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REGIONAL AFFAIRS

AFESD DIRECTOR INTERVIEWED ON FUND'S CURRENT ROLE

London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 6 Mar 85 p 8

{Interview with Dr Muhammad al-'Imadi, director of the Arab Fund for Economic
and Social Development by Abd al-Mun'im al-Ashnihi: "Saudi Arabia Playing a
Big Role in Supporting Fund Development Projects. Fund Gives Priority to Arab
Food Security Projects;" in Riyadh, date not specified]

[Text] Dr Muhammad al-'Imadi, AFESD director general and chairman of the board,
has expressed his appreciation of the step which Prince Talal bin 'Abd-al-'Aziz,
director of the Arab Gulf Program, has taken in support the development and
humanitarian agencies of the United Nations in backing one of the important
development projects in the Gaza strip, indicating that this initiative will
encourage the other Arab Funds and regional organizations in taking similar
positions in the near future towards the Palestinian people in its occupied
lands. Dr al-'Imadi also praised the support which the kingdom extends to the
fund s programs, explaining that the kingdom contributes 20 percent of the
fund scapital. He added that since its inception, the fund has met with every
solicitude from al-Shaykh Muhammad Aba al-Khayl, the Saudi minister of finance
and national economy, observing that he will become chairman of the fund's
board of governors at the meeting which will take place 9 April 1981. Dr
*« IT??J 8avd ^ fc?e fUnd haS extended 13« lo^s, valued at approximately638 million Kuwaiti Dinars, to 16 countries. The fund also wants to contribute
to rebuilding Lebanon, but this is dependent on the security situation there.

This emerged in the conversation which AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT had with Dr Muhammad
al- imadi during his recent visit to the Saudi capital, and the following is
tne text of the meeting.

Arabia?0"1 WHat ^ the "atUre °f y°Ur qUlCk VlSit t0 the Kin9doni of Saudi

[Answer] I have come in answer to the invitation of Prince Talal, the director
of the Gulf Program, with me is my colleague, Dr Isma'il al-Zabiri, the director
™Se.S?!TJ<f°r.8t"dles and "searches at the fund, and we have surveyed
AFESD activities in the service of the Arab human being, the Arab youth, child
and woman, these areas being within the concern of Prince Talal. We also dis
cussed with Prince Talal the subject of participation in support of Arab



governments to eradicate illiterate *„,? fh ,
together with the Arab Agency to radicate n i? WhlCh ^ fU"d is **«lling
Organization for Education, Culture and th^s^7""^' °f the Arab
Illiteracy Eradication and Adul L,1hI un"S'"and the Arab Pu"d for
Plan that will contriouS to^the efadicaUon^cf I,^^^^ of .„ ambitiousexceed $30 million, and it include1" °\ ^literacy. The plan will
vision films for that purpose ThLnrn3^' t0 Pr0dUCe educational tele-Purpose. This program consists of 45 20-minute episodes.
Prince Talal considered this effnr*- •„ ^ •
and aims of the Gulf progra^ fnd with ^ " aCCOrdance "*«, the intentions
could become abasis ^or^reasina J ^ 1B." basic human Pr°°lem, as it
also promised some fWia?:^?^^"S oV^T^' The Princethis program, and cited the important nf . $250'000' "hich might be needed for
on one side, and AFESD in tJSEl and\?l e?°P«ratl«> ^tween the Gulf Program
Participation in some programs ^r^ntr^?9 ?* I"1"™*1 *"* logical
Arab society, in additlon^to contributing to J ^ 6evelot™nt problem in
the general support given to the I !k 9 deYel<>P»ent matters through
society. 9 e" t0 the Arab women' child and human being in this

Arab Food Security

iKTSSlrSJ 1S thG "^ °f the fU"d in i--i"9 ^ security for the

ProS to^df^s^ DrDChaTled m°re th3n half of ". loanof agricultural pXS ^^^'iV0?"?^ »"«**ng for anumber
Yemen, Somalia, Sudan and Sji^outi h*l "' Turusia' Jordan, North and South
important i„ the economic and^il, h T "* SUbJ6Ct °f food sec«"ty isthe insufficiency ofth. fS ntLL deVeloPment operation, particularly as
in some continents, and specifTclnt i" T T^^' WMch We now obs«ve
that distresses us What we as a LiV fC1Can continent, is a matter
ourselves with is to P^^h' e«o^ Tin' eStablishment< -hould concern
the extensive resources Z th'is' ££"£ £ g^Tof""^ 6Xpl0iti^

"^^%r%ttss1:da^rl9158^^^hae--aSn: s r we began in »»• - —projects. The fund's concern is not MmiLf t?°8e in,P°rtant agricultural
hfs made contributions to S£ spates Jha It S'0 ^ financi»* «-. as it
r:*.if. are encountered by aqricultnr!? / , ealS Wlth' "yarding the problems
•iT which it forseesf based on "s ex^rtis^"' *" ^ naU°n' and the ^~would also like to mention th, 111 " solvin9 those problems, i
wheie alarge number of experts ^HhTi i t00k PlaCe in 1984 *" the UAE,
ministers and experts in development £L '°f/ormer P""* ministers,
in the fields of develop ^sTve aarlc^'t ,**''•Vari°US "commendations
arrived at through the deliberation^ agric"ltural Policies, the conclusionscountries. ^liberations, were distributed to all the Arab



mentation and f^'" Z™*™ alS° eXtend t0 suPP°'ting agricultural experi-T!.hn^ ? "search centers. The Arab Fund is extending financial, and also

tho^Lf^ Tk WhiCh hSS been COmpleted' and - that they may S? li e
way of seL f; * eStim*te that the inCr°ase in ^-cultural PSuctvty byway of seed improvement could surpass 25 Percent of the present harvest if
the necessary requirements for this work are provided. harvest, if

Suet";: dmrrsr:;1;0 8trocs the im^^^ «* ^hm*, *. unPro-

i*Idi IJ.ui ?. •1"M«,"»««»«l»»M 01 al-Hammadah iimji,, which enendi between

in W85 therefore' there ls aconcentration on the subject of food security

A Water Policy

[Question] What about the fund's priority projects?

