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On February 10, 1965, the Statc Department indicated
to the Israeli Embassy that it "would be diffiecult to justify
any preemptive strike against the Arab diversion project
unless Israeli basic water interests are affected and all
other recourses exhausted."

On February 27, the Department transmitted a message
stating: "We conclude that unless there is some sudden and
entirely unexpected collapse Arab resolve in this matter or
most forceful outside peace making initiative, there is very
real possibility Israel will undertake military action
designed to check Arab efforts." ‘The message proposed taking
the matter to the Securit; Council, seeking a resolution which
would: '"1) call for peaceful solution of the dispute; 2) call
for suspension by both sides of work on diversionary installa-
tions; 3) request ICJ advisory opinion on legal aspects of
international river in this case; and 4) call upon the SYG

to establish a three nation impartial committee to study on
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and submit recormendatious for peaceful scttlement of
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any conflicts between these plans "

On March 2, our Tel Aviv Embassy replied: 1ar present
stage of discussion with Israel I can say immediately that
seripu prcposed'Deptel 838ufor reference problem to the UN
would be entirely unacceptable to Israel." 'Similarly, the

. Embassy in Amman replied: 'ie believe_resolution outlined
in reftel has no chance aCCEpténce by Arabs..."ﬁl Embassies
in other Arab capitals also reported uncertainty regarding
the dcceptability of the proposal,
On Mareh 17, 1965, a heavy exchange of artillery and tank

fire occurred along the Israel-Syrian frontier. - During the

course of this exchange the diversion project in Syria .came
’ ) 1‘ A

under fire resulting in the destruction of two tractars ‘and

two bulidezers. on May 13, 1965,/\gnother incident involving
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3/ Department of State Circular Telegram 838 tg Tel'
Aviv et al,, February 27, 1965 (SEEREFY—-

! 4/ From Tel Aviv, Telegram 1088, March 2, 1965 (SETRETY ; -
from Amman, Telegram 509, March 2, 1965 (SECRET) -
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