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JOINT ACTION OM NILE BASIN DISCUSSED 

Cairo AL-AIIRAM in Arabic 25 Jul 80 p 18 

[Article by Ahlud Nafi' : "Egypt: \/hat la Extent of Ita Naad for Fr..h Water or 
What la Truly Called 20th Century Oil? Truth of Ethiopb 'a Poaition and Extent 
of Ita Cooper-cion With Hila kain Countriea; \/hat la Poaition of Nile kain 
Countri.. in Face of Firat Practical Taot for Setting Nile kain Authority and 
Toward Tranafar of Technology in Sphere of Water Raaourceo; Preparation of Joint 
Plana To Regain Loat Raaourcaa end To Extend Study on !quatorbl Lakea for 2 
Hore Yaara7") 

[Text I The Nile baoin countriu have agreed on a nev phaae of cooperation which 
haa 1t1 aoal and ita aean1. The coal ia to asree on plan~ for the nine countriu 
over whooe lando the river opraado ito power--plana which theoe countriao vill 
iaple•nt for the good of their paoplu . The aeana in the praaant phaaa ia to 
coaplate the hydrOOI&teorological atudiaa on the equatorial lakea baain. Theae 
are the otudieo which the Nile b&lin countrlu otarted in Ausuat 1967 in tvo 
phaaaa, the aecond of which vill end vith the end of thla year. 

Thia ogreement eabodiea a nev atep in a pioneer vork adopted by all the countrieo 
overlooktna the ••• river. Thi1 vork haa c.o.e •• a reault of the inereaaed aware­
neaa of the iaportance of cooperation aaona the Nile c:ountriea to reali1e the 
aaxlm1111 advantage posoibla fr001 the reoourceo of the river for the benefit of all 
the countriea concerned. The aareement haa a lao cot~e aa a natural re1ult of the 
yearo that have vitneooed for the firot tt- cooperation aaong techniciAn& fr001 
varioua countrieo in united atudieo to control the river water and to prepare for 
regaining the raaourceo loot in the upper equatorial areaa. 

Thia agr..•nt vao reached in an extraordinary aeet1ng held by the Technical Com­
mittee in charge of the project for the otudieo on the equatorial lakeo b&oin. 
Thio extraordinary aeeting vao held in Cairo on 9 and 10 July becauoe the oecond 
phaoe of the project endo next oac..ber. Thia hao aade it neca..ary to determine 
the future of the project and to decide on the idea prevalent aaona the part1u 
concerned, naaely the idea of oetting up a Hila basin authority aWlar to the 
Joint Egyptian-Sudaneae Co-ittee for the Hila Water. 

At thio -tJng, which vas attended by rapraaentat1vea of all tha Hila balin coun­
trt.. , includin& Ethiopia, several house varo decided, tho aoot iaportant beina: 
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Firat, extead work in the project for 2 .,re yura, beginnina in January 1981. 
One of the aoale of thia phau 1a to t.prove v, ~Hic:aUon of the -aaureeenta 
-de by the "-t-Uc:al ..,del" aet up to -.sure dratuae in any part of the 
equatorial lekea by satherins 80re data, by traint,. the ensioeera of the c:oun­
triea invol.....t in the project on the ~d and by c:ontimdns the atudiea on the 
(vater) atorap syat- and potentiale. 

'Abd-al-lladi' Abu-al-lluda, an E&Yptian ensineer, has been chosen director for 
the first year of the extended period of the project. (loahijia), a Tanzanian 
ensineer, vill be in charge of -nagin& the project in the aec:ood year. 

Second, urse the Nile basin countries to define their position in principle vis­
a-vis the idu of aetttna up a technical aathority Cor the Bile basin countries. 
It vas d~ fit to decide on the idea in principle before eabarking on the de­
tails and on dravins up the agree-..t c:oac:emin& thia idea. 

Third, the Technical eo-ittee has proposed that the project 'a goals after the 
2-year extension be the follovina: 

A. Continue gatberin& snd analyztns data, atorase studies and national plans 
for exploitatioo of the vater resources. 

B. Transfer technology in the apbere of water reaourcea, inc.ludins undet:ground 
vater resources. to all of the baain'a countries. 

