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SOIL S'i'UDI ES PROGRAf.iHE 

Jordan 

West Ge rman and Jordanian teans are currently conducting hJ drolor;ical studies 
at Lejoun , southern Jorda:t, to p8ve the way for ~ feAsibility study on the 
exploita tion of oil shale from the region. 

The teams are fro!!; the NP..turn l Resour ces Authority (i:·JR.n) and the v/est German 
Geologica l Survey Se r vi ce . A NRA spokesman said t ha t the studies a re a fo llow~ 

up of those conducted nearly two years ago whose results pr oved encouraging . 

In the light of previous studies, he s a id, the two sides decided to continue 
research and to carry out detailed studies a imed at determi,ling the water 
supplies r equi red fo r the project . The studies a lso entail research on the 
type and a8ounts of r eserve shale and the prospect of i ts expl oitation , he 
3.dded . 

~he ~fu\ and Jest Germqhy ~ill a lso co-o~erate i n preparing a detailed study 
on the geological , engineering rtnd me chanica l aspects or soils and rocks in 
al l a reas ....-he r e roads, pu"8li c b'l:i. ldings and tovms are being built , the 
spokesLJan said . He added. that the 1~ roject , expected to take five years to 
compl ete s ~arting in 1985 , is one of the most significant projects 
undertaken by the HR...;, <J.nd the first of its kind in the Ar ab \vo rld. 

The project entails conduc ting detailed studies on the characteristics 
of soil and r ock which s e rve as the foundations fo r roads and ~u0lic buildings 
in order t o avoid areas v::1a r c: landslides are likely to occur, the spokesman 
said . 

),ccording to ti1e spokesman, the study vii ll cover various towns and villages , 
main roads and installations as we ll a s dams and bridges in the country . 
The a io of the project is to gathe r precise information about the natur e 
of the gr ound on which ~~ildin J s and r oads are to be built or have been built. 

He said t h'3t the \-ie3t G(:: ruan gove rnment vrill supply excavators and other 
equipment needed f or the project and for the t est i ng of s oi l and rock . 

:TORLD BA iJK LOA ;i TO PI N.4 !·,CE ·,J ,·. TER PROJECTS 

The cabinet has endorsed an &gr eement with the Wo rld Bank to gr ant Jo rdan 
a .w 30 r.1illion ~.oan and asked Foreign Ninis te r Tahe r Al Masri t o empower 
Jordan's ambassado r to the Uni ted States to sign the loan agreement on 
behalf of the Jordanian gove rnment . 

The loan i s t o finance 50 pe r cent of the water and seweraee projects in 
Ramtha, i'iafr aq, Anja r a , A,j loun, Di Kufrunjeh , f'Ie.daba and Na ' a n. 

Tiw loan was agree d upon i n talks held ;.r i th the Ylo rld Bank last month by a 
team from the National Pl anning Council a nd the Jordanian Water Authority 
(JWA) . JWA'i director-gene r a l said that the pr ojects t o be carried out 
include the building of s ewerage networks , wastew~te r treatment plants . and 
improvements to existin5 \·wter networks in Jordnninn t owns . · 

Jo r k on the project, which is expected to cos t a t ot a l of ~ 60 million, 
will start early in 19S5 a f te r studies have been completed and designs 
drawn up , ne said. 


