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Move to update imigation system

THE US-Agency [or Iuterna-
tional Devétapraent (AID)
has agreed to finance a new

project to develop irrigation
systetas on 600,000 feddans;
in a nuiaber of governorates,
throughout the country. The
project, which is considered
of great itaportance, is expec-
ted to be colapleted within
five years starting in the

1aiddle of this year, said First

Under-Secretary of the
Ministry of Irrigations” Dr.
Tharwat Fahiai. -
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the Directors of irriga
agriculture, and land recla-
raation to exaraine the proba-
ble results of the recent dis-
covery of the subterranean
reservoir, which has a capa-
city of 740 billion cubic
raetres.

The discovery will enable
Siwa oases to raove conside-
rably towards developraent,
and 50,000 people at least, of
farraers frora the Nile Va

feddans for-a period of at
least 200 years. ' -
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aita of-the study is (o deter-
wm"e the available water

canals, and recycling drai- _~resources for use on reclarna-

nage water [or use in agri-(?lv/
ture, said Dr. Fahrai.~The

tal cost of the _pf{j;:t is

100 raillion
5 raillion is in
to cover
purchases of “the required
equiptaent, he said:

Meanwhile, the Mini of
Irrigation is currently co
ducting a study on the sub-
terranean
south of Egypt on the border
with the Sudan, under the
auspices of the United
Nations (UN) and in collabo-
ration with the Sudan, The
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rough studies conducted by a
leading US organisation over
two years, said Mr. Moha-
1aed- Ahiaed Allara, Under-
Secretary of the Ministry of

Siwa oasis and
ways of drawi

The Secretary of the Natio-
nal Deraocratic Party in
Matruh, Mr. Ali Abbas said
that the NDP has decided to
contribute, with the Governo-
rate, in executing the recla-
aation of 11,000 feddans at

‘the Zaytun oasis in the first
stage of the agricultural pro-

ject. The area will be cultiva-

reservoir in the .

tion projects, said an official
source at the Ministry.

The study is also directed
Lo 1aaking use of the subter-
ranean reservoir of Nubia,
south-west of Egypt, which
is distinguished by its sto-
ring of water suitable for

agriculture, said the source.

A nuraber of experiraental
araation projects to deter-

future, are to be ried out,
added the source. — GSS

to utilise Siwa water reservoir

ted with vegttables, fruit,
flowers, dical herbs and
other exportable crops.

eif of Siwa Oases, Mr.
asern Mahraud said that
the Ministry of Reconstruc-
tion has built three villages,
all provided with utilities, by
way of reconstructing the
area.

The Governor of Matruh
stated that Siwa will be visi-
ted by four rainisters who
will get an idea of the best
ways of benefiting frora the
sted water of the reservoir

Itivating barren land in

42 raillion, ‘which distance
can be covered in four ins-

. tead of 14 hours. — GSS
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canal planned
for Matruh

THE Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Agriculture,
Dr. Youssef Wali, is cur-
rently probing a project to
irrigate 100,000 feddans at
El-Alamein and Sidi Abdul
Rahman, and 150,000 fed-
dans at Wadi el-Dabaa
through a new canal that is
to start from the existing El-
Nubaria canal which provi-
des Borg el-Arab and El-
Hamam areas with water.

The Governor of Matruh,
Mr. Yusri el-Shami, said that
about 250,000 citizens are |
expected to settle in these’
areas and that studies are
being conducted on the pro- |-
per ways to remove mines
planted in these areas during”
World War II. e (Rl

Mr. el-Shami moreover said
that the project is being stu-
died by experts from the
ministries of Agriculture,
Irrigation, . Local Govern-
ment and Reconstruction
and Land Reclamation. :

‘*A plan has also been wor-
ked out to establish 750

farms for the production of
figs along the north-west
coast from Borg el-Arab to
Sidi Barrani a distance of 412 |
kilometres', said the Gover- |
nor. IR

The establishment of these|
farms will help revive the|
production of figs which was |
affected by the spread of |
residential districts west of *
Alexandria, and will also help
settle a large number of /|
bedouin, he .qdd_egl; —GSs [ '




