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SUCCESS OF POTASH PROJECT REPORTED 

London 8 ~ ·sin English 9 May 81 pp 22-23 

(Article by Steve Ross) 

[Text) Steve Ross reports on the success of the Arab Potash 
Company at the Red Sea. thanks to shrewd pre-planning five 
years ago. 

THL SO l ; fllfR:-.1 Ghor area of Jordan, shrewd ordering of prionucs when 
ncilr thl" N>nom end of the: Dead Sea, used av.·arding contracts and drawing up the 
to ~ ~r•rr~cly - inhahitcd wastelands. This, O\erall work schedule. Specifically. he cites 
the h•wc-l>t S('l't on earth. had Jiule fresh the decisions to build access roads. dykes 
'"atcr and almt>St no \'egctation. hs only and the residential township before 
inhahitants were Bedouin nomads who anything else. and to order equipment for 
wouiJ mtwc eao;t during the summer to the the refinery strai&htawa)·. 
wt>l nf the hill~ . Forcignen were rarely. if The American firm. Brown and Root. 
ever. 'cc:n. completed the first contract. roads and 

l'o~· the ;~rca t-ustlcs with activity. t.lykcs. in 1978. The second contr;~ct . for the 
lt•rric' roll hark and forth 24 hours ada\' . township. which al~ Maned three years 
Crane~. '"elder) and all the p;~raphernalia ~f a~o. il> now ncar!~ completed. huih by the 
<.ted c<~n\truction arc: in constant usc. There Shin Sung Corporation of South Korea. 
i~ a rcrm ... nc:nt community of expatriate '"ith design and consultanq hy 
cn~illccr' at the ~If-contained township of Gibh-Petermu:Ser (Athen' a~!>OCiates uf the 
the Aral> Potash Company (APC). whose UK firm, Sir Alexander Gibb & fanners). · 
extraction plant project hu brought By beginning work on the township early. 
c•>n'trurtion expcnisc from around the the APC was able to cut the on-site time of 
'loN:. all other contractors by providing them with 

Tht> Palestine Potash Works on the a«ommodation. 
l•racli side nf the ~~~ Jake have: been in Among the 10 remaining contracts. 
••rcr;~tton for as lung as most residents of George Wimpey International of Britain is 
the area ciln remc:mher. But the auc:mpt to constructing civil works - dykes and solar 
cxplo•t the Dead Sea's potassium chloride pans- for the potash enporation process. 
1111 the Jlm.lanian ~ide is relatively recent. with Alexander Gibb as consultants. Jaco~ 
Th~· APC' w:r~ furmcd in 195(> but for International of Pa~dcna and Dublin is in 
\';uu•u~ rc:a!'ons. includmg politics. Jay charge of proce~os design. commissioning 
t.lurmant until JIJ76. No'" it is going full and training for the refinery. Its !itedworks 
hJa,t and is expected to he prot.lucin~ arc being done by Vocst Alpine of Austria . 
commercially hy the second half of next Brown Bovcri has constructed an IIMW 
\'car .· power station. with the British firm. 
· The t ho1trman nf the APC"s hoard. Ali Hawker-Siddeley. providing. cahlinj!. 
Kha\:twnch. "') ~ with prit.lc that the pot.t'h utcnsions and suh·stations . Balfour Be:all) 
project ·~ ·progre~~ing r xactly accort.l•n!! to of Britain hu undcrtal..cn civil work~ for tl"· 
'chcduk in time and hudgc:t' . I fr credits the rcftncr)·. 
prnjccf' prnmptitude to prc:planning. f.Ktracting J'IClla~h starts with cullcctin!! 

salt hrinc at the: northern end of the Li,an 
peninsula. v.h.:ncc it flow~ aluntt the 

36 




m NISTER' S BRO~lER WOUNDED IN BEIRUT-It has been learned in Beirut that the 

brother of Bahraini Foreign Minister Shaykh Muha d ibn Mubarak. al-ICh.Ali!ah vas 

wounded last night when he was subjected to an assassination r.tteiiPt near 

al-Rawshah in Beirut. He was hit with three bullets and taken to the hospital. 

