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(Text] ' ' HANON S Ihrct rn.ll.oo people lute
r««Hlu».e«J a O—ffcn nnux of political
•wgannamvn* and alliances SHtren rehgi-
•*•» **«s and nearly -to political parties have
T-muvd miHc than 2t> separate armed
- .'»t»j» The complicated patternsof loyalty

»» il estraorihaarih difficult to Weep

l«.fc»»u»in"v rrc«ok-ni is Ehas Sarin, a
» fcft»t:an »[»,, j^ fcmaiaed m office mice

•""•• V*rk* n said to he backed by the
r>: nji«m ol Lebanese, hut he has no

organised support, no part> or militia.
Prime Minister Shafiq \s atten is bead of

Lebanon's Islamic Council. Hit cabinet

reflects ibe traditional "coofessjoaaT sys
tem which allocates administrative poti-
i*>m u>tommurjl groups according, lo Ibe
pattern laid do»n in Lebanon's National
t barter «>f l*M> Under this system the
Christian communities dominated the

administration, the judiciary and the arm*
Sarins government enjox* only limited

autrtoutv in Lebanon. for mat Uiumi

escrcne de facto political contr«>l met mou
of Ibe country. Where the gmernment
attempts to cmcrcisc its o»n authority it m
throueh the Lebanese National Army.
Lebanon's army largely disintegrated under
the pressures of the civil »ar m 1*J75-1«»76.
and thtv force under Victor khoory is a
product of the Army I_a» of i'»7<* which
aimed to create a strong, independent body
•-••>r»M*uhJe only lo ibe president and parh-
•MfcsiM, irtdik'.tion.lhcgovcinnwni can call
upoa the Deuaicmc Bureau. whwb came»
put certain policing functions

The most effective nationally-organised
lorcr is that of the Arab Deterrent Force,

established in IV7r». and no* largely com
posed of Syrian regular troop* The ADF

controls much of the tn* irons of Beirut, the

Bekaa Valley and Eastern Lebanon
Through the Higher Security Committee it
coordinates »rtn the forces of the Palesti
nian movement and those of the Lebanese

left. The ADF can call upon some 20.000

In the south a further esteraal force —

the UN Interim Foret m Lebanon (Umfil)
— pasv»ely patrols a 'neutral jooe"

Lebanon's political parties proper ca.—
divided into three group*: the organisations
of the Lebanese National Movement (the
LNM). those of the Lebanese Front and a
number of independent groups.

The LNM cUims to speak (or aU the peo
ple of Lebanon — it does not differentiate
on a confessional basis, although in practice
it draws its support largely from the poorer
layers of Lebanese society, and therefore
principally from Muslims.

The LNM originated in the loose coab-
ti«»n of socialist, communiil and Nasaera*

organisations formed under the Druse
leader. Kemal Jumbiatt, in 1969. and is

committed to economic and social reform
and to support for the Palestinian move
ment

In 1V72 the coalition achieved some elec

toral"success, andi m 1973 undertook its firrt
military oprraiionaagainst Lebanese army
units anacking Palestinian camps In l07^ •
formal alliance mas declared, announcing a
programme for reform-. This eaprcwrd

opposition to theconfessional sywem andto
the conduct of the admtnmration, judiciary
and army.

la 1976 a Central Political Commute*
was formed, beaded by JumMafl. andUter
that yearit started to lutve »uh the Palesti
nianorganisations Its executive committee
includes representatives of all the major
organisations of the LNM.
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the movement cooperates withthe Arah
Deterrent Force, and organises locally tn
West Beirut, the coastal cities and the
Bekaa Valley, those ,reasnot under nght-
•anj control Irs duly paper is Al Mama.
T»* LNM coordinates 13 organisations, of
*"*» *• "nost important are:

The Progressive Socialist Parts, formed
•» 1949. also under Jumbiatt The PSP
advocates Arab unity and a noo-marstst
form of socialism, bemg a member of the
Socialist International group of parliamen
tary parties.

Although a wealthy landowner. Jumbiatt
occupies a special place on the Lebanese
left, bemg the key figure m drawing
together the alliance On his death in 1977.
the PLO announced: -Jumbiaii'* death in
for us as terrible as that of Nasser.' He was
succeeded by his toe, Wahd.

