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VI 
The Population 

1 DEMOGRAPHIC DEVELOPMENTS AND STRUCTURES 

(a) JEWISH- ARAB POLARIZATION 

The modern demographic history of Palestine dates from the arriva l of the 
first Zionist-motivated Jewish immigrant s at the end of the nineteenth 
century . In 1815 there were 11,800Jews li ving in Palestine. In 1882, on the 
eve of the first ali)•a, there were 24,000 (Ency•clopaedia 1/ehraica, 1958: 674; 
Friedlander and Goldscheidrr, 1979: 14. These numbers arc based on 
estimates hy experts rather than on actual census counts .) On the eve of the 
First World \\'ar there were 85,000 Jews in Palestine; and there were 84,000 
according to the census of 1922. By 15 May 1948 the Jewish population had 
reached 650,000, and it s tood at 1,014,000 in December 1949 following the 
War of Independence . 

The Arab population of Palestine grew from approximately 500,000 in the 
middle of the nineteenth century to some 600,000 by the beginning of the 
First World War (Friedlander and Goldscheider, 1979 : 16; Encyclopaedia 
Hebraica , 1958: 707; Gerber, 1979). 

At the time of the census of23 October 1922,6611,000 Arabs were li vinR in 
Palestine. ny 1917 there were approximately 1,200,000 and on 1.11\1ay 1918, 
only 156,000 (sec Table 23). These last two statistics arc, however, not 
infrequently su l ~jcc t to misinterpretation as the figures for 1947 cou nt the 
population of the entire region encompassed by th e Mandate for Palestine, 
including the \\'est Bank and the Gaza Strip, whereas the figures for 1948 
count only the population within th e borders of the newly founded State of 
Israel and exclude the \Vest Bank and the Gaza Strip. 

Nevertheless . the basic fact remains that even in the remainder of Palestine 
(excluding Transjorclan) the proportional relationship between the Jewish 
and Arab populations had been so radi ca ll y reversed between 1922 and 1948 
that the once O\'erwhrlming Arab m;0ority had, by 1948, been reduced to a 
minorit y. 

The number ofJews li\·ing in Palestine in 1948 was roughly equivalent to 
the number of Arab residents in 1922, whereas the number of Arabs li vi ng 
within the territory of Israel in 19,18 was approximately twice the size of the 
Jewish population of Palestine in 1922. That this massive shift entailed 
enormous political and psychological consequences for both sides is self
evident. 

(The reader seeking geographical orientation is referred to the maps in 
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3,5 Mill 
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c::=J 
{::::;:;:;:;:~ Jews 

F(i!,rm 3/ Arabs and.Jm·s in Palrstinr and lsrnrl , 1882- 1982. 

Figures 2- 11. Figure 31 demonstrates the shifts in the .Jewish and Arab 
populations.) 

Hy the end of 1981 the number of Arabs )i,·ing in Israel was approximately 
equal to the Arab population of J~qfl. 

If Israel were to annex the occupird territories. the state would then 
include slightly less than 2 million Arabs. as opposed tn 3-4 million Jews. 
En·n if thrse Arabs wrrc denied the right of participation in Knesset 
elrctions. the basic f.1ct of a mixrd Jewish and Arab population could not be 
ignored. 

E\Tn the 720.000 Arabs Ji,·ing within the pre-1967 borders represent a 
minority of sufficient size a~ to make it all but impossible to drscribe Israel 
accurately as ' purely· .Jr"ish. (her the long term it will not be possible to 
escape confronting this most fundamrntal problem: the .Jewishness of the 
.Je"·ish state . 

()f tflf' a\Trage annual .Jcwi~h population growth of 9% in the years 
l'etween 1922 and 1948, 75% was due to immigration. the remaining 25% to 

•natural growth. The annual increase of 2·75% in the Arab population over 
the same period was almost entireh· due to natural population growth and 
~yas not related to migratory mo,-cments (Friedlander and Goldscheider, 
·1979 : 17 fr.) . This finding i~ ofhistorical -pnlitiral significance , as it has often 
bren claimed that the rconomic dn-clnprnent of Palestine ciuring this period 
had acted a~ a magnet attracting numerous Arabs from other states and 
territories (sre Gottheil, 1975). 

1882 1922 

Arabs 
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Table 23 Arabs and Jews in Palestine and Israel, 1882-1985 (figures for 
the population in thousands) 

Year jews Arabs 1 Total 

18822 24 426 450 
19142 85 600 685 
19182 56 600 656 
1922 84 668 752 
1931 175 859 I ,033 
1935 355 953 1,308 
1910 464 1,081 1,545 
1915 554 1,256 I,RIO 
19111" 650 156 f!06 
1951 I ,101 173 1,577 
1951 I ,526 192 I, 71 fl 
19.'">7 1,763 213 1,976 
1961 1,932 247 2,179 
19G7 2,381 393 2,777 
1973 2,845 493 3,338 
1977 3,077 576 3,653 
1981 3,320 658 3,978 
1983 3,410 710 4,120 
1985 3,510 740 4,250 

Notes: 
I Designated as 'non- Jews' in official statistics2 ' • • 

All figures for these years arc estimates
• 15 May l~Hf! 

Sources: Rn~)'r/ojJardia Hrbraica 1958: 503, 518, 671, 707; Friedlander and 
ColdJchridrr, 1979: 30; Gertz, 1947: 46 f.; Horou•il<. and Lissak 1978· 
appendix I; Sta~istical Abstract of Israel, various vols .; Haa:et<., IB 
October 1983 with data from the Central Bureau of Statistics. 

(b) INNER-JEWISH POLARIZATION 

~igure ~3 d~JCtnnents. a process of increasing 'Orientalization', that is, the 
1mprcss1vc 1ncrcase 111 the proportion of Jews of Afro-Asian descent in 
Israel's pnpt~lation sinre 1948. This fundamental quantitative development 
has necessanly led to long-term qualitative changes, as discussed in section 
B/VI/2. . 

Wh.erea~ the Jewisl~ society of Israel was almost exrlusivcly Euro
~mcncan 111 character 111 194-8, it has since then become structurally polar
IZed. 

Statistics on immigrants' countries of origin for the various alil'ol can be 
found in Friedlander and Goldscheider (1979: 38) and in the publications of 
the Isra.cli Crntral Bureau of Statistics (Immigration, 1975: tables I and 2). 

Desp1te thr process of Orientalization described above, it must he noted 
that even in 19f! I the majority of voters were still of Euro-American descent. 
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Figure 33 The Jewish population of Israel, 1948 and 198/ . 

In 1981, 50% of the voting-age population consisted of Ashkenasim, 45% 
were voters of Afro-Asian heritage and 5% were at least second-generation 
Sabras (data on paternal ancestry from Elections, 1981: XXIII) . 

(c) THE BASIC DEI'v!OGRAPHIC STRUCTURE 

Figure 33 also demonstrates when and how Israel's Euro-Amcrican society 
was transformed into one with a tripartite structure, the 'first' clement 
consisting of the traditional, mainly Eastern-European groups that moulded 
the nation during the Yishuv, that is, the period before independence, as well 
as in the following phase of massive development , the 'second' clement being 
the 'Oriental' Jrws, that is, Jews who immigrated to Israel from the nations 
of northern Afrira or western Asia and thus also designated as 'Afro-Asian', 
and the 'third' clement representing Israel's Arab population with its re
ligious di\'f·rsity of Sunni 1\foslcms, Druzc and Christians. 

(d) POLITICAL GENERATIONS AND AUYOT 

In accordanre with Karl Mannhcirn, the term 'political generation' is 
understoocl here as an age-group whose political orientation is shaped mainly 
between the agrs of 17 and 25 under the influence of the then current political 
events. Since thr attitudes of a politiral generation tend to be formed by the 
same events. the individuals of that generation exhibit largely similar points 
of rcfcrcncr without being by any means identical (for further details sec 
Wolffsohn, 1983a: pt. I I). The political generations of the Yishuv and of 
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century Rr11 rinn lihrrnfimr. esprcia lly by the bch a , ·iour of Russia n liberals 
during thr pogroms of lflfl0-2 . 

~lost of th e immigrants of tiH' fir~! nf irn wne lr~s intnr sted in the 
establishm ent of politi ca l organizations th ;111 in S!'('uring their individual 
economic existence through agricultural r ntcrpri sr·s. Tlw traditions of the 
Russian agrarian rc,·olutionarics were m a nifest among the more collectively 
orirnted innnigrant s. fiJr exa mpl e. among th e Bilu group. Such groups 
remained. IHH\f\Tr. a m in nr it,· in the fir s t nf!rn. The grra t majority regarded 
th em se h-es si mph- as colo ni s ts a nd se ttlrrs and wne. some twenty years 
later , oft en described as a 'p lant er ari<qocrac,·· m o re willing to hire acqui
rscrnt and chea p Arab labour th a n more rTYo luti ona ry and rxpe nsive Jcwish 
workers (see T a blc 2·1) . 

Th r initiati\'(· for the establi shme nt of pnlitical institutions arose princi
pally among th e immigra nts of th e rrrond nf!rn. esp<'c ia lly among th e socialists 
of this nf!rn , whi ch produ ced . a mong other top politi cians , two later prime 
ministrrs of hra('l, B!'n -C urion and Eshkol. as wl'll as Isra el's second and 
third presid ents . Bcn -Zw i and S hazar. 

This wa \'(· of immigration brought lwtlnTn 3.'i.OOO and ·111. 000 immigrants 
into Palest in e h<'tween 190 1 a nd 19 11. especial~\' in th r "akc of th e Kishincv 
pogrom in Ru ss ia (.\pril 19!n) and th e further persecu ti o ns of J ews there 
fo ll tn,ing the Russo-J apa nesr \\' ar ( 190 1/:)) and the failure o f the Russian 
RC\·o luti on of 1905. 

The agricu ltura lly orient ed socia l rrf(,rmrrs of thr second af~ra founded 
Haporl Ha za ir. while the snc ia l n ·, ·o lutin naries (a m o ng th e m . a t this time, 
Ben -G urion ) crrated Poale Zion. _\ s true ~f arx ists. the m embers of Poale 
Zion brlin-rd in th e re\·olutionary rol e of the prolet a riat. that is , of the 
indu~trial \\'orkcrs. of \\'hom , ·irtu a ll\' none IH're to be fin111d in the Pa lestine 
of thr ear l\· tw(' nti (' th rentu ry . It ".'a~ thus the goal of I'Z to s timulate the 
prores~ of industrialization . in order to pa\T the wa,· for th e crea ti on of a 

, \.Jewish) proletariat, whi('h could then - oddly enough within th e entirely 
.J ewish se lling - m ·crt hrow the (j !' \\ ish) bourg!'oisie . 

This wa\T of immigra nts remained politically d o min a nt fiJr a lo ng period, 
:;,It hough they gradua lly lost much of their re,·olution an· zea l. In the course 
of th e years. more and m o re of th em became soc ia l democrats a nd reformers. 
(For furth er inrorm at ion and sourn·s see \\'rJ iff~ohn , l ~l!rb : pt. II. ) 

The m crnhrrs o f the second nf!ra were mainly from midcllr-class back
grounds hut dni\Tdthcir id eo log y from thr social reformers a nd revolution-
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aries of Russia and thus imported these variations of leftist ideology into 
Palestine. 

For subsequent groups of arriving immigrants, the authority of these 
founding fa thers of Poalc Zion and Hapoel Hazair was, as even the highly 
self-confident Golda Meir confirmed , beyond dispute . (Mcir herself was a 
leading representative of the third afiya.) Both politi ca lly and in purely 
personal terms , the lead ership of the second aliya occupied- a nd effectively 
blocked - the key positions in th e political, economi c a nd cultural spheres 
for a long peri od lasting, in fact, well into the e ra following independence. 
(On the politi ca l elite of the Yishuv see Wolffsohn, 1983a: 223; Lissak, 1981 : 
chs. 4 and 5, on the economy, and 6 o n culture .) 

Believing in the supreme importa nce of the organization as a prerequi
site for successful de\'Cl o pm cnt , th e leaders of the second nli)•a launched econ
omic enterprises with close ti cs to their parties and thus laid the decisive 
groundwork fo r the Hist adrut as well as the later state sector of th e economy. 
The network of links between part y politics ami the economy forged by tl;r 
generation of the second af~!'n transcended its origins in the Labour bloc and 
became of central importan ce for the entire politica l and economic systrm in 
Israel since thr·ir achiC\·ements served as models for the efforts of the 
non-socia li s t groups as well (sec Eisenstadt, 1973: 39). 

The first kihbut;: im werr also organized by m r m hers of the second nfiyn. 
Contrary to some characte rization s, the m en and women who fo und ed the 
kibbutzim were not ~farxian socia li s ts . H ad they been true rvl a rxists, they 
would ha ve turned th e ir ac tivities to the o rganizati on of th e industri~ l 
proletariat rat her than becoming agricu ltura l pioneers . 

