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Bid to expand New Valley farming

THIRTY" ‘expcrts from 27
foreign companies affirmed
that agricultural expansion
in the land of the New ley
is of prime importance to lT'ie\
national economy. They said
that the subterranean water
reservoir under the valley is a
natural one which according
to research, will never dry up.

These experts who are
employed by the Egyptian " M Abdul Samad Who is
government are from Africa, thé  Director - of the*\S&u
Asia and Latin American. Improvement Programme at ™.
The experts, led by the Egyp- the International Egyptian
tian agronomist Mr Magdi Centre for Agriculture, said
Abdul ,Sm%d' visited the that extensive studies have
new_agricultural projects in been conducted on obstacles
the New Valley and obtained impeding the execution of
first-hand information on the the agricultural strategy.

22 Mo Jes

problems of ‘underground
water, and sand-dunes, which
hamper the development of
new communities in the area.
The Governor, Mr Faruk el
~Telwai issued directives ™ to
'-}HQ‘ the research of the
rork™team and consider their
points o]\(ew s0 as Lo use
them to adva\nLke in agricul--
_Lural development:_.

These studies-pinpointed the
salinity _of the soil as the
main-factor in the deteroria-
_t¢d standard of the output.
They also revealed that the
non-efficient use of the
underground water and the
low population density are
also responsible for the poor
output, . - 8 »
An Argentinian expert in
the project said that infras-
tructure projects are very
important in attracting citi-
ens. ‘Another expert from
(Gihapa opposed the idea of
ettenﬁing Nile water to this
area becailse it is not feasible

from the econmg'l\c point of
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\ in Suez
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|2 new dramag
- stations opened

,

TWO drainage pumping
stations were inaugurated
yesterday in Suez Gover-
noate by the Minister of Irri-
gation, Mr. Essma Radi and
the Governor of Suez, Mr.
Bekir Mohamed Bakir.

Mr. Radi pointed out that
the two pumping stations'
have been established within
the framework of the stra-
tegy of the Ministry of Irri-
gation to provide efficient
drainage for land which lacks
this facility in a bid to
increase productivity.

He added that the total

cost of setting up the sta-
tions is LE 1,710,000.. GSS_

Study on irrigation water pricing 776

A UDY on ways of
applying apricing system for
irrigation water in Egypt is
currently being
a team of researche
Irrigation Engineéring He added that the pricing

Department of the Facultyof ~ system will help distribute
e ¥

Engineering, Cairo Univer- . water consumptio €osts bet-
CHA'S ii?eey the government and the

’ farmer, taking into conside-
ration noto increase the bur-
dens ofthe !‘arrqers.

of water when evaluating
new land reclamation pro-
jects and profits resulting

-

said Dr. el-Assiuti, adding
that the expected economic

implemented in each area is

The study, which is the
first to be conducted in
Egypt is supervised by Dr.
Ibrahim el-Assiuti, Head of = _“He, moreover, sa:d that the
the Department, - who says/ study will not prepare a’ pn-

that ‘an irrigation w cing policy for irrigation
pricing system is npp!ﬁbd}“
several countrles with the

determining water prices. = -

“*How to collect water char-

which still needs more study
and in which experts of agri-
culture and irrigation will
“participate,” said Dr. el
Assiuti. He pointed out that
the average cost of irrigation
water in Egypt is LE 2.25 per
1,000 cubic metres whereas
for certain crops this cost

water, but will work out a
new system for water distri-
bution according to the
actual requirements of land,
depending on the type of soil,
crops, fertilizer and crop for-

y . mation, rises to LE 39 per\l{}ﬂﬂ cubic
“The pricing system will The price of irrigation of water as in the case of
also help determine the value water in certain areas is sugar-cane. GSS N

determined cording to the
co:?&d'lg/gai:g canals, main- |
tendnce of these canals, and
from the Various agricultural the volume of manpower

projects’’, said Dr. el-Assiuti required on maintenance, |
profits from the  projects

also an important factor in |
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water r'obl'ems

A (JRUL-P German Cnn- x4
sultative Bure 9‘ specialised
in :mplemenln g potable
ualer and sewef ge'projects

dolermme lhe
Fayyum v:llages an

The p‘lanmng, which 1
valid up fo the year 216
expected to offer a radical
solution/ to the problem \of
drmkable water. The experis. 1
~will also devise a plan accor-
ding to which sewerage net.
works will be executed so
. that they would not be sub-
* ject to renovation or replace-
. ment until 2100.
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