By analyzing these dec:iaions. it beco-.es evident that there 1a full conviction on 
the need to extend the duration of the project which was .ativated by the inter­
eat of the Nile basin countries in agricultural expansion aa a .eans to raise the 
living standard of their peoples. It also bec:a.ea evident that there is .,re than 
just a feeling of satisfaction vith the results realized so far and with the goals 
set for the c:oaing phase, -ly exploitins all of the Mile's resourc:es--forelDOst 
of which is regaining the resources lost to the awaaps spread throughout the equa­
torial areas. The specific: loss eatiaated ao far (a loaa occurring in Sudan's 
territories) has been calculated at 36 billion cubic 'lleters (annually), not to 
mention other losses that have not been calculated so far due to factora beyond 
the control of the technicians. Despite this, the outca.e of the Cairo aeetlng 
is considered a practical tut for the intentions of all the Nile basin countries, 
especially those of Ethiopia because Ethiopia has to decide right avay the extent 
of ita readiness to march forward vith the other countries toward setting up a Nile 
baain authority to utilize and use to advantage all of the river's resources. The 
other countries called upon to take part in the joint action in thia sphere are: 
EttYPt, Sudan, Uganda, Kenya, Rwanda, Burundi, Tanzania and Zaire. 

When ve single out Ethiopia in particular to this regard, ve do not do ao out. of 
bias or out of unfairness but because Ethiopia ia the only country that has come 
up with feeble excuses to disavow the interrutional agre~ent:.a on the Nile River 
and to deny the gained rights of one of the river basin's countries. Ethiopia's 
latest attempts in this regard have been ita stat_,ta tha;t Egypt has conveyed 
the river vater to the Sinai without c:onaultin& its partners in the river, More­
over, Ethiopia has procrastinated for yurs in joinin& the Tec:hoic:al C.-ittee 
for the present studies on the upper equatorial lakes. It vaa finally compelled 
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to joill the otlw:r countries on the baatn as an obaerver juat to keep abreast, it 
..-. vlth the ongoina ne&otiations. For these reasons, the parties concerned 
familiarized the Ethiopian delegation during its presence in C.iro vitb Egyp~'s 
current and future projects. D-~rina its stay, the Ethiopb.n delegation also 
Yidted the canal 3rea and sav the old .and nev culverts carrying Egypt '• ahara 
of the Rile ~ter to the Sinai la.nds. The delegation vas even fa•iliariz:ed vith 
Egypt 'a real abare vhith 1a hardly enough for Egypt and aav bov Egypt re-uau 
drainage vatar after •ixing it vith fresh vater. 

llatio..al Plana for !:J<ploitation of Rile 

Therefore, it is true that the decisions represent a practical teat for t.he inten­
tion& of each state · . . · ~ause the Nile COLmtries ar~ now required to prep'!.re a 
national plan for exploi ting their vater r e source.s.. These plan.:t are c.losely li.Dlted 
vith the projects for th~ full exploitation of the Nile vaters ana th~y all repre­
sent. inseparable links 1n one chain. The vater resources include. naturally, the 
natural rivers, rainwater and underground water.. All of these are ele.ents Which 
ultt.&tely dete.-ine the need for ..jor i rrigatioo projects, the site of such 
projects and the extent of the projects' effects on the countries' relations with 
ooe another • the extent of the advantage taken of such projects and the method of 
operating the projects. 

For exaaple. the needs of the cotmtriea of £a.st Africa are different froa. those 
of E&Ypt. and Sudan. The East African countries are in dire need of ene-rgy vhicb 
c.an be generated through the construction of a da• on Lake Mobutu (Lake Albert 
fomerly). The conatruction of such a dam aeell8 necessary to realize the desired 
benefit froa aeveral vater control projects on the Nile River, including the pio­
neer project being currently i•ple...,nted by Egypt and Sudan in al-Sudud [oaa.) 
area in southem Sudan through opening the canal ~nown as the Jongli Canal. 

