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SYRIA CELEBRATES

The long-awaited damming of the
Euphrates took place in a festive
atmosphere in Syria on July 5. Ten-ton
concrefe blocks hurtling into the river
markad the completion of the first stage
of the hydropower project built with
Soviet assistance. For Syrians, this also
means the first step in the realization
of their long-cherished dream of harnes-
sing the Euphrates and using ifs waters
for their qood.

Delegations from many countries, in-
cluding the Soviet Union, arrived in
Syria at the invitation of its government
and the Arab Socialist Renaissance
(Baath) Party to celebrate this moment-

ment delegation, headed by Andrei Ki-
rilenko, Political Bureau Member and
Secretary of the Communist Party's
Central Committee, visited the town of
hydropower workers, Tabqa, renamed

~— -ous-evanh-The Soviet Party-and govern- -

this goal. Modern mills and factories
have been put into operation, oil ex-
traction has been started by national
companies, and railways are being
buili—all this with the aid of the Soviet
Union and other socialist  states.
However, it is the hydropower com-
plex now under consiruction that will
become the "backbone of develop-
ment,” as Syrian journalists have des-
cribad this giant undertaking of frem-
endous importance for their country's
economy.

An Arab legend says that very long
ago a Turkish sultan and his suite were
crossing the Euphrates after colilecting

--tribute near the place where the dam

is now being erected. But the hastily
built bridge collapsed and the spoils
sank. Remembering this legend the
Syrians are going to exiract from the
river far greater "wealth” and use it in
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