
:ornere'l="4

See reessel on, 11

Ireland (continued)
	

Israel (also see separate Gaza Strip and
West Bank entries)

Defense Forces

Branches'. Army. Naval Service, Arm).
An Corm
Military manpower, moles	 781.000.
627.000 hl for military Semite: 39.000
ranch military age (171 annunliy
Military bodge!: 2301	 2.511, or
venire government bodgelIFV871

Note: the Arch territories occupied by E.
reel since the 1967 war arc Ka included
in the date below, as staled in the 1978
Camp David Accords and reaffirmed by
the President's I September 1982 peace
initiotive, (he snot status of the West
Bank and Gaza Strip. their relationship
with ilieir nelghbers. atid a peace treaty
between Israel end .1radan are to he neap
flirted among the concerned parties; the
Camp David Accords further specify 'hat
ihese negowalions will resolve the locatioa
of the reseed icy boundaries; pending the
completion of this process. it is US policy
that the final stews of The Weal Bask and
Gan Strip have yet In he determined {see
Wm Bank and Gaza Strip entrieni: on 75
April 1992 Israel relinumaimd control of
the Sinai to Egypt; statistics for the
isroelboccupied Golan Heights are in-
cluded in the Svria entry

Geography

Toial area: 20.770	 land area: 20.330
kin'
C:opsaararlse area, Slightly !sager than
NE, Jersey
Land boundaries{ 1,1106 km total; Egypt
255 km. Jordan 218 km, Lebanon 79 km.
Syria 76 km, Weal Bank 507, Gan Strip
51 km
Coastline: 271 km
Maritime ckinas:

Covinenicri obey to depth of exploile-
lion
TerFircirral sea. 6 nos

!Meurer Taba area and precise location
SOrne individual boundary Markers with

Egypt; separated front Jordan, Lebanon,
Syria, end West Bonk by the 1949 Armin
itice Line: West Bank and Gaza Strip are
Israeli occupied with Stelae to be deter-
mined; Colon Heights is Israeli occupied:
tsroeli troops in southern 1,e86.,6
June 1997

temPeralt: hot and dry in desert
areas

%enmity: Negev desert in the south; law
coastal plain; central mountains; Judas
Rift Valley
Natural resources: copper, phosphate*,
bromide, potash, clay, sand, sulfur, es
phalt, manganese, small amounts of min
rat gas and crude oil
Lad Me: 17% arable land: 5% puma
crops 40% meadows and pastures; 4%
Fares, and woodland. 32%. other; Indian
I I% loitered
EnvIromnent: sandstorms may occur der •

 spring and summer; limited arable
land and natural water resources pose
serious constraints; deforestation

People

Population: 4,297,379 (July 1988).
annual growth rate 1.71%
Nationeity: noun—breelirsk if:Beebe--
Israel
Eilmic dieriess: 83% Jewish, 1 1% ram-
Jewish (mostly Arab)
Religiose 83% Judaism. 13.1% !slam
trnostly Sunni Muslin* 2.9% Chriralm.
I 61. Drum
langnager Hebrew lofficialt, Arabic me
officially for Arab minority: English m
commuolv met! foreign language
Infers mortality nub: 1411.000 (19831
Life ex pectancy: 72
Literacy: 88% Iowa, 711% Arabs
Labor form 1,400,000 11984 est.), 29.5%
Public services; 22.8% industry, mining,
and manufacturing; 12.8% commerce.
9.5% finance and tattiness 6.8% iranspal,
storage. and communications; 6.5% con-
struction and public works; 5.5% agrIthiF
lure, forestry, and irking; 5.8% personal
and other services; Ift% electricity and
wilier 0 9/13); onemeloymeni aboui 67%
DORSI,
Drama/fled labor 90% of Inbar force

Government

Lang-form mow State of Israel
Type: republic
Capital: brae proclaimed Jerusalem its
Capital in 1950, but the US, like nearly al
other countries, maintains its Embassy is
Tel Aviv-Yafo
Adrulabitadve dirt/gam 6 districts
tracheal; Central. Hen, Jerusalem,
Northern, Southern, Tel Aviv
Twiellendesee: 14 May 1948 (from Letitia
of Naiiona mandate under British zi chin-
15t ration!.
Constitution: no forme constitolion;
of the functions of a constitution are
by the Declaration of EsteWilhrnrni
t1948k the basic kw' of the Kimmel Pet
iSlalucei—relating in the Kimmel, larreli
lands the ermideni, the government—sad
the Israel rilizembie law

MIMI. mixture of English common
k WO Mandatory regulations. and,

Tonal area, Jewish, Christian, and
m legal systems: commercial matters
led substantially by codes adopted
1948. no judicial review of !erste-

ma; tin December 1985 Israel
• theLIN Secretariat that it
no longer accept compulsory ICJ

ton
holidays: Israel declared indepen-

on 14 May 1948. because the Jew-
'einem is lunar, however, the holiday

from year to year. all major Jewish
um holidays are also observed as na-
I holidays