In its first phase, vhich vill end in 1984, this project vill save 4-~ billion 
cubic meters of water wasted in t~~ area of plant o b structions. In the second 
phaae this vater voluae vill be doubled, provided tiTat the Albert (Mobutu) da. 
be built to regulate the flov of vater in quantities compatible vith the canal's 
capacity. Thia means that Egypt and Sudan vant vater to be stored in Lake Hobutu 
to secure a steady vater flow fro• Uganda's lakes (the upper sources) to Bahr 
al-Jabal and then to the White Nile in Sudan. 

1bus, the river countries meet on the need for drawing up joint plans to exploit 
the river re.sources in a manner that yields varied benefits to each of these 
countries. It · aJSt be acknowledged that all the Nile River countries are in need 
of ita hidden resources. But the kind differs fro. one locat.ion to another.. For 
exaaaple, the countries flooded by tropical rains for more than 6 1110ntha a year do 
not need to store water for lean years. keepin& in -aind that the cost of vater 
atorAae projects ia enon10us. However. these countrie9 •ay M in need of elec­
tricity. Conaequently. it becoates vital that aaree.ent be reached on the typea 
o( projects that realize the goals of the Nile basin countries, despite the 
difference in these goals. The way to achieve this ia •ultlslded joint action 
u.ing various aeana. 
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Preaerdn& Natural Resource. 

•tbla leads us to tbe 18.,e of explalain& tbe 1Dcreaeed ueed for freah vater 1D 
evouy pan of tbe vorld, C01l8ider1n& that fr..h -ter 18 the coroentone in any 
aartcultural or induatrial pro,re... Freah -ter, in tbe vords of Engineer 
ltu'-d 'Abd-al-Badi s-hah, the aoiniater of irriaatioo, vill poae tbe -st 
serf.ouJI crids in r_•tural resources in the lut decade of the 20t:h century. 
u of thia ti-, freab -ter 18 the oil of the 20th century. 

tbia 18 wh~ the •iniater of irriaatiDD believes that !&;ypt 1a facin& at present 
and vill face in tbe fucure a beaVJ burden t:o preserve ita natural reaourcea, 
the -st i"PPrtant of wich 1a freab -tar. E&Jpt -t coofront vith all ita 
capabilities 1D tbe vartoua spheres •Y attellpts to reduce any part of thia re­
aource, reaardless of hov -ger. Egypt 1a a deaert country in vldcb there 1a 
allmst 110 rai,.,.ter. Moreover, the underground -:er wich Egypt contalna and 
which is econo.ically usable for varioua purposes is liaited in volume. There­
fore, any expanaion in agriculture, driDldng or 1Ddustry dependa funda-ntally 
on tbe Wile ltiver waters which God baa given Egypt and ita people as a bless1Dg. 
Throughout our long history, tbe Nile hu continued to carry a vastly abundant 
-altb betveen its banks and Egypt ovea ita existence aud ita entity to this 
great river. There isn't in the entire vorld a country vhose life depends on a 
river aa Egypt's life dependa on tbe Nile liver ,.tara. 

This fact has been firely established in the ainda of Egyptians a1Dce the begin­
ning of t-. aaya Engineer s...hah, one of the -n of tbe fourth generation of 
Egyptians vho have been vorkln& to control the river and vbo have turned it into 
..,..,thin& like an ucetic vho &lidea quietly and vho dea1ree nothinc 110re than a 
euatenance froa -life. After be1D& uncontrollable aud 1Dcl1Ded toward flooding 
here and there and destroyin& land, crop and life, -jor eugin-ring vorka have 
been carried out to harnus this river. Mina built the river'a northern brid&• 
to •ecure the country's safety and to preacrve the civilization of the deep­
rooted Eaypt.ian people. then Mina's successors c- and bullt.: claaa, barrages 
and storage vorks to preserve billiona of cubic -tera of the river's golden 
vat.:era vhicb used to flow into the aea. Thus, the EOPtians have continued to 
live in a long and hard struggle to t- tbe river and to exploit it properly and 
the Nile baa cont1Dued to be a vast sphere in which Egyptian engineering an hu 
roa.:d, innovated and created to aave the river's civUizat.ioo frca drovnlng and 
destruction and to build on the river's gates 1-'abir) the -t ancient civiliza­
tion known to the vorld generation after aenerattoa. 

