
The central figure in the Middle East peace process, PLO leader Yasser AraJat 
with Chinas JeOOers in Beijing last week and earlier with IVng Hussein in Amman. 

Sudan Still Attracts 
Refugees Despite a Coup, 
Drought and Hunger 

By Jay Mallin 
Washington Ttmes News Service 

KHARTOUM - A coup. a 
drought and a rapidly dwindling 
food supply would seem to be all the 
troubles this country could handle 
but refugees in search of better liv
ing conditions continue to stream 
across the borders from neighbour
ing nations, adding further to 
Sudan's burdens. 

With the main influx - several 
thousand a day- coming from the 
famine- and war-stricken provinces 
of northern Ethiopia . refugee 
camps in eastern Sudan are filled 
beyond capacity and aid officials are 
working frantically to open more 
reception centres to receive the 
overflow. 

As of 2::! April- and new bulle
tins are issued weekly-an estimated 
1.3 million refugees had ned Ill 
Sudan . About half of those arc 
receiving direct assistance from 
international donors . 

Visitors to the Wad Sherifc 
camp in eastern Sudan last February 
wnc told the camp was filled "as ifi.t 
will explode " with (~ . 0()(1 people . 
Todav. the flimsv shelters that 
~trctdl cncllcsslv across th<.: desert at 
Wad Sherifc hold almost double 
that numb<.:r . 

About IX .OOO arrived in the sec
ond week of April alon<.: . 

The phenomenal growth of 
population in the camps is making 
it almost impossible to give the 
refugees the help they need to sur
vtve. 

Although enough food seems to 
be coming in at the moment, "right 
now we have problems of water sup
ply." said Hassan Attiyah Mussa, 
Sudan ·s deputy commissioner for 
refugees. 

In Wad She rife .constant drilling 
of boreholes has yet to turn up 
enough water t(l maintain the 
refugees already there. and so the 
camp's water supply is supple
mented from the nearby town of 
Kassala. itself running short of 
water. 

In Wad Kowli. another camp to 
the south . water is trucked in from a 
riverbed 25 kilometres away. Every 
time a truck hreaks down . the water 
rations for the camp 's 54.XOO resi
dents are cut hack . 

"We arc going to open new 
reception centres in the central re 
gion of Sudan W take S(lme of the 
rdul!ce~ and relieve the eastern 
camrs ." said Mr. Hassan. But 
there . ton . water is a problem . The 
(lpening of the new camps. which 
evetllualh· will h(lld more than 
I 00 .000 p.wplc. is heing delayed for 
the C(lmplction of a system to pipe in 
water from a lake several miles 
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Shultz, in Region Aft~ 
Finds A 'Sense ofMo 

By Ahmed Lutfy 
Mtddle Easr Times staff 

CAIRO - Despite the con
tinued U.S . hesitation to increase its 
involvement in the Middle East, last 
week's visit of Secretary of State 
George Shultz to the region raised 
hope that the Arab-Israeli peace 
process is moving again. Although 
there is still no agreement on who 
should represent the Palestinians , 
all of the other key players , the 
Americans. the Israelis. the Jorda
nians and the Egyptians seem ready 
to enter the arena . 

The move to"'ards America re
emerging as a key figure in the peace 
process began with the recent shut
tle tour of the assistant U .S. secret-

insrde 

ary of state. Richard Murphy. T 
was fo llowed by Mr. Shultz' s fo 
dav tour. This week , King Huss 
will be in Cairo for talks ;.ith Pn 
dent Hosni Mubarak before 
king goes to Washington at the c 
of the month. ~ 

Throu2hout all thi~ movem< 
around th; region there has bee1 
recurrent theme that the U 
should take a more active r0le 
shepherding the peace proce 
something the Reagan administ 
tion has been reluctant to do e' 
since its debacle in Lebanon t· 
vearsago . 
· But even with the renew 
involvement. Washington seems 
be aiming for a low-key role in t 
effort . one that would be It 

• Alchblshop Chrysostomos, head of the Greek Cypriot Orthodox Ch1 
settlement between Greeks and Turks on Cyprus. Interview on page 2. 

• The American CIA, in an unusual public comment, denies bombing the 

• Egypt's Supreme Court has struck down the 1979 'Personal Status l 
back to the 1920s-a severe setback for women's rights. Page 8. 

• Nicaraguan refugees are flooding neighbouring Costa Rica to escape t 

As Egypt's food import bill continues to rise each year. the most serious t 
land to construction. A special feature on pages 12 and 13. 



At least three sites of Sovict
matlc SAM -5 missiles in Syria arc 
helicved to he linked to the overall 
Soviet air defence command. The 
sites arc cast of Aleppo. northeast of 
Damascus and ncar Homs. The mis
siles have a range of close to 2XO 
kilometres and hlankct Lebanon 
and the northern part of Israel, as 

Shultz 
1 ivc. loge! her wif h somc "positive" 
.. igus from Israel, there was now a 
··genuine sense of movement, a 
pretty widely shared desire to sec 
things move forward." 

Diplomatic sources here ex
plained that one source of optimism 
wa-; Mr. Shultz's success in convinc
ing Israeli leaders not to give a nat 
refusal to the idea of mcmbcrsofthc 
Palestine National Council being 
part of any future Jordanian- Pales
tinian delegation to peace talks. It is 

Refugees 
away . 

