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EXAMINATION OF POLITICAL FACTIONS

[Text] !! BANONS threr milhion people have
Poendun

xed 3 complen mosaic of pohtical
sresanations and allkances Siicen relig-
s vt and acarh 30 political parties have
srreamcd mare than 20 separate armed
= tn The complcated pattcrns of los alny
Tos # ovtteondmonh diffwult 10 heep
reant of poditnal doesclopmants

Lobumm’s prosadent s Elus Sarkes. 2

¢ Rrniian whe has remamed m office snce
SPr Sarke i sand 1o be hacked by the
- mawnny” ol Lebanese. but he has no

support. no party of militia.

Prime Miansicr Shafig Wazzen is head of
Lehanon’s blamic Counal. His cabinet
reflects the wadiwonal “confessional sys-
icm. which alkwates admmnnirative posi-
e 1o communal proups according to the
pottcra kid dvwn in Lebanon's National
Charier of 1943 Under ths system the
Chrntian  communitics Jominated the

| admnntration. the judician and the armws

Sarki s government eajovs onh haited
authonty i Lebanoa. for mal tacnons
cxcrcine de facto political contraed on ot most
of the country. Where the gmernment
atiempts 10 exercie its own authonty it s
through the Lebanese Nanonal Army.
Lebanon’s army largely disintegrated under
the pressures of the civil war in 1975-1970.
and this force under Victor Khoury s 2
product of the Army Law of 1979 which
aimed 1o create 2 strong. independaent body
-~spoasible only 10 1he president and parh-
ama st In sddhon. the government can call
vpon the Devaidme Burcau. whwh carnes
out ceriain pohang fuactions

The most effective patmnalh -organsed
force s that of the Arab Detcrremt Force.
cstabinhed wn 1976, and now largeh com-
pomed of Synian regular troops The ADF
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controls much of 1the enviroas of Bewut. the
Bekaa Valley and Eastern Lebasoa
Through the Higher Secunty Commutiee it
coordinates with the forces of the Palesti-
nian movemen! and those of the Lebanese
lefi. The ADF can call upoa some 20.000
mca.

In the south a further external force —
&cUNmFW-I.MlM)

divided into three groups: the organnsations
of the Lebanese National Movement (the
LNM). those of the Lebancse Froat and 2
number of i groups.

The LNM claims to speak for all the peo-
pie of Lebanon — it does not dufferentiate
oa a confcssional basis, although in practice
it draws its support largely from the poorer
layers of Lebanese society. aad therefore
prncipally from Muslims.

The LNM originaied in the loose coali-
twa of socialist, communist and Nassens:
organisations formed under the Druze
leader. Kemal Jumblatt. in 1969, and s
commitied to economic and social reform
and to support for the Palestinian move-
ment.

In 1972 the coalition achicved some elec-
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formal alhance was declared, anavuncing 3
‘programme for reform’. This eaprewed
Opposition 10 the confessional sysicm and 10
the conduct of the admumntration. judican
and army.

In 1976 a Central Pulitical Commutice
was formed. beaded by Jumblatt. and later
that year it started 10 hamc with the Palesti-
nian organisstions. Its eaccutive commitice
includes representatives of all the major
organisations of the LNM.
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The movement cooperates with the Arab
and

Deterrent Fosce, organuses Jocally n
West Beirut, the coastal cities and the
Bekaa Valley, those areas not under right-
wiag coatrol. Its daily paper s Al Wasan.
mwumn«,md
Mmmwm;

mwmrmy.hwd
in 1949, alo under Jumbistr. The PSP
ma&-&,“.m-mm
lnr-utmcinh-,hi-‘l-e-hﬂdmc
mmmam
tary parties.

Alhough 2 wealthy landowner. Jumblan
o<cupies 2 special place on the Lehancese
lefi. beng the Lhey figure in drawing
wigether the allhance. On hes death i 1977,
the PLO announced: “Jumblair's death n
for us as iernble as that of Nasser.” He was

exclusive following in and around Jumbh-
latt's village of Mukhtara n the Shouf.
south of Beirut. and among the Drure
communities of the contral mountains

‘ihe Independent Nasserist Mosement is
popularly known by the name of its armed
wing. Al Mourabitoun. which emerged in
1975. The Mourabitoun organise under
Nasser's slogan of “Frecdom. Socalism.
Umity’. and aim “10 proside charismatic
leadership — Nawernm » not dead Thes
are strongest in Bewut. having a large fol-
lowing among the poor of the Sunm Mushm
population. The Mourabuoun lcader
Ibrahim Qiaylat.