Egypt • a Rights to Mile Waters 

Within the fra~~ework. of tlw aerioua and purposeful effort& t:o preserve every drop 
of the river's water and to develop ita resources, the !gyptiana started to con­
tact tbe fraternal countries on the Nile basin to agree on the ideal -thod for 
exploitin& and developing the vatera of this areat riwar in the interest of all 
the Nile basin countries. On 15 Kay 1902, an agre--t vas concluded between 
Britain and Ethiopia on the d-rcation of the Ethiopian-SudaneH borders. Even 
thouall the treaty vas intended fun~tally for stabilizing the borders between 
the two countries, it did, however, include a pled&e on the part of the Ethiopian 

http:govern-.nt


ltina not to iasue aay orden or pe..it the bsuaoce of any orden reaardin& any 
works on the llue IIUe, Tan& Lalte or (al-Subat) liver that could obstruct the 
flov of their vatera into the llile llher uDleu the Sudanese aovenuoent approves 
such vorks in advance. In 1929, a IIlla vatar aara.-ent vas concluded to control 
the UN of the river vater in Sudan so that such use -Y not affect E&Ypt'a pined 
right and natural rl&ht to the liUe -ters. The aar..-t contained a1tual 
aaaurancea, to which Britain ¥as a party, that no 1rr1Jatioa. or pover-generatin& 
projects would be set up without ~o -·tor agre-nt vith the Egyptian govem.eot. 

Io 1949, the Egyptian goven-eut bepo to think of i8pl-ntiog the projects coo­
._ nec:ted vith ita -ter policy vhich had been fora.lated in 1933, including the 

country's agricultural exp.ndoo proana until 1953, within the Halts of the 
additicn.l storage vater produced by elevating the Asvao 0.. for the second ti-, 
conatructlon of Jabal al-Avliya' Daa and continuoua ac.oTa&e in the equatorial 
lakea. As a reault of the Ugandan aovern.ent'a consideration of exploiting the 
Victoria waterfalls on the Nile River to aenerate paver by buildin& a da.a for 
thia purpose, the Egyptian govern-eat thouaht of turning toward vater storage in 
Lalte Victoria and coordinatin& the two cou.ntriu' intereata in t.bis regard. 
lleaotiations vere held for Egypt's participation in thia important project frooo 
the start iD teras of design, construction and operation of the daa after ita co.­
pletioo, vith participation in the dati's coats and its annual operation costa in 
view of the e~n benefit ac:cruing to both countries. A&reeaent vas actually 
reached to build this d.. near Oven waterfalls so as to benefit froa the constant 
vater storage in Lake Victoria and to fora a reserve in the lake for Egypt's bene­
fit. AgreesoeDt vas also reached to send Egyptian engineers to the dam site to 
take part vith the Oaaodan officials in supervising operation of the da.a to real­
he the iotereata of both Egypt and Uganda. This vital accooopliat.ent 1s still 
aerving the purpose for which it vas coa.tructed through cooperation between the 
E&yptlao and Uaaodan technicians. 

Within the fraaevork of these various agree.ents, major works have been built on 
the Nile River outside Egypt's borden. Sannar Dam vas built on the Blue NilA 
in 1935 to serve Sudan. Jabal al-Avl1ya' Da• -s bullt in 1937 in the interest 
of aum.er cultivation in Egypt. considering that annual atora~e ln this daa 
&JIOuata to nearly ) .. .5 billion cubic aetera.. However, all t hese agreement a do 
not .eet Egypt'• needs to exploit ita hiatorlcal and ~~ural right to ~he Nile 
River vatera. Thia is vhy ESYpt concluded vlth t:,_..: fraternal Sudan on 18 Hay 
1959 an agre_,t for the full utiliution of the river -ters. Under the canopy 
of tb1a agre-ent, projects vere built to control the river and to divide its 
benefits between the two countries. In accordance vith this agreeaent, Egypt 
built the High Da• near Asvao and Sudan built Al-Rusayris Dam on the Blue Nile. 
The agreeDent also provided for Sudan to construct any other works which it de... 
necessary for it to exploit its share of the waters, including the Jongli Canal 
vhich is beiD& built at present. 