The PSP experienced one serious set-
bach, when it failed lo coordinate Ms plan
ned National Front of Lebanese parties
wnh Syria in 1977. The PSP has an almost
exclusive following in and around Jumh-
Utts village of Mukhtara in the Shouf.
south of Beirut, and among the Dru/e
communities of the central mountains

The Independent Nasserisi Movement i»
poputarry known by the name of its armed
wing. Al Mourabitoun. which emerged in
I97S. The Mourabitoun organise under
Nasser's slogan of 'Freedom. Socialism.
Unity', and aim 'to provide charismatic
leadership — Nasscnsm is not dead Thcv
are strongest m Beirut, basing a large fol
lowmf among the poor of the Sunm Muslim
population The Mourabitoun leader r*
Ibrahim Olaylal.

The Synan Social Nationalist Party was
formed m 1932 as the Parti Popiilatrc
Syriea. The SSNP stands lor the unity ot
geographical Syria, including Palestine.
Jordan.Lebanon, today's state of Syria, and
Cyprus —'the FertileCrescent with Cyprus
as its star' The SSNP was made illegaldur
ing the 1940s and again mine 1960s aflera
(awed coup m |M6I. which led to years ol
intense repression.

its rather unusual development — draw,
mg on both nationalist and socialist tradi
tion*—also led the SSNP during ihc I95lk
into an alliance wiih CamiHc Chamoun'*

NIP against the Nasserisls The SSNP
emphasise* it* espre*sly secular politics:
•\\c fight confc**ionj|r*m — we are a HM)
per cent Li* n*"**-' •' draws it* members
Irom all section* ol the population, ha* ing a
laree number ol supportsrv in the

Phalange-dominated areas of Mount Leba
non, and a successful euhtary wing star as
action in the Metn mountains, within the
Phalange stronghold Its president is loam
Raad

The Lebanese Communist Party was
founded in 1932. Declared mcgal in the
mid-1950s, the LCP grew raptdfy .he,
re-acquiring legal status in 1970. Unlike
most communist parties in the Middle East,
the LCP engages in armed straggle. It has
substantial support outside Lebanan in
Tripoli.SkIooandTyre, andthoughmost of
the membership is Muslim, many hading
members are of Greek Orthodox origin.
The LCP ssecretarya George Hawi.and its
daily paper is Al SuU ("The Can*).

The Communist Action Organisation
was formed in 1970 by a merger of the
Organisation of Socialist Lebanese, ledby
Mohsen Ibrahim, amia group of indepen
dent socialists led by Fawwar Trabulsi.

The organisations of the Lebanese Front
aredominated by the Phalange, or Katacb.
which was formed in Noscmher 1936 under
the leadership of the Marantic business
man. Pierre Gemaycl. Ii was originally
known as Ihc Phalange Libanaises'. after
the Phalange or militiaunitsassociated with
European rightwing organisations in the
1930s.

The Phalange claims lo represent the
interests of the Christian community, and
°* per cent of its members arc Christian,
most of them Maronite. It argues for a
return to the system prevailing before the
cml war — Gemaycl describes the 1943
constitution which guaranteed Maronite
privileges as having been fashioned by
geniuses*.

The Phalange is adamandv opposed so
the presence of the Palestinians inLebanon.
Gcmaye! describes them as a fifth column'
Fighting under the slogan God. Family and
<ountry'. the Phalange regards itsdispute
**uh the PLO and the Lebanese left as 'a
^ruggle against international communism'.
It believes in the Phoenician destiny' of
Lebanon, seeing the Christian population
a* different from and essentially superior to
the Arabs of the region

Gemaycl. mm 74.a member of parlia
ment and an c»-president of Lebanon,
remains ihc political head of the Phalange.
Hi* wm. Bashir. i* its aggressive mililars
leader, commanding a well-trained mililia
•estimated a* being at least l?.iHXisiron->
•iinted and supplied principally by Israel.
Mr* eldest Mtn. Amm is also a leading
member like his father, he often went*
embarrassed ^ Bashir'* megalomania*
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The Phalange controls the Maronite
enclave occupying most of ibe northerl*
Mount Lebanon area Its headquarters arc
at Joumvh.

TV National Liberal Party. Al Abrar. is
led h* a Maronite lawyer and businessman.
Camille Chamoun. It was founded in the
mid-1940s after Chamoun broke trom

Raymond Edde's Constitutional Bloc
Chamoun seeks an alliance with 'whoever

allows the Christian* lo rule' The NLP is

committed to 'bringing the Palestinians to
heel" and distributing' them among the
Arab states. It wants'a state based on Chris

tian democracy*.
The NLP has long opposed Ibe Syrian

presence in Lebanon and is an especially
vocal supporter of Haddad*s Christian
enclave in the south. The Chamoun family's
traditional base was among the Maronite
population of the town of Damour and the
coastal area of the Shouf. south of Beirut.