The immig rants of the third nfi)·a ( 19 19-23) belonged to the political 
genera tion shaped by the C\T nts of the Russian October Revolution. This 
was the tru<" ' Bo lshe\'i s t' politi ca l generation. Morr precisely, they were the 
Bolshevisls of the early phase of the revo lution who, although not seeking 
'democracy for all', at lras t hoped to es tablish d em ocraey fin one 'class', 
namel y, for the proletari at, rather th a n a party di c tatorship . The 'working 
class ' was to be the ruling class, but it was to be democra ti c, a t least in its 
internal structures . 

This ideological a nd orga nizational concept proved significant for the 
foundin g of the Histaclrut . The third nfi),n was not agraria n. Jt was ins tead 
urban in its ou tlook and thus mo re strictly Marxian in that it believed in the 
revolutionary potential of the industria l proletari at. The only problem was 
that thi s prole tariat did not ye t exi st. 

The third n{~)'n rontrihuled both the ideology and the membership basis for 
the more lcliist parties such as thr l'oa le Zion Left , the Socialist Workers' 
Party and later the Communists. 

The third nf£rn was also of importan ce fo r the rrligious bloc. The dcvrlop
mcnt of the lcf'Jist-rrli .gious pa rties ( H a poel H am isra hi and l'oalc Agudat 
Israel) was closely relat!'d to the inOu encc o r bas ica ll y socialistic (one could 
also say, egalitarian. justice-seeking) but non-mate rialisti c idea ls among 
Orthodox Russian and Poli sh J ews . 

Man y of the immigrants of the fourth afi),n had experienced thr period of 
Lenin 's New Economic Poli cy in the Soviet Union. This fo rm of modified 
'free market' ec-ono mics within a socia lis t fram ework served as a modrl which 
the sociali sts <~mong the immigrants of the fo urth ali.J•n hoped to introduce 
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into Palestine. Their effi1rts considerably strengthened the then rather weak 
economic enterprises sponsored hy Ahdut Ha;n·oda and the Histadrut. 
Furthermore. their ha,·ing experienced the creation of a powerful party 
apparatus in thr SoYict Union also sen-rd in the long run to strengthen the 
parties they joined in Palestine, n-rn though the socialists of the fourth aliyd 
werr for a long timr forced to arrrpt rrlati,-rly minor positions in the party 
hirrarrhy and had to rontrnt themseh-rs mainly with offices on the local 
In-cl. 

Quantitati,-rly. howrHr. middlr-class ideology and backgrounds domi
natrd in the fourth afira. whi r h for the first timr pnl\'idrd a rrcruiting ground 
for non-socialist grot;ps and thus reprrsented a threat to thr domination of 
thr l.ahnm hlnr. The rxtcnt to which thr fourth afi)·a turn ed the political 
rurrrnt :tgainst thr part ir·s nf thr ldi i' rll'momt ra tl'd hy a comparison of the 
results of thr rlertions to the lklcgatr·s· Assemblies nf ICJ20 <1nd 1925 (see 

Figurr 11) . 
The fart th:tt the Orthodox immigrants of til!' fomth af~ra arriving from 

Poland in th e early JC)2fls lwd experienced the wa\T of anti-Semitism then 
raging in their nati\T hnd led to a rnm-c moderatr stance among Agudat 
Israel supporters with rega rd to Zionism. although onh· gradua ll y and over 
thr long term (\\'oiA'sohn. ICJ83a : 158 ff.: Friedm<1nn , ICJ77: chs. 10-12). 

Thr ' modrrnization' of the Orthodox part of the Yishm· was significantly 
affectrd 11\· thr immigr<~tion of rrligi(lUS German Jr"·s arri,·ing with the.fi.fth 
afira (f\ farmorstrin. 1%!1: Schifl'. 11177: rh. 3: Friedmann , 1977: ch. 14). 
Thrse Gerrnan.J ews. hot h strongh· Orthodox and a I the sanw time 'modern', 
trird tn romhine Torah (i.r. rrligious ) and Dcrrch En·tz (i.e. secular) 
ronrrrns in a functional <1nd technical approarh. f\fore important, having 
exprriencrd the rise of Nation<~) Socialism at first hand , the German immi
grants had rnnH· to realizr the important rnntrihutinn Zionist organizations 
wrrr making to the \Try surTi,·a l of the .Je"·ish people. Their resistance to 
ZiPnism \\·as thus alrea(h· m-rr-come . This \\·as also trur of numerous Polish 
immigr<~nt supporters nr' ;\gudat Israel a~ wdl. whiJ O\\Td their survival to 
thr Zionists who helped to secure thr all-import<IJJI immigration visa !o 
Palrsti11c . This procc·ss of ' modrrnization· a11d the subsequ r nt more mod· 
eratr attitude towards and C'\Til conpcration with Zionism pro,·okcd in turna 
split within the Orthodox membership r>f ;\guclat lsrarl. The most strictly 
Orthodox l)('linTrs rcjrrted an\· form of compromise \\·ith Zionism, broke 
:tWa\' from the ,\1 <1nd finrndnl Ncture Kartha (Guardians of the City). They 
ront.inue to lin· in thr f\lca Shc<1rim quarter of.Jrrusalcm <1nd their rejection 
in principle of the Statr of lsrarl nTn extends to cooperation with the PLO. 

During the fifth af~rn. the gcncr:ttion of thr Grr<lt Drprrssion and fL 
National Socialism made its imp;1ct felt amon~ the Labour parties. The 
socialist part of this political gcnna tinn lwlinnlthat the collapse of capital
ism was imminent and was fill ed with a renllutionuy impatience which 
manifest r d its!' If most parti cularh· in the in crcasinglv lrft"·a rd movement fL 

• Hashomcr Hazair. 
Among thr partirs of the middle class. thr fifth af~ra led to the foundation 

of the lilH'ral -bourgeoi s Nrw Immigration Party (later known as the Progres
si,·e Partv/ lndepcndl'nt Lilwrals). th r political btc of which remained 
rlo~ely ti<:d to the rnatmit\· and ageing of its genrration of predominantly 
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bourgeois German immigrants {see Wolf[~ohn, !.983a: ch. 27 for data). 
The most important development which the fifth aliya brought for the 

middle-class parties was the arrival of militant young Poles, members of the 
Revisionist you th organization Bcitar. Their militancy can be rxplained as a 
reaction against the rising tide of anti-Semitism which they had experienced 
in Poland. Once in Palestine, they demanded an 'active' policy against the 
Arabs and the Mandate authorities. Without these young militants Ezel 
would prob<~bly not have been founded, nor would it have made itself 
independent of the Revisionists. 

Due to their predominantly bourgeois composition, the fourth and fifth 
aliyot also lrd to an incrrase in the prestige of such 'middle-class' professions 
as medicine and law. 
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F(t?,ure 35 Tlze aliya from Europe . 

Source: Carta, 1977: 28. 

At first , Sabras of all political blocs and persuasions were only able to 
continue along rxisting linrs , and not to go off in new directions. Again and 
again the polls have establi shed that the Sabras arc more pragmatic than the 
'founding f<~thers' and identify less with Mapai/1 LP or the left in grneral. For 
a long time it was possible to apply the simple formula: the younger, the 
more to the right. (Sec Tables 18 and 19, and for further data Et1.ioni-Halrvy 
and Shapira, 1977: 58 f.; Arian , 1979: 81, and 1978: 81; Wolflsohn, 1983a: 
166 ff.) 

The gradual shift to thr right is therefore cl~scly connected to the struc
tural 'Sabrai1.ation ' of Israeli society (see also C/XII/4). It must also be 
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noted that 'Oriental' Israrlis ha\'c a higher birth rate, so that the growth in 
the numbers of Sabras means at the same time an increase in the proportion of 
'Orientals' . 'Sabraization' and 'Oricnta lization ' arc intcrtwincd processes. 

During the Yishu\' and in the first years of the new state of Israel, the only 
channels to political power open to Sabras led through the ranks of the 
various party militias and later Zahal (see Wolffsohn, 1983a: 169 ff. for 
examples and further literature). 

The generation of Sabras born in the 1920s did not attain real political 
power until the installation of the Rabin go\Trnmcnt in 1974. This group is 
known as the Generation 5708, the political generation whose soldiers fought 
for and achic\Td the indrpendcncc of Isracl in the year 5708 of the Jewish 
calendar ( 19·18/9) . Sabras arc now in thc process of taking over in most of the 
parties . 

In the National Religious Party thc pragmatic generation of the 1930s 
(Education l\finister Hammer and his frlllowers among the NRP 'young 
guard') has gradually assumed power since 1968, this precipitating an 
ideological as well as generational and ethnic crisis within the NRP. These 
ageing youngsters arc also of Ashkenasi origin. 

To continue the practice of naming political generations according to 
significant formati,·e C\'ents, this is the political generation of the Sinai 
Campaign . 

The political grneration of the Six Day \\'ar was the first e\'er to experience 
the new political-geographical dimensions of Eretz Israel (i.e. Greater Israel) 
with the occupied territories. NcHrthcless, its organizational (but not its 
ideological) impact appears to be less than that of the political generation of 
the Yom Kippur \\'ar with its protest mm-cmcnts and d emands for greater 
political participation, acti,·ism and more 'democracy'. This is also the same 
political generation which sought either to promote (Peace Now) or to 
prnent (Gush Emunim) the pcace-making proccss with Egypt by means of 
extra-parliamentary acti,·ities , and it is a t the same time the political 
generation in which significant numbers of indi,·iduals h<t\T for the first time 
refused to fiJIIow military orders, ::~s for example in the occupied territories 
and in Lebanon . 

The political tr{'lld towards the right , im·oh-ing a shift away from the 
ideals of the hnlutz im, the agricultura l pionecrs , in parti cular, as well as a 
decreasing emphasis on ideology in general, was not only strengthened by 
the arri,·::~l of the Afro-Asian immigrants of the late 1940s. It was also 
encouraged by the traditional parties themseh·es in their attempts to 'buy' 
political allegiances. Considerable cffi>rts were undertaken to provide ser
\'iccs in all areas of life for the newly arri,-cd immigrants in the hope of 
influencing their later bcha,·iour at the polls . The fact that Oriental, espe
ci~lly l\foroccan, immigrants remained at a disad,·antage led to their gradual 
0\0\T away from the party of thc 'founding fathcrs ', l\fapai/ILP, to the 
Herut/Gahai / Likud hloc. 

Sincc this shift clcarlv invoh-cs a protest reaction , the Likud could easily 
lo~c the support of Oriental Israelis if it fails matrrially to improve their 
situation . Up to and including the Knesset elections of 1984 , however, this 
had not happened - at kast not yet. If on somc future election day, Oriental 
voters decide once again to register a protest at the polls. it will go against the 
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Figure 36 The aliya from Arab countries. 

Sourer: Carta, 1977: 27. 

leadership of the Likud and other rightist parties like Tchiya, which is, after 
all, an almost exclusively Ashkcnasi organization . A purely ethnic but 
~orrupt list lik<; Tarni ~1ay not be their preference. An ethnic Orthodox party 
hke Shass, wh1ch obtamed four Knessct scats in 1984, may be more attrac
tive. A more far-reaching Orientalization of the Herut rank-and-file as well 
as its leadership may prove the most promising possibility. The already at 
least partially completed 'takeover' ofHerut may be o ne reason whv Oriental 
Israelis . did not abandon their allegiance to the l.ikud in 19R1 despite 
economic setbacks and what appears to have been their original intrntion to 
'punish ' the ruling party, at !cast if we arc to bclicvr the ptT-elcction polls. 

In principle, a gmTrnment stecring a hard course on foreign policy issues 
in general and in relations with the Arabs and the occupied territories in 
particul::~r scrms to mrrt with the grncral understanding ::~nd support of 
younger Sabras and Oriental Jews . (Sec also section B/Vl/2/c.) 

(e) POPULATION POLICY 

From the beginning of the Mandate in 1922, and especially after 1939, the 
British allowed on ly limited numbers of.Jews to immigrate to Palestine. The 
Zionist parties had argued in vain for an 'open door' policy and were forced 
to accept immigration quotas, which they then divided up in a manner which 
was .anything but non-political. 

