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[T<'xt] Sinal 11.1·: br·l'TI and will continue t0 be. 

lnvildt~rs pass tltrou~;h it like easterly tornadoes trying to storm the valley 
hut always leave behind the prints of their invading feet so that they may 
g11idL' their eastward_withdrawlng rcmants, either by war or by peace. This is 
the rnle without exception, beginning with the invasion of the Hexus and ending 
with till' lsrael.i !nv:1sion. 

!>ln;lf has been and will continue to be. But it has suffered from isolation 
;111d llL'glig<'ncP throughout the ages. All have treated it like an appendix with 
no funct io!l and Ilil importance and the Suez Canal became one day ~gypt 1 s sub-
j t•c:. l.ve border,; whI c h nobody could cross without a passport-like permit, with 
c11~;toms off lc<'s ·;,·t up on the canal 1 s eastern bank in al-Qantarah and Port 
TawflrJ. 

Tlwn recently, the Sinal entered the sphere of study and interest. The fir!.it 
t'tu·yc lopedic work put ::.J.ng the unknown Sinai triangle in the sphere of the 
known was the l'ncyclopcdia of the Higher Council for Sciences. This week, 
;1 ,;(•cond work wa•; pub ll.shcd by th.c Development Research anu Technological 
l'lilnninx C<'nt.,r. The work is an encyclopedia consisting of three volumes 
t·nt l.t led: Structural Planning For The Sinai Peninsula. The work is the out
,·pmf' of the ,,f f l'rt ~: ~l f 28 researchers led by the "numb F> r one researcher," Dr 
t"hllt.tmmnd Suhhi 'i\bd :d-llakim. The 645-page work inclu :; 15 chapters and 
,;tudi•·s ~·v•~rythlttg in the unknown Sinai triangle: Pco1 .. e, environment, water, 
·; ,,[1, flora, r;ocL'll ,;tructurc and development strategy until it reaches the 
·:tn1ctural pl:m for the development of Sinai--a plan wh i ch is the "practical 
•"tl<'llmc " of t hi,; Pncyc loped ic <'fforts. 

lln~o.• d., W(' dPvt·lop thl• Sl.nai? What is the goal anu what ls the stratPgy? 

I'll•· f',>~:il: To n•alizt• ;1 compl<'tc civlllzational process by rnlsing the pr·o
""• · t !on c;1pab! llty to Pnh:mcc rhc nntional wealth, raise the individual in
I'OJn (' and cr,•atl' an economic surplus for constant investment expansion. It 
[,, a ~"Omplctt' procesr; that includes :m economic development which raises the 
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lttdlvldtLII Income and' r•·:1tP an •·cntt(ll!llc surplun for con~tant lnvestmPnt ex
l' ·•n ·; lon. It I~; a ··octpl• ·t•· pruc•·~;r; th .- 1t lnr:lud,,~; ;,n •·conomic t!eve1opment which 
t.lh··~; til•· lndlvldu.d income and exploits the cnp.1billties ant! the resources, 
,, ~HH'Lll dt•velupml'nt which lmprovcn the qu<1lity of life--the human clement is 
the mt'.Hls ,,f d1~velopment ant! lts end--and a construction development which 
n·.1tiz•·~; lntP)~r:Jtlon ltl•twel'n the cconoml.c development ant! social development on 
tlu• tHH' hand and lwtwcen the Sinai province and the Suez Canal province on 
tltt> utht·r hand. 