This agree.~~ent, in accordance vith which the Joint Egyptian-Sudanese Technical 
Authority for the Nile River Waters vas formed, constituted the beginning for 
aareeJMnt vith the countries overlooltin& the equatorial lakes plateau to coope­
rate vitb the Ull Ccvelopeent Prosr•• by settiog up the Technical Committee for 
conductin& hydr..eteorological studies oo the equatorial lakes baaio. The vork 
of this c.-ittee has developed in a -nner that heralds fonaation of a techni­
cal authority for the llile basin countries. 
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The only ~hina lacking for ~be creation« ~bt. autbori~ is tbe political deci­
sioa ~ba~ vill enable 1t to start i~s studies for iarplaoentiag tbe ujor pro­
jects in ll&bt of the exlatiag aDd fu~ure studies. 

Iaitlal Projecu of eo-a Intereat 

Thera is a se-1-agre~nt in principle on the projects vboae iaplementation is 
urcent, locludla&: 

Use of the ~quatorlal lakes aa larce s~orace sites tbat resulate ~he vol.,... of 
water floviag fr- u... so aa to aake the vater inflov into Sud.n, iacludiag 
ruoov•r, constant and as close to tbe averaae aa poaaible. 

Raise the capacity of Bahr al-.Jabal in Southern Sudan. 

Establish partial storage in Bahr al-Ghaz.al baaia ia Southern Sudan. 

Build storage facilities ia al-Subat River basia and loolt for storage [sites) in 
the upper Blue Nile River ia Ethiopia. 

Generally, the initial estiutes of tbe waters tbat can be supplied-estlaated 
near Asvan-after the construction of sc.e of these projects amounts to nearly 
18 billion cubic -ters of vater which vill be divided equally between Egypt and 
Sudan. These projects, vbose initial construct.ioo costs are estimated at 700 
ailllon pounds, vill save nearly 7 billion cubic meters of water lost in the ob­
atructiOM area between .Jongli and Kalakal, a siailar quantity of water lost in 
Bahr al-Gbazal basia and 4 billion cubic -ters loat in Kashar sva-.ps. This con­
cerns tbe water projects that can be exploited in the area of the equatorial pla­
teau and down to Sudan only. The costa do not include those of the other projects 
connected vitb these storage projects, such as the projects to exploit the water­
falls in the interest of all nine cour:trie•. 

Inevitability of Cooperation for e-n Goal 

In this regard, Engineer Saubah aays tbat it is evident that reachiag the goal 
of controlliag the Nile, of aaking full use of its resourcu and of building the 
projects that increase its yield and reduce the lose throughout the river's course 
cannot be easy unless firm technical cooperation 1• established a.,ng all the 
countries located on its basin. Each of these countries 1DU.St understand the rights 
that the other countries have to this ca.mon river. The countries located near 
the source or near the upper Sile should not 1E•g1ne that the water flowing in 
their territories belongs to thea solely or is th~tr exclusive property to dis­
pose of in any aanner they wish. They auat feel the opposite and aust think 
that any project to utilize the river .ust be arreed upon in advance with the 
other countries that aay be affected by sucb a project . This principle cannot 
diainish the sovereignty of a state over the part of the joint river's course that 
passes through its territories but indicae•• respect and coocern for the c~ 
partaerahip and is ca.patible with the rules and spirit of the international lav. 
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The ainiacer of irriptioa adds <MC he hopes thee Ethiopia t..a been coav1ac.ed 
through lea parUcipaUoa in the Teclmical ec-tuee'a -ecin&a in Cairo of the 
advanceae of dacen cooperac1CIIl aaona the river's cOUAtriea. Eeypc sUll -1­
c-a, u I have -de clear in ., acat-nt to the People's Aaaeably, anyona vbo 
vaau to worlt to develop the Nile liver -tera for the benefic of all of the 
river' • aona and vithiD the fraaevorlt of the internatioaal lav and convention and 
of the bilateral or aaltilateral aare-.ca cODCernina the Nile, u well ,.. vithin 
the fra-work of reopect for the righu of uciliuUon of the various coi.DUiea. 

