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The options after Lebancn pullout

HATWILL BE the strategic yeali-
soafter Dwael withdra fmln
Banon? Can e “red line the
ke unwntten agrecment

The Jerusalem Post’s Mark Segal talks to Middle East expert
Itamar Rabinovich about strategic realities in Lebanon.
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Juence on events in Southern

Days of Innvcence...South Lebanese vlllug:r: welcomie IDF troups, June 1982,

sought to restructure Lebanese puli-
tivs over the past decade, but neither
had the resources to carry vut such
grand designs. That is why buth have
come to gricl in Lebanon.”

Rabinovich believes that while
assad has re-established his sup-
remacy in Lebanon, h: has no wish
b tointi Ivedin
Lebanon's sectarian strife.

“Having already burned his fin-
gers in the late 705, he does not want
to have to mediate between the
watring lactions. ™

IN THLE MEANTIME, though, two
problems have wrisen: on the
one hand, Assad’s health has de-
clined and there is continuing
domestic uncertainty in Damascus;
ot the viher, the fucus of attention
has shifted from Lebanun to the
Jordan- Palestinian issue.

And while Assad remains power-
ful @t home, his alility to affect
events outside the Syria-Lebanon

<hamuan, we must have influence in
cirul. But then thut's a political
aestion, nut an academic one.

1t is still tou early to fully assess
rael’s involvement in Lebanon,
1ys Rabinovich, as much has yet to
*unfolded. But Lebanon has pro-
ded une potent lesson, “lsracl does
W pussess the power (o manige the
itairs of other countries,” he says.
What must be learned by everyone

areni is 1y limited.

“As 1984 wore on, Assad was
puwerless to stop such new develop-
ments as the renewal of relations
between Jorda, and Egypt, the con-
vening in Amman of the Palestine
National Council, and the rap-
prochement between Baghdad and
Cuiro.”

Assad’s triumph poaked in the
winter of 1983/84, when Lebancse
President Amin Jemayel agreed 1o

sell but alsy, by extension, for the
Soviet Union.

ONE QUESTION that exercises
many minds in Israel concerns the
future posture of the Shi'ltes in
South Lebanon.

In 1982, the Shi'ites welcomed the
Lsracli forces with open arms; today,
as the 1DF withdraws, those same
soldiers are the principal target of
Shi‘ite bullets and bombs.

“None of those who welcomed
our suldiers back in 1942 expected
that they would sull be there as an
weeupying force thice years later,”
says Rabinovich.

“But what has happened to the
Shi‘ites has also, to a certain extent,
bzen beyond lsrael’s control. The
Shi‘ites have been waging a number
of internecine battles - for control of
their commuaity, for a chunk of the
Lebanese pie. But, above all, they
want the Israelis vut of South Leba-
non."

In Rabinovich's vicw, the Shi'ites
are secking an autonomous statelet,
equivalent 1o the Christian enclave
north of Beirut and the Druse stron-
ghold in the Shou! Mountains.

Since no Lebancse state exists -
what does exist is but a shell for
various lucal autonomies - the
Shi‘ites realize that they must carve
out a picce of territory for them:
sclves.

have a major contiguous stretch ol
territory o suppurt it.

The Shi'ites now wish to redress
the situation where their large num-
bers had nu expression in terms of
political power in Beirul. The
th ites w the Bekaa Valley are
subject to direet Syrian rule; the
rank and file of Amal live in Beirut,
while the bulk of the Shi'iles live in
the south.

As long as Isiael dominated the
suuth, suys Rabinuvich, the Amal
factivn vould not exercise any con-
teol wner s community there htllu.‘
the intensive efforts by the rivals o
Amal leader Nabih Berri, especially
the radicals of the Hizbollah factior,
to pre-empt Anal in the south.

Anvther clement is the presence
of radical lranians in the Bekaa
Valley, where they enjoy muoral and
political influence among the local
Shi‘ites and where they inject a mes-
sianic message in propagating war
for the control of Jerusalem.