It has been learned that his wounds are not serious. [Text] [JNOS0809 Monte 

Carlo Radio Monte Carlo in Arabic 0800 GMT 5 Jun 81] 


SECURITY CORPOkAL KILLED--An official source at the Interior Ministry has 

s t atl!d that public security Cpl J\DII'ah Nafi' was attacked by unknown 

assailants and stabbed in the abdomen with a sharp instrument while on foot 

in Nanama's Al-Makhariqah District at 0200 on 2 June. He was wearing civilian 

clothes when the attack occurred. A police patrol found him lying on the 

ground in the same street. He was immediately taken to the hospital but 

was dead on arrival. The Interior Ministry, while deploring this ugly crime--the 

atta ck on a public security officer who was carrying out his duty--stresses that 

it will diligently pursue ~riminals and will punish them severely in order to 

deter the:n and those like them who may think of tampering with the country's 

security . [Text] [GF031256 Manama AKHBAR AL-KHALIJ in Arabic 3 Jun 81 p 1] 


NF.W EIJUCATIO~ HINISTER--Manama, 23 May (QNA)--His Highness Bahraini Amir Shaykh 

'Is a lhn Salman al Khalifah has issued a decree appointing Dr 'Ali Muhammad 

Fakhru educa tion minister in addition to his position as health minister. 

Reporting this today, Bahrain Radio said that Dr Fakhru is replacing the late 

Shaykh 'Abd al-'Aziz Ibn Muhammad al Khalifah, who passed away recently. 

[Tex t] [JN231755 Doha QNA in Arabic 1445 GMT 23 May 81] 
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pcni!NIIa's Wl·~tern l'd!(l." h•the hu~c.- {30 ~4 
l..m 1 \all p;m . In th". :tnd l~~>o prc: -rarnallite 
P·'"' ••I uccrc:a~inl! ~izc: Itc• all11~~o· for ~lower 
c:vaporallon a~ spc.:ill.: ~rOt\' IIY increa:r.es), 
the hrinc i~ n•ncentra ted h\' solar 
'-'''•'l" ' '·•twn . hnall~ 11 "''"'~ ir.io thrc.: 
carnallite pan~. from wh it·h the sludJc is 
colkch:d ltnd ~cnt to the rdiner.. Here:. 
thrllufth a cumrlc• thermu-c.hc:mical 
proce~!>. thl' puta~h is e'tracted and 
CO'l\l' rtcd Ill II~ fi n a lt·n~tall i ne form . 

After tr1al' . 'l'hcduled 111 ~tart at thl" end 
of I 'II! I. the pl;•nt will 'Iart producmg at 20 
per cent .:apal."lt\·. In the second \Car 1h1s 
"'ill go u;- to 70 . per cent. and in ihe third 
:o'l"ar 11 i~ e~pccll"d to opera II." at full CaJ"aCit~ 
of l .:!m tonne' ,,f pota~h a :-ear. Marketinl! 
ha\ alrc:ady hcen allotted to thrc:e firms: 
\\'nod" ard and D i.: l..er~on uf tht· l 'S. 
Mit,uhl\111 of JaJ"<~n and Enterpri,e< 
\linit' rc' 1:1 ChimltjUC'~ of france . 
1\h ;"a"neh t· ~pcct!i the cumpan~·~ 
produt'l' to hrin~t in · ahoul ~200m a :vc:ar'. 

cso: 4820/369 

I 
·At the end of February 1982. thc:re will 

not be: a !>inglc contractor ldt on the !>ite ." 
say!> Khasawneh. But for now the APC 
township is a transient expatriate 
community of foreign engineen; and their 
families, livins in air-conditioned comfort 
at a complex complete with sport5 centre. 
bank, clinic, post office and one of the 
hest-51ocked !>upermarket!> in Jordan . The 
contracton; have handed over 200 nut of 
350 of the cement-block houses, painted a 
durable dark beige and rc:markabh· 
luxurious inside. · 

The only hitch in the construction 
schedule is in the contract which has just 
started. to build a hospital . guest home and 
mosque . Shin Sung is 'running a t.it latt"' and 
will finish about a year behind schedule. 
according to Roger Harman . 
Gibt--Petermuller's resident engineer. 
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