The Zgborta Liberation Army of Sulei
man Franjieh draws upon traditional sup
port m and around Ibe northern lown of
Zgborta Franjieh was president of Leba
non during the civil war Though he has
cooperated with the other nghtwing organ-
rsations. Franjieh has opposed Phalange
plans for the partition of Lebanon and for
collaboration with Israel. He enjoys good
relations with Syria.

In January 1976 the organisations of the
right formed a Front for Liberty and Man.
and two month* later announced the forma

tion of the Lebanese Front (LF). creating a
unified command, and declaring a general
mobdtsation of all Lebanon's Maronites.

The LP was based upon the Phalange, the
N'. P ot Chamoun. and Suleiman's Zghorta
l.tb«. ration Arm*. It also included the smal!

Maronite Order of Monks under Father

Sharhrl Qa«*is. the Guardians of the Cedars
under f'uad Chemali and blian Saqr. and
the Maronite League of Shakr Abu Slci-
man

The organrsations of the LF cooperated
militant* during the civil war. when it was
estimated that their joint hacking from
Israel reached some SlOOm. but by 197K
the alliance had begun to break up In May
l*»TR Franjieh's ZLA withdrew, and one
month later members of Franjieh > family
and JO supporters were killed by the
Phjlange in the first of a series of incidents
that led to a bloods tendetta In I97K and

repeatedly in I'imj Phalange and NLP
f'ghtcrs also clashed in open battles over
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territorial control within their Maronite
enclave. By 19111 the Phalange bed estab
lished it* hegemony over the rightist forces.

Todav the nominal president of the
Lebanese Front r* Camille Chamoun. but
real power bes wiih the commander of the
unified miliur* win,. Bashir Gcmavcl

An undeclared wing of the Lebanese
Front is the militia of Saad Haddad llad-
dad — a major in the Lebanese Army dur
ing the Civilwar — declared a 'State of Free
Lebanon' in Ihc area of Ihc south bordering
Israel, carrying with him a large section of
regular Maronite troops. After the invasion
of I97K Israel put it* 'security belt' under
Haddad's control. This enclave is now
thoroughly integrated into Israel economi
cally. and is de facto a military extension of
Israel northwards into Lebanon.

Although a participant in ihc Joint
Committee for Military Cooperation, along
with the PLO. the LNM and ADF. Amal.
'Hope', is a distinct mosement. It is sup
ported by many of the Shi.tr Muslim popu
lation, and has replaced the traditional
Shiite leaders like rscmal Assad, with the
backing of the clergy of the Shine Higher
Council

Amal has enjoyed a swift rise to its pres
ent prominence. It was founded by Imam
Musa Sadr on the basis of his Movement of
the Deprived, whichexpressed the growing
resentment of the many Shines from South
1-ebanon who have traditionally been the
most underprivileged in Lebanese society.
Sadr. who had come to Lebanon from Iran
m I9S7. disappeared in mysterious circum
stances in 1978. Assuring his'return' is still
a priority for Amal. whose present leader is
the lawyer N'ahih Bern

Amal was formed with the support of the
Syrians, the LNM and the Palestinian
movement, but today Amal. mistrusting its
secularism and socialist ideals, distances
itself from the left. Although AmaTs char
ter declares a formal support for the Pales
tinians and militant opposition lo Israel.
Sadr insisted to the FLO'S Yasser Arafat
that Jerusalem will be liberated only at the
hands of believers*. During the civil war
Amal played no military role.

Today Amal has some thousands of men
under arms, especially in the south and
among the 300.000 displaced Shhtes of
south and west Beirut. There have been
many clashes with the PLO and Lebanese
left, which have encouraged both the
Israelis and Ihc Lebanese right to look lor
agreements with Amal on the basis of a
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I to the partitKMMag of
Lebanon on a confessional basis.

Fitting into none of these categories, the
small astasias of the traditional Sunm Mus

lim leaders are of some significance They
represent the continuing influence ol rural
landowners who until the civil war headed
the official organisations of the Sunn, com
munity. Mo* ""vwincnt are the Reform
Pioneers of Sacb SaUm. and the support*- r*
of Rash id Kara mi

V.hen tull* mobilised it is estimated that

Ibe Lebanese militias, together with those
of ihc Palestinun moscment. are able to
rattysome 100.000 fighters —one (or e**-ry
*utof the Lebanese population
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