ThP ~:tLllt');v: To <.kvelop the Sinai provinc(' production, to raise the indi
vidual. in ro::JP , to rL'ly on the provincl' 1 

f ; tntr1r.sic economic capabilities and 
n·~;out·;·l";, to r;ulve tilt• pop ul.a tivn and housing problems, to increase the 
~~~·n•·r:d lnc,,mt· and ln~:••re Lt ~; fair dif;tr lbut.lon and to secure the investments 
n •. ,.,.~;·;:try for the development plans. 

lit I! t..:hat i s tit,• idt'a 1 so I u:: J.on for developir.g the Sinai in ·' manner that n~
'•I'•HlJ:: to t 11P nc,•ds of tht• national pLm for all of Egypt, that end~, Sinai's 
i ·ot> l.lt ion and facilit.:Jt('s its contact with the valley and that implants in 
tIll' :; in.li a popul:tt !on dPnsity that form:; a product i•.rc and defensive force 
: ; i Inll It :!lh'OU·; I y '? 

Tit·· m:1in id.·:t for t.IH· ~.olution, a~; propo~•cd by the study, L:; ba ~a·d on th•~ maxi
rTllllll •·xplu!tation of th•• available rt.':;ources: :-lining, petroleum, tourism, 
fi::llill)', , :1v. ricultun·, livc:;tock and scrvlccs, in addition to bolstering the 
rq•, i· -n .1 l :1nd intl'rnat ion;t t. cumrnun I cat ion:; and to tran~;forming the Sinai. into 
.1 1"'1"'1 :1t ion at t r:tct iun center. 

Th•· fir::t altf'rnatlvl' I,; to develop Slnai. gradu<:~lly: Services, basic 'ltilities, 
h.·douin rt•s•·ttlenwnt, J.md reclamation, and l.!nhancing fish prodL·ction a:<u otlll,;r 
::tl'p:;, provid,•J that ;tl L this is tied to the devl.!lopment plan for the Suez 
C111:1i pr•>vince and provLJL' d that this province tr; .::1lso relied upon for t.he 
),,,.; i c ~;,· rv i ct':·; and uti I it i l':;. 

lint tili~: alt,•rn;ltlvc i;; flawt•d by thf' fact that it til•s tLc Sinai pr<)vincc 
t•> li11· ~'"''Z Canal prnvincl~ ;l!ld that i.t d e nic:; the: Sinai thv absolute priority 
in d,·v·· Lopml'nt. 

Till' ·;•'<:•>nd .1 Lll'rn<tt i\'l' is to dPve] op the S in:1 i with in the fr:wtcl•ork ol :1 

I"' I j, · y t !t:1t conrdin;n,•:; :1nd nopl'rate~; with ~he cour>trie:: adjacent to til(' 
i'' ov incl'--.lllrdan, Saud I Arabia and lsrae.\.. Such an .1ltcrn.:.~t ive meet~~ the 
n •.. ,.,J.; ,,f til•· lncatlon but is tied to thes(' countries' political and economic 
ir,. ·l i1t.1t i•llr ,; , 1~l•i,.h :1r•· ··hangf'.:.~hlC' and without ~uarantC'('. 

Till' ttlird :ll.tPrn.ILiv•· !~;to con:;id('r the Sin.1i at• inJepcndl'nt rt• 1;ion v.•it.h .1 
~; irr 1·. l•· .md intl')~r:ltt'd !dent lty anJ ttl devc•lop it Gccordingly. This ind..:pcn
.J,•ttl do·vo•I.,;Hncnt :IVt>id:; t.h1• pnrbll'm,; uf tlw '>thcr province:: and thl' ::uh~:l'rplt'tll 

!rot r ic.llt• .\tlt! nlt,;t [lll ' t iVr ' (ltlllCt io11;1l I'X[lf'lld!t.Uri'S). !'Itt~; ! ~; why th(' •;tudy 
l.n·.rr:; tll!·; th11d .tltt•rnatlv•·· 



\Hthln Lh(' framc•work l>f an independent development of thf! Sinai, the study 
lormulat.•~H twu parallel vi~ualizations: 

Flr!;t vi:wallzatlon iH to makr~ the development activities compatible with t!le 
<lvullablP rc~ourccs of the Sinai Peninsula: Minfng ar.d petroleum on the Gulf 
uf Suez, tourist activity on the coast of the Gulf of 1 Aqabah and in the 
~;outhem hC'ip,hts area and livestock breeding in the central area, on the nor
thern coast and near B' ir al-Jafjafah. As for agricultural activity, it is to 
l>t~ conc..:ntratcd around Wadi al-'Arish, Sahl (al-Tinah), cast of the Bitter 
Lake~. on the Suez Gulf coast, which is also a fishing area, and on the northern 
coast. 

rhc population density (will center) around al-'Arish, the capital of North 
Sinai which C'xtends its services to the central part of the peninsula, and 
around the town of al-Tur in the south which covers with its services South 
:111d West Sinai. 

According to this visualization, it becc~1es necessary to develop t·ne existing 
rllad and corruuun icat ion network, to build a railroad line from al-Qantarah in 
