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KE.ESI~G's CO~~)!PORARY ARCHn>'ES Augu~t 18-24, 1975 

,. • .·\ . ' IR.--\Q. '- Dis pnte with Syria over River Euphrates• . 
- Pn:>!rr".,-:,.., !-owards Settlement of Border Di.spate "<lith 
Xu"f"ait. - Fr:mtier Agreement with Sandi Arabia. 
Sign,.,m...-e <:!f Iraq-L-a.n Agreement. 

.-\ c'-e ri<;~> -:!~fE:""io:-ation in relation~ between .. '"ria Traq 
h<:>._--an ir. A;:,:il 1 ~-'75. cau..«ed primarily by a di";)u. on-; thew
vf the W?.~~ r::f" t!!e R i,er Euphrates. Other factor- contri
b,~tinz to t;.,': t-:r:-inn incl~ed Svrian diotnb"t of l TaJ:)i inten
ti·-ns fo!lr;~:; the I rnri-Irnn agreement of :'>IarclJ 1975 -a!!d the 
~r:d of~ K u i-<'..i..O ....-:\r see ' !ow], and Iraq's strenz opposition 
t 'J ~' f:J.:-th-e:.- pacta! ~[iddle East agreement, .,.-hJeh it '!CC""!Jse1l 
the Syrian Go>eTIJmeot of being prepared to accept. T:nder
ly!ng th€5e im..TJJ·ediate i~rues, rin~lry continued t~tween the 
two O?P<"-"i.r4! -:o-in:g;; of the pan-Arab Baath party. a; repre
Sf"n ted in th"'! Syri..an and Iraqi Governments respect:h·eiy, mth 
each reg!r.:J.e sm~ the other of plotting its on.-rthrow. 

Iu the sam~ pe-ric.-:1 substantial progress wao; znade t~wards 
Lhe ~Jem.=t of Iraq"s. long-standing border rli<;pute · with 
Ku-;r-.Jt and tr.rwa_.--d; a delimitation or the neutral- ZOO'! l::>e-rn-een 
:':ra.Q and s~r.di Arabia. 

Syria-Iraq Dispute. 
Jf; ~"as annotii!ood A that Iraq had reql:lested an 

<?m~re"..ncy ~ o • b Lea Foreign Ministers to di"CUSS 
its claim that s....r.a I 5 new Soviet-ron.stn:cted dam 
..t 'l"abqa to dh-ert e:tces.<ti>e quantities or wata from the 
~.:uphr.lte5, t~reby endangerinl! the Ji"<"es or 3,1)1)0,000 Iraqi 
~':lr.ners ...-hu ...-ere dep'!'Dd-ent on the river's waters Cor ini2ation. 
:.:leportin? the requ~. the Iraqi Nem~ A~Emcy said it can:e "a~ 
\ .remit of the W.k or response by the Syrian G<J,CT!l.ll!ent to 

·:'IT erl'o;d_s t.x~ by the Irnqi C".overnment for vea"!"S w reach 
an azreem£':rt ~aW by considerations or national 
T"!Sf'A>DSI • , jc-, ~i~. hmnanity anrl the provisiOO<S of ir.ter
nationzl La..,.. n. 

Tnt- Tab<Ja <:aa. h~d ~ bni!t on the Syrian por-f-:>!l of the 
:r~npnr..ri'S r.,.-ny..;:, ~--- n<:~rlhern Syria after rislrg b FJ:P:: ~li"''"ll 
"fmkr'y. ?n-J t!o= ~mrs mto L-aq'.~ "fertile crescent" !') J·j '-":1 tile 
T~ at B&-za) =1~ an ~ent .;i~ed by Syria an<l t~ ~.et 
Union ::t _>.c~..i B oo T~ :!1!03 AI and It had rnme int" rMj'?.OO 
at the 5~<1 •1 j9'j'4.. ::t. -.r-a;o e.tl:mated that wh~n comrle-tt"i 1:>-. o-:-ernn 
'fr.bqa T'!:':'!"'01: wrn-..:.:1 b _ :.,.~t~ about 1,.500,000 acres of !".::.~ a::-rl ~ 
""pab;.... 0.' ;;-.:1~~ >O<J.OOO ki!o..-atts of bydroel~ l'Y-'"'""" ~<:>r 
h.~dn.~-:r-:31 t=t:1t.:! ~~t::tpmert projecta. 