In .contraot to Ethiopia's positioa, E&YPt believes 1n the necessity of otarting 
t.Rdiate contacts vith Ethiopia to otudy the hydraulics of the Ethiopian [river) 
sources becalae of their -jor aianificance insofar aa the Nile -tera are con­
cernecl. lhia doesn't aean that Eaypt doeon't approve of the projects being built 
in the Ethiopi., plateaa. Hovever, the technical atucliea necessary for the phaae 
of exploiting all tho river aourcea and tributar1.. in an ideal aanner 1a a 
totally dHferent story. Ethiopia has before it the ex-ple of the spirit wbich 
80t.lvated the taat African countriea to take voluntarily the initiative of coope­
ratlOD in diacoverin& all the wasted reaources in the equatorial lakea. in the 
tributaries and in the otreaas that flov into th- vith the ala of eabarkina on 
jo1Dt action to regain these vasted resourcea. 

Energetic Polley on Nile 

The Dinlster of irrigation points out that Egypt hea received this initiative vith 
the interest 1t deserves. Egypt hes been and vU 1 al-ys be active insofar as the 
Nile vatera are concerned... Egypt bas also always been eager to strengthen coope­
ration vith the Nile countries and has been a pioneer in t:be sphere of creative 
cooperation &liOn& the nine countries. Egypt's relationship to the Nile has never 
been confined t.o the aere use of the river waters. Thia relationship baa gone 
beyond to broader and ~re comprehensive spheres so ~bat the Nile aay truly be­
co- "the blessing of the Eeyptiana." Egypt does not conceal its projects and 
ita need for the river vater. The increasing .aouths year after year, according 
to Engineer S--.hah, require nev land to be added to our arable area in order to 
Met the needa of these enorwoua nu.bers. In the year 2000. Egypt's population 
vill a80unt to 80 •ill ton persona. To aaintain the individual 'a current share of 
land (0.17 feddana per capita), ve need to increaae t.he cultivable area by ~t 
least 7 •illion feddana. This turna the need to aeeure the vater neeeasary for 
theae land• into an enomoua national undertaldn&. 

It is also for this reason that Egypt aeelta creative cooperation in iarple.entin& 
projects in the interest of the Nile peoples. Egypt has given the example for 
this cooperation in all the -jor projects in which it haa been involved aa a 
party. 

Egypt acted vith full abidance by the international principles when it constructed 
the High Daa in cooperation vith the fraternal Sudan and. previously. in co.,.truct­
ing the Oven Daa in Uganda. Eeypt has paid full reparations for the lands sub­
aerged as a result of construction of the tvo d-. Egypt expects Ethiopia to 
observe these principles wbich c.-it all the countries along the sources of the 
Nile River to consult vith the countries at the aouth of the river before 
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ot~be1r ftov or under.dne any pare of the aacura~ or ca1oed r1&hC Che countr1ea 
• at the -th of the river. This 18 vhat Ethiopl.a 18 DOt observing at present by 

takina _...,rea to :1Jopl-t soa>e projects thet ..Y chenae the long-eatabliahed 
lapl erst• (atatua) of the Nile. Thia is so.ething thet neither Egypt nor the 
other Nile countries can accept. 

Required UnderstancUng and Sound ec-J.r-t 

It ia obvioua that Ethiopia has reaorted to diverting attention froa its attempt 
to violate the international lav by claiaift& that Egypt ia violating the princi­
ples of the lepl ayst- [status) of the Nile River by diverting a part of the 
river waters to Egypt!- terrttoriea in the Sinai vithour; conaultation vith the 
ot·her Nile countrt... Ethiopia baa disrqarded aeveral f.....s-ntal facta in its 
clata, the firat being the fact that the Sinai, aa EcYPtian territory, is a part 
of the Nile basin and that every inc: of ita landa ia entitled to be irrigated by 
the Nile vatera within the fr......,rlt of the use of Egypt's pined right and 
nntural right to the 'IU le waters. One of the seven branches of the Nile, ltnovn 
as (al-Bayluzi) branch, in reference to the town of (Bayluz) or al-Tinah, used 
to flov into the Sinai and pour into al-B.ardavil Lake which baa gained its suit­
ability for breeding certain types of fish fr,. the silt settling in it. This 
is something proven by the atlases. The second fact ia that thr.re is no lav or 
convention that ca.aits the countries on the 80Utb of a river to consult with the 
countries along the sources of a river before using their rightful share c.f the 
water in any part of the couatry. Such colllllitaeat exists in one ease only, n.aaely 
vhen the country at the 010t1th thinlta of building a daa that aay aub.erge any lands 
in the country at the source of the river. This is soaething by which Egypt abides. 

