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ISRAEL

CRITICAL WATER SHORTAGE DESCRIBED

Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 10 Jan 86 p 2

[Text] "Water flow in the Jordan and Yarmuk rivers has almost come to astop.
£« ST ,re3eV°ir l6Vel3 C°ntinUe t0 g° d°Wn' the Sea of tolilw is at aJa'aaubovitz Z J63* "V**" sported Meqorot spokesman MordekhayYa aqubovitz on 9 January as he described water conditions in Israel resulting
from the continued drought. resulting

Jh^SrlelStu^rJi0? I'" ^T7 ameetlng Wa3 t0 be "eld at the Vitiation ofthe Agriculture Ministry. Representatives of the W;.ter Authority were to be
ZZr u^Mtv^T Te meeting W33 CaUed t0 giVe ^-lPa roJa! t0° theWater Authority's plan to cut 100-200 million cubic meters of water to
agriculture in the coming summer.

The recent drought has caused further deterioration in the growing
eoual £C\\T?1?' WMCh n°W amOUntS t0 I'5 billi0n cubic raete-' -gamounfequal to the total annual consumption of the whole country. In M-qorofs
!S 3*inHthe L0d area the water is al^dy below the pumps and no more water
can thus be pumped.

lltTrt YaVnn rfglMn,th? l6Vel °f the underSround resevoir has gone down by 1.5
Zter LnT, nX\TaTAt' by3metef"3' The springs which supplied drinkingwater to Bet-Qeshet in the Golan Heights have all but dried up and Meqorot Is
now supplying water to the settlement through a special pipe. The level of
Torn ^ ,°5 GalUee l3 21U82 meter3 below 3ea level a"d water flow in theJordan and Yarmuk rivers has almost ceased.
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