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S':"RIA !~ . ARAB REPUBLIC 

The total area of the Syrian Arab Republ ic i s 18 .5 mi l lion ha wi t h wi dely 
varyi ng soils; it i ncludes Medi t erranean r ed , dark yell ow , r eddish br own , yell ow 
desert, gypsif e r ous and l evee so ils. Sandy so i ls are scattered i n t he di f f erent 
soils ment ioned above in small areas t hat have not yet been surveyed. 

Syrian soils vary i n their characteristics according to origin and mode of 
formation of each. Hork is now being concentrated on soil surveying i n areas whic h 
benefit or will benefit from the ma j or irrigation pr oj ec ts . The current wo rk is 
devo t ed to some de t ailed survey ing to i dent i fy soil groups and basic c harac t eristics 
of each. Up till now a tot al a rea of 280 000 ha has been surveyed i n th e Euphrates 
Valley, Ghab and El Sen. Work is in progre s s on t he clas s i f icat ion of the present 
irrigated areas and on those which are .planned to be irrigat ed from the Euphrates 
dam. 

The total area that could be cultivat ed exceeds 7 million ha of which 
600 000 ha is irrigated. The rest is under rai nf ed agriculture using a crop 
rotation with fullow. Of course the area unde r irrigation will be doubled after 
completion of the Euphrates dar:~. 

The Syrian Government pays cons iderabl e attention to '"'ate r r esources s i nc e 
a sound knowledge of the ·v1a t er balanc e i s essent i al fo r t he pl anning of agric'.ll tural 
development when t he wat er re s ources are rather l imited in c omparison t o the wat er 
requirements of t he crop s . About 6ot of Syri a has a rai nfall of less t han 250 mm 
where t he evaporation r eac hes 2 500 mm per year. Therefore it is necessary to adopt 
wise measures and techni que s f or management and ut ilization of irrigation water. 

Experimental f arms have been est ablished to fi nd out t he bes t irri gation 
methods, crop ro t ations and determination of crop wat e r requ irements. 

In t he past, because of t he misuse of irri&ation water coupled with t he 
introduction of cotton, the salinity pr oblem became apparent especially in t he 
Euphrates and Khabour valleys and some parts of El Ghab. The problem is being 
aggravated year after year. This has led to t he need for planning land 
recl~~ation on a large scal e in t h e country. Such work is i n hand at present 
and we have r eached conclusions of val ue in the successful and economic utilization 
of these lands. A final plan is now being drawn up for an integrated irrigation 
and drainage system for all the Euphrates valley, having an area of 640 000 ha. 

Horizontal expansion in the agricultural development of Syria, based on an 
increasing total area of irrigation , goe s hand in hand with vertical expansion 
by applying modern t echniques to crop management and using f ertilizers according 
to scientific patterns; concerning t he latter, a new policy has been established 
for fertilizing cotton, sugarbeet and wheat and t here are also plans for improving 
soil properties. 
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