President has largely cere-
functions, except for the authority

ilmlet which political leader should try
kern e ri ling coalition following an

the fed of a previous govern-
executive power vested in Cabinet;

mend parliament 1Haeasen of 120
hers elected under a system of pro-
ne! representation; legislation pro-
fundamental laws in absence of a

am constitution: two distinct court
(secular religious)
Chaim HERZOG. President

May 1983); Yitzhak SHAMIR,
Minister (since October 1986), who

Smimed Shimon PORES under an agree-
( whereby the positions or Prime Min-
and that of Vice Prime Minister and

ign Minister would be traded in Oct°.
1986

ge: universal over age 18
Illitetioet: held every four years unless re-
spired by dissolution . of Knesset, last elec.
Vim held in July 1984: next election must
be held by November 1988
Mike parties and leaden: Israel cur•
Mealy has a national unity government
lornerising seven Parties that hold 97 of
le Knesset's 120 seats: members of the
miiy government—Labor Alignment.
Vice Premier and Foreign Minister

imon Peres: Likud Bloc, Prime Minister
Yhrhsk Shamir; National Religious

iny. Minister of Religious Affairs
Indurt Hemmer; SHAS, Yitzhak Peron
Amdat Israel. Avraham Shapira:
Morashartvaley Agudat Yisra el,
Amhara Verdiger; Ometz, Minister
Wilhnut Portfolio Yigael Hurwitz; opposi-
tion parties—Tehiya, Yuval Ne'eman;
148PAM. Eliezer Granot. Citizens'
Rights Movement, Shulamit Aloni;
RAKAH (Communist party). Meir
Witter; Progressive Lim for Peace. Mu-
lammed Mi'orii	 Aharent A buhat-
fairs Keith, Meir Kahane; Dome Party,
Raphael Eytan
Vatlag strength: Labor Alignment, 41
teals; Likud, 41 seats; MAPAM, 6 seats,
Tehiya, 4 seats; Citizens' Rights Move-
ment, 5 seats; RAKAH, 4 seats; SHAS, 4

seats; National Religious Party, 5 seats
The Celli. Movement, 2 beats: Mormha•
Po'aley Agudat YiBreel, I Seat; Agudat
Yisra'el. 2	 Progressive List for

.Peace. 2 seals: Owe., I seal: Kakh. 1
seal: TAM1, 1 seat; Tmenet. I seal

RAKAH Ipredominaritly
Arab bat with lows in its leedcrshipl has
mnie 1.500 members
Oiler political es pressure mope Gash
Ernanim, Jewish nationalist, advocating
Jewish settlement cm the Wit Bank end
Gaza Strip; Peace Now, critical nf govern-
ment's West Bank/Gs re Strip and Leba-
non policies.
Member or: CCC. FAO, GATT, IAEA,
IBRD. ICAC, ICAO, IDA, !DB•Inter-
American Developmeni Bank, IFAD.
WC. ILO. 'IMP, IMO, TOOL,
INTELSAT, INTERPOL, IPU, ETU,
IWC—International When! Council, OAS
roblervert UN, UNESCO, UPU • WHO,

WIPO. WMO, WSG, WTO

Economy

GNP{ $21.0 billion. $5.070 per capita; real
growth rate 1.6% lest. 19861
laltelien rats rennsamer prinest; 41 1%
119861
Agringiure: citrus end other fruits, vet•
tables. potion. beef and dairy products,
poultry prodarts
Flaking: caich 20.959 metric toes 119851
Industries: fond procesaina. diamond cui•
sing and polishing, textiles and clothing.
chemicals. metal products, transport
equipment, elecirical equipment, miscella-
neous machinery, potash mining, high•
technology electronic', tourism
Elecirlelly: 4.192,000 kW capacity:
16,813 million kWh moduortt, 3.910 kWh
per melts 119871
Exegetic 57.1 billion 11986k, polished dia-
monds- dirge and Miser fruits, wadies cad
clothing, processed roods, fertilizer end
chemical products, military hardware,
electronics
Imports: 51114 billion le.i.f., 19861:
taq equipment, rough diamonds, oil,
chemicals, machinery, iron and morl, me-
als textiles, vehicles, ships. aircraft
Trade earineem eaports—LIS. UK. FRG.
France, Belgium, Luxembourg, Italy: iris,
ports—US. FRG, UK, Switzerland, Italy,
Belgium, Luxembourg
Budget public revenues 523.5 billion, ex•
nem:Mures 523.1 billionIFYR71
Monetary Oweralan rate: 1.6 new
IlleoalimaeUSS1 1December 19871; ex-
change rate calculated from a basket of
foreign currencies
Elm' Year: I April-31 March

Commenicitlhow

Railroads; 594 km 1 435-meter gauge min.
ale 'rack. diesel operated
Higkeese 4,500 km; majedip in hiturni-
matt Surfaced
Pipellsea: crude nil, 708 km: refilled prod•
vets, 290 km: natural gat. 119 km
Parts: 3 major {Ashdod. Haifa. Elmo, 5
minor
Civil air 23 major Mamma aircraft
Airfields, 56 lo.. 53 usable: 27 with
permanent-surface runways: 6 with run-
ways 2.440-31.659 rn. II with Noway,
1.17.0-2.43 9 m

Tekegaramakraikam Waal highly devel-
oped in the Middle Fill though not the
largest; good iyatern or Coaxial cable and
radio relay; 1,500,000 telephones; 11 AM,
74 FM, 54 TV stations; 2 submarine
cables; 2 Atlantic Ocean INTELSAT Ils.

1 Indian Ocean INTELSAT station

Defeeme Forces

Brent-1m tnrael Derenle Forces; hiarptl-
dolly there have ken nu separate Israeli
miliury services greund.	 Ind naval

components are branches or Ihroell De-
fense VOICES

Military nimmower. eligible 15-49.
2,043,00C of 1,041,000 males 15-49•
860.000 61 ter military service: of
1,002.000 females 15.49. 076.000 fit for
military service; 42,000 males end 40,000
females reach military age fl R1 annually;
both sexes liable for mill tars service
Military doggie 54.6 billion, 21% of ten.
Intl government budget IFYMI1
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