Ti~ Irw::{ oomp1.2.int about the Euphrates waters u-a.s a.ccom
pan.ied c.y r+_arge; and connter-eha~ from each G<Jvtornreent 
-~n.-:emi.P~ t - ~ ot:,~r's c!laracter ann policies, and by reports 
,!. ;~--rr::~;; ~~ in e2dl conntTy against allegffi s:>:Ij'pOrters 
01 l i1 ~ ctnt:T~ te£=-J.!!!e 

l.!1 :. "'<>t~~"' ~oo = A.nril 9 the Iraq! GIJrem=t sa<d !t 
'''·"~M ':<,:,;tl n'.:;a ~ s".RJ:'<! it d!"P.med ne<:'eSAAry to en.~ ~ ~ 
l]O-:'\~ rr! th-:o l:Tt:"'~~ .a1:d wunltl "'hold Syria ~fln.~r.;e :!Dr tfu: 
!:-tr:.icr-~ ~~~ ~'c:t han:~ it9 ~atercJ ba"t"'e on Iraqi Gr::o~ ". ~ 
•Jn fbe sc;mc Ca7 tbc. ;i.rlh CtJ·~ of the Syrian Ba11f!'!~ ~~ b 
.'J:\illU.'3("1'.'• .-:.-;-::(!~ th<:- " reghti.ot Ira'! I cli'l'JA" fo: .J;-.; al'~ 
<vliw;Zn:: ,;-;~h I:;m ar.d iG .. ~tray-a! of the cau~e; of ~::..'= A....,.b 
r::.aiicr.. "'. 

! t r.-3.-; ~P'.Jrl:ed ~t t b -?etJr.gress bHd been prered.€'d by:~ !h~ 
t· ~ a~:. '2(..-1 nUT~ and ch'ilian membe~ of the ~~~ Enmlt 
ft::.;lu-:'!J0 ti:'? d~"r fJf tM Sana news ~ncy, ~· !. _!L~D 
lT:tLl~Jtli, a~d & f~r d kect.or of Syrian televi~ion, ~L KD.ad,........r 
Cr-1\-"-~: ) '"' cb~~--- of:;;!<>~ a~m..-.t the Govemm'!nt. ~fest G tc~ 
Lr.t.~. te..~ ~ ~·~A~~ t • .-, be srrpport~ of tb., u hL;t,.,~~ .. )e:a,:f~:-· 
=:a~p of t!::e ·E.znt".\, ~y m wb<JCoe Sy-rian · membeM r.~ t _4 .rc:-t.dy 
::ivi..'l!; b ?.-"¢CoW.. r-"'Jf.ahtr the fJtmder of the party, :.r. 3rr.~ -'hq 
i ='- C"'~ ?.5~ .) '~ B~ 