the north tu al-Tur i.n the south and a similar line from the Suez to Taba on 
t hL· Gulf of 'A']abah and to resotre t!.e old railroad line between al-Qantarah 
ant! al-'Ari.;h to revive the economies of the population centers located along 
this line. This i.!.> in addition to devot1.ng attention to marine and air trans
P•>rtat Len and to building a network of regional and internat1.onal airports. 

Tlw ~{'Cond v isua lizat ion is a modest solution that is based on a limited 
development st ratcgy that abides by the currently avai..able resources and 
tll'pt•nds on developing the already existing populat:f.on centers and on supplying 
them with minimum service[: and infrastructures within the framework of a modest 
financial investment plan. Tnc:r>far as transportation is concerned, it is con
I lned t0 develop~g the coastal highway, restoring the old Port Tawfiq-al
~~antarah-Rahh ra Jlroad and transforming the already existing airports into 
regional :md international airports. 

But till' study then proposes a sol.ut ion to deal with the problem :>f population 
LmhalancC' in central Sinai and with th11 lack of services in this area. The 
~;ulut i.on recommends resettlement of the bedouins in the area. It also assumes 
th:1t the Sinal population will reach 1 million people who should be distributed 
in a manner that guarantees a fair distribution of the services over the Sinai 
Pt•ninsula map: A major city that serves a number of sub>idiary towns, with 
the towns serving in turn a number of villages whose economic activities vary 
acconiing to thC' natural resources in the area, provided that the village ic; 
l·onstdcred the "first nucleus' in forming the population centers. 

i\r.-llrdlng to the proposed solution, al-'Arish will represent the top level 
ln~;ofar as city size is concerned and will be the capital of Sinai, serving 
t h(• cnt 1rc prov !nee. Al-Tur will be a lesser city and will serve the southern 
:mtl western arC'a. Next in line will be the towns of Rafah, al-Qantarah and 
Sll;1rm al-Shaykh. 
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The popul..1t ion gatherings--the moot important of which are al-Shaykh Zuqayd, 
Abu 'Ujaylah, B'ir al-'Abd, Nakhl, Sadr, Abu Zunaymah and Taba, in additi.on to 
some other gatherings with smallP.r populations which are considered a poten
tial development location--take third place. 

Tlw study estimates the manpower perc~ntage at 30 percent of the population 
anJ dlstribctes tl1is manpower over the economic activities as follows: 38 
percent in agriculture, livestock breeding and fishing, 18 percent in industry 
and milling, 7 percent in tourism and 30 percent in services. 

Tlw study defines the land traffic routes in the peninsula. The road network 
includes main highways which link the Sinai with the neighboring countries, 
such ns al-Qantarah-Rafah highway in the north, the Deversoir-Abu 'Ujaylah 
highway in the Ct>nter and the old pilgrimage highway which links Port Tawfiq 
with Taha, passing through Nakhl, Tamad and Ra's al-Naqab. There 1.s also the 
hi..:hw.:ty parallel to the Suez Canal and the Suez Gulf from al-Qantarah to al
Tur, Ra' s f'luharumad ami Sharm al-Shaykh and then to the Gulf of 'Aqabah and 
Taba. ·lhis network of main roads is complemented by a network of sul-sidiary 
roads lh.:tl link logt•thcr the vital parts of Sinai, such as the Ta.,a-Rafah 
road which links North Sinal with South Sinai, al- 'Arish-Nakhl road which links 
Ct•ntral Sinai with the north;!rn area an-.1 B'ir al-'Abd-Sadr road which passes 
throuoh B' ir al-Jafjafah and B' ir al-Tamadah to link North Sinai with the 
cent. .1 anJ western areas. 

RPgarding the railroad, the study proposes the construction of three axes: 
Al-Qantarah-Rafah axi.s, with an extension to al-Magharah area which is rich in 