The Zionist partics, which wrrr dominant at first only in thc Yishuv hut 
lat~r also in t.hr cntirc \VZO, distributed the precious immigration pcrmits 
mamly to the1r own supporters (for data sec Horowitz and Lissak , 1977: 257; 
Friedlandcr and Goldschcidrr, 1979: 71 ff.) . It must nevertheless be noted 
that the socialist Zionists of that time evidenced the strongest dedication to 
~he work o~ b.uildi.ng a .Jewish. society in Palestine. However politicized and 
tmmoral tillS tmmtgratton poltcy many have been, it did prove advantageous 

http:b.uildi.ng
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to the establishment of the later state. lndiYidual and collective interests Israel werr significant. The not always uncontroversial figures of the Central 
clearly collided in this case. Bureau of Statistics list some 390,900 Israeli citizens as 'not yet returned' 

Aft~r achieYing independrnce, Israel immediately opened its doors to all (Statistical Abstract of lsrad, 1983: 125, also with annual statistics). In the 
immigrants and in 1950 passrd the Law of Return, Article I ofwhich states summer of 1984 a controversy arose over the exact number of)'Ordim (the 
that 'C\TryJrw has the right to immigrate to Israel' and thus to attain Israeli somewhat pejorative Hebrew word for emigrants). A Study prrpared for the 
ci 1iunship. Ministry of Immigrants Absorption claimed that 252,000 lsrarlis had left the 

Thr mass immigration ofthr yrars 191B to 1951 confronted the new state country hctwern 1948 and late 1983. The Central Burr::~u ofStatistics, on the 
with rnormous rconomic and social problrms , as Orirntal immigrants often other hand, gave a figure: of some 350,000 (G . Alon , 1/aaret<., 30 August 
arri,-rd with little or no , ·ocatinnal training to qualify them for jobs in a 1984). Must of these emigrants live in the United Statrs. The numbrrs were 
modrm industrial economy. particularly high for 1980 (31 ,000) , 1981 (32,400) and 1982 (90,800), al

In Nm-rmhrr 1951 's dfCti on aitnia· fiJr immigrants were established by the though it must be noted that the time elapsed between the date of departure 
Jrwish Agrncy (Frirdlandrr and Golclschridcr, 1979: 98 ff.). In practice, and the prrsrnt is also the shortest. The most rrcent figures can, thrrefore, be 
these guidrlinrs gan· prrfcrcncr to immigrants from Europe or America. By expectrd to decrease after some time (see Statistical Abstract of Israel, 1982: 
that timr , hcl\\T\Tr. thr number of immigrants from thrsr continents was 121, and 1983: 125). 
stradily drclining. In thr rarly 1950s upper-class Jewish emigrants from Up until 1973 the annual figure for Israeli citizens 'not yet returned' was 
North Afric;1 prrferrrcl tn immi ,gr;ttr to Fr;tnrr (ibid. : 102) . The nrw regula well under thr 10,000 mark, the highrst contingent (7,100) having been 
tions thus h;td little efl(·rt ()11 thr rornpnsition or thr immigrant groups. recorded in 196 7. Table 25 shows the data for the period since 1973. 

'Thr Oricnt;tls wrrr not lsrad's first choirr, but thrre was no other 
altrmilti\T th;tn to accept tll!'m' (Smooha. I ~l7B: flG .) It is said th;tt Nahum 

Table 25 Israeli Citizens 'Not Yet Returned', 1973- 1983Goldmann C'\Tn suggcstrd sending somr 100.000 .Jews from 1\forocco and 
Iraq bilck to thrir nati\T lands in 1952 but that Ben -G urion resisted the 1973 11,500 
proposal. (1\linutrs of a mrrting betwrrn the Israeli goyernment and the 1974 12 ,900 
\\'ZO citrd in a book by S . Ben-Simcho n. 1/aarel<., 2 August I 983. I have thus 1975 10,400 
far not brrn ablr to substantiate thr truth of this claim .) 1976 13,500 

Rrparations payments by thr Frderal Rrpublic ofGrrmany contributed to 1977 12,600 
thr imprmTmrnt of Israel's economic situation beginning in 1954, when a 1978 8, 100 
phasr of significant economic growth set in (srr section C/XIIJ). The policy 1979 11,200 
of immigration quol;ts for North African Jrws was, howrvcr, continued, thus 1980 24,100 
oprning an apparrnt g;tp lwtwern idrologiral pronouncrmrnts and political 1981 18,100 
rrality. This lrd to domestic politica l contrmTrsirs in lsrarl, Herut con 1982 33,300 
drnming thr restri ctions on immigration most sharply and drawing parallels 1983 89,200 
to the poli cirs of thr British 1\landatr (Frirdlander and Goldscheider, 1979: 
10·1 ff.). This may, indred, ha\T brrn thr brginning of the Orientalization of Source: Statistical Abstract of Israel, various vols. 
Hrrut supportrrs , a procrss which was to prO\'C a decisi\'C factor in the 1977, 
1981 and 1984 rlrctions . It is also of significance that approximately 70% of the Jewish immigrants 

The prrdominan ce of immigrants from Europe and America since 1967, as who were allowed to leave the Soviet Union in the 1970s decided to remain in 
wrll as thr strram ofSO\·iet immigrants. mainly between 1971 and 1973, were various \\'estern countries rather than proceed to Israel (data in Woltfsohn, 
phrnomrna closrr to the rconomic. cultural and social idral. The reluctance 1983a: 399). 
oftheJrwish upprr classrs from Iran to immigrate to lsrarl after the Iranian Yerida, that is, emigration, enjoys about the same prestige in Israeli .Jewish 
Rrvolution w;ts rrgistrred with disappnintmrnt. That this was so neverthe society <~s a fiJur-lrttcr word . The Talmud (Bava Batra 91 a) admonishes that 
less fits the grnrral pattrrn rstablishrd since the brginnings of Zionist Jews m<~y lc·a,·r Erctz lsrarl, the I .and of Israel, only in case of emergrncies 
ir!tmigration to Palrstine. and also states that 'everyone' (i.e . every Jew) 'who lives outside Israel acts 

like an irlnlatn' (Ketrwot I lOb). 
( r) DIJ<;R.\TIO'-: What do thr polls reveal? in April 1974, shortly after the Yom Kippur 

F~\Til among the highly moti,·atrclmcrnbcrs of thr srcnnd af~ra, whi ch began War, a sun·cy conducted by the Israel Institute of Applied Social Research 
in 1901. only some 6,000 of the original 37.000 immigrants still remained in found that 9% of those questioned did 'not desire' or 'not desire very much' 
Palrstinr by 1918 (Gorni. 1970: 205 f.) . In 1927 and 1928 more Jews to remain in Israel, whereas 40% intended to continue on living there 'by all 
rmigratcd from than immigrat r d to Palrstine. means' . Some 21% wanted to do so 'very much', 13% 'wanted' to, another 

After indrprndrncc as well , the numbers of Jews turning th eir backs on 7% chose the response 'more or less' and 10% 'not very much' (Levy and 
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Gutmann, 1974: 36). Although only 9% expressed clearly ' negative attitudes; 
concerning their desire to stay in Israel and a total of 74% wanted to remain 
'by all means ', 'very much' or just 'wanted' to, the latter figure is certainly 
not impressively high for a country which wishes to act as a magnet for 
immigrants . 

MoreO\Tr, the number of younger Israelis between the aRes of 20 and 29 
willing to lean· is higher than among their elders. On the one hand, this must 
be seen within the contex t of a generally higher mobility among young 
people. On the other hand , it could also be argued that this indicates a 
weaker spiritual bond with Israel. The latter argument is strengthened by a 
PORI p oll conducted in June 1980. Among its findings was that 36·1% ofall 
Israelis between the ages of 18 and 29 approved ofJ'eridn (emigration), as 
opposed to 23 ·4% among the overall population (Hnartf<_. 8July 1980). Here, 
too, origin w::~s an important intervening factor . The desire to remain in 
Israel was stronger among Ashk<·nasirn than among Orientill c itizens (Levy 
and Gutmann , 197,1: 13) . rnidn was illsn appro,-rd of by more Oriental than 
Ashkenasi Israelis (PORI poll, loc. cit.). 

Four years 1::~ tcr , in ~ farch 1984, PORI condu cted another survey on the 
subject and fou nd th::~t only 15% appro,-rd of emigration and 75% 'didn't 
apprO\T·. In other words , the appro,· ::~( rate decreased from about 23% in 
1980 to only 15% in 1984 (World Opinion Lpdatr, , ·ol. VII, no . 5, May 1984: 
71 f.) . 

At the same time, 28% of the inten·iewees stated that they personally 
knew people who were ' pl::~nning emigration' and 20% knew of actual 
emigrants or persons firmly intending to leave Israel. The interviewees 
nonetheless O\Trwhrlmingly rejected the idea ofpridn for their own persons. 
Asked whether they considered themseh-cs a 'po tential emigrant', 90% 
replied they did not, and only 5% answered affirmatin:ly (Joe. cit.) . 

There is an undrniahle gap betwee n the position or attitude assumed by 
the inten·iewres and the actual beha,·iou r of their em·ironment. 

(g) AGE STRl1CTl'RE 

Table 26 shows that Israel's population is extraordinarily young. However, 
the anrage age of the J ewish population steadily in c reased until 1981, 
whereas that of the non-Jewish , that is , Arab population declined during the 
period 1955 to 1970 and then remained constant until 1981. In 1982 the 
anrage age of both the Jewish and non~J ewish groups once again declined. 

The extent to \vhi ch the in creasing youthfulness of the population is 
simultaneously a growing Orirntalization is demonstrated by the 1982 
statistics fi>r children up to the age of 9, of which there were 134,fl00 among 
Sabras of Euro-American backgrounds. 118.900 among Sabras where the 
.f::~ther is of North African heritage and I Ofl.600 among Sabras where the 

·father is ofA si::~ n extraction . This mak es for a total of257,500 amongJews of 
Afro-Asian orig in . The 304,500 Sabras whose fathers were already born in 
Jsracl partially restored the balance. a lthough with a shift in fa,·our of the 
'Oriental groups (Statistical t1 bstrnct of Israel , 1983 : 6 1) . But here, too, we find a 
cross-current. The number of babies (children under the age of I) was 
highest among Sabras with a father born in Israe l. and there arc more 
children between the ages of I and 4 whose fathers were born in Israel than 

THE POPULATION 

Born in 

Men Women 

f::: ::;:: llsrael 

E:;::::::l Asia -Afric 
EuroP.e
Amer1ca 

-

6'fo 5 4 3 2 0 0 2 3 5 6% 

Figure 37a The Jewish population: age, sex and origin, 1978 (%). 
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Table 26 The Population of !~rae!, 1918-82: Age Structure 

A,'?' cohort ns 

parmtn.l?' of total: 0-4 5- J.! 15- 19 20-24 25-34 35- 44 45-64 65+ average age 

Jews: 

8 No\'. 1918 12·2 16·5 8· 1 43·9 15·0 4·0 28·9 
195:> 11·6 20·3 7· 1 7·6 14·8 13·2 18·t 4·7 27·9 
1970 10·7 I 9· t IO· t IOU 12·0 10·7 19·6 7·2 30·1 
1981 I0· 7 199 BO 82 16·7 9·9 I 6·9 9·7 30·7 
lllfl2 I() ·.'i 20·2 B·O 7·9 I 6·6 104 I 6 9 9·5 30·2 

Non -.J cwi~h: 

1~r;:, IB·7 270 10·5 110 12·0 7·5 I 0·9 5·4 23·0 
I~J 70 19·5 30·2 I0· I 7· 1 12·3 8·0 8·6 3·9 21 ·1 
1!1BI 17 ·2 29 6 11 ·8 9 I 12·2 8·2 8·6 3·0 21·1 
I~JH2 16·7 29 8 II · 7 9·0 12·5 8·2 8·7 2·8 20·7 

Sortra: Stnlil/i rnl .·lhf/rn cl oj hrnrl. I!183: .16 f. 

in Afrira. Eurnpe. :\rncrica or ,\sia . Th e latter group is by f.>r the smallest 
(lor. cit.). :\mong Sabra fathers. ho\\e\Tr. we may assume a significant 
numhr r "ith Oriental origim . NnTrthd es s. the ' pnfi>rmanre· of the ethnic 
groups seems to indicatr an ' A~hkenization' of Ori entals in terms of child· 
bra ring . 

The lowest a\Tragr age among the :\rah population groups is to be found 
among the l\loslcms ( 19·5 years). follqwecl IJ\· the Dru ze (20·7) and the 
Christians (26·8) (Stntirlirnl . lhrtwcl nj !1wrl , 1983: 57) . This is closely related 
tn the more ' modern' life-styles among the Christian Arabs (sec section 
B/ \'1111. 

(h l OTHER I>E\IOCR .-\I'HfC D .-\T.-\ 

The di,·ortT ratl' (per 1.000 nf the a\-cra'Se population) was 1·7 from 1950 to 
1?51 ..n.g from 1%5 to 1%9 and 1·3 in 1982 among the Jewish population. 
1 hr dl\·onT ratr among l\loslcms was 0·7 from 1955 to 19.i9. OA from 1965 to 
1969. 0·7 in 1981 and 0 ·5 in 1982. Thr rstimatrs for the Christian Arabs 
rrmain at about 0·1 bctwrcn 1955 and 1981. ,\mung the Druze the numbers 
we1 r 1·0 from 1955 to I 959. O·.'i from 1965 to 1969, 0·6 for 1981 and 0·8 for 
1982 (Stn/iflirnl .-lbslmct of lnnd, 1982: 75 fr.). 