roril t 9 e Sman ~;<) • • • ::=!'_oent 
i~ ~ment -=-:tb L..,.q 

.:.L- ...1 .! -~ .. _ te o "b ... np tes ~ -· ~ 
~~~ · -~ M mF. witll ~ ,-joction and evMion" by~ wh~h 

~oit cc:>d-o.o:t~ hi!.a.;~! r~iatiOM with Tnrkey witbo1:it~~ 
::·, .-i?. f7f •,.-bt 9f · state--~ e<m· 

'T.l th.~ 
~.;t:.- t'! OIO"'l t<R" ~ t~ 1~73- ll'tD.ter ~on, stipnlat~ tkt the 
E:' ·r .:.:; .-...-..::!•} t;., ~·-n:~ T.;l!!l Tn=key began tlllin:!-' i~ ~o:a!n at 
JZe::,~O.. £,~. ..-!-.~ lt l:ad "f>e.en e,"tabJi.qbed in JRte J~>t:;'7]:_l7 ! 

~:::::..~ t_b~ e!'l!= c.:t.th-3 ;:;;~pm dam rad begnn, Int'l. had .. ~--ttr:
~t.:·u , . ahrym ."!'!. !!'· ~~ r=-e ?~men - . . . 

ih<l >'t«t.c::::~nt F<'"Irt r:n t--, daim that. althongh Turkey ha<! a~ 
': , 1._,~: ~~a..-:.o'J:l ~'~t:y ~061'1. and on ~-,ion com-pletely cct rf~- t he 
-: '~ ~:r flry;.-! S~.3 b~r! ~-.'"":'~hel~-s aUowed 71 per cent r:f ...-a!e 
:""er·;e.:i :"r:•r.1 "!"t:-"-7~: ~·"> tl•J?· th.-otll;h to Iraq on the persoral ::::.,.-u-:c
i.~ tJ t! · ·~. T~~~~n~ E:.J~ .2-J ..k~~rl. ':ra9 latter h?.d a!~,.,, in ~~.ryn~ :n 

.: I ··.::.-1i ~ ·'! T'1to;-:: r~a. ~~ !:n wld·197..t.. authorized t he rel~ t:6f 2n 
: . · li ·j (·:?.E' ~ ? f"l.' f•}t}..')-~....• ~b~ metres from th·e Tabqa. :-:_~...,-orr-. 
· · --~··;1~h.. - L· ~ C:t:.'t}-:;~ tbat fhe Cl)nntry 1"V'M facing a~?. I"':"---::.'t cl 
. r. ;~e--:::- r~ -~·..: o- t:J{ r:>~ CJ.~uo:~ !nrta.Ha.riQD9 dnring the Oc-tob~r L~-:-:::--i ~ltr.:J 

·c..~.. ~. ::.r. t 2 -. C..;.:r·"--=:r 197 : }Jab-l:o:-a€'1i wa rJ. ~[OI"':'()V€' l'". ~~..a b!':~ 
. . . ~ . ? :· .J. ;:.-.~ :r (~ :: : t'"! ?r').tP:- ~~ fr'>m Turke y in t!'·> !~.. -;4.-;.5 

-.~:. - ~ ::.e.::t.~r: :: t o =.ryr. ir::lll:Ir3r:_- The ~tatement aJ~o ai!e15-='.! ::: ..~t t!-..:

llaghda<l Governm<:>nt ·ha<l f~1iled to take Rteps to mo<lernize irrigation 
m"thiJdB used in Ira 'l so M to ntil ize the aetna! water flow mo!'l 
effedively. . 

Xotwith;;tandlng the percentnge flows mentioned in the i'iyr!nn 
statement, the Iraqi Government maintained earlier claims thalnnty 
nbont half o! thO) water to which it was entitled had reach~d Ira'l in 
the 1974·75 sea;;on and tha t the Tnbqa reservoir bad been filled abo'"• 
the le'"el necessary to generate electricity. ' 

After the Syrian Deputy Premier .a~d Foreign l\Jinister 
l\Ir. Abdel Halim Khaddam, had on April 10 rejected th~ 
Ira')i call for a meeting at the le>el of ·Foreign Ministers, the 
Arab League Council, meeting in Cairo on April 22, unanimously 
approved the establishment of a " tecllnjcgl commiiee " to 
mediate on the dispute, comprising tliffiVo intereste parties 
and seven other Arab states. However,.after representatives or 
the nine ·countries had convened in Cairo on April 26, Syria on 
l'rfay I announced its withdrawal from the committee and 
requested its suspension "because or t1Je continued Iraqi 
propaganda campaign against Syria ". 

A arallel mediation attem bv hia ended inron. 
clus1ve y on ay 3 a er tripartite talks Jn R1ya · unrler the 

. chairmansh~·of the Saudi Minister of ~troleum and MinPml 
Resources, haikh Ahmed Zaki Yamani . Although the S:11.uli 
Arabian Ne Agency had on ~an t:mnced that nn ngrei'
ment in principle had been reached by the two sides the 
previous day, a further announcement on 1\fay 3 said that n 
settlement of the dispute had been deferred after the Iruqi an1J 
Syrian representatives bad decided to return horne for con~uJ. · 
tations, in preparation for a further meeting. 

Following the breaktinwn of these mediation e·ll'orts, Syria nn 
~fay 7 accnsed Iraq of resorting to ma..-s executlonR and assMsinallon1 
of "nationalist and progres~~ive· forces" opposed to the IrniJ·Tmn 
llgl'eement of :March 1975. which In a com.ment!'.ry pnhli•hcd tho AAm 
day In the Da.mascns daily A! Baath was described as t.ho "ug!lt'f<t 
crime against Arab nationalism", committed by the "treMonoou 
and fascist right" in Baghdad. Western pre&~ reports stale<!, 
howe>er, that most ot those on a "ftr.st list" of 50 a.llegcil ..-Jcthru 
l"('ferred to In the Syrian accusations ("<"<"ho inr.lnded re!igion3 IPa~eR. 