The Synan Social Navonahst Party was
formed in 1932 as the Pamn
Syrien. The SSNP stands for the unity ot
jeographical Syria. including Palesting.
Jordan. Lebanon. today s state of Syna. and
Cyprus —“the Fertile Crescent with Cyprus
asits star’. The SSNP was made illegal dur-
mg the 1940y and agan v the 1960s aficr a
fasied coup in 1961, which led to vean ot
micmic FCpression.

Its rather unusual development — draw -
mg on both natwonalnt and sucialist 1rads-
nons — alio led the SSNP during the 1956
mnto an allance with Camille Chamoun'~
NLP agaomst the Nasswornis The SSNP
emphuasees 1 oapresly seeular politics:
Wy fight confossionalnm — we are a 100

por eent by porty .’ I draws its members
trom all sections of the population. has nga
large numbir of supporices in the

the MHMMM"
members are of Greek Orhodox origin.
The LCP ssecretary is George Hawi, and its
daily paper is Al Nida ("The Cail').

The Communist Actioa i

Organisation of Socialist Lebanese, led by
Mohsen Ibrahim, and a group of indepen-
dent socialists led by Fawwaz Trabulsi.

The organisations of the Lebanese From
are dominated by the Phalange, or Katach,
which was formed in November 1936 under
the leadership of the Maronite business-
man. Pierre Gemayel. It was originally
known as the “Phalange Libanaises’, after
the Phalange or militia units associated with
E?ns.m rightwing organisations in the
19

The Phalange claims 10 represent the
interests of the Christian community. and
96 per cent of its members are Christian,
most of them Maronite. It argues for a
retum 1o the system prevailing before the
civil war — Gemayel describes the 194
consinution which guaraniced Maronite
prvikeges as having been “fashioned by
grniusey’.

The Phalange is asdamantly opposed 10
the presence of the Palestinians in Lebanon.
Gemayel describes them as*a fifth column’.
Fighuing under the slogan*God. Family and
Country’. the its dispute
LI o T e
Mruggle against international communism’.
Ii belicves in 1he “Phoenician destiny” of
Lehanon. secing the Christian population
o dhifferent from and cwentially superior 1o
the Arabs of the region.

Gemaycl. now 74, 2 member of parha-
mcat and an ex-presaemt of Lebanon.
remans the political bead of the Phalange.
Hr won. Bashur. s iy aggresive mibtan
kader. commanding 2 well-trained malitia
fostimaied as bomng at keast 12,000 sirong ).
Armcd and suppind prncipally by Isracl,
Hr cldest son. Amin. s sl 2 keading
member. Like b father, be ofien wems
vmbartasscd b Bashir's megakomanio
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The Phalange comtrobs the Maromne
vnclave occuming most of the northerly
Mount Lebanoa arca. s headguariers are
a Jounwh.

The Natwnal Liberal Partv, Al Ahrar. s
led by a Maromte lawyer and businessman,
Camille Chamoun. It was founded in the
mid-1930% afticr Chamoun broke from
Raymond Edde’s Conmstnutional Bloc
Chamoun sceks an alliance with *whoever
allows the Chrintians to rule’. The NLP is
commutied to "bringing the Palestinians to
heel and “dninbuting’ them among the
Arab states. It wanits astate based on Chris-
ntan democracy’.

The NLP has long opposed the Syrian
presence in Lebanon and is an especially
socal supporter of Haddad's Chnsuan
enclave in the south. The Chamoun family's
tradional base was among the Maronite
population of the town of Damour and the
coastal arca of the Shouf. south of Beirut.

The Zghorna Liberation Army of Sulei-
man Franpeh draws upon traditional sup-
port m and around the northern town of
Zghorta Franpich was president of Leba-
non duning the enil war. Though he has
cvoperated with the other nghiwing organ-
rabons, Franpch has opponed Phalange
plans for the partinion of Lebanon and for
collaboration with lsrael. He enjoys good
relations with Syria.

