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REPOilr DISCUSSES STEPS TADH TO DEVELOP AGRICULTUU 

Beirut AL-AIIllloU 1n Arabic 19 J1111 80 p 6 

[Article: "Report to Council of Ministers on Developiq and llebuildia& 
AgricultUral Sector") 

[Tezt) Joseph Skaff. the .tniater of qriculture. has presented to the 
weekly session of tbe Council of Ministers a report on the progress of the 

·atudy concerniD& rebuildiaa and developiaa the agricultural sector and 
proposiaa a strategy for .ediua and long-raaae qricultural develo~t. 
in addition to reorganiziaa the Ministry of Agriculture and the agricultural 
establis~ts under ita control. · 

Firat. Project lllpl....,..tation and Method of Work: 

L..-ple:oeutation vaa started 1n three staaea. on 20 January 1980: 

First stage: Preparations for,,each worldug teaa took 3 veelta. 

Second stage: Collpletion of the work [study) .,, the teaa of experts took 
4 .,ntha. 

Third stage: lesults and rec......S.tinns took 7 veelta. 

The folloviq 8ethDd of work vaa adopted for the experts: 

Cooperation by tb& experts vitbiu their teaas. 

Reliance on the available technical reports. 

On-the-spot visits and various contacts vith the far.ers and the officials. 

'!Iorita Completed by aiddle of Kay 1980r 

The " genciea of the Ministry of Agriculture were revitalized and s bill 
was prepared to r eorganize thea. 
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A plan wae drawn up to rehabilitate the technical apparatus of the Ministry A 

~f Agriculture and of its establishment8 · (a ' total of SO [atndy) grants for ~-·.,.·""''"'~ 
periods raaaiaa froa 2-9 .antha given) • 

• ;:.~· .,..,. ~ ·' ... ~,:........ ~..., '¢ J(~ plf •..: ,......,, 
plan was drawn up to train agricultural engineers and veterinary doctors 

(14 long-term study grants for periods of 2-3 years given). 

A plan vaa drawn up for · a livestock census (goats, sheep and other live­
atoc:k). ' _.,.. "';·_,.... ..• 

. A plan was drawn up to set up an applied scientific reaearcb and guidance 
center in the sphere of plastic [green) houses for the production of ,..as­
tables and other crops out of seuou. 

Future AapiratiODS: 
. .' . . 

The illlpreasioua gathered froa the work of the teams-illpreaaioua which vill 
be recorded 1n the final report-have aade it possible to fora soaa teo­
dencies, optioua and priorities, even though the current situation obstructs 

., every effort to formulate any loaa-rauga policy, especially 1n the absence 
of real official.,statiatics. 1'1>: 

1. General Econo.ic AapirstiODS for Tears 1980-2000: 
'·', ··~~·* ' 

Two opt10D8: The first sealta to attain by the end of the year 2000 a faat 
pace of econoaic growth amounting to 7.5 percent (4.1 percent in agriculture) • 

..- ~!... ,."" J 

The second option seeks to attain by the and of the year 2000 a uoraal pace 
of oecouolllic growth amountiaa to five percrt (3.2 percent in agriculture). 

2. AspiratiODS in Agricultural Spbara: 

Food security: Focusing on long-tera contracts, securing the ..ana to store 
araiua and refraining fr01a caetiaa doubts on the modest production capa­
bilitiea. 

Increasing the productivity per acreage unit and reducing production costa. 

Increasing the Lebanese agricultural exports and aaintaining -their high
quality. 

Boosting the rural areas, providing thea vith the MBDB of subsidy and 
creating work opportunities in the agricultural and other apherea. 

Protecting the environment through foraulatiD& a fira and clear-cut policy 
and through't.pl88entiug it houaatly. 

A. At Couaumption Level: Internal couaumption of the agricultural goods 
produced vill develop as follova by the and of the year 2000: 
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threefold.Chicken -.eat: 

1. · 

· 

and so forth): 

···::!· ].u.;, 

C. 

At the external level, the exportation of agricultural products to the Arab 
countries will increase by fourfold or fivefold, provided that the good 

~~ quality of the production and of packaging is maintained and that the .una 
of technological progress are ~loyed. 

