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AGRICULTURE OFFICIAL INTERVIEWED ON LAND RECLAMATION PROJECTS
Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 29 Dec 83 p5
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Thirds Cracks have appeared in the surface of the earth in the areas to
the west and east of Kalabishah Bay, no more than 40 kilometers to the
south of the High Dam. This has caused fissures to appear in the ground
to the west of the bay. This has been helped by the proximity of the
earthquake center, which lies 60 kilometers to the south. It will
probably get closer than that. This has been shown by the maps and
photographs done by the field survey.

Earthquake Observation Stations

Fourth: Inspecting has shown that a number of
taken. Primary among them is the provision of
devices. Dr Kanu'l al-Janzuri, the minister of
million pounds for this purpose. Moreover, a
observation center has been set up and equippe
earthquake observation stations have been set
and the lake in various spots in the Western D
portion of the High Dam reservoir, and on the
Dam Board has completed the blueprints and des
house the center for earthquake research, and
up for bidding.

The Rock That Threatens the High Dam
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Fifth: We are now importing automatic observation stations to monitor
the water level. However, the problem we are currently facing Is the
presence of a huge boulder next to the right side of the rear channel.
It is leaning at an angle of 70 to 80 degrees. Naturally, it is
surrounded by fissures and small rocks. This threatens us with the
possibility of the boulder falling in. If it happens, there will be
a problem, due to the presence of the electricity generating and
distributing stations. In order to deal with the situation, we put
the project of solving the problem posed by this boulder up for
international bidding. A company from the public sector and a
specialized Yugoslavian company won the task of dealing with this
boulder. The Job will cost 16.5 million pounds. A period of 4C
months has been set aside for this project, which will be carried out
by changing the angle at which the rock tilts to 45 degrees.

Sixth: In a report submitted to the officials, I suggested that the
chairman of the High Dam Board be granted ministerial powers and all
the scientific facilities and personnel he needs, so that he can confront
any emergency without referring back to Cairo.

/Question/ Let us move on now to agriculture and food security programs.
The 1982-83 plan contained investments worth 426.2 million pounds. What
were the results of the follow-up investigation?

/Answer/ The agencies requested additional allocations amounting to 17.8
million pounds. However, the sum actually used did not exceed 343,8
million pounds.
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Results of Field Survey
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haa focused its interest on producing non-traditional kinds of fodder,
so the land can be used for other crops. More than 9 million pounds
have been made available for the Meat Production Company and the completion
of the West al-Nubariyah project. So far, more than 30 million pounds have
been spent on it.

/Question/ What about poultry?

/Answer/ The Poultry Company received the largest share of Investments.
It amounted to 25 percent. Thus, its capital is more than 120 million
pounds. There is no doubt that the company has begun to make progress
by giving up its fattening policy.

Future of the Agricultural Companies

/Question/ Most agricultural companies continued to belong to the
Ministry of Land Reclamation until the middle of 1982-83. This led to
a lack of clarity concerning their goals and the exploitation of their
capabilities. Therefore, ownership of them was transferred to the
Ministry of Agriculture. What have the results been like?

/Answer/ Dr Yusuf Wall, minister of agriculture, has begun drawing up
appropriate policies for each individual company. Some companies assist
the Ministry of Supply in its efforts to meet the needs of consumers for
goods for which demand is increasing. One thinks of grapes in northern
al-Tahrir. There are also companies for improved seeds, intensive
mechanization, and experimental agricultural policies.

The Vineyards Company is facing the problem of vineyards in which
production is declining due to the rising level of subterranean water
and poor drainage. Hope exists for treating this problem.

The West al-Nubariyah Company is suffering from the problem of the
Increasing salinity of its irrigation water. This has had a very large
effect on its productivity.

The al-Nubariyah Seed Production Company Is supposed to produce
improved seeds. However, it contains 24,000 feddans and the productivity
of the land is low. Thus, It cannot achieve its goal.

The Maryut Agricultural Company does not have enough irrigation water.

The Northern al-Tahrir Company has begun to alleviate the problem of a
lack of irrigation water with the establishment motors for Irrigation.
However, it is suffering from a drainage problem They expect to deal
with it by executing the West al-Nubariyah drainage canal project.

The Southern al-Tahrir Company is supposed to produce citrus fruit.
However, productivity per feddan has fallen to 2 tons, as compared with
8 tona of other land, although the land has no irrigation or drainage
problems. Moreover, the company has turned new areaa over to the
cooperativea for exploitation.
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32,000 Feddans
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Relationship of the Owner and the Tenant
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It is necessary to reexamine the laws on agricultural reform and the
regulation of the relationship between ownera and agricultural tenants
so that the owners of less than 3 feddans can recover their land from
the tenants and either farm it themselves or supervise it. Many tenants
have taken to stripping the land of its topsoil for the sake of quick
profits for the owners of brick furnaces. Thus, they have destroyed
the land s productivity and fertility. As for areas larger than 3 feddans,
they ought to be farmed cooperatively, because the owner of the land
always feels it is a part of himself.

We must take an interest in our salt water fish resources. The fishing
beds must be exploited scientifically. Fish production should be
industrialised, and fish waste should be used as cattle fodder.

We ought to reexamine the law on the investment of Arab and foreign
capital, so it can be directed toward land reclamation projects in a
manner consistent with the projects in the development plan.
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