The 18portance of the Nile river projects thus beco.e.s obvioua. The problems of 
these projects are big and -.any-sided. The countries of the Nile basin are numer­
ous and their goala are different. Yet, there ia no alternative before theae 
countries to the cooperation that takes into con.ideration only the common inter­
ests in total freedoa froa the political vhias and even in freedoa froa the dif­
ferences in the social systeas-a cooperation that asks to regain the wasted re­
sourcea. There is no alternative: before: these countries other than setting up 
the proposed authority for the Nile basin-an authority that comprises all the 
parties concerned, including Ethiopia . This ia not difficult to achieve by the 
Nile countriea if the concept of fraternity, sincerity and puce for the interest 
of all the peoples is firaly eetabliahed in the8e countriea. 
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SAI1DI ARABIA 

THIRD FIVE-YEAR DEVELO~ElfT PLAN ANALYIED 

Paris AL-IIAIIAR AL-' ARABI WA AL-Il\J\IALI in Arabic Oc~ 80 p 35 

[Ar~icle: ''The Third Five-Year Developmen~ Plan: Saudi Labor Force ••. For Saudi 
Arabia") 

[Tex~) I~ vas a big surprise when ~he broad headlines revealed ~he Tbird Five­
Year Develo~ent Plan for Saudi Arabiae Contrary to the expectation• of the 
aajority of the observers, it did not vary aucb frc. the Second Five-Year Devel­
OptMtlt Plan. In fact. and to sa.e extent, it coarpleaented it on the econoaic 
and .-.cial levels. It also reflects the weight of a class called the "nonrulin& 
technocrata." This plan vas also conaidered as "liberal radicalisa" aaong the 
circles of busines51Rn. 

Plan Objec~ivea 

The plan concentrates on the develop•ent of Saudi labor, -.::>dernization, develop­
llent and evolution of cities and of rural areas aa well as the evolution of the 
social sec~ors. ln order ~o accaaplhh all of ~:.1e, $300 billion have been allo­
ca~ed ~o ~he plan, $50 billion of lihich have been added as repara~ions for infla­
tion which is expected to reach an annual averaae of 7 percent throughout the 
5-year period (1980-85). Co~~paring ~he ~bird plan vi~h ~he second plan, alloca­
tions for expenditures have been increased at a rate of 36 percent or an increase 
fr0111 $44 billion to $59 billion. 

This increase, for a country like Saudi Arabia. is causing considerable specula­
tion. Hov could the Saudi co.-unity bear the weight of the econo~ic changes 
which the plan will fund? According ~o Sheikh Hisham Nazir. ~he Saudi minister 
of planning. the case i:J: not bow these monies vill be expended, but what should 
be done to increase the returns on the inveat.enta and aake the plan a success. 
Clearly, the events at Mecca did not give enough varnin& to the Saudi leadersh!'P 
as if to say : 'toecis ions are irreversible." How could this be possible and Saudi 
Arabia produces 9.5 111111on barrels of oil per day and the coun~ry itself 1a in 
need of no more than 5 •lllion barrels per day? Juh.an Ibn Said al-'Attlba, the 
leader of the Mecca operation. hu repeatedly responded by saying that Saudi 
Arabia will not decrease its oil production, as the plan has adopted. but that 
expending such huge aaounts vould require changes to be aade in the social struc­
ture. The opponents of this idea have decreased in nu.ber and the reason is 
obvious: ~he indus~risl and agricul~ural inves~-nts will absorb 36.3 percen~ 


