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[Text]

On No* fin her 4 . I'M J,

Mr Taha Yassln Kamadhan,

First Deputy Prime Minister,
opened the first phase uf Sad
dam Irrigation Project pas
sing through the northern
Iraqi city of Klrkuk, I a'mim
Province. The project is in
cluded in the five-year de
velopment plan. luWi-|W5.
This irrigation project, the
biggest of its kind in Iraq,
will irrigntc, when finally im
plemented, one million
donumi ol land.

Planning sources .it the
project said the lirst phase
had been implemented six
months ahead ol schedule.

In his speech in the open
ing ceremony. Mr
Ramadhan said that the Ira

qi people, for the firM time
in their history had realized
outstanding development in
spite of the war they were
engaged in for more than
three ycurv He pointed out
that IWI. the second year of
the war had recorded the

highest allocations within the
development plan
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Irrigation Minister Mr
Abdul Wahab Mahmoud

Abdulla. announced during
the opening ceremony that
the government had allo
cated ID.465 million (about

1.435 million dolh.rs) for ma
jor irrigation projects in luHJ
a big jump from ID. 12(1 mil
lion (about 4ixi million dol
lars) in IV7H.

The first phase of the pro
ject which covers 25,1X111
donums of land includes a 67

kilometre (42 miles) canal,
four large regulators. 65
small regulators, four
siphons. V5(I.(KX) metres long
of asbesto pipes'.

The 67 km. main cunul
which carries water from the
Lower Zab River has u
capacity to deliver 27H cubic
metres ol water per second.
The canal is coated with con
crete and other materials
such as plastic sheets and tur.

Civil engineer, Miss Sabah
Mohammed, who supervised
the execution of the canal,
said lhat the work has been
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done systematically and suc
cessfully. In the first year her
job was to supervise the pro-
cess of mixing concrete, later
on she supervised the cout-
ing of the canal with con-
crcte and tar. Six other
women engineers worked in
Ihe first phase of the project
" wel1 u* many men and
women engineers, workers
and technicians.

The Irrigation project con
sists of u wholly under
ground network of pipes. A
water pumping station in ev-
cry 160 donums of land is
provided. These stations
help to bring water from the
Pipes up above the ground.

To bury these pipe, „nd
build the stations. 16.5 cubic
metres of soil were removed
"id Mr Abdul Majeed
Rwhid. the director of the
project.

He further added thut
there were u number of fuc-
tors which made (he project
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successful such as the availa
bility of wufer resources in
"ddtion to the fertile land
and the suitable local weath
er conditions which fit va
rious kinds o| agricultural
crops.

The project included con-
struction ol seven modern
villages comprising 577
houses, roads, four farms to
carry out agricultural resear
ches und experiments, u
sugar cane farm and a fully
automatically operated wu-
ter control system.

The project also houses a
maintenance and repair
workshop run by a mecha
nical engineer.. Mr hi rah
Karim. Me said that many
kinds of heavy machines,
vehicles and other equip-
ment were used on (he pro
ject. Operators of these
equipment have had. accord
ing to Mr David Elias. va
rious training and technical
courses held for (hem.


