
Ministry ofAgriculture urged tq
itake serious steps

AfHnvestigative 'committee must be setup to find
adopted the proposal

nut who is responsible' ^

IHfcSH DAYS, many people in-
cluding city dwellers, moshavniks
and kibbutzniks believe a committee
of inquiry should be established to
investigate the water crisis in Israel.

A moshavnik grabbed some par
ched earth and threw it into the air,
"The lack of rain has me worried.
What is worrying me even more is
thatnoone ispromising me thatnext
winter will be a better one. I have a
feeling that no one in the govern
ment, especially in the Ministry of
Agriculture, is really taking serious

Asked about th&uts irSlie" w1236
quotas, if this was not a serious step, .
he replied, "Yes it is seriousbut it is
not enough. Officially, the cut is
about 10per cent; with me the cut is

j closer to 30 per cent because I was
forced to use water in Febmarv and
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them not to grow cotton. We will
save not only water but other pro
duction costs too, like the use of
fertilizers, herbicides and pesticides. J minister of agriculture Ariel Sharon

"I know that not to plant and to I promiSed in the Knesset that the
get paid isin directoppositionto the » caoinet would devote at least one
established socialist philosophy I meeting per year todiscuss the water
which states 'farming atall cost.' R problems ofIsrael "l '"Hi tnHav not

"What disturbs me is that no one

March. I believe the cut for farmers
should be much greater, but under
the condition we are compensated
for not being able to produce. It is
not my fault that there isn't any
water now. This is why a committee
must be set up to find out who is
responsible!"

A kibbutznik from one of the most
prosperous kibbutzim in the country
was very worried when he discussed
thS w"atercrisis. ••-••••- •• •• >-.-

"I'm worried because my liveli
hood depends on water. For us it
means that we must stop production.
We will be out of work. Who will
compensate us? Who will pay the
price? Yes! I do believe that a com
mittee of inquiry should be estab

lished. The minister of agriculture
should have had the courage to come
out on such a year like the present
one and say, 'No one knows whatnext
.year will be like, we'd better keep
some water in case next year will be '
as bad if not worse than,the present
one.' Instead, what does he do, cut i
the water quotas by about 10 per
cent. It's a joke!"

Asked what he would do if he was
the minister of agriculture, the kib
butznik replied, "For starters, I
would not have allowed the planting
of cotton this summer. We coulrt
have saved about 300 million cubic
metres of water which might bf
sorely needed next year." a* then
added that the farmers sn -uld be
properly compensated for ;iot grow
ing cotton.

A leading scientist a; the Techn-
ion, Prof. Gedalia Shelef, also
agreed with the mosl avniks and kib
butzniks. £_ „{£,- yjjff^

"About 70 pc cent of the water
goes to agriculture. Everyone knows
that in Israt 1 I le chief consumer of
water is cotton. The cotton growers
are demand';ig government help be
cause the p ice of cotton in the world

market h is dropped below the level
of profit tbility. So why is cotton still
N'lnp grown? If the farmers have to
be ubsldized anyway, subsidize

seems to be taking into considera
tionthesevere watershortage andits
direct effect on agriculture itself. I
believe thewhole matter concerning
water policy should be investigated
and maybe new priorities estab
lished. We are facing a catastrophe,
but people tend to be optimistic by
nature and live with the hope
thatnext year will bring great quanti
ties of rain. But what willwe do if the
rains will not come next year
either?"

Heexplained thatanother partof
, the problem is that the lack of rain

lowers the quality of the water.
He explained that rains dilute re

servoirs, including micro-organisms
and salinity in water. Another dan
ger is that in the present situation,
when quotas are cut, farmers tend to
use more purified sewage water fcr
irrigation. "Sometimes farmrrs
might be tempted tocutcornets, tnd
use sewage water that has not '>een
fully purified."

Another person who belie- es that
a commission of inquiry should be
established is former MX Yosef
Tamir. In the late 70s,rs tie head of
a Knesset sub-comm;ttef on ecolo
gy, he chaired an investigation on
this matter. Thf investigation was
in-depth, takin,. over 18 months to
complete.

In his bc-k Haver Knesset (Knes
set Member) he tells about this
committfe and its findings. "The
bottom line being that during 30,
years Israel's water policy has been !
to u',e water above and beyond its
capabilities. No steps haw h~>„ 1
taken to_cut_ aown on the use of,
"*at#r, because bf the strong agri
cultural lobby. During the first 3d
years of statehood Israel has over
used' more than 1.7 billion cubic
metres of water, which endangers
water resources of future genera
tions."

-JThis committee came out with a
seriesof recommendations concern
ing water policy. These recom
mendations were, adopted by the
Knesset more than five years ago but!
mostof the decisions have not been!
implemented. y .. ,"'7_ 1QOC

Among the recolhmendarions'rr"
investheavily to increasealternative
water resources, such as the use of
recycled sewage water and run-off
flood water. Toincrease educational
campaigns in the conservation and
more effective use of water. To find
ways to stop the waste of water by
municipalities, public institutions
and private users.

Concerning the farmers, the com-
nrittee proposecLand Knesset

adopted the proposal to reallocate
the water quotas in different areas of
Israel, according to different plants
and orchards, in order to use this
resource to the optimum. An effort
will be made to increase the quality
of water for drinking, agricultural
use and other purposes.

Tamir added that in 1979 the then

. Until today not
even one meeting has been bid, and
this promise remains only a prom
ise."

Confronted with these facts and
demands that he take a stronger
hand, Minister of Agriculture Arye
Nehamkin, who usually has a cool
temperament, was angered. 'Yes,

these farmers come to you and say
cut more in the water quotas, don't
let them grow cotton. That's what
they tell journalists. Do you know
what they tell me? 'Cut my neigh
bour's water off but don't touch
mine.'"

r»Tien asked about the proposal to
s< jp the planting of cotton, he loses
'us temper, saying, "Pigish. They are'
very selfish. They want to cut the
production of cotton so that the
watercanbe, qsedfortheir, industries
such asflowers or fish',; ,, ' J , '.'

"I think that the 10 per cent cut
that we decided on is enough. But
just the same, I called onexperts to I
review this decision, and in a week or
two after hearing their recommenda
tions I might increase the cut, but if
you ask me today, I say that the 10
per cent cut isenough. Remember, I
amthefirst minister ofagriculture to
orderacutinwaterquotas. I canalso
promise you that in case we have a
good year with plenty of rains next
winter I might decide to continue
this cut in an effort to reduce the
huge overdraft, which is equivalent
to a full year of wateruse, or about
1.6 billioncubic metres of water.

When asked what will happen if
next winter isasdry as this year, he
replied, "Thenwe will really have a
problem and wemight evenhqye to
stop growing vegetables and other
fieldcrops so that the available water
will go to irrigate the orchards." He
thengave a mischievous grin, "Who
knows, we might have to ask for
water from America."

Askedabout forming acommittee
ofinquiry onthis matter, "Yes, why
not? This seems to be thestyle now,
on every little subject to hold an '•
investigation. I think you and maybe
others are trying tocreate a panic in
the public. Ifeveryone would carry
out our instructions there wouldn't
beany reason toworry."
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