[Answer] The fund is concentrating on instituting awater policy that wo„lH h-
cognizant of the importance of water in the Arab'nation? an^ he necessity oT
anr?inVater ln-a manner that is in aocordance with the sound exploitationand the preservation of this important resource, not only in^aqricullura? Uf„
£ r^j£ aats ih:h^inn^r:fai986ari0ri:idthat - s ~ ~Kuwait Development Fund, lTlZ°lttT'^s^ to^^£VT™ ""
policy, preserving and soundly utilizing wat>ir resources and profitable to
various Arab countries, could result from such work. Profitable to

There are also other subjects to which the fund pays great attention Th.v

various training courses, in cooperation with the Arab Union for Technical
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Rebuilding Lebanon

[Question] Let us talk now about your part in the rebuilding of Lebanon, and
when may we expect the beginning of the response to its requirements?

[Answer] Lebanon is an AFESD member, and the brothers in authority in the Board
of Directors of this fund wish to help and support the people and government of
Lebanon in rebuilding the country. In the past, the fund had extended loans
for the Beirut Port project and the electricity project in Lebanon, but the
present conditions have not enabled the Arab Fund to do its duty in contributing
to the efforts which must be made to rebuild Lebanon. We hope, with all
eagerness and enthusiasm that, God willing, v;t shall be afforded this oppor
tunity when the security situation has stabilized in Lebanon to an extent
that would permit us to resume our activities in this fraternal country which
is in need of every help and support from us.

[Question] What is the volume of the support required from the fund for the
rebuilding of Lebanon?

[Answer] The brothers who are responsible for this at the Ministry of Finance
and the Development Board in Lebanon have submitted to us programs for recon
struction. Everyone knows that the conditions which the Lebanese economy is
undergoing now could require the re-examination of some of those programs so as
to bring them up to date in accordance to the existing conditions in Lebanon.
I think that the required efforts are very substantial, and the required
financing is substantial. In the past Lebanon has participated in supporting
numerous Arab activities, and it is also incumbent upon us to help our Lebanese
brothers and to participate in rebuilding Lebanon when we are given an oppor
tunity to do this.

[Question] What repercussion does the decision which Prince Talal took in
relation to the Palestinian people in Gaza have on your position regarding
Lebanon?

[Answer] I believe that what Prince Talal has undertaken, should be undertaken
by other similar organizations. We hope that an agreement will be reached in
the future between the Lebanese government and the Arab and international
financing establishments on programs that will be approved by the contributing
Arab countries and implemented with the aid of the Arab funds, so that there
will be a concentration on an acceptable program to rebuild Lebanon. It is
hoped that Lebanon will realize its aspiration in rebuilding the country and
its economy. We praise God that the usurping and invading Israeli forces have
began to leave Lebanon, thanks to the courageous popular resistance which has
set a wonderful example, an example that will be emulated in resistance to
occupation, its heroic actions having created a great impression on all Arab
fighters.

Tangible Saudi Support

[Question] How does the director general of the fund regard the volume and
vitality of Saudi support for AFESD.



Aba al-Khav! Ld £« Jf " ?'" inVPStment in the ^nd. and al-Shaykh Muhammad
tSe AFESD aareeln in P3rtlCipated in the 1967 A^ria Conference to arrangeth! nil aqreement. The Kingdom cf Saudi Arabia now has the doputyship to
chLrm^n ""the fctrd o^ °f 9°Ver"-S' and ^^ykh Aba al-Khayl will Lie
be Sd in Aprlll985 J^Tli " "* "^ mGetin9 °f th° *»'* Which wil1ol directors Dr UiH Tm f * fL""0" °f itS "presentative on the boardor directors, Dr Salih al-Maydam, the kingdom is exercising clear quidanco
persuasion and support for the programs and activities of the Aab Fund ?he
percent" "he^und': "T^ '?.**"" iS """^ at ^^llllT20 °contrlbnffr, capital, and it is as you see, a clear and persuasive
a^oro^t I' "nSUrPaSSed eXC6Pt f°r the State of Kuwai*' whose contribution is
S££ m y 2, PCrCent °f th° fUnd'S caPitaU *d° n°t regard financial
othL ac "tie" ywhlchth:h8i;9lrl faCt°r ^ SUPP°rting thc fund' *» "J«"ireconstant oatronLfw ? "^ lnltiates and whic" receive the kingdom'sconstant patronage. We always meet with all the support and backina for th*
work we are doing from al-Shaykh Aba al-Khayl. There is a o the sLal Develop-
Tzl Sr\"" C°°^ination exists b^ween us and the Saudi Development Fund P
SSL^i9 V°°? ^ encoura*inS r^ts in all areas. We strLe for the

rfSs rr?T°f ^ aCtivities of ^e Arab Fund with those of
kingdom through Cann0t bUt rely °n the imP°rtance which theKingdom, through the government of King Fahd bin •Abd-al-'A/i?, hay accorded
us, and we place all our confidence in the continuation of ,1 °
approval of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia of the fund's activities?
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