Thr infant mortality ratr for the Je"'ish populatio n sank from 38·8 for the 
prriod 1950/ I to 11 ·6 in 1982. among l\ lmlcms from 60·6 for 1955/ 9 to 22·1 in 
1~82 (a. dramatic decline but still nearly doublr the ratr for the Jewish 
populatiOn). among the Christian Arabs from 46·1 to 12·2 (significantly less 
than the rate for the l\loslems and onh- sli15htly highrr than that for the 
Je~,· s ') _and among the Druze from .i J·3 to 18·9 (Stntistirnl Abstrncl of Israel, 
1~3 : 16 fr.) . 

The grm~ reproduc tion rate brtw1·en 1955 and 1959 \\'aS I ·73 for the 
Jrwish population. 3·98 for the l\losl ems. 2·2-l fi>r the Christian Arabs and 
3·17 for thr Druze . The figures for 1!182 \\TIT 1·35 among.Jrws , 2·68 among 
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Moslems, 1·13 among Christian Arabs (the lowest rate of all!) and 2·91 
among Druzc (ibid.: 98). 

The general fertility rate for Jewish women was 121·8 in 1951, 90·7 in 1981 
and 92·4 in 1982. For Sabras the rate was 107·9 in 1951 , 101 ·8 in 1981 and 
102-7 in 1982. For Afro-Asian woman it was 199·7 in 1951, 81 ·0 in 1981 and 
80·9 in 1982 ('modernization'!). The rate for Euro-American women was 
90·8 in 1951, 73·0 in 1981 and 77·5 in 1982. The fertility rates for Moslem 
mothers were 241·0 in 1955 (earliest available statistics) and 173·2 in 1982 (a 
much more modest 'modernization') . The decrease in the fertility rate for 
Christian Arab women was dramatic: from 147·3 in 1955 to 76·0 in 1982. The 
rates for Druze women were 202·7 in 1955 and 169·1 in 1982 (ibid.: 99 f.). 
The overall trend is towards fewer childrrn, most esprcially among Euro
Amcrican Jews and Christian Arabs, and to a lesser but still observable 
extent among ~loslems and Druzc. 

In all of these areas the patterns for Christian Arabs and Euro-American 
Jews on the one hand and Moslems and Oruze on the other arc remarkably 
similar. 

The average life expectancy for 1971 was 72 ·8 years for Arab women and 
68-7 for Arab men, 73·8 for Jewish women and 70·6 for Jewish men. The data 
for 1980 were 73·3 years for Arab women and 70·8 for Arab men, 76·2 for 
Jewish women and 72·8 for Jewish men (ibid., 1982: 110 and 1983: 114). 

(i) REGIONAL DfSTRfBUTfON 

The shifts in the prrccntage of the overall Israeli population residing in the 
various districts of the country arc shown in Table 27. These figures show a 
clear shift to the southern region as well as a certain, although incomplete, 
reduction in the concentrations around Tel-Aviv and the Central District. It 
is noteworthy that the shift has been to the south, and not to Jerusalem, 
despite the prime ideological and politi cal status of the nation's capital. The 
population increase of the Jerusalem District has, in fact, remained very 
limited. The strong development of the south is related to the settlement of 
Oriental immigrants there as well as to the 'challenge' of the Negev. In 1982 

Israel's Population Distribution by Region, 1948 and 1982 (%) 

1948 1982 District 

35·7 24·8 Tel-Aviv 
14·3 20·4 Central District (including Pctach Tikva, 

Ramlah , Rehovot and the Plain of Sharon) 
16·8 15·4 Northern District (incl. 0·5% in the Golan 

Heights in 1982) 
20·5 14·2 Haifa 

2·5 12·2 Southern District 
10·2 II ·5 J crusalcm 

0·5 'J udaca and Samaria' 

Source : Stnlislical Abstract of Israel, 1983: 33. 
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I% of the total population li\'ed in the occupied territories (including the 
Golan Heights) . 

One means employed to relieve the congestion of the central areas was the 
founding of 'development towns' in which numerous new citizens of Oriental 
heritage have been settled since 1948. Among the better-known of these new 
centres are (from south to north) 1\fitzpe Rimon, Jeruham, Dimona, Beer
sheba, Arad, Ofakim, Nctivot, Ashkelon, Ashdod, Javnch, Kiryat Gad, 
Bei-Shemesh, Afula , Upper Nazareth, Tiberias (formerly an Arab city) and 
Kiryat Shmonah (see Figure 38) . 

For the sake of electoral geographers it should be noted that many of these 
new towns dcliHred large majorities for the Likud in the elections of 1977, 
1981 and 1984 (on regional inequalities sec Gradus, 1983) . 

As was already the case at thr time of the \\'ar of Independence, thcJcwish 
population in 1982 was largely urban (90·2% ). The Arab population, too, 
was becoming increasingly urbanized . \\'hcrcas 30-35% li\'ed in the cities 
during the 1\landatc period, 55·4% did so in 1972 and 69·8% in 1982. At the 
same time, the proportion of the rural Arab population dropped from 44·6% 
to 30·2% (data compiled from \·arious sources for the 1\fandatc period and 
from the Statistical Abstract of lsrarl , 1983: 13) . 

2 THE 'SECOND ISRAEL': ORIENTAL}EWS 

Oriental Israelis. that is , those Israelis whose roots lie in North African and 
West Asian countries, particularly those of 1\loroccan and perhaps least of all 
those of Iraqi heritage, tend to be more 'proletarian ', more religious (Gold
scheider and Friedlander, 1982: 10 ff.; Bar-Ln and Kedem, 1984; Shokeid, 
1984) and more nationalistic than Israelis of European or American back
grounds . Furthermore, a significant socio-economic gap exists between these 
two groups . 

(a) SOCIO- ECONO~IIC DATA: ·1liE 11\NER-jE\\'ISII GAP 

While the following statistics demonstrate an undeniable improvement in the 
quality oflifc for Oriental Israelis, the data also show that their development 
has nc\'.ertheless lagged behind that of Euro-Amcrican Jews in Israel. 

I Education 

The proportion of Oriental Israelis in junior high schools (grades 6 to 8) and 
in high schools has risen dramatically (sec Table 29). Table 40 indicates a 
continuous growth in the numbers of Oriental Israelis born outside Israel 
enrolled in higher education, but the proportions remain below those for 
students from European and American backgrounds. 

1\fuch more rc\'caling arc the data for the second generation, the Sabras of 
the \'arious ethnic groups. Here the statistics show that proportional enrol
ments .of Oriental Jews increased in the period up to 1974/5 but have been 
dropping since 1977/ 8 . Bo th the time frame (the election of 1977 and the 
subsequent change in go,·ernmcnts) and the political-psychological perspec
tin· are significant; the o\'erall situation imprO\·es, hopes rise, the trend 
falters, disenchantment grows . In this case the trend \-vas C\'en backwards. It 
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Table 28 Israel's Arab Population. Distribution hy Region, 1948 and 
1981 (%) 

1948 /981 District 

58·1 47·2 Northern District 
17·6 15·7 Haifa 
10·3 9·6 Central District 
9·9 7·9 Southern District (mainly Bedouins) 1 
2·3 1·6 TeJ-A,·iv 

18·2 Jerusalem (incl. East Jerusalem) 

Soura : Statistical Abstract of lsrnd, 1983: 34. 

must be noted , hm\T\Tr , that thr drop in thr proportion of students among 
Sabras of Euro-Amcrican ba ckgrounds was e\Tn greater, as the demand for 
university graduates had declined on the Israeli job market. (For further 
information on the ethnic problem and education, see E. Pcled, 1984; 
Steinit7., 198-1·; Yossi Shavit, 1984; Shokrid , 1983; Yuchtman-Yaar and 
Semyonov, 1979.) 

Table 29 Jewish Secondary Students Ages 14-17 , 1966/7 to 1981/2 by 
Parental Origin (number of students per I ,000 of appropriate 
population group and ratio of Euro-American to Afro-Asian 
groups) 

rrar Euro-Amnicans Afro-Asians Ratio 

1966/ 67 686 379 1·81 
1969/70 775 442 1·75 
1976/77 797 637 1·25 
1979/ 80 809 710 1·14 
1980/81 817 73 •l 1·11 
1981/82 828 758 1·09 

Sourcrs : Bernstein and Antono\·sky, 1981 : II; Statistical Abstract of Israel, 
1982: 275, 291 and 1983: 298 f., 311. 

2 Ocmpational Stmcturrs 

The economic and intellectual clitrs of the Oriental Jews, most especially of 
tl~e 1\loroccan (and least of all the Iraqi) emigrants did not come to Israel. 
For the most part the elite opted to immigrate to France instead . 

The majority , that is , somewhat more than half of those who became 
Israeli citizens , belonged to the traditional middle classes in their native 
liinds, that is to say, they wrrr largely artisans and merchants (Friedlander 
and Goldscheider, 1979: 42 f.). 

In Israel the new immigrants found em ployment mainly in 'proletarian' 
occupations, a situation which became even more pronounced among the 
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Table 30 Jewish Students Ages 20-29, 1964 to 1980/R I by Origin of 
Father (% of all Jews of the appropriate age cohort, approx. 
75% of all students in 1978/9) 

Origin 1964165 1969170 1972173 1974175 Average 1980181 
1977178 
and 
1978179 

Israel 
Total: 8·1 9·9 9·8 9·5 7·5 7·2 
Father from : 

Israel 5·2 7·5 8·6 10·0 II<~ 

Africa/Asia 1·6 2·5 2·8 3·0 2·6 
Europe/America 10·7 12·6 13·8 14·0 12·7 

Africa/ Asia 0·8 1·6 2·0 2·1 2·1 2·8 
Europe/America 5·3 9·8 9·3 8·4 9·8 9·1 

Sources: Council for Higher Education, 1982: 14; Statistical Abstract of Israel, 
1982: 629, and 1983: 657. 

Sabras of the second (Sabra) generation than was the case for the immigrant 
generation (Bernstein and Antonovsky, 1981 : 15). 

In 1978, 50·5% of the immigrant generation and 5 7·4% of second
generation Sabras were blue-collar workers. Among Euro-American immi
grants to Israel this trend was reversed: 34·4% were blue-collar workers in 
the first generation and only 28·2% in the second . In 1982, 36·6% of Oriental 
immigrants and 34·5% of the second generation were to be found in blue
collar occupations. Among Euro-American immigrants 25·2% of the first 
generation were blue-collar workers and only 13% of the following genera
tion born in Israel. Despite the remaining gap, an improvement for the 
second generation of Oriental Jews is recognizable. (See 'Jewish employed 
persons by occupation, contingent of birth, period of immigration and sex ', 
in Statistical Abstract of Israel, 1983: 3 70 f.) 

In 1982, 25·3% ofOriental Sabras and 15·9% ofthe immigrant generation 
were employed as white-collar workers ('clerical and related'). The propor
tions for the Euro-American groups were 18·7% and 25·4%, first and second 
generations respectively . This can be viewed as a recognizable improvement, 
provided clerical work is to be considered as such. The proportion of 
professional and technical workers rose from 9·0% (immigrant generation) to 
12·0% (second, Sabra generation) among Oriental Israelis, but rose among 
Ashkcnasim from 15·5% to 24·7% (Joe. cit.). 