arrn:v officers and civil seiTants) hnd been ki!le(l before the ;l!al"l'h 
agreement. 

The dispute intensified on May 13 when Syria closer! its 
airspace to all Iraqi aircraft and suspended its O"IVTl air servirt'3 
to Bnghdad, in protest against "the barbarous, inhuman 
treatment of Syrian and Iraqi air transport workers employ!'ft 
by S:y-rian Arab Airlines in Ba~hdad "an!'i" unethical co nrlurt •• 
towards passenge rs aboard a Syrian aircraft. In fmther 1kvelop. 
ments, the Svrian Government on J'.Iav 25 ordered t.he immedi
ate closure of the Iraqi consulate in Aieppo (in northern S.vrill\ • • 
while on .June 2 it was reported that Syrian armourcrl nnil!l 
had been transferred from the southern front with Ismrl tu 
the Iraq horner, where Iraqi forces were sairl by the Syrinn~ tn 
be g-rouping: (althou&<.~ Iraq later denied this allegation). 

l\Ieamvhile, an official ot tbe Syrian military mission in Iloghdo.i 
wa.~ s tabbed and wounded on :May 28 by an 11.."-•ailant whum th;o· 
Syrians claimed to Ill} ~n Imqi Intell igence agent, and the followln!r 
day (}!;<y 29) Syria accused Iraq of executing a..lurther 81 opponent! 
of government policy. 

I With relations between the two countries rapidly worscnil'!ll 
and amid re . ra 1ad threat ned to bomh the Tn n 
da~audi Arabia renewed its mediation e orts m car unl'. 
with the result that on .June 3 a limited a_!!reement was reochtd 

\ under wH rna · ore wa er r " liM 
Tabq<l: reservOir as a " gesture of goodwill " towar(b i.-t'l·' 

X. statement released by the Syrian. Go•emment In Damn.~cwra~r
J"une 3 said : "In the light of t-he good offices made ava.IIRble hy U• 
fraternal Kingdom of Sandi Arabia IUld in v,(ew or the frntmnl· 
Iraqi people's need•, part.icularly during thi~ period in IYh!cll 
Euphrates river water is scarce, the Syr~ Government hna i!e.·k!Af · .• 
to S'J.pply from its own .share the requirements of the fratemnl Jo'<lilt- -' 
region regnrdles• of the Irnqi regime's attitnde. -The Syrian Got?~·-- : 
ment expects this to be helpful In promoting'a permanent agrrnr;_.,
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b~fore long on sharing the waters nl. the Euphral:e!<." No indk,,' 
wa.~ gi"<"e_n _?f t~e quantit-ies ot wa~r _that.Syria had agreed-to rei · 

Although it led to a temporary modero.~tion in the tone d. 
each side's verbal attacks on the other, the .June 3 agrt~tol.:ill:;;__ 
did not pr~duce a basic irnproveinent in rela;tions between tbil...: .:;,.. 
two countnes. - • 

On June 9 the Iraqi Irrigation ll-finister. :\Ir. i\-Jakram a! Tatabaal. 
rejected the Syrian cl,\lm that t-he new water t o be released w31! l"~ 
of its mm share · aJld statetl that tin• S~-rian deci~ion bn<l. como tall 
late to meet the n eeds of the current summer crop in tho rlvn ~ 
In ~:;-porue, the Syrian Enphrate':i Dam )finiRtcr: llf. Sobhl Knb;U6.. 
"aid on Jnne 15 that the. Ira qi .Irrigation :IIinister bad bast>d h ;rad 
on "erroneo1.1.~ fi!;l.lres" and had. cited a tota.l~ for recent ~1R"• 
con.'iTUDptiori of· E n phrn.tea water which wpa in fad grentrr !hail .__ 
o•erall >o! nrne recd>ed by Syria from Tnrkt>y. · 

A further d ctc:rioration in relations occurred on Ju;~ 0:: 
when Syria ordered the closure of the I raqi n1ilitary m!~sion 
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Jlalliilscus and withdrew its own military attache from B_aghdad. 
The following day Iraq submitted a note to the Arab League 
cc>I1 1Jl lainiag of "continuous Syrian encroachments" along 
tl:c Iraqi harder. _ 

In its note, the Iraqi Government cla im ed that during June 
·' yriHn aircraft had repeatedly violated Iraqi airspace and that 
~yrin u a rmoured Ullits and intelligence forces bad harassed and 
;nnbu-'hetl Iraqi patrols and civilian workers on -the northern Iraq 
ilo:·dcr. The note further claimed that m embers of the Syrian Camel 
l'orrs and intelligence service bad laid ambushes along a section of 
·he border to intimida te Iraqi shepherds. 
- In the_following month, -the two sides fully resumed their 
propaganda warfare, with the Iraqis in particular alleging that 
