; 
nu mor·c of themschcs to be seen than their lowered eyes and pinched lips. She "''Ould 
turn her head, convinced that a good Moslem woman •must speak only to the males of 
er blood and her husband.~ 

As in Egypt or Lebanon, the fundamentalist phenomenon in Jordan shows up first on the 
campuses, ~here the Iranian revolution has given tremendous impetus to the ambitions 

nd dreams of the ~~ung Islamic fund~entalists. SAWT AL-ISLAM (Voice of Islam), a 
clandestine student newspaper, bears witness to a passionate admiration for the 
P rsian ayatollahs whtle simultaneously attacking the teachers and women students of 
~T~n "whose minds have been corrupted~· the West.• To avoid turmoil, it became 
r.~ccssary last year to install prayer roo~s in the various departments, even though 
a supe rb and huge mosque is located at the entrance to the university. 

7he pious students, who are represented by four or five associations, do not seem 
i~povc rishcd--if one is to believe concordant testimony from various sources, they 
o ffe r money to girls who agree to adopt "oodern Islamic dress," the chief component 
of ~hich is a sort of cassock in muted colors. And they travel in private autDmobiles 
o r t;:Lxis, preferably those belonging to the Al-Jihad ("holy war") Company • 

.rP st:d larities with the situation in neighboring countries end there. While syria 
o r i:raq hunts doo..tn the Moslem Brotherhood and Egypt only tolerates it, Jordan is prob­
.~ ly the only Arab state--if we except Saudi Arabia, Islam's "Vatican," which lives 
nd~ r a th~ocratic r egime and has never been colonized--that recognizes the brother­

!. , wh ich i~ th~ traditional champion of militant fundamentalism. The Moslem 
Proth r !:ood originated in Egypt, where it ~..:as founded half a century ago, but it 
"i-:no·o~s n') frcr.ti~rs except those of religion." It is regarded by Jordanian authori­
. i ~ as a ~welfare associat i on." 

St:pr.:-n ~ Leader 

It ·was during the time of Nasir, when Radio Cairo was proml.Sl.nq young King Husayn on 
a daily basis that he would mee t the same bloody end as his cousin Faisal II in 
Baghdad (193 5-1958}, that Amman offered asylum to some brotherhood members who had 
~sc ~ed from Egypt's prisons and even its gallows. Even today, it is one of Nasir's 
foro r compa~riots. Kamil Sharif, a r.~n who if not a member of the brotherhood is at 
l~ast c!ose to it, w~o i s the k1ngdo~'s minister of religious affairs and holy places. 
hnd his brother, ~~~~oud Sharif, publishes one of the two progovernment newspapers in 
Amman: AL DUSTUR (The Constitution), whose circulation is estimated at 35,000. 

The r otherhood's acknowledged supreme leader ("murshid") in Jordan has for years 
• <YNl a la.,.yer from Salt, a small middle-class town 30 kilometers northeast of the 

C<l<' i tal . He is 1-!uhatr:nad 'Abd-al-Rahman Khalifah. He was born in 1926 and was first 


j ud ~ , th n a deputy from 1956 to 1961 and a member of the Executive Board of the 
Ir.t~rs tatc I slamic Conferenc e . He has no qualms about presenting himself in the Arab 
"Who ' s ~·!ho " (1978 edition) as "deputy chainr~n of the Executive Council of the Moslem 
Arothc:-hood for the hrab world." This eminent person sometimes expresses himself as 
"":or ldwide spokesman for the Moslem Brotherhood, .. as happened, for example, when con­
demning the Egyptian-Israeli peace. 

Disc r~c t the rest of the time, and efficient as well, Khalifah has gradually seen to 

it that school curricula and programs on TV-1 bear the invisible--but omnipresent-­
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"nihil obstat" of the brotherhood. The c;overn.ent has also granted the brotherhood 
de facto "responsibility tor overseeiaq the c:ountry•s DDral heAlth. • It '-S about 
time. A new hydra-not vith 1,000 buds but vith 1,000 videocaaaettes (pornographic, 
of course)-waa threatening Jord.ani.arl younq people after c:onupting the youth of the 
petroleua-produciaq pri.Dcipalities. It is beli...t in~ that infor.aticm frca 
the brotherhood • s "secret service" ia wb&t has led to police MU"Chea at illp)rt ti~ 
involved in that culpable business. 

In exch.anqe for those conceuions, which do not coat ...:h politically, the Hoal• 
Brotherhood does not ~er the CJO"en.e.Dt, aa it does in Egypt, to enforce ~ranic 
punisha!nta, outlAw interest on loans, or r_,.e Christi&na frca responsible posts. 
The Christi&ns are vel~ represented in .,st of the goYen.ent ()l'9&Dizations--in soee 
cases overrepresented in tauas of their D&lllbera in the total papalatioo Ul percent)­
and it can be said that currently they ue the aiaority Uvinq -.ost pocubly in the 
Hlddle &lat. the e.eeltiYe Ia1..1aation of educ•tion doea aot owerly dittUib ~' 
since their own scboola do not a~ to be threat.med. 

But the a.ssassinatioa on 16 March of t..o Christian teachers in Ajlun, in the DOrthern 
put of the lltiogdca, by alleqed •bus of the Hosl• Brotherhood Cvbo were arrested 
• month later) nevertheless caused a sense of anxiety to pass ower the ainority c:c.­
munity. 

