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The State Organisat-
ion for Agricultural Esta--
blishments (SOAE) super-
vises some of the most im-
portant agricultural areas
in Iraq, stretching over
the Musayyab, Khalis,
Abu UGhraib, Nahrawan,

Ishaqi, Shahr Zoor, Dujai-
la amd Dalmaj projects.

Huge land reclamation
projects are being carrie”
out by a number of comp-

anies. The total area of
land to be reclaimed ex-
ceeds two million donums,

stated Mr. Sedik Abdul
Latif al-Wattari the chair-

man of SOAE. Seven addit-
ional smaller projects fall

under SOAE management,
he added.

Reclamation activities
are carried out by SOAE

or by the State Organisat-
ion for Soil and Land Rec-
lamation (SOSLR); the la-
nd is then distrioued nd
ongst the peasants or alloc-
ated for stgte farms.

Land’ in the vicinity of

Baghdad has been given
top priority in the Organ-
isation's programme. Semi-
fertile lands have also be-
en given special pre-feren-
ce in SOAE activities.

The causes for this pref-
erential selection are rela-
ted to the authorities’ wish
to provide ample supplies
of fresh foodstuff for the
expanding city of Baghdad.
Tﬁs is v%wdlt}:; 1'«3511!(5’.’9&“15l in
the land distribution patt-
ern and the conditions att-
ached to such land endow-
ment. Highly fertile lands
in the areas surrounding
Baghdad are allocated on
the basis of 20 donum lots,
while less fertile lands lo-
cated further away from
the capital are divided into
30 donum lots. 7

After the distribution,
of the land, peasants are
obliged to grow certain pr-
oducts to meet most urge-
nt local demand and to co-
mply with a fixed produ-
ction plan. To provide su-
fficient supplies of summ-
er and winter vegetables

for the city, peasants with
land acquisitions near Ba-
ghdad are urged to give
priority to these crops.

Already throughout the
year a steady flow of fresh
vegetables has been witne-
ssed by Baghdad’s wholb-
sale vegetable markets.
This has been made poss-
ible by the high yieid of
the average donum utiliz-
ed for vegetable product-
ion compared to other
cashcrops, in addition to
the extensive facilities and
support offered the Mi-
nistry of Agriculture and
Agrarian Reform, in the
form of equipment, seeds.
fertilizers and maintenance
services.

Other major activities of
SOAE have concentrated
on the production of olive,
pear, apple and citrus tra-
nsplants, in_addition to the
management of orchards
which have already comm-
enced production in the

areas of Musayyab and Na-
hrawan.
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Ishaqi, Khalis and Dalmaj.
6881 tons of milk, 8.5 mill-
ion eggs and 17.5 tons of
honey were produced last
year. S

Although SOAE experi-

——

54

ence in the production of
plastic and glass houses pr-
oduction is relatively new,
remarkable success has
been scored. The area und-
er actual cultivation thro-
ugh the utilization of this
gmdmtion method totalled
27 while output
of various products is exp-

ected to reach 17,200 tons
during next year.