the Syrian authorities were mounting a ruthless campaign of 
iepression against internal opposition elements. _ 

It was announced jn Ankara on July 10 that Iraq and 
Turkey had agreed in principle that problems arising from the 
~sc of the Euphrates 'Yaters should --be settled in tripartite 
talks with Syria. -- ~ Agreement between Iraq and Kuwait on Border 

Dispute. 
It was reported- on June 25 that Iraqc and Kuwait had· 

reached an agreement settling their long-standinrr border 
rlispute. No _details were .given of the agreement, 'vhich, 

- rliplomatic sources said, still had to be-given " legal form~·. 
With only a short· CO!IBt·llne on the Persian Gulf, Iraq bad- for 

many years maintained territorial claims against Kuwait, part.i
cularly In respect of the two Islands of Bubi:ran and-Warba, and Its 
recognition of Kuwait In October 1963 [see 19668 a] was subsequently 
;tated not to Imply acceptance of existing borders. The dispute had 
remained unsettled over the next decade, until In March 1973 Iraqi 
troops bad occup!ed part of the disputed territory, although they were 
quickly obliged to withdraw in the· face of general Arab disapproval. 
Despite this setba<:\t, a aatl~factory settlement of the dispute remained 
a prime object.ive or Iraqi policy In view of the development of the 
!'Orth numaila oilfield and t.he expansion of the Iraqi port of Umru 
Qasr on the estuary dominated by the two islands at issue [see map 
on rightl. 

The Iraqi Information Minister, :Mr. Tareq Aziz, bad 1mnounced 
on May 1, 1975, that fol!owmg contacts between Mr. Sadam Hussein 
Takriti (Vice-President of the Iraqi Revolutionary Command 
('ouncil) and Shaikh Sabab 88 Salim as_Sabab -(the ruling Amir of 
Kuwait), Iraq had made concrete proposal3 with a view to Rattling 
the dispute. The.~e were, be bad added, that Kuwait should lease 
half the island of Bubiyan to Iraq for 99 years and cede sovereignty 
over 'Varba, in return for Iraqi recognition of Kuwait's land borders. 

Further impetus towards a settlement bad been provided by 
P res ident Sadat of Egypt du.ring his -.-is its to Kuwait and Baghdad 
<'n l\lay 12-16 [see page 27235], following which it bad been reported 
thct Kuwait -was prepared to lease certain territory to Iraq in return 
for water-bearing Iraqi territory adjacent to its dry interior. 

A meeting of the Kuwaiti National Assembly held in came:ra 
nn July 12 to discuss the country's foreign policy unanimously 
drlopteda resolution which expressed support for" the positive 
step s which the Government has taken at all levels designed to 
reach full mutual understanding" with Iraq , but which at the 
sa me time stressed " Kuwait's sove-reignty over all its territory 
"ithin the borders which have been approved in accordance 
";th international and bilateral a,areements between Kuwait 
and its neighbours " . 

Agreement en Division of Iraqi-Saudi Neutral Zone. 
It was announced in Riyadh on July 2 that an agreement 

had been reached by Saudi Arabian and Iraqi representatives 
providing for the division of the n·eutral zone which _separated 
the two countries for a distance of some 250 miles to the west 
:•f Kuwaiti territory. Under the agreement the zone was to be 
divided equally by -a line drawn as·straight as possible, which 
«"oHld entail modifications to the eJdsting border. It was 
stated that the agreement, which had been reached after a 
~-eri~s- of. me.etings _at the }e'C~I of_gox_e.r~ment offici~ls, )"!lS 
subJect t-o the ratification of hoth Governments. 

[Note. The Saudi Arabian frontier 'with iraq WM dellned in the 
Treaty of 1\Iobammara In May 1922. Lat~r a n eu tral zone of a-bout 
~.500 sqnare miles wa.~ estaldisbed adja<:ent to the western t.ip of th'e 
frontier with Kuwait. No military or pennanent buildings were to
be erected in the zone and the nomads of both cmmtries were tl:' 
ha>e 11nimpeded access to Its pas tures and wells. A further agreement 
conceming the adm inistration o! the zone WM signP.d between the 
t wo coun tries in l\Iay 1938.] 