Anuther part of the jigsaw puzele,
he notes, 1s the Syrnian effort “to
hasten our exit and 1o make it as
humiliating as possible.” In addi-
tion, there are the Palestinians who
are anxious 1o re-establish them-
selves in the South.

And on top of all |hu have been
“dollops of invective” by Lebansse
politicians, such as President Amin
Jemuycl und Premicr Rashid

, both

ldcully !h:y would like an

meerned are the li of a
nall state like ours.

“After World War [1, the Allies
wld restructure Germany and
wpan, but that certuinly eannot hold
wil for lesser powers.

“In Lebanon, the two regional
wers = Israel and Syria — have

g from the Isracli border

brogate the May 17 agr with
Isracl. The pact was seen us a mini-
Camp David accord and stuck in
Assad's throat.

By persuading Jemayel to abro-
gate the agreement — which had been
brokered by the U.S. - Assad
achieved a viclory not only for him-

along the coastal road up to southern
Beirut, linking them to West Beirut
and taking in the international mir-
port. They would thereby enjoy
powerful leverage on the power
machinery in Beirut, for they would
control not only southern Beirut but

! g o make
points.

ISIT POSSIBLE, after il the bitter-
ness, that the anger of the Shi'ites
towards lsrucl will abate? Shi'ite
fervour, says Rabinovich, is a matter
of concern nut only to lsrael. Norisit
just a national problem of Lebanon,

The Shi'ites are a cause of anivicly o
uthers in the Muddle East  and,
indeed, to the super-pumers
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v o attacks aoross the Border by
some armed groups. whethes
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“Ror srael's part. we stiuld
already now. think i terms of ot
retaliatory - preventine palicy wih
tegard 1o any attacks that noght
vome immediately after the pull-
out.”

Accepling such an eventuahity as
ineviable, Rabinosich believes s
of much importance o correctly
read the trend: “ Whether the attacks
are uf a random or systemabic s
ture, whether Anialis taking charge.
or whether the attacks onginate with
tadicab seeking tediupt Cances of
et ascoimmmlation between Tsiacl
and the Arabs

Is Amal torn between Damasvus
and Teheran? “Nat Amal. There i
no luve for Teheran Bern s
opposed by the pro-lran Amal sl
Islamic movement [ regard him as a
secular politician seeking for hunsell
and his community thew appropriate
share of the Lebanese cabe  They
are first and foremost Lebane-e
They think and operate wathin 1l
Lebanese conteat

“Those opposing Berrr are Mus
lem revolutionanes who think n
terms of an Dlamic repubhe and
derive their inspiration from
Khomeini "

As o the Damascus atttude to-
wards Amal, he regards 1t s ruther
ambivalent. On the one hand,
Khomeini's Iran was Syna’s ally,
hence Syria’s tolerance uf the radical
Iranian presence in the Bekaa Val-
ley. But at the same ume, says
Rabinovich, Assad s pnmanly «
rational politician and has no time
fur the messianic mulnants The
ambivalence of Syna towards Amal
is out of fear that ot become tuw
independent, enabling it to dispense
with Syrian patronage
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(Uontlnued frum p
isell shows how highly the Amer-
s regurd Israel’s current tech-
dugieal and scientific capability
HETE Wity uno

propusal may be at this stage, are
polclll:ully e ul answers Lo this coun-
try's economic and defence needs.
As mentioned, Israel does not

clear option, and

(Comtimuncd from Page O}
use of ground-to-ground missiles in
the Iran-Irag war,

“Phase Lof the SD's rescarch,” a
well-informed U.S. source said,
“will try to address this specific prob-
teon. Dsrael stands to gamn enormous-

T
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“Whatever the rationale,” an
Israchiofticial said, “'we stand to gain
by playmg, rather than simply stand-
ing along the sidelimes
'
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the Foreign Ministry remamn deeply
cuncerned abuul this virtual sllianee
emerging between Washinglon and
Jerusalem. They are said 1o fear that
it will make the re-establishment of
diplomatic relations with Muscow
more difficult
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