In the scientific and academic professions the gap was enormous: 15·2% of 
Ashkenasi Sabras were occupied in these professions in contrast to only 2·6% 
of Oriental Sabras. In the immigrant generations 13·8% of the Ashkenasim 
as opposed to 3·0% of the Orientals fell into this category. For Oriental 
Israelis this meant that there had been no improvement at all from one 
generation to the next (Joe. cit.). 
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Table 31 The Jewish Population, 1930-1984In 1954, 43·2% of Oriental Israelis were employed in construction or in 
By Origin, Income and Living Conditionsindustry. This fell to only 31·9% among Oriental immigrants by 1981 and to 

31 ·4% among Oriental Sahras, a pronounced d ownward trend overall, but 
Income/ Oriental Persons/Room 

one showing little difference between the generations. The proportions 
Family (% of Euro-Am.) Euro-Am. Afr.-As.

declined among Ashkenasirn from 35·2% to 22·8% in the immigrant genera
tion and to 13·2 % among Sabras during the same period . The gap thus 1930 70 2.5 3.5 
remained (Smooha, 1978: 291 f. ; Statistical Abstract of lsrarl , 1982: 348 f.) . 1946 78 2.7 4.5 

1956/57 73 2.1 3.2 
3 lnromr and HorJJin.f!. 1965 72 

1968/69 72 1.6 2.0 Table 31 includ es data on income since 1930 and shows a clear decline in the 
1970 74transition period from thr 1\lamlate to thr first years after independence and 
1975 82an impro\·rrncnt during the 1970s as well as the continuing gap between 
1977 81 1.0 1.6Ashkrnasim and Oriental Jews . Despite this gap, howr\'Cr, the overall 
1980 80economic imprmTmrnt is impressive - a dn·rl opmrnt which can easily lead 
1981 81 2.5'" (3.4) 4.0* (3.4) to exaggerated expec tations all too difficult to fulfil (sec Semyonov and 
1982 80

Krauss. 19fl3). 
1983 82 3. 1* 4.5*The g<~p operating in fa\·our of second-generation Oriental J ews in the 
1984 78 3.1* 4.5* area of housing in 1980 sho uld also be noted. 
•Persons per household 

4 Composition fl[ thr Orimtal Populatiorr () Second generation 

Neither thr dillrrcnces in thr composit ion of Israel's Oriental population 
Sources:before and after independence nor the fa ct that this group represented a very 
Ginor, 1979: I 06; Statistical Abstract, various vols. distin ct minority up to 19 H~ should be o\-c rlooked. Only 4·7% of the third 

alim came from \\'estern Asia or North Africa . In the fourth aliya the 
p;oportion was 11·8 % ami in the fifth 9·0%. From 1939 to 1945, 18·3% and 
from 1916 to 19·18. 1 ·0% of the immigrants were Orientals, whereby the 

fig~res illustrate a dramatic improvement in the economic situation ofnumbers of \\'rst Asians greatly exceeded th ose from North Africa (Friedlan
Onentaljews (as ~veil ~s Israeli Arabs) . This is especially true in the case ofdrr and Goldschriclcr, 1979: 38). 
the. more recent 1mm1grants, where a gap has opened in favour of the 
Onentai.Jews. 
~he indrx o~ r~lative equality is d efined as the average monthly income of 

5 lnromr !Ji ftributi fl n 

The data in Table 31 a lso indicatr a significant leap forward rconomically for Onental lsrachs 111 IL (~sraeli pounds) or- since 1980- in shekels, divided 
Orirntallsraclis in thr period from 1970 tn 1975. A slight backward trend set by the av:r.ag.c monthly ~ncome of the Ashkenasi population then multiplied 
in in 1 ~!77 (changr of goHrnmrnts) ami continued through 1980. In 1981 by I?O. 11115 1ndcx has nsen from 73 in 1956/7 to 82 in 1975, 87 in 1977 and 
thrrc " ·as a slight imprr1\'rment , whi ch certain lv was not without effect on the 92·3 m 1979/80 (Smooha, 1978: 282; Statistical Abstract ofIsrael 1978· 297 and 

1983: 295) . , . , 
;\ studv nf thr regional distribution of incomr reveals that the new 

'dn·rlopmcnt towns' in whi ch mainh· Orirntal immigra nts have been settled (b) THE SOCIAL GAP: ATTITUDES AND BEHAVIOUR 
since 191fl rank wrll below thr national a\'Cragc in income (Ginor, 1979: Ap~rt from short-term emotional waves of mutual solidarity (for example, 
109). Thi s fact is significant for undrrstanding the geography of Israel's dunng th e wars of 1967 and 1973 and the Lebanon incu rsion of March 
rlrction results. 

rlcction results (sec section C / XIII /2) . The setback in 19fl2 was minor. 

1978).' attit~des towards ethnic relations among J ewish Israelis have 
remamrd f.'l•:'>'. stable (sec Fi:~u rc ~I and Table 31). Following every out

fj f'm-rrtr break ofhostll1t1rs., up I~J and mcludmg the Lebanon incursion of 197H, polls 
reveal.rcl tha~ cthmc feelings were consistently perceived as more harmoniousP!J\Trty will hr (lr-finrd herr as ha\·ing an incomr ranking among the lowest 
than Jmrr~cd1ately before the fighting began . Thr ou tbreak of the War in10% on th e sralc. \\'hilr Cinor ( 1979: I i.'i) registered an increase in poverty 
Lebanon 1n .1982 represents a~ except~on to this pattern . Failing to generateamong Oriental .Jrws from 59·9'Yo to 67 ·3% in thr period from 1968/9 to 
even a passmg w~ve o~ emotiOnal umty, the \.Yar in Lrbanon only contri1975/ 6. hrr data also reg istered a cnncurrrnt drop in pO\-crty among Ashke
bu:~d to the detcnoratton of the social consensus in Israel.nasim from ~~ ·2% tn 22·2%. 

~-___::..:.:....o...;::..:..z.__:.=<.:...""-'~'-'-".,L:l UrVCV found that 69·? 0/n n(Ori.-nt<>l Jc,..r a~=a~• MI _-----·-'-r--"a'-LbuolrL 3::! j nrludrs data fr >r thr orrind fi·om 197 1/ 6 to 1979/80 These 
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Table 32 Pon~ rty in the Jewish Population, 1975/76 to 
in lowest I0%) 

1975176 1979180 

Jews in total 82·5 96·3 
Afro-Asians in total 55·5 31·0 

\' ctcrans 34·8 21 ·5 
Nrw immigrants 20·7 9·5 

European-America ns in total 18·3 57·9 
\ 'c trrans 11 ·1 31 ·8 
New immigrants 7·2 26·1 

Israrl 8·7 7·4 
Non-Jews 17·5 3·7 

SorJTa: Statisticnf Abstract of lsrarl . 1977: 266 f., and 1983: 302 f. 

the hclirf that they were not being discriminatrd against, an opinion which 
was shared hy 50% ofthr Ashkcnasim and (i5% ofthr Likud voters but only 
52·9% of the l\faarah voters. Among the population as a whole , the percent
age ofthosr prrcri,·ing discrimination fell from 64% in 1971 to 58·7% inJuly 
of 19f11 (llaarrt;::.. 5 August 1981) . 

Thr sur\T}'S conductrd by Brn -Rafael (1982: 147) in 1978 and 1979 
re\-calrd that Israrlis of l\foroccan and Ycmenitc backgrounds viewed the 
ethnic polari7.ation as significantly sharper than that between 'rich' and 
'poor', ' left' and 'right" or ' religious' and 'secu lar' . 

A striking phcnomrnon continuing from the 1950s to the present is that 
North African Jews arc much more likely to seck the company of Ashkenasim 
than is the case the other way around (details in \Volffsohn, 1983a: 410 ff.; 
Brn-Rafarl, 1982: 137, 167). Thr lattrr apparently view such contacts as a 
strp down, the former as a strp up thr socialladdrr. It would seem equally 
manifest that Oriental Jews have come to assume the dominant European
American ,·aluc-structurc and prefer 'integration' to the kind of 'pluralism' 
Smooha ( 1978: 14) defines as 'cultural di,-crsity and social division'. 

The accrptancc of intermarriage (among Sabras) is greater among Orien
tal Jews than Ashkenasim. although here. too, the polls indicate an increas
ing willingness to enter into mixed marriages (Peres, 1976: 91; Levy and 
Gutmann. 1976a : 297). 

Sun-rys of attitudes may be \Try rC\'ealing. but actual behaviour is a more 
valid indicator. Let us thrrrfi)re examine the data on intermarriage. An 
intermarriage or 'endogamy' index is calculated by Israel 's Central Bureau 
of Statistics. The lower the index is , the more frequent arc the cases of 
intermarriage. This index was 0·81 in 1955, 0· 73 in 1965, 0·64 in 1975, 0·62 in 
1979 and 0·60 in 1980. This indicates that the greatest progress in mutual 
acceptance was made between the 1950s and the 1960s and continued into 
the 1970s but that conditions ha,·e remained relati,-cly unchanged since then. 
(On the offspring of ethnic intermarriages, see Yogcv and Jamsky, 1984.) 

In a study of acquaintance networks , Weimann (1984) found that these 
are also impinged upon by ethnic distinctions. 
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Table 33 Attitudes towards Ethnic Relations in Israel , 1967-82 (%) 

Prriod % of mpondmts rrp(ring 'l'fTJ' good' or 'quite good' 

. 
m 

has 

m 

June 1967 81 
Up to April 1%9 Between 8·1 and 74 
t\1arch- April 1971 65 (beginning of ' Black Panther' 

acti,·ities) 
June-July 1971 .J7 
~fay-June 1972 40 
July-September 1973 43 
October 1973 80 (Yom Kippur \\'ar) 
April 197·1 ·ll 
~Ia\' 1971 57 ~laalot 
Summer 1975 to Autumn 1977 Bet wern 55 and 61' 
Summer 1978 (ifl ( !\larc h : fighting in Lebanon 

against PLO) 
~larch 1979 
July- Augu st 1 ~182 58 (polarization after 1981 

elections. \\'ar in Lebanon 

'Only a slight drop up to the ~Ia\' elections . 

So11ms: Etzioni-HalcH and Shapira. 1977: 201 ff.: Stone. 1982: 286; Ben
Sira. I 983: 85 . 

It must ;tl~o be not ed that Oriental J ews seem to prefer an increasing 
political compartmentalization, as n ·idenced by a growing trend in favour of 
the small parties in their , ·oting hcha,·iom from 1977 to 1984. In addition, 
they ha\T rstablished more strongh· ethnic parties in the religious camp. 
Thus Tami was founded in 19RI ami achiC\-cd notable success, only to lose in 
l ~l8 J. " ·hereas Shas~. formed in I ~JR3. did \\Til in 198 1. On the other hand, 
there wa~ also a trend towards rather than away from Hcrut. 

(r\ l':"DF:RRF:PRF."F.:" 1'.\TIO:" 

Smooha ( 19 7R: 39 ff.) ha ~ dra\\·n up a n impressi\T co ll ection of data on the 
underrepre~entation of l srarli immigran ts from Islamic cou ntri es, and the 
pre~ent author h as supplrmented the collect io n (\\'olff~ohn. 1983a: 413 ff., 
412. 503) . 

Although Oriental Jews re main undeniably undcrrepresrntcd in Israeli 
society. a cer tain imprmT mcnt ca nnot be m·erlooked . Nc\Trthelcss, the rule 
of thumb still ho lds : the lowe r the politic<ll rank. the better the representation 
lilf Oriental Israel is . 

' This Ciln lw obsenwl p<lrticularly well on the lncl of loca l politics. In 
--1957 . for example, only 20·9% of the generill secretaries in the loca l Histad
mt workers' coun cils were of Oriental hcrit<lge . The percentage had risen to 
56·9% IJ,· 1971 (Smooha, 1978: 31R) . 

There . ar~ also hopefu l signs to be noted in the upper echelons of the 
politic<ll system . Oriental J ews ha\T become judges in the Israeli Supreme 
Court: Israel's c hief of staff in 19R4. l\l os he LC\·y, was an immigrant from 
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Iraq; and the man who became secretary general of the Histadrut in 1984, 
Israel Kessar, is from Sanaa in Yemen. 

Appa.rcntly,_Jews from the Arab states of Asia arc at an advantage in 
companson wrth Jews from North Africa. It must not, however, be over
looked that David Levy, an immigrant from Morocco (and therefore not a 
Sabra) was defeated by a rcbtively narrow margin in the September 1983 
ballot of the Hcrut Central Committee to choose the party's candidate for the 
post of prime minister. The winner was Yitzhak Shamir, who is of Polish 
extraction. 

The increase in the number ofOriental MKs representing religious parties 
the Eleventh Kncssct (1984) was striking. Seven out of the thirteen 

members from religious parties were Oriental .Jews. These included all four 
of the Shass deputies , two of the four NRP parliamentarians ilnd Tarni's only 
delegate, Abuhatzira . 

Finally, the very low number of.Jcws of Afric<ln or Asi<ln descrn t to attain 
high rank in the military (major general or troop commander) ought to he 
mentioned . Between 1948 and the end of December 197fl, 105 of the officers 
who had attained such a rank were of European or American ancestry and 82 
were Sabras - most of these, in turn , were Ashkcnasim and only 7 were of 
Or!ental heritage (compiled from data provided by the IDF spokesman). 
Ch1ef of Staff Levy therefore represents an exception illustrating that the 
factor of ancestry can serve as an impediment to the larger group but 
presents no bar to advancement for the particularly industrious and able 
individual. In the case of equal accomplishments, the disadvantages become 
fewer. These are socio-economic rather than individual in nature. 