In January 1976 the organisations of the
nght formed a Front for Liberty and Man,
and mo months later announced the forma-
ten of the Lebanese From (LF). creating a
vmficd command. and declaring a general
mobslation of all Lebanon's Maronites.
The LP was based upon the Phalange. the
N!LP of Chamoun. and Suleiman’s Zghorta
Liby ration Army. It abso included the smal!
Maronite Order of Monks under Father
Sharbe) Qaswis. the Guardians of the Cedars
under Fuad Chemah and Enan Saqr. and
the Maromte League of Shakr Abu Slei-
man

The organnations of the LF cooperated
mulitands during the civil war, when it was
cstmated that their joint backirg from
Iacl reached some $100m, but by 1978
the alhance had begun (o break up In May
1978 Franpch's ZLA withdrew, and one
memih later memburs of Franpeh's family
and 30 supporiers werc hilled by the
Phalange i the first of a senes of incidents
that ledd 1 3 bloudy vendutta In 1975 and
repeatediy an 190 Phalange and NLP
frghters abor clashed i open battles over

werntorial control within thewr  Maronite
enclave. By 198] the Phalange had evtab-
Inhed its hegemony over the nghtist forces.

Todav the nomuinal president of the
Lebanew Front w Camille Chamoun. but
teal power hes with the commander of the
umficd military wing, Bashir Gemavel

An undeclared wing of the Lebanew
Froat is the mihitia of Sasd Haddsd Had-
dad — a mapor in the Lebanose Army dur-
ing the civil war — duclared a*State of Free
Lebanon’ in the arca of the wuth bordering
Israel. carnying with him a large sectom of
regular Maromite troops. After the invasion
of 1978 Isracl put ns “secunty bel” under
Haddad's control. This enclave n now
thoroughly integrated into Isracl cconoms-
cally, and is de facto a military exicnsion of
Israel northwards into Lebanon.

Although a participant in the Joimt
Committec for Military Couperation. along
with the PLO. the LNM and ADF. Amal,
*Hope'. is a distinct movement. It is sup-
poricd by many of the Shiite Muslim popu-
lation, and has replaced the iraditional
Shiite leaders like Kemal Assad. with the
backing of the clergy of the Shiite Higher
Counail

Amal has enjoyed a swift rise to its pres-
ent prominence. It was founded by Imam
Musa Sadr on the basis of his Movement of
the Deprived. which expressed the growing
resentment of the many Shiites from South
Lebanon who have traditionally been the
most underprivileged in Lebanese society.
Sadr. who had come 10 Lebanoen from Iran
m 1957, disappeared in mysterious cifrcum-
stances in 1978. Assuring his “return’ is still
a priority for Amal. whose present leader s
the lawyer Nabih Berri

Amal was formed with the support of the
Synians, the LNM and the Palestiman -
movement. but today Amal. mistrusting its
secularism and socialist ideals. distances
nself from the left. Although Amal's char-
ter declares a formal suppon for the Pales-
tinians and militant opposition 10 Iwracl.
Sadr insisted to the PLO's Yasser Aralat
that * Jerusalem will be liberated onl a1 the
hands of believers’. During the civil war
Amul played no military role.

Today Amal has some thousands of men
under arms, especially in the south and
among the 300.000 duplaced Shites of
south and west Beirut. There have been
many clashes with the PLO and Lebanese
lefi, which have ed both the
Israelis and the Lebanese right 10 ook for
agrecements with Amal on 1he basis of a
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commoa commitment 10 the partibomng of
Lebanon on 3 confessional bass.

Fitting into none of these categones. the
small militias of the traditional Sunm Mus-
lim leaders are of some significance. Thay
represent the continuiag influence of rural
landowners who until the civil war headed
the official organisations of the Sunm com-
munity. Mos. ~~minent ane the Reform
Pioncers of Sacb Salam. and the supporicns
of Rashid Karami.

When fully mobalised 1t » estimaied that
the Lebancse mlitias. together with thane
of the Palestinian movement. are able o
ralh some 100.000 fighters — one for even
At of the Lehancse population
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