Will the fund 1ntalists al ys be cootent with thei.r portion of iAfluence-&11 in 
all quite liaited-&Dd vill they r ..in one of the •objectift• supporters of the 
Hash.U~e throne? A yomq AII!Dan uniYersity student says: •tt is not certain, because 
t..,e moderate vinq of the brotherhood, vhich is especially stzonq in a.atioo&l educa­
tion, has apparently been outflanked recently by a more radical vin9 that is preckai­
nantly Palestia.ian iA ita thinkinq. • Other Jozdanian intellec:tuala c~e ~ radi­
cal vinq to the foi'Der cl&D~Sestine Islamic liberation eov•••nt CAl-'rahrir Al-IslAa) 
established by a PaleatiAian about 40 yean aqo in Jeruaal... which •• then partly 
under Jordanian control. That IK)V-nt attracted part of the intellie}entaia on both 
banks of the Jcmian Riwer for a U.. durinq the 1950's. Whether related to t!lat IIOY'e­

ment historically or not, an iacreasinqly nu~~erous faction within the MD8lea Brother­
hood seems to •nt to reject cooperation with the Jordanian Gove~t. ·~lah 
·~. the Palestinian profeuor of Isluaic Law vho wu excluded tn. the~ uni­
versity in 1980, •s probably one representative of those leaninqs. 

Syrian Heqemony 

It is also noted that one of the small student Islamist qroups decided in AIIIIDan to 
call i tsel! Takfir • Hijra-which can be translated as '"Anatbem.a and Retreat'"-• 
name already used in Eqypt by a secret association of violent and anarchistic Mosl• 
"Carbonari'" who in 1977 took hosuqe and killed a IIIDdernist ule~U in cairo vho had 
been a minister under Presiden~ SadAt. Their leaders vere subsequently tried and 
executed. There •• renewed talk of the Taktir durinq the disturbances at Mec:c:a in 
1979. Coes a Jordanian branch still exist? ~ P«QPle think so. 

The various fundamentalist sensibilities in Jordan aqree on at leut one thinq, and 
that is the aid to be c;iven to 3feslc Brothers in Syria, vho are waqinq merciless war 
on the Damascus reqilte-nct so ~DUC:h, incidentally, because it is autocratic but be­
cause it is daninat.S by the Shiite Mosl• ainority of the Alavites (or Noc:air1.s). 
"heretics amonq h.eretics .. in the eyes of the Swmites. But that support, !acil.itated 
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by a frontier runninq through the open desert, does not seem ~ , have 90ne beyond the 
stage of velc:oming fuqitives vith open anas. And thAt vas alre~y beinc] done in any 
case before General Ass~ took power in l97o--as, for ex.aaple, vhen Jordan granted 
asylum to Syria • s two JDOst fU~CUS fnM•ent&list jurists, Moh.aaed *baralt and Mustafa 
Zaska, vho have been teac:hiDC) in ~n since then. 'ftle brotherboocl vas outlawed in 
Syria as far back as 1963. 

Although Daaascus has used the pretext of •Jordanian support for the terrorist Mosle~a 
Brotherhood• to aaintain a situation of tension vith ...Tord&n since- last year--due in 
reality to Syria's hegemonic designs on the area-it is completely obvious thAt Ki.n9 
Husayn, vho refused to join in the C&llp David peace process in order to avoid turninq 
his Arab neighbors against hill, has not run the risk of provokinc] the most powerful 
of t..~se neighbors by transfoxaing his kingdcaa into a rear base for the Syrian Mosl• 
Brotherhood. 

The fact remains that if the Hashemite sovereign vants to prevent the holy brother­
hood from someday turning into dangerous opposition in his avn country, he vill have 
to 	let Jordan continue as a refuge for any lllellber vho is being hunted. There is lim­
ited rooa for aaneuver between those two exigencies, but King Husayn, who at 45 years 
of age is one of the youngest but also the most senior of the Arab chiefs of state, 
has alre~y lllet many other challenges in the 30 years of his reign. So most of his 
subjects, vho could not care less about living under a fundamentalist Koranic regime-­
requiring only that their monarch be a descendant of MuhU~U.d-trust him to see thAt 
the Moslee Brotherhood remains a shadov in their country, and only a shadov. 

FOOTNOTES 

1. 	British officer and vriter (1888-1935) vho vas one of the architects of the Arab 
revolt-called a •revolution• by the Arabs-against the Ottomana in 1916-1918. 

2. 	British officer in cc::.amand of the Arab Legion from 1939 until 1956, vhen it became 
the Jordanian Army. 

3. 	In March 1981, only about 100 Palestinians remained iaprisoned in Jordan for po­
litical reasons, and none vas under a death sentence, according to the local sec­
tion of the International League for Hwaan Rights. 

4. 	In February, a Syrian c0111111ando arrested in Soueileh, near Amman, allegedly had 

been sent to assassinate Jordanian Prime Minister lbihir P~ran. 


5. 	The total traffic through 'Aqaba rose from 1.5 million tons in 1974 to more than 

5 million tons in 1979. 


6. 	Francois Rivier, "Croissance industrielle dans une economie assistee: le cas 
jordanien• [Industrial Growth in an Assisted Economy: the Jordanian Case), French 
Center for Study and Research on the Contemporary Middle East, Beirut, 1981, 227 pp. 
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