(d) I'OI.ITICAL i\TTITUI>F:S AND BElli\ VI OUR 

The politi ca~ consciousness of Israelis of Oriental heritage is much more 
pronounced 111 the second gencr<ltion thiln in the first (Shokrd and lkshrn, 
1977: ch. 12, ilnd 1982: 155 IL; Levy and Gutmann, 1976a: ch . 7; Lrhman
Wilzig, 1981: IRS) . 

At th e same time, th e polls have shown that Sabras of Oriental back
gro~n~s stand more to the 'right' politically than their parents. (Sec 
EtzJOm -Hillcvy and Shapira, 1977: 57 for polls on the 'left' and 'right' as well 
as religious issues .) 

Ov~r the long t_erm this meant that it was the growing numbers of Sabras 
of Af:1can and As1an herit~gc which caused the political pendulum to swing, 
first m favour of Gahai/L1kud and the NRP (up to 1977) and then also to 
Tchiya and Tami in 19RI as well as Shass and Rabbi Kilhane in 1984. This 

been especially evident in the 'development towns' since 1965 (sec 
Tables 18_and 19 as well as Wolflsohn , 1983a: 188 f. and 326-30). 

Accordmg to polls conducted by Hanoch and Rafi Smith (jmt.rnlem l'o.r t, 3 
August 1984), 51 ·1% of Israel's Oriental .Jews voted Likud in 1977, 5 1·6% 
in 1981 and 52·3% in 1984. Tchiya got 1·3% of the Oriental vote in 1981 and 
3·2%. in 1984. _Ra.bbi Kahane received 2·5% of the votes cast by Oriental 
Jews m 1984. 1 he1~ overall vote for the religious parti es dropped from 17·9% 

1977 ,to 15·7% m 1981 and. 15·3% in 1984 (17·8%, however, including 
Kahane s Kach). To sum up: smce 1977 roughly 70% of the Oriental Jewish 
vote has gone to the Likucl and to religious part1cs; conversely, 'only ' about 
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60% of Euro-American Jews have voted for Labour and its allies since 1977. 
Despite the measurable-, 'objective' improvement in the socio-economic 

situation of Oriental Jews, the heightened political consciousness of the 
younger generation has brought the recognition that possibly even more can 
be accompli~hed by means of protest votes. One anti-establishment step 
could be taken by merrly , ·oting Herut/Gahal/Likud , which maintained its 
non-establi~hment image through the elections of 1981 and even in 1984, at 
least as far as its 'Oriental' touch was concerned. In the early 1970s some of 
the highly impatient fou nded the party of the 'Black Panthers ', which has 
since undergone numero us splits and remained ineffecti\'C. Tami (established 
in 1981) and Shass (in 1983/4) pro,-eel rclati,-cly successful anti-establishment 
ethnic lists . 

Fi~ure •12 illustrates the in creasing preferen ce of Oriental .Jews, e~pecially 
Sabras, for Gahai/Likucl (~ee Arian, 19fl3: 96: Peres and Shcmer, 1984). 
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Figurt 42 Par~J' prtferrnas of Orimtal Jrws . 1969-85. 

In 1977 and 1981 Oriental Israelis decided the outcome of the elections 
ai;d were also a key factor in the 1984 stalemate. In 1981 and in 1984 the 
Ltkud was the bloc chosen most often by Oriental Jews, and the Maarah was 
the choice of Ashkenasim. 

:Diskin (19fl2a), howe\'(' r, has demonstrated that Oriental Israelis are more 
prepared to stick with the Likud through good times rather than in bad, their 
electoral loya lty depending on concrete economic promises and measures. It 
was as a result of the wcll·timcd measure of Finan c 1\linistcr Aridor in 1981 

THE POPULATION 

that the turnabout in public opinion in favour of the Likud came about. 
But why, then, did they still cast their votes for the Likud in 1984, when 

the economic outlook for the average Oriental Israeli was less bright than it 
seemed in 1981? Was it because the short-lived election-time economic 
bubble which rose in early 1984 brought them back over again? This seems 
unlikely, as there was only a minor improvement in the rating given the 
economic policy of the Likud-led government by the general public between 
December 1983 and July 1984. The approval rate increased from II% to 
18% (Smith polls, Jerusalem Post , 17 July 1984) , but the overall gap between 
Labour and Likud grew ever narrower (Smith polls, Jerusalem Post, 19 June 
1984). 

One explanation is that the party identification of Oriental Likud voters 
has in the meantime intensified. About 30% of the general Israeli public 
claims to make its choice at the polls for reasons of identification with or 
support for a specific party or its leadership team rather than because or the 
party's positions on economic or social policy (Smith polls, .Jerusalem Post, 29 
June 1984). Despite the vacillation which can be observed in the polls taken 
between the elections of 1977 and 1981 as well as in the period between the 
1981 and 1984 Knesset elections, Oriental Jews apparently returned to 
Likud at the polling station, making their decision even as late as on election 
day itself, as Diskin claimed in 1984 (Haaret~, 5 August 1984) . Apart from 
some cyclical volatility, there now seems to be a stronger identification with 
the Likud among Oriental voters than has previously been assumed. 

Upon further consideration, however, a qualification must be made with 
regard to this theory . It would appear that this party iden tification has 
proved highly susceptible to election-time 'gifts'. We have already observed 
this phenomenon between January and.June 1981 as well as between.June 
and July 1984. In both cases, timely measures taken by the Likud-lrd 
coalition led within four weeks to a dramatic improvement in the govern
ment's image in the eyes of the public. Approval of the government's 
economic performance (as 'successful' or 'fairly successful') rose from 12% in 
June to 18% in July 1984, approval of its social policies from 29% to a 
sensational, ethnically accentuated 46%, approval of its defence policy from 
40% to 46%, and of its handling of foreign affairs from 38% to 45%. Finally, 
public approval of the government's overall performance rose from 25% to 
34% (H. and R . Smith,.}miSalem Post, 17 July 1984) . This data would seem to 
cast serious doubt on the theory of increased party identification and to 
suggest that a better explanation might be found in the mechanics of 
electoral manipulation, both in 1981 and 1984. 

Without the predominantly Moroccan Tami Party, the Likud victory 
among Oriental Jews would have been even more clear-cut in 1981, and ifit 
had not been for Shass, the Likud might have won a slightly greater share of 
the vote in 1984. Tami and, to an even greater extent, Shass rrpresent the 
most successful purely Oriental political groupings to date, although it must 
be added that this success appears much more modest when viewed from a 
larger perspective, especially with regard to f.ikud's ethnic results . This is 
due in part to the fact that Oriental Israelis have, in principle, always sought 
to improve their situation within th e framework of the traditional established 
parties. (For further details and literature, sec Wolffsohn, 1983a: 418 If.) 
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Table 3-t Sc: Ir~trd .F~ndings Present in~ the Dynamics of Public Opinion 
wrtlnn DrOercnt Subgroups(%) 

RrllC'ffl1 thr lC'ars of Between Sadat's visit 

1%7 and 1973 and October 1980 

Suhdiz ·irion kr Cormt~r of 01i~in 

Percentage a~scssing that Israeli 
Arabs' loyalty is dimini~hing 

I) lsr;Jel born of Europran origin I :)-23 34-61 
2) Isr;Jd horn of ,\ ~ia- :\frica 

ongm 8- 31 23-45 
3) European horn 23- 36 45-69 
4) ,\~ia-Afri ca horn 23-27 36-64 

Percentage reach· to brcome 
fri cncf ly ;,·ith lsr.;Jeli Arabs 

I ) Israel horn of European origin 2S-11 66-75 
2) lsr;Jcl horn of' Asia-Africa 

ongm 20- 23 52-60 
3) Europ<·;Jn horn 
4) ,\ ~ia- :\fi· ica horn 

27- 17 
19- 21 

60- 69 
55-61 

Percentage of those claiming tlwt 
Arabs ;Jrc not inferior to .Jews 

I) Israel hnrn of European origin 40-H 70-71 
2) Israel born of :\ sia -. \li·ica 

ongm 23-31 58-60 
3) European born 31- ·19 68-75 
·I ) :\ sia-Afrira born 21-25 4 1-49 

Soura: Pried. I~B3: table 1. 

Despite all of the abo\T, we must look for still further reasons to account 
for t~re preference ~fOri.cr.llal Israelis for the Likud . In doing so, let us turn to 
the .rss~es of relatrons wrth the Arabs and of settlements in the occupied 
terrrtorrcs. 

kl A'IT ITL' DES TO\\':\RDS THE .\R.\fiS :\:'\))THE OCCL' PIED TERRITORIES 

The P?ll.s ha\T shown time and again that Israelis of European and Ameri
can orrgrn at all cducatir~nal IC'\Tis arc more willing to form friendships with 

• Arabs than Jn,·s of Orrental ancestry belonging to the same sociological 
groups (Pelcd, 1972: 62; Peres, 1976: 91 If.; Lc\·y and Gutmann, 1976a: 277; 
Zcmah.I9BO; Pckd, 1973) . 

\\'hcrca~ all thr other data rdiTrcd to in this section (as well as in all other 
studies r~n the subject) present a momentary picture. Table 31 shows the 
results oft he lo~gitudinal research Pclcd ( 1983) has carried out together with 
her colleagues 111 the Israel Institute of Applied Social Research ( IIASR, 
Jcrusalrm) sinrr 1%7. 

()riental Jews arc more nnrimi~ ri r :-.~ tn ""' lr"'"'" · of l pr-- . nl~ ~\~~b~•l---
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Ashkcnasi counterparts, who may sec things morr realistically. In 
, the first as well as the second generations of Oriental Israelis have 

less willing to establish friendly personal relationships with Israeli 
than Ashkcnasim. The latter also less often considered Arabs to be 
than did Orientals. Nevertheless, a comparison between the data for 

period between 1967 a nd 1973 with th e figures for the years 19 77 to 1980 
show an overall moderation among all groups. 

While 50% of the immigrants from Europe and America wcrr interested in 
· I contacts with Arabs, only 4 1% of the immigrants from Africa and Asia 

expressed similar interest. In the second generation the re-lationship was 
51% to 39%, an even wider gap (Zrmah, 1980: 15 f.). Sinn·, in contrast to 
their parents, the younger grnrration has grown up in Israel and thus has 
had no direct negative rxpcrirncc in Arab countries, this result must br 
viewed as a product of their political education in Israel. It is possible that 
they have merely assumed the attitudes of their parents , but it is a lso 
imaginable that they have, as members of an underprivilege-d group thcm
telvcs, sought another group to which they might lrcl superior. If such an 
attitud e a lready cxistrd in principle, it was certain ly reinforced by the 
politi cal confrontation with the Arab states and the PI.O. 

This data is doubly important, first because further re-verberations in the 
Isracli-Arab/Pa lrstinian connict cannot be cxclmlcd as it hecornrs rvrr 
more dimcult for the political parties in Israel to 'sell' a dove-like policy, and 
second because of the cffrcts on the Arabs living in Israel proper. 

In all polls conducted by IIASR since 1967, far more Oriental Israelis than 
Ashkcnasim have said they felt 'hate' for the Arabs (Levy and Gutmann, 
1976a: 277; Z. Pelcd, 1979: 8, and 1980). 

In September 1979, 70% of all Jewish Israelis responded that they 
believed their Arab fellow-citizrns did 'not hate' them (Pelcd, 1980: 15 f.). · 
Pclcd docs not give any figurrs with regard to ethni c diOrrrnccs, but this 
clear majority opinion would not have been possible without Oriental 
Israelis. It must he noted on the ot her hand that, accordi ng to a poll 
conducted by Zemah (1980: 37) in January 1980, 51·6% of.Jewis h Israelis 
believed that the native Arabs did, in fact, 'hate' them. These numbers must 
therefore be interpreted with great caution. It is a noteworthy fact that 
Israelis of the older generation in Tel-Aviv and in the other 'older' cities 
expressed this pessimistic opinion much more frequently (totals ranging from 
57% to 63%) than inhabitants of the newer development towns (21%) with 
their large Oriental majorities. On the other hand, 52% of the latter believed 
that Israel's Arabs had not yet accepted the existence of the J cwish state and 
60% agreed with the statement that their Arab fellow citizens were 'happy' 
to sec Israel suffer setbacks (Zemal, 1980: 89 f.) . 