Although the current nood of 
refugees is without precedent here. 
Sudan has become a traditional 
haven over the ye.1rs for refugees 
trying to escape wars and famines in 
Ch.tJ. Uganda, Zaire amll :thiopia . 

But Sudan is heading for serious 

llnutell. Many doubt that the Soviet 
Union would want to risk a direct 
combat involvement 10 such an un
stahlc area as the Middle East. 

What worries the Israelis is not 
so much the numher of tanks and 
warplanes. in Syria as the improve
ment 111 the performance of the 
Syrian troops. Of particular concern 
is the degree of training of the elite 
commando battalions, 15 of which 

now understood that Israel will 
reserve the right to review proposed 
candidates on a case by case bas1s, 
and has not shut the door on PNC 
members who are willing to 
negotiate. 

Mr. Shultz laid special emphasis 
on the importance of Palestinian 
representation and the difficulties 
of identifying who should comprise 
the Palestinian team . Indeed, an 
agreement on the composition of 
the joint Jordanian-Palcstinian 
team was a key goal on Mr. Shultz's 
agenda . 

Mr. M~barak has suggested that 

problems of its own. Food stock
piles are expected to run out in a few 
months. well before the next har
vest, and a large number of 
Sudanese already have been 
uprooted by famine. 

Still. the officials of the new 
military government say thcy have 
no plans to change the country's 

.. c:~•o::•u assessments concur. 
"Every new war in the Middle East 
shows the Syrian performance to 
have improved a notch," one dip-
lomat said. · 

Commented another, "The 
Syrian retreat in Lebanon was not 
a rout. It was an organized and 
well coordinated withdrawal. The 
Syrians retreated while fighting." 

Since Israel's 19R2 invasion of 

such a te;un meet with American 
officials as a prelude to peace talks 
with the Israelis . 

Israel, Jordan and the PLO have 
all agreed to the principle of the joint 
negotiating team but there still 
remain enormous difficulties in 
reaching a consensus on who should 
man it. 

In Israel, Mr. Shultz was told 
that the often fragmented Israeli 
government was united in its insis
tence that no member of the PLO be 
included in the team . But in Jordan 
and Egypt the secretary of state was 
told clearly and forcefully that a way 

open-door policy . 

Gen. Abdul Rahman Sewar AI 
Dahhab, leader of the military 
regime that ousted Gen . Jaafar 
Nimeiri. has reaffirmed his govern
ment's "unswerving commitment to 
the continued policy of granting 
asylum to refugees ." 

And although the Ethiopian 
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There is a lot of ground to be 
covered. A visiting Western team of 
experts was allowed to watch gun
nery exercises of a supposedly crack 
Israeli a rmoured brigade. The 
targets were relatively easy but nvne 
was hit, until the irate commander 
chased one tank crew out and him
self fired the gun, with 'old school' 
precision. 

must he found to indude the I'LO it" 
a peace process i~ 10 continue.: and 
have any chance of succcss. 

Well-connect.:d sources say that 
the PLO is still dividcd <lVer whether 
to accept the American offer to 
meet with a Jordanian -Palestinian 
team . Mr. Arafat wants to enter the 
talks but agreeing to a no n-PLO 
negotiating team wo uld amount to 
an act of political suicide and make 
any progress towards rapproche
ment with the Syrian-backed Pales
tinian factions impo~sible . 

government has accused relief offi
cials of 'luring' refugee~ ac ro~s the 
border. Mr. Hassan said thc ncw 
governme nt's plans to improve rela
tions with Ethiopia will not affccl 
Sudan's refugee policy. 

''It is a peaceful act that should 
hurt nobody." he said. 

- . ·· -- r· - ·· -· ..... 
of cncrgy can be found to ma ke sea 
water convertible into usable \tater 
can thc rc be a las ting t<tke-off in. 
comprehensive deve lopment. 

So far . most GCCcounrrics have 
not been aggressive enough nor 
assertive cnough in thcirdl!fcrmina! 
lion to changc production pattnns . 
Most of the food we cat is imported , 
our clothes arc rnanufacturcd in 
foreign factories , and machincry 
and cquipua.: nt arc imported along 
with 'crviu.: ami maiutcuancc. 
Financiall y rich , the (i( "( " i' rela
tive ly feeble.: cconomica\ly . 

Yet this circle can and should be \ 
brokcn . Saudi Arabia has a\rc:ady 
awakened to thc d angc r and has 
hcc:n pur,uing a ullbl:ious strategy 
of industrialiLing ib hasic oil and 
mincral rcsourccs. The hugc pt:t 
rochcmica l indu>try >tand> as \\il
ne~' to thi> dctermination . Nut 
unnaturall y. diffindtio will he 
cncountcrcd . ~omc cn:n cm<lflating 
from in,idc partner> . Markcting 
ob,taclc> manipulatcJ ttl inhihit 
growth of a giant co mpetit o r arc 111H 
unfamiliM tacti~.:s in ~.: ut - thmat com
petition . 

Undaunted. the CICC cuuntric> 
should pu r> UC the c"lHJr'c of div.:r 
sifying their c~.:•lll• l mic, anJ r.:ndcr 
thcir growth morc >elf- ,u,taining . 

Saudi Arahia \ rcc.::nt strcs> on 
offsetting im c>fmcnb and cun
comitant joint vcnturc' 'itamh a> a 
ncw and vigorou> example . 


