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onut whoisresponsible’  —

Ministry of Agriciilture urged
take serious steps

mvestigative ‘committee must be

setup to find

adopted the proposal to reallocate
the water quotas in different areas of
Israel, according-to-different plants
and orchards; imorder-to~use-this
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IHESE DAYS, many people in-

cluding city dwellers, moshavniks

and kibbutzniks believe a committee

of inquiry should be established to
investigate the water crisis in Israel.

A moshavnik grabbed some par-

ched earth and threw it into the air,

“The lack of rain has me worried.

What is worrying me even more is

that no one is promising me that next

winter will be a better one. I have a

feeling that no one in the govern-

ment, especially in the Ministry of

| Agriculture, is really taking serious

steps.” - C e

Asked about thekits inlHe whiglD

quotas, if this was not a serious step, .
he replied, “Yes it is serious but it is
not enough. Officially, the cut is
about 10 per cent; with me the cut is
closer to 30 per cent because I was

 forced to use water in Februarv and .

March. I believe the cut for farmers

should be much greater, but under

the condition we are compensated

for not being able to produce. It is

not my fault that there isn't any

water now. This is why a committee
: must be set up to find out who is
responsible!”

A kibbutznik from one of the most
prosperous kibbutzim in the country
was.very worried when he discussed
the Witer crisis. - -7 - - i

“I'm worried because my liveli-

_hood depends on water. For us it
means that we must stop production.
We will be out of work. Who will
compensate us? Who will pay the
price? Yes! I do believe that a com-
mittee of inquiry should be estab-

. lished. The minister of agriculture
" should have had the courage to conre
out on such a year like thtivﬂresem
one and say, ‘No one knows what next

will be like, we'd better keep .

some water in case next year will be °
as bad if not werse, than, the present
one.’ Instead; what-does he do, cut»
the water quotas by about 10 per
cent. It's a joke!” )
- Asked what he would do if he was
the minister of agriculture, the kib-
| butznik replied, “For starters, I
would not have allowed the planting
of cotton this summer. We could
have saved about 300 million cubic
" metres of water which might be
sorely needed next year.” H« then
added that the farmers should be
properly compensated for 1ot grow-
ing cotton.

A leading scientist at the Techn-
ion, Prof. Gedalia Shelef, a]_so |
agreed with the moshavniks and kib-
butzniks. 2- = Litib,

“About 70 pe' cent of the water
Igoes to agricultvre. Everyone knows
that in Isracl the chief consumer of
water is cottcn. The cotton growers
are demand’ng government help be-
cause the price of cotton in the world

market hus dropped below the level
of nrofit (bility. So why is cotton still
bemng grown? If the farmers have to
be -ubsidized anyway, subsidize

- Lk

- which states ‘farming at all cost.”

resource to the optimum. An effort
will be made to increase the quality
of water {lor drinking, agricultural
use and other ses.

Tamir addedpuﬂ?:t’in 1979 the then
minister of agriculture Ariel Sharon
promised in the Knesset that the
cabinet would devote at least one
meeting per year to discuss the water
problems of Israel. “Until today not
even one meeting has been held, and
this promise remains only a prom- -
ise.” i

Confronted with these facts and |
demands that he take a stronger .
hand, Minister of Agriculture Arye
Nehamkin, who usually has a cool
temperament, was angered. ‘Yes, ,

these farmers tomie to you and say
cut more in ‘the water quotas, don’t |
let them grow cotton. That's what
they tell journalists. Do you know
what they tell me? ‘Cut my neigh-
bour’s water off but don’t touch
mine.’ "

"hen asked about the pro to
s'op the planting of cotton, he loses |
lus temper, saying, “Pigish. They are”
very selfish. They want to_cut_the
production of cotton so_that the

them not to grow cotton. We will
save not only water but other pro-
duction costs too, like the use of
fertilizers, herbicides and pesticides.

“I know that not to plant and to
get paid is in direct opposition to the
established socialist philosophy

“What disturbs me is that no one
seems to be taking into considera-
tion the severe water shortage and its
direct effect on agriculture itself, I
believe the whole matter concerning
water policy should be investigated
and. maybe new priorities estab-
lished. We are facin acatastrophe,
but people tend to %e imisti
nature and live with the hope
that next year will bring great quanti-
ties of rain. But what will we do if the
rains will not come next year
either?”

He explained that another part of

¢ the problem is that the lack of rain
lowers the quality of the water.

He explained that rains dilute re-
servoirs, including micro-organisms
and salinity in water. Another dan-
ger is that in the present situation,
when quotas are cut, farmers tend to
use more purified sewage water for
irrigation. ‘“‘Sometimes farmers
might be tempted to cut corners, ind
use sewage water that has not heen
fully purified.”

Another person who belie es that
a commission of inquiry skould be
established is former MX Yosef
Tamir. In the late 70s, s t'ie head of
a Knesset sub-commiiter on ecolo-
gy, he chaired an investigation on
this matter. The investigation was
in-depth, taking over 18 months to
complete. .

In his book Haver Knesset (Knes-
set Member) he tells about this
committee and its findings. “The
bottom line being that during 30
years israel’s water policy has been
to use water above and beyond its
capabilities. eps have been

can be used for their industries
-S.Um.u.ﬂmmop%hn_‘@e =is ‘

_think that the 10 per.cent-cut
that we decided on is. ~But
just the same, I called on experts to !
review this decision, and in a week or
two after hearing their recommenda-
tions I might increase the cut, but if
you ask me today, I say that the 10
per cent cut is enough. Remember, I
am the first minister of agriculture to -
order a cut in water quotas. I can also
promise you that in case we have a
good year with plenty of rains next |
winter I _might decide to continue.
this cut in_an_effort-to-reduce-the-
huge overdraft, which-is equivalent

to a-full-year of water use, or about
1.6 billion cubic ietres of water, .. -
When asked what will happen if
next winter is as dry as this year, he
replied, “Then we will really have a

B

taken to cut down on the use of  problem and we might even hgve to
watdr, because of the strong agri,  S'OP growing vegetables and other
cultyri I _""""D"il‘ﬁiﬁ"‘fﬁ'é“l%ﬂp ﬁgld Crops so that the available water
“years of statehdod.Israel-i will go to irrigate the orchards.” He
used more than 1.7_billio then gave a mischievous grin, “Who

knows, we might have to ask for
water from America.”

Asked about forming a committee
of inquiry on this matter, “Yes, why..
not? This seems to be the style now,

- on every little subject to hold an /
investigation. I think you and maybe

metres of water, which e
water resoiirces of future
tions.” '

__This committee came out with a
series of recomim
ing water policy
mendations _were,.

Knesset more than five years ago bu others are trying to create a ranic in
most of the decisions have not bee the public. If everyone would carry
implemented. 7 . out our instructions there wouldn'’t |

beanyreasontoworry.”

__Among the reqdmmeg_ééjogl.
invest heavily to increase alternative

water resources,.such.as_the tse of
recycled sewage water and run-off
flood water: Toincrease educational
_campaigns in the conservation and
more effective use of water. To find
ways to stop_the waste-of-water by
municipalities, public institutions
and private users,
Concerning the farmers, the com-
mittee proposed and Knesset
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