According to a PORI poll, industrial workers (mainly Oriental .Jews) arc 
'more' likel y (exact figures not given) to favour deporting 'Arabs who 
promote disturbances in the West Bank and Gaza Strip' (gc·ncra l popu
lation: 45·9% in Ewour, 39·7% against, Haarel<_, 3.July 1981) . Ofthc Israelis 
polled, 55·5% denied any responsibility on the part of their country for the 
September 1982 massacre of Palestinians in Beirut, and here the proportion 
of Oriental Israelis was 'substantially higher' (PORI poll in Haaret<, 
3 November 1982). 
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Oriental than Ashkenasi Israelis in both the 1974 and 1979 polls conducted 
by the IIASR (Bach rl al., 1974: 10; Lcvinsohn, 1979: 10) . By the end of 1982 
the enormous costs of the government's settlements policy had sparked 
controversies within the parties- including Hcrut- as to whether or not an 
active settlements policy and social welfare programmes were mutually 
exclusive (sec, for example, 1/nartl<., 24 November 1982 and 23 December 
1982). For the first time, the grass-roots Peace Now n~ovcmcnt was a?Ie to 
organize demonstrations with more than just a sy~~ohc handful ofOnental 
Jews parti cipati ng (NZZ, 18 January 1983; L. Gat. h . Haartl<., 26 Scptemb':r 
1982). Apart from these indi,·idual points of agreement, however, pubhc 
opinion sun-rys showed that Israelis ofOricntal heritage rejected 'the tactics' 
of Peace Now in far greater numbers than the 53·8% of the (not further 
defined) general public which did so in July 1983 (~1. Segal,j~ntsa~em Po_st, 16 
August 1983). \\'hat is more, dO\·ish parties made poor showmgs 111 Onental 
neighbourhoods in the 19111- K ncssct elections. . 

It is hoth an owrsimplification and inaccurate to state that Israelis of 
Oriental heritage prefer the Likud only beca use of its hawkish positions. Just 
a brief look a t tl1e corre lation between the data on public satisfaction with the 
economic policy of the government and its overa ll popularity is sulftcient to 
reach the conclusion that thi s is a highly importa nt , if not the decisive, factor. 
Using ,·arious polls. Diskin ( 1982a: 58) clearly demonstrated that the disen
chanted Likud voters of 1977 began to return to the fold after newly 
appointed Finance ~linister Aridor began to introduce his policy ?f 
election-time co ncessions (sec also Figure 56). The re\"Crsal of the trend m 
public opinion in February 1981 was a result of economic policy, not ofthe 
rocket crisis in Leban on , which did not fl a re up until April , nor of the 
destruction of the atomic rea c tor outside Baghdad , whi ch took place on 
7 June. (Sec \Volff~ohn, 1983a: 700 f. for literature and rlata to 1978; Stone, 
)gR2: 228 fr. for data to the fall of 197!); Prn·t1. and Srnnoha, 19RI for the 
period from July 1977 to J unc 19R I . The data arc for the gencraiJ?opulati_on.) 

The pattern was slightly different. howC\Tr, in 19R ~ . Once _a gam ~he ~1kud 
tri('(l the tacti c of election gifts , but th e genera l pubhc remamcd dissatisfied 
with the economic policies of the go\TrnnH·nt , despite th e improvement in its 
economic performance betw ee n Jun e and July . The \·otcrs did , however, 
respond more positively to th e social policies of the Likud government. 
Between December 1983 a nd June 198-t , 11-12% - and in July, 18%
judged that the government had 'succeeded' or ' largely succeeded' in the 
economic sphere, whereas 28-29% - a nrl in July, 16% - expressed the 
same judgement on the gO\Trnmrnt's social policy . The opinion of Oriental 
Israelis was the decisi\T factor here (Smith poll , jmJJalfm l'osl, 17 July 1984). 
In 1981 the ultra-hawkish voters of th e Tehiya Part y were much more 

. • ' western' , that is, Ashkenasi, than the ,·o tcrs of the Likud (Levy and 
.,. Gutmann, 19RI : 9 ff., csp . table 4; Elections , 1981: esp . tables 4, 5 an~ 18). 

This same pattern was recogni1.able in 1984, when ?nly _3 ·2% of <?nental 
: \'Oters chose Tehiya-Zomet and 5% of the Ashkcnas1m d1d so (Sm1th poll, 

Jnusalrm Post. 3 August 1984) . 
Tehi\'a was of course able to garner more support among the second 

generat.ion of Oriental Is~arlis , the. Oriental Sabras, tl~an among t~e im~i
grant generation . Nevertheless, the proportion of Onental lsraehs votmg 
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Tehiya remained consistently below that of Ashkenasim in every population 
group {Levy and Guttman, loc. cit.). Tehiya is mainly a party of Sabras of 
European and American backgrounds. 

To confuse things even further , it must be noted that Rabbi Kahane's 
supcr-ha~kish and extremely anti-Arab Kach list got only 0·4% of the 
Ashker1as1 but 2·5% ofthe Oriental vote in 1984 (Smith poii,Jerusalem Post, 3 
August 1984). Kahane himself is an immigrant from the United States as 
are many of th_e mcm~ers. of his party. Altogether, 69% of Oriental J~ws 
vot~d for hawkish_parties rn the 1984 Knesset elections {compiled from the 
Sm1th poll, loc. c1t., for the Likud, Tehiya-Zomet, Kach, NRP, Morasha, 
Shass) . 

Ne\'cr~hel~ss,_ there are many e_xamp~es for the neutralization of security 
and terntonal Issues by economic pohcy factors. While Oriental Israelis 
formed a large majority of the 40·9% of Israelis who found the War in 
Lebanon justified (PORI poll in llarml<., 3 March 1983), the same institute 
~eport~cl ~l~at the_I.abour bloc succeeded in overtaking the Likud in the polls 
m Ap.nl. I he m~111 ca~ses of the dissatisfaction with the governing coalition 
were Its economic pohcy and the muddled situation in Lebanon (Haaref;:. 6 
May 19R?) . In April as well, 50·7% of the Israelis surveyed said that th~ir 
monthly mcomcs were not sufficient to meet current expenses. On the basis 
of the known socio-economic data it ca n be concluded that Oriental Israelis 
were cc~tai~ly ov~rrepresented in the groups most directly affected by the 
econom~c dlffi_cult1es. At the same time, 53% of the Israelis poll ed judged the 
economic pohcy of the government negatively, as opposed to only 39% in 
December of 1982 Um/Salem Post quoted in FAZ, 9 May 1983). 

~n other wor_ds, ' bread _a ~1d butter' issues appear to be more important to 
Onental lsra:hs than pohc1es towards the Arabs or the occupied territories. 
If at some pomt forced to choose between the alternatives 'settlements' and 
'social wc-lf;ue', the possibility or their opting fi>r the !attn ca nnot he 
dismissed . In f'~ c t it ~ould seem likely . If a government is able to co uple its 
settlements pohcy with ~ programme of subsidies for housing construction 
and ~urchasrs for l o\~Cr mco me groups, it may well then succeed in escaping 
t~e either/or alternative and thus master the art of squaring the circle. The 
L1kud , to_gcthe~ with the other hawkish parties, especially Tehiya, seems to 
have achie\·ed JUSt that. .Despite th ei r dismal economic performance, they 
were able to bo~h esta~hsh settle~ents and, as th e above-mentioned polls 
suggest , to burnish th e1r popular Image on social policy as well. 

3 THE 'THIRD ISRAEL ': THE ISRAEU ARABS 

(a) TER~IINOLOGY AND POLITICS 

The population group under discussion here is frequently described in terms 
other .than th e one cho~cn in the heading above. Since language often either 
e.onsc10usly or _un consciously involves politics, it is necessary to draw atten
~Ion to the \'anous terms employed, each with its own emphasis and value
judgement. 

The subjrct of this book is Israel , the existence of which is taken for 
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granted and viewed ;,ts legitimate. The term lsrarli Arabs is therefore em
ployed here. 

The term J>a/rstinians in lsrarl shifts the emphasis to the Palestinians 
without necessarily calling Israel's lrgitirnacy into question. Nevertheless, 
this term implies that the prime reference group for these people is the 
Palestinians, not the Israelis , and that these 'Palestini ans' are more or less 
strangers to Israel rather than part of that state. The description Palestinians 
/iring undrr l srarli orC11pation is one which casts serious doubt on Israel's 
legitimacy. as it prrsurnrs that Israel 'occupies ' the land belonging to the 
Palestinians - and not to the Jews. This becomes clearer if it is reca lled that 
the Arabs br ing referred to herr li n· within the pre-1967 borders of the 
Jewish state. The chara cterization /lrnbr lil"ing undrr Zionist ocntfmlion is one 
which totally denies tlw legitimacy of Israel. 

(h) SOCIO-EC0:\0\IIC DATA 

Table 26 illustrates the youth of lsrarl's Arabs . In 1955. 61·2% were not 
older than 21-. and in 198 1 and 1982 the figure was 68%. ~loslrms remain a 
clrar majority among Palestinian/ Isra eli Arabs. Figure 43 and Table 35 
illustrate the data for various years. 

1922 88.2 1.1 

87,81945 

1951 68 .6 

1981 78 .1 

D =Muslims - =Druze 

(::: ::::::::::! =Christians 

Figurr 43 Thr Non-Jrwish population of lsrarl , 1922-82. 

Some 2,500 Circassians live in Rcihaniya and Kfar Kama, two small 
villages in Galilee. The Circassians arc Sunni ~1oslcms who fled to the 
~Iiddle East from their original home in the Caucasus region between 1861 

• and 1864 in the face of the Russian im·aders . 
The Bedouins li\"C mainly in th e southern part of Israel , in the Negev (see 

v 
data on the regional distribution of Israel's population in Figure 49) . 

The dc\"Ciopment of the Arab sector is illustrated dramatically in the field 
of education (sec ~lar"i , 1978) . In 19-l8/ 9 there were only fourteen Arab 
students enrolled in secondary schools in Israel. In 1969/70 there were 8,050 
and in 1982/ 3 •there was a total of 28,326 in all three types of secondary 
schools (Statistical Abstract of lsrad , 1983 : 653). 
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Table 35 The Non-Jewish Population of Israel , 1922-83 (%) 

Moslems Christians Dru~e and other 

1922 88·2 10·7 1·1 
1945 87·8 11·1 1·2 
1951 68·6 22·5 8·9 
1981 78·1 13·9 7·9 
1982 76·9 13·6 9·5 
1983 77-0 13·5 9·5 

Sources: Friedlander and Goldscheider, 1979: 34; Statistical Abstract of Israel, 
various vols . 

The number of Arab university students rose from 5 11 in 1969/70 to I ,281 
in 1971-/5 and 1,710 in 1978/9 (Council for Higher Education, 1982: 15). It 
mu st not be overlooked that the number of Israeli Arabs with a high er 
education is still ext remely small on the whole, but nonetheless too high in 
relation to the employmen t opportunities available to Arab graduates. It is 
noteworthy that, in contrast to the Jewish population groups, the numbers of 
Arab students did not drop in the late 1970s. 

Table 36 Arab Student Enrolments 

I) Secondary Students (total number} 
1949 14 
1970 8,500 
1982 26,8 14 
1983 29,426 
1985 32,006 

2) Uni\"Crsity Students (total number) 
1970 511 
1975 1,281 
1979 1,740 

3) University Graduates (total number) 
1949 193 
1960 1,237 
1970 5,566 
1983 9,891 

Among Arabs over the age of 14, 49·2% did not continue their education in 
1961 , but only 18·0% failed to do so in 1981; 28·2% of all women were in this 
category and only 7·8% of the men (Statistical Abstract of Israel, 1982: 617). In 
other words, the status of women in Arab Israeli society remains inferior to 
that of men. 

The employment structure among Israel's Arabs has undergone drastic 
changes, that is, 'modernization' . Under the Mandate, approximately two
thirds of all Arabs were employed in agriculture. This fell to 49·8% in 1955, 
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to only 11·8% in 1981 and to 11·1% in 1982 (T:ncylopnrdia Hebrnica, 1958: 
709; Harari, 1976: 15; Stntisticnl Abstrncl of lsrnrl, 1982: 333, and 1983: 355). 

In 1955, 26·3% were employed in industry (including the electrical sector) 
and construction . The figures for 1981 and 1982 were 45·2% and 42.5% 
respccti,-cly . Only 15·8% were to br found in the tertiary sector (commerce, 
transport ami sen·iccs) in 1955. This rose to 42·9% in 1981 and 46·3% in 
1982 (Statisticnl Abstract of lsrnrl, 1983: 355). The dc\"Ciopmcnt from a tra
ditionally structured agrarian economy ,·ia the growth of first the secondary 
(industrial) sector and then the tertiary sector to a 'modern' economy is 
apparent (sec Fi~urc H and section B/\"1/3/ c) . 