At Production Level: 

the production subject to supply and demand (vegetables, fruits, poultry, 
iliproved seeds and ornamental plants) will beco""' effective within the 
fraJIIework of the desired agricultural modernization. this production eon­
stitu~es the cornerstone in the Lebanese aariculture. 

Production for which subsidy is secured (wheat, industrial crops, beets 
the survival of cultivated wheat depends on securina irri­

gation water for it aod the cultivation of beets depends on aehanizina 
the entire process of beets production, bea:tnnina with plantina and end1Da 
with harvestina. 

- ...,.., "'­

Obstacles and Solut101111: 

Developina land and water: this development ....t be balanced by securina 
the necessary labor. There is no value for (expansion) with the abo of 
aettina new resources if we do not preserve the current resources and pre­
vent their loss. Even though there is a possibility to irriaste 40,000 
[more] h~ctares in the south, the priority requires t.provina and modernizina 
the present means of irriaation. 

Mechanizin& agricultural operations: A colll:plete and prohund viev for 
solvina the problem of agricultural labor, vhich is becomina scarce, is 
needed. It is also required to r educe production costs ao as to counter 
the wave of inflation and of co:.petition. All this requires that efforts 
be exerted to attract labor to this sphere by all ths .eana. 

Findin& aotiiUons to pres~rve the quality of the soil by adoptin& the aya­
tea of aaricultural cycles. 

Providin& incentives to the farmers by vay of the agricultural loans 
establishments (improved seeds, fertilizers and madera eeana of irrigation 
and mechanization). 

Developing and atrenatbenina the cooperative movement. 

Strengthening agricultural guidance on nev ~ces. both in teras of nuabera 
and of qualifications [of agricultural guidea]. 

Sc~~ "Slf'tO"utntlle'-tuau .. for tl:.oJ pu)l.ic """tor t~'c~~ll1a it to f~ee tho 
various obstacles obstructina the gr~Jth of the anricultural eector in a 
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different manner than in the past and to enable it to ke~p uP pa~e with 
progress ~so "'!,,,to meet the needs of the Lebanese. aar.i«;.J!!tu,.r~ .., - t;. 

Establishing ~ firm bond between the ministries of aariculture, water 
resources, cooperatives, civil organization and the Social Welfare Agency 
wile keepina the Ministry of Agriculture as the basic apparatus for planning, 
-c:oo~ination1"aupervision and im;>lementation in the rural and aartcultural · 

sphere. ~ 

Preserving and expandina the cultivated area of lOO,Ooo hectares, a.ployina "?: 
modern means to utilize it and exerting efforts to prevent construction 
and the opening of roads in this area because Lebanon has lost in the past 
25 years nearly 20,000 hectares of ita cultivable lands as a result of 
expanded construction and openina of roads. 

Pocusina on expandin& and preservina the forested area ao that it .., con­
stitute 20 p~rcent [of Lebanon's area] in the future. 

Reorganizing the utilization of pasture lands in 'llbich sheep and goats 
araze to prevent their disappearance. 

Definina the needs of the agricultural areas on the basis of rec~dstions 
by specialized regional ca..ittees forwed at the level of districts. 

Encouragina the establisbants that support the public sector, such as 
farmer groups and organizations operatina in the rural areas, to enhance 
the livina standard of those 'llbo work in theae areas. 

Supplying the fuels used in the agricultural sector at convenient prices 
so as to reduce production costa. 

Seeking the assistance of agricultural economists (to provide statistics 
and to study production coats). 

Takina the direction of centering the light industries in the rural areas. 

Follovup Stage: This stage calla for completion of the experts' work, 
considerina that ve are still awaitin& the arrival of the scientific 
research and horticultural experts before proceeding to write ths final ., 
report aod underline the results. this requires eJttendina the work in the 
project for 3 more montha, in addition to the already scheduled 6 months. 

On the other hand, the follovup stage called for by the basic doc......,t on 
the strategy seeks to drav up and plan agricultural projects produced by 
this strategy, to analyze these projects and deteraine their econoaic 
feasibility. this work will be carried out by two experts fr011 ths [U.B.) 
Food and Agriculture Oraanization 'llbo will work for 2-3 years. -.~ 

Please be advised, keeping in a1nd that ve will continue to discuss ths 
details of this ataae with the Reconstruction and Development Board and to 
cooperate with it closely. 
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