coal, a s~cond line from Port Tawtiq to al-Tur to serve the mining areas and 
the population concentrations in South Sinai and a third line from Port Tawfiq 
to Taba across the old pilgrimage route to link I.:gypt with Saudi Arabia and to 
serve the pilgrimng~ ~nd trade tra~fic. 

The study also propo ,;es exploiting al-Tur Port on the Suez Gulf ir:. transport
in~ raw materials and touris:s, developing al-'Arish Port and building a port 
in T.:1ba to link Sinai with the Asian Arab countrh.s. 

To serv~ tourism and internal transportation between the ~arious parts of 
Sinai, the study pro;>nses strengtnening the internal airlines and fully equip
ping tht• ports exist inc; in Ra' s al-Naqab, Sharm al-Shaykh, Saint Catherine, 
al-Tur, naluzah and al-'Arish. 

!low is Sinai to be developed and at wh.::.t rate? 

1'1w stuuy proposes that the development proceed in gradual stages. 

In tl1c first stage, the alr~ady existing services are to be developed and the 
lnfra-strucr-urc proj(~cts, the railroad, the roads, the ports and the airports 
arc to be improved. The stress is also to be laid on the regional projects: 
Land recbm.:ttion, development of the fish production, agro-industry and en
vironmental industries. Also during the first stage, special attention is to 
be given to international projects: Developing the toulist projects, imple
menting new tourl-:;t r.rojccts, providinP. modern means of communication and 
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l r.m~;purtation ancJ opening the doors of Sinai to ir.\•estme:tt projects with 
fJ'lick yields In order to attract capital to the area and t::> mining project .. 
ancJ projects to exploit the raw materials. In the second phase, the emphasis 
is lo be laid on the services rmd the major investment projP.cts, such as com
plctin~ the agricultural expansion plan, developing the fishing, canning a~d 
Jchydr;t::ion projects, strengthening the axes of Sinai's contact with the valley 
through a number of tunnels under the Suez Canal, link•n~; East Sinai with 
West Sinai by restoring the old pilgrimage route between Taba and Port Tawfiq, 
building a railroad line parallel to this route. providing social, educational 
and health se:vices at a higher standard than in the previous stage in order 
to enl~nce the process of population attraction to the province and then 
chann~lling a large part of the investments toward building and construction. 

In the third stage, the fruits of the previous investments will be reaped, 
thus making it possible to offer more sen i.ces and providing a balance for 
thl' development costs. 

Th,~ stud>· concludl~S with some recommendations, i.ncluding: 

The need to draw up a national development plan for Egypt, with ttle Sinai 
J,•vt~lopment plan constituting a part within its framework. 

There is contradiction and conflict between the studies available so far on 
t lw Sinai and these studies must be reviewed and purified. There is also 
mutiplicity of jurisdiction araong the v'lrious departments and agencies operat
ing in Sinai. All this needs co be unified in the form of a single organiza
tion that manages the Sinai planning and data gathering and classification 
activity. 

Spt·eding up tlH~ t•cottomic feasibility studies on the project to supply Nile 
water to the Sinai and also the feasibility studies on the construc~ion of 
railroad lines. 

This is a quick review of the study prepared by Dr Subhi 'Abd al-Hakim and a 
number of researchers. There are observations that discuss and modify some 
of the ideas in this study. These observations will be the subject of an in
tt•rvie\• with the encyclopedia author in a special symposium which AL-MUSAWWAR 
will publish in its next edition. 

tv. <jt, 
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