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'__.een r10m1nated and awarts final 

provalfrom the client. 
The final report on btdders lor supply ot 

etectncal eQUipment and cables for the plant 
has gone to Nllt/onal Electricity 
Corporlltion. An award 1S expected before 
the ena ot August. 

Two other JObs - control and 
tnstrumentatlon systems. and ctvil works ­
are under revtew. An award IS exoected by 
September. Consultant IS the UK's Ewbank 
Preece Consulting Group (EPCG). 

Earty start to oil 
drtlllng expected 
Drilltng 1s to start wrthtn a year 1n two tore~gn­
hetd 011 COnce5Sions. Swrtzer1and-based 
Pan Ocean 011 Company (Panoco) and US 
Oil Company (Uaocc) hope to spud the first 
weU in the~r Suakln offshore gas conce5Sion 
by the end of 1988, Usoco says. 

The two firms were awarded a gas 
exploration and explOitation hcence tor the 
13,()()()-hect.are area in April. They say 
appraisal WOii< IS complete and setsmtc work 
will continue once a contractor has been 
chosen. 

The ftrms· productJon-shanng 
arrangement diVIdes the area 1n two. Block 
A centres on a 450-kilometre-square area 1n 
Suakin. Thts 1s surrounded by Block B . 
covenng 12.550 square kilometres. Usoco 
says. 

The US company hopes to prOduce a 
small volume oi gas for export by mtd-1989. 
By 1992. dally outout could amount to 59 
million cubic feet of natural gas and about 
10.000 barrels of condensate. Thts could be 
used for domestic proJ9C!s. such as a new 
nitrogenous fertiliser plant and 
petrochemiCals un~t. 

The two compa111es a~m to drill 24 wells 1n 
thetr five-year development programme at 
a cost of $176 million. Thev Will put up the 
finance. Around $1 0 million will be spent thts 
year. 

A tender for drilhng and other supphes will 
go out 1n September. although Usoco hopes 
to get most ci the eqUipment locally. The 
company is negotiating with Western 
Geoph~l Company of AmerlCII aoout 
some ot the worK. 

The us· Sun Oil Compllny hopes to start 
drilhng 1n tts northern conces51ons by eartv 
1989. It IS now processmg the results ot · 
setsmtc surveys done bv another Amencan 
firm. Geosource. These show hydrocarbOns 
potenttal 1n some exptoratton wells. but 1oca1 
rePOrts of a maJOr 011 stnke are exaggerateo . 
Sun Otl says 

The company IS seektng another panner 
lor tts JOint venture. It operates 1n Suoan as 
Sun Sudan 011 Company. wrth South 
Korea s Yukong and tne us· Marathon 011 
Compiiny. 

IN BRIEF 

• The Q0119frvnel'll has announced a 
crackdown on UfiiOtlS. ClalrTllng tnat 19 ot 

Sudan's 21 strikes thts year were tllegal. Stnkes 
at strategiC tnstallattons Will be banned and 
tllegal stnkers fired . The walk-outs are 1n 
response to the general econom1c harostup 
and planned austenty measures. Bank 
employees and at least 22 other un1ons plan to 
demonstrate agatnst pnvattsatton plans tor at 
least lour state-owned banks (MEED 8:7 88) 
The government IS look1ng at 76 state-owned 
enterpnses for poSSible onvattsalion . A ftve-dav 
stnke by the accountants ano cast11ers unton ,n· 
July cost t11e treasury $9.5 million 1n revenue. 
offiCials quoted by Reuter say. 

• A military co-operatton agreement has been 
Signed With Egypt to factlitate the exchange of 
mtlnary tnformatton . Defence M1n1ster AbOei­
Ma,,d Hamed Khalil says. 

• Ethtopa's Fore~gn Affairs M1n1ster Bemanu 
BaYlh patd a surpnse VISit to Khartoum at t11e 
end of July. 1n what IS a further Sign oftmproVIng 
relattons. Both EthtOPta and Sudan are 
struggling to contam rebel uonSings and cope 
With the flOOd of refugees escap1ng war zones 
m their respecttve terrttones. 

• Eight locust swarms have been Sighted 1n 
Sudan Since 9 July. covenng areas of uo to 30 
square kilometres. The tnvaSions. coupled wrth 
a recurrence of drought and dtsplacement oi 
refugees from the Horn of Atnca. threaten to 
create a senous lamtne. 