Signature of Iraq-Iran -"Reconciliation" Treaty. 
Meeting in Baghdad on June 1:3, the Foreign Ministers of 

l rafJ and Iran , respectively D r. Sa'adun Hammadi and Mr. 
_-\hhas Ali Khalflthari, sign ed a " reconciliation " treaty 
;ettl ing all outstanding differences between the two countries . 
.-\~( reement on the contents of the treaty, whi ch was to b e 
'>l•bmittcd to the t wo Government s for r r.. tifica t ion, had b een 

reached durin~ three months of detailed negotiations on the 
basis of the Algiers Ag reement of i\Iarch 6 in which the two 
countries had undertaken -to settle their bonier and other 
disputes and which had quickly led to the collapse of the 
Kurdish rebellion in northern Iraq [see 27053 A]. The Algerian 
Foreign Minister, ]\[. Ahdel Az1z Bouteflika, also signed the 
Baghdad treaty. 

The treaty expreS-'ed the desire of the two couutries " to establish 
a new era of friendly rela tions ... on the basis of full respect for 
national independence and tho equality o! the states in their 
sovereignty ", " to consolidate the ties of friendship and good 
neighbourliness between -them", and "to deepen their oconomie 
and cultural relations ... 

Three attached protocols (i) establ ished that the border between 
the two c01mtries in the disputed Shatt-al·Arab waterways should bo 
drawn according to the Thalweg Line (i.e. on the middle o! the main 
navigable channel at low water, ifu-tead of, as hitherto, along the 
eastern ban.k); (ii) delineated some 670 positions on the land border 
between the two countries or. the basis of the Protocol of Constant!· 
nople of 1913 ; and (iii) provided !or the est-ablishment of border 
security arrangements to prevent -the Infiltration of undesirable 
elements in either direction. 

The treaty also stated that Iraq would set up a commisSion to 
consider the granting_of compensation for _the property o! about 
65,000 Iranians expelled from Iraq in recent years, and that Iran 
would establish a rehabilitation programme for Kurdish rctugeos 
who refused to return to Iraq. 

The Iraq-Iran rapprochement was strongly condemned by 
Syria , '1-i·hich, in the context of its dispute ";th Iraq over the 
River Euphrates [see above], saw the agreement as increasing 
the potential military threat posed to Syria by ' Iraqi forces, 
and also _condemned Iraq's territorial concessions to Iran as a 
surrender of Arab lands to a non-Arab state. 

Tehran Execution of Hljac:kers- of Irnqi Airliner. 

Two supporters of the Kurdish cause who had hijacked m1 
Iraq Airways airliner to Iran on l\Iarch 1 were executed by 
firing squad in Tehran on April 7 after conviction by a military 
court. -· 

A - third hijacker and three pa..<sengers bad been killed in tho 
incident-when Iranian police had opened fire .on -the airliner After it 
crash-landed in a field near Tehran airport. The Iranian authorities 
bad refused to -entertain the hijackers' demru.td !or the release of 
85 Kurdish prisonel's.beld In Iraq and !ol' tho payment of $4,500,000 

__ as ransom, and had closed the airport and blocked i_l.i! ru,D.'!'I!Y.S,___ __ 

Collapse of Kurdish Rebellion. - The Aftermath. 
Following the collapse of the Kurdish rebellion which 

resulted from the Algiers Agreement of March 1975 (see 
27053 A] and the subseq11ent occupation by Iraqi forces of all 

_former Kurdish strongholrls in northern Iraq, it was reported 
in early April that over 200,000 Kurds·-both ch;Jians and 
Pesh Muga guerrillas-had flerl a cross the bonier into Iran. 
In the followi_ng weeks, however, at least half of these refugees 
returned to· Iraq in response to a general amnesty offered by 
the Iraqi Government. 

The amnesty origina lly- DnnotmCPd by the I ra qi R e>olnt ionnry 
Command Connell on i\farr h 8, which had bel'n extended for a m ont h 
on J\1nrch 31, wil.~ extCJ•ck<l for a fnrtlll' r 20 day~ on :\pril 30 and ior a 
thi rd tim e on l\ lay 19, ·wh en t •e !lXPirY d:\te was se~ nt Jun~ 30. It 
was stressed;_that this would be the tiual extension, after wh ich 
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