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Catastrophe

HAiM GVATI is an expert on wa- *
ter. Among the many jobs the 85-
year-old has held are: secretary of
Kibbutz Hameuhad movement,
director general and Minister of
Agriculture. As such he is one of the
persons who shaped and established
Israel's water policy, which today is
facing problems.
„ Wells are drying up or turning
saline, the Kinneret is at its lowest
level and most of the artificial water
ijeservuiU'irWBiy'lil'tfte'Start of the
summer. Who is responsible?
•„ "We didn't make a mistake in our
concept! There is no need to hang
anyone or put people in jail for the
sorry situation of today's water re
sources," Gvati said.
,t But to use up all the water tewfc*1
very last drop? / - -Q^- 1300
[h "Yes we shouliTuse water to the
very last drop, otherwise the water
lies idle deep in the earth while
above ground this same water could
be used to water several thousand
dunams of land: - •
--"What must be done is to ensure
that every lastdrop of water is put to
good use and not wasted. I have
been in this country for about 60
years, and there are cycle* of rainy
years and dry years. But I must
admit that I find it hard to remember
such a tQugljsjtuation as we. are
facing today. The rains this winter
came after two consecutive years of
dry winters, and they were way be-
Ibw average, and worst of all they
came in long intervals so not much
water seeped into the underground
reservoirs.

"There is no need to search for
scape goats; we all know that this can
happen, that there will be dry years.
I can be an angry prophet too, and
tell you that if next year will also be
dry we will face a catastrophe. But
that is the situation we are dealing
with here and wr. are in the hands of
the mercy of the Almighty.

"If we want to build this country
we have to use water. Water is one of
the few natural resources we have,
fljee land from which we can grow
food for local consumption and to

rtarn money from exports. So of
Idourse we must exploit this natural

resource. £ - -^3- \%QQ
But like every other exploitation
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*e also drew red lines, up to what
Wvel we can draw water. The Kin
neret, for example, is at its lowest
level in history. I remember the
Kinneret being at low levels and I
a;|so remember the Kinneret being at
such a level that goodsweet drinking
water was sent down the Jordan to
#e Dead Sea because the Kinneret
,w^s overflowing," he said,
i,, Asked if the farmers are not steals
ing water when they exceed their |
irrigation water,quotas, Gvauimplied
1VN0." _..' ,„'
. . "The distribution of water is in the
hands of the government. This win
ter the government allowed the far
mers to exceed their quotas despite
the difficult situation, for the sirople
reason that no one believed Feftru-
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ary and Marsh would-be so dry, and
we could not let the crops of the
farmers dry up.

"But now we have a state of
ejnergency in the water field, and we

. are goingto cut on the quotas;and if
tne situation becomes worse during
the summer we will cut even furth
er," he warned. 1

Some experts claim that the pre-1
sent cut is too small and the quotas
should be cut much more.

"It is always like that; experts j
demand alarger cut inquotas.Water 1
officials see only water and the far
mers see how their production is
being lowered without water. This
matter concerning quotas is just like
any, other matter in the country
whether it be political or economic;
you can only reach an agreement by
comr^rnjge^This.is.why I told you
straight from tne start that you can
not find anyone to hang, because
there is no one that is guilty for the
present sorry situation. If you want
to blame someone then it must be
the Lord above."

Concerning the future and if there
was no need to change the present
concept of the use of water in agri
culture, he said that in general Israel
was going in the right direction, by
trying to produce more crops for
export.

"We are already overproducing
for the local market so all our efforts
must now go to the export market.
Here we must continue to search for
produce that will give us highest
yields, profits and use the smallest
quantities of water.

"For example if we could grow
1,000 dunams less of cotton and
instead use it for flowers we could '
save water and receive about 10
times the money that cotton fetches.
The motto here is to grow more
intensive crops, and to utilize water
in a more efficient manner. Believo r—
me that it is easy to say these things
but ro translate this into reality is no
eay matter. In agriculture every
thing comes after labouring and
sweatingquite a lot," he said.
, Gvati concluded that the situation

isn't all that bleak.

"We,baye..ha4,such,bad tirnes.in,
the past; this is part"of the cycle-.,I.
believe that farmers should never,,
make aTearry yrofifWmbsyacoiint,
but should do this every several
years. In this way the cycle with its
peaks and lows evens out. The same
holds true with water; there are rainy
years and dry years."
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