SYRIA 

a oun snowed a $240 milhon 
surplus 1n the first half o f 1987. folloWing a 
nse 1n domestiC oil output and conttnutng 
efforts to restram tmPOrtS. Government 
off1C1ats say the oertormance has been 
repeated tn the hrst SIX montns of 1988. 
folloWing years ot chrontc trade dehctts 

The most Slgntftcant change m tne traae 
account has been 1n the 011 sector. In the first 
half of 1987. exPOrts of fuels- matnlv 
petrOleum ana prOducts - totalled £Syr 
1.302 mrlhon ($332 mtlhon). agaJnst tmports 
ot £Svr 443 milhon ($1 13 mtlhonl In 1986 . 
fuel exPOrtS were £Syr 2.1 88 mtlhon ($557 
milhonl ana 1mports £Syr 1.949 mllhon ($497 
mtllionl . The cut 1n 011 tmports 1s a dtrect resul: 
of the stan-up 1n proouctton at the Detr al­
Zor held. By mtd-1987. output there was 
50.000 barrels a day (bid): 11 IS now more 

Syna: nde account, January 1986 • June 
1987 

(£Syr milhon) 

Jan-June 1987 Jan-Dec 1986 
Exports 3,198 5,199 
lmpons 2.253 10,709 
Balance + 945 • 5.510 
Exchange rate: $1 • £Syr 3.925 (fixed 
official rate, 198&-87) 
Scuce: Central Bureau of Statistics, 
Oemucua 

than 100.000 bid and Wlll reach 200.000 bid 
in 1989. 

The otlfactor has also resulted 1n a change 
1n the pattern of trade. parttcularty With 
supplies from Iran dWindhng to tnSigntficance. 
Between 1982-85. Iran was the largest 
source of imports by a btg marg1n. supplymg 
5 million-6 mtllion tonnes of crude 011. worth 
more than $700 mtllion. a year. In 1986. Iran 
drooped to tilth place. supplyrng gooos 

, valued at $186 mtlhon. In the first half ot 1987. ,tmports from Iran totalled just $2.2 mtllion. 

IWith exPOrts there nSing to the eQUivalent of 

I 
$48 million. 

The bulk of crude oil tmport reqUirements 
1n January-June 1987 was met by Libya. 

Otherwrse. the main tradtng partners were 
Italy. West Germany, France. Romanta and 
the Sovtet Union. 

IN BRIEF 

• Italy's Gruppo lndu5fl1e 
EJtlttronNICCIIniche per Imp/anti a/I'EMero 
(GIE) has formally Signed a DM60 milhon ($33 
million) contract to build three substatrons. The 
projeCt will be financed bv mrxed credrts. 
tncluomg an ltahan government loan. The 400­
kV substattons will be bUilt tn Adra. Hama ana 
Alepoo (MEED 26 3:88) 

• The local Mount ~n Company 1s to 
, work on the ftrst stage of the AI·Wanoen oam 

pro1ect 1n Jordan. Mount KaSSioun IS part ot the 
consorttum- •nclud1ng Italy's lmpreg/loand 
Amman-based Consolldllttld Contractors 
Company- awarded an esttmated JD 2.5 
mtllion ($6.8 milhon) contract to build the 
d1verson tunneL The dam. on the YarmouK 
nver. Will proVIde trngatton water ana 
hydroelectnc power tor Joroan and Syna (see 
Jordan). 

TUNISIA 

\ Ben All renews his government 
II Wtde-rangtng changes 1n the cabinet were 

announced on 26 July. allOWing Pre510ent 
1\ Ben Ali to remove seven mtnrsters appotnted 

by ex-Pr9Sident Bourgutba and apoont 
younger tecnnocrats (MEED 22:7:88. page 

, 7) 
Veterans. tncludtng mtmster ot state tor

I JUsttce Slanedd1ne Baly and transPOrt and
I tounsm mrntster AbOerrazak Ket1. leave the 
II government. A close Ben Ah atde. lntenor 
Mtn~ster Habtb Ammar. 1s promoted to 

I mrntster of state. A one-nme general. former 
voutn ana SPOrts mtntster AbOelhamtd 
Esne~kh beComes torergn aftatrs mtntster . 
reOiactng Manmoud Mest1n - who assumed 
resPOnSibility tor the porttoho alter Ben Ali 's 
Novemoer taKeover 

In other changes. the Nattonal Economy 
Mtntstry has oeen split tn two- Energy & 
M1nes under Saook Rabah. who establtShed 
a strong reputation as secretary-general ot 
EntreprtR Tunlslenne d'Activftes 
Ptttrollttrn (ETAP). and Jnoustry & 
Commerce under Monee! Belatd Both are 
newcomers to government 
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