Urbanization is a further sign of 'modernization' . In 1918, 76·4% of 
non~Jcwish Israelis Ji,-cd in rural srttlrmrnts, and only 23·6% in cities or 
urban surroundings. that is. communities with a population greater than 
10.000 as well as rHm-Jrwish towns with a population of between 5,000 and 
10.000 in which less than half of the inhabitants were engaged in agriculture 
(Sorir~)' in !Jrnrl. 1976: 5). The figures for 1974 present a completely diU'erent 
picture: 41·7% resided in rural settlements, 58·3% in urban settings (loc. 
cit.) . In December 1980, 32·1% were li\"ing in rural areas and 67·9% in 
urban areas. and the figures for.July 1983 were 29·1% rural to 70·9% urban 
(jerusalcm not included: Stnlistirnl II bstrncl of lsrnrl. 1982: 11, and 1984: 41 ). 
Parallel to this. an urbanization of the , ·illagrs and towns also took place. In 
1951 Taibc had 6.350 residents , but a population of 16,800 by 1981 (Harari, 
1976: 7; Stnlistical ,-1bf!rncl of lsrnrl , 1982: 50: for further examples see WoiU'
sohn. 1~83a : 1% f., as well as Figure 45) . 

Traditionally. Christian Arabs ha\"C been regarded as the most 'modern' 
in the sense of the criteria applied abo\T . Howc\"!~ r, the 1\foslem Arabs, 
including the Dnrzc, but the Bedouins only to a lesser extent, have also 
become much more ' modern' (sec section B/\'1/1/h). 

(c ) TilE .JE\\"JSH-,\R:\8 (; ,\ P 

Despite their indisputable accomplishments. the progress Israel's Arabs 
ha\"c been able to achic\"C is only of modest proportion in comparison with 
the ad\"ancrs made by the Jewish population of the country . Jewish Israelis 
arc better educated , hold many more jobs in thr sen·ice sector and fewer 
which could he described as 'proletarian', earn more money and live in less 
crowded housing (data in Wol£rsohn. 1983a: 205 0"'.: Lustick, 1980: ch. 5). 

The a\Tragegross monthly income of Israeli Arabs fell from 61 ·1% ofthat 
of Ashkenasi Israelis in 1970 to 59·1% in 1981 an"d then rose modestly to 
63 ·9% in 1982), while the income of Oricntill Israelis rose continuously. In 
1975, howrHr, the Arabs' 86·9% topped the Orirntal Jews' 82·2% of the 
a\"Cra~c Ashkcnasi income (Stnlisti cal Jibs/rae/ of lsratl, 1982 : 291, and 1983: 
3ll) . Thr proportion of Arabs in the lowr~t income groups has decreased 
significantly and the gap hils , therefore, con~idcrahly narrowed. 

"'rhc Arab income structure docs not present il unified picture, as there are 
diff;rrrnccs between lsrarli Arabs and Arabs Ji,· in~ in the occupied territories, 
many of whom work in lsrarl proper (sec section B/\' 1/3/r). In the period 
from 1969 to 1981 the annual rise in income wils higher when the workers 
from the occupied territories were excluded than when their incomes were 
indudrd in th avcri\gc. illthoue;h the differences were not o\·erly large 

Jndustry • 
Construction 

\. 36% 

.Q~?~ ! 

Rural 
76% 

Agriculture 
49,8 .,. 

Figure 44 

1948 

Employment structure of the Arab population. 

1980 

Figure 45 Urbanization of the Arab population. 

(Statistical Jlbstrncl of /srnel , 1982: 369) . This nevertheless i~dicatcs_tha.t Israeli 
Arabs tend to be better paid than Arabs from the oecuprcd terrrtorrcs. 

By WilY of contrast, the unemployment rate for the Arilh population has 
remained constantly hrlow that of the Jewish population ov~r .the lilst dcc~de 
(ibid.: 355; for information on the material standard of lrvmg sec scctron 

C/Xlll/6) . 

(d) SOCIAL ATfiTUDES AND BEHAVIOUR 

A certain 'ni\tural' separation, that is, geographic distance, exists between 
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Figure 46 The A rnbs of northern Israel. 

Source: Gilbert, 1974: 57. 
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the Jewish and the Arab populations of Israel as a result of their 
distribution (sec section B/ \"I/1/i). From the beginnings of z· 
gration as well as after independence. Jews tended to found 
settlements srparatr from the existing Arab comrnunitirs. The deliberate 
separation c-arried out during the fiJllndation ofTei-A,·i,· beginning in 1909is 
a particularly striking example. The goal was clearly to create a Jewish dty 
apart from the Arab city of .Jaffa. rather than as a part 
communi I y. 

This had nothing to do with ' racism· or ' hatred' . 
were determined to totalh- and complrtdy reform their people, and they were 
so possessed by this ideal that it kd them to ignore and 
non-Jewish rm·irornnrnt. If one is to 
intrnsi\T preocc-upation " ·ith their own group was clearly the 'fault' of the 
Zionists. but is this not undrrstambblr from 
historyJ On the other hand. win· should the Arabs h<I\'C to 
burrlrn for the consr<lurnrrs of the <~rtions of nnrr-.Jrwish Europeans? There 
is morc grey between Arabs and .Jews th<1n 
can im<~girH' . 

~lost lsr<~cli Ar<1hs li\T in central aml western Galilee, in the 'Big Tri· 
anglr·. mainly in and around Nazareth . In 19·
the Northrrn District wrrr non-Jewish. <IS compared to 48·6% 
(Stnti.fficaf t!h.ftmrf of !Jrnrf, 1982: 37). In the Yrsrrcl \"alley subdistrict the 
non-Jrwish population formed a slight majority in 1981 
subrlistrirt a clear m<ljorit\·. A further concentration of Arab population is to 
be found north-cast ofTel- :hiv in the so-railed 'Little Triangle ' . In the cities 
of mixrcl JWpulation - Acrr. Trl- ,\\-i,·. Jaffa. Haifa, Lod and Ramla (Jcru
s<~km, occupied in 19G7. presents a special case)- the Arabs arc clearly in 
the minority. There arc <1lso smaller concentrations of Arabs to the cast of 
Brrrshrb<~ and nc<~r !hila. 

The geographic dist<1nce only srn-rs to illustr<~te the social distance. As in 
the section dealing with the attitudes of Orient<~! Jews towards the Arabs 
(B / \"1/2/ r), the longitudin<~l sun-ry elaborated by l'elrd (1983) is deserving 
of special attention here. 

The first item of Table 37 shows that Jewish Israelis 
incrr<~singly lower C\·aluation of the IO\·alty of the Arabs to the (Zionist) state 
in the periocl between 1967 and 1980. Arab Israelis haYc been viewed with 
incre<~sing fa,·our rclati\T to Arabs from 
fewer and fewer Jews claim that Arabs <~rr inferior (item 3). If the willingness 
to get <1Cf1Uaintrd with the Arab language can be taken as <~n indicator, the 
trend h<~s bern to a greater opf'n-mi11drdnrss towards leuning about the 
culture ;urd mf'ntality of the Arabs (itnn -t). Ap<~rt from 
dat<~. the intrr-p<Tsnn<~l rf'sponsrs of the jf'wish public h<I\T <~lso demon· 
stratrd more modrr<~tion and C\Tn better matter-of-f<~ct relations (visits in 
Arab homes or ha\·ing had Arabs as guests. items 8 and 9). 

On the inter-state level as well. more moder<~tion has been rrncctcd by the 
interviews . A growing number ofJewish Israelis have come to the conclusion 
'that Arab st<~trs arc ready for peace· (item 10). 

\\' hat follows below arc some momentary 'snapshots'. 
In june 1967,31% ofJewish Israelis declared they were 'unconditionally 
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prepared to be friends with the Arabs' and 66% gave the same reply in 
Table 37 Selected Findings Presenting the Dynamics ofJewish. Pub~ic December of 1979 (Peled, 1980: 20; further data and literature in Wolffsohn, 

Opinion in Israel on the Topic ofJewish-Arab Relauons m 1983a: 420 If.). 
Israel (%)• 

Inter-group lrrrl 
I) Percentage assessing 

that the loyalty of the 
Israeli Arabs is 
diminishing 

2) Percentage preferring 
I sracli Arabs to those of 
the territories 

3) Percentage claiming 
Arabs are not inferior to 
Jews 

4) Percentage supporting 
introducing Arabic in 
obligatory school 
curriculum 

lnttr-ptrsonal lwrl 
5) Percentage ready to 

become friendly with an 
Arab (with no 
rcserva tions) 

6) Percentage ready to live 
in same building with 
Arab family (with no 
reservations) 

7) Percentage ready to liYe 
in same neighbourhood 
with Arab families (with 
no rescrva tions) 

8) Percentage who visited 
an Arab home 

9) Percentage who had 
Arabs visiting in their 
home 

/ntrr-statr {(l'r( 
.J 10) Percentage who think 

that now Arab States 
arc ready for peace 

Brtwrtn thr 
wars of 1967 
and 1973 

17-33 

21-42 

40-42 

46-56 

26-32 

24-28 

19-21 

42-45 

26-27 

8-34 

Brtwun Sadat's 

1973 war and visit and up to 

Sadat 's visit Oct. /980 (incl.} 

Btlu:un tht 

13- 54 36-70 

•• 57-68 

•• 51-56 

•• 6S-67 

37-38 59-64 

•• 38-44 

•• 35-41 

•• 54-56 

•• 37-44 

19-50 33-83 

The image of Jews among the Arabs also improved in this time period 
(Peled, 1979; Benyamini, 1981). 

Surveys conducted by Mar'i ( 1978) and Smooha ( 1980) registered a 
mutual willingness to establish contacts with the other population group, but 
according to Smooha ( 1980: 62 f.) this readiness was considerably greater 
among Arabs than among Jews. 

Apart from impersonal business contacts, however, actual contacts re
mained few in number (Joe. cit.), although increasing slightly from 1967 to 
1978 (Peled, 1979: 9). In June 1967, 73% ofJewish Israelis had never had an 
Arab guest in their homes, which was true of 56% in November 1978. The 
proportion of those who had never visited an Arab at home sank from 58% to 
46% (Joe. cit.). 

The willingness to overcome barriers decreases among Jewish Israelis to 
the extent that they identify the Arabs as Palestinians. The same is true ofthr 
Arabs to the extent that they are not prepared to accept the basic situation of 
their group within the Jewish state (Peled, 1979: I 0, and 1980: 21; but for the 
most extensive data see Smooha, 1980: 148. Data on the attitudes of Oriental 
Jews towards the native Arab population can be found in section B/VI/2/e.). 

Recent data, however, indicate that young Jewish Israelis are highly 
prejudiced against Arabs and are also unwilling to. grant them equal rights 
(Hoffman and Nager, 1985; Zemach and Zin, 1984) . 

(e) AREAS OF TENSION 

Apart from the influences of the inter-state Arab-Israeli conflicts, four 
domestic problem areas have repeatedly led to tensions between .Jewish and 
Arab Israelis: (I) the issue of citizenship (sec section A/1/2), (2) the military 
administration, (3) the acquisition of Arab land by Jews and (4) the relative 
cheapness of Arab as compared to Jewish labour. 

The military administration, which had greatly restricted the Arabs in 
their freedom of movement, was ended in December 1966. 

Conflicts over the purchase of land began at the outset of Zionist immi
gration to Palestine. After the founding of Israel the issue was the 'J udafica
tion' of areas populated by Arabs (especially in Galilee). The government 
claimed Arab land for Jewish development projects , first to improve the 
infrastructure of the country, and second to 'implant' more Jews in areas 
heavily populated hy Arabs. 

In 1976 this policy led to the 'Land Day' confrontation. On 30 March 
1976, a bloody clash took place, in the course of which seven Arabs were shot 
by Israeli police. A short time later the Israeli government, led by Prime 
Minister Rabin, told Arab representatives in unequivocal terms that Israel 
was, and would remain, Jewish (FAZ, 21 June 1976). 

When discussing the question of cheaper Arab labour, it must not be 
forgotten that this problem had, during the Yishuv, already led not only to 
Jewish- Arab tensions, but to inner-Jewish conflicts as well, some of which 

• The figures in the table represent the range of the percentages as obtained were violent in nature (Giladi , 1973: 164 If.). Not all Jewish employers in 
in diffmnt sun·rys within the said periods. either the agrarian or the industrial sectors complied with the Zionist,

•• The question was not asked . Labour Party and union 'Jewish labour' (A voda lvrith} demands. Such 
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employers set their commercial interests abo\'e Zionist ideology and profited 
from the fact that Arab workers were not only 'cheaper' but also less 
politicized and aggressi\T. The perspcctiYc of an C\'cntual bi-national, func
tional coexistence thus opened by this dc\'elopmcnt came to an end between 
I 936 and 1939 when the Arab Rc,·olt led to a practical economic separation 
(sec Horowitz and Lissak, 1978: ch. 2). 

Following independence Jewish Israelis. especially Ashkcnasim, exhibited 
an increasing unwillingness to perform tasks im·oh·ing hard labour, prefer
ring instead to set their ideological qualms aside and to hire Arab labourers. 
Since 1967 the supply of willing and inexpcnsi\T Arab labour from the 
occupied territories has grown e\'cr larger. In 1970, 20.600 labourers, or 
11 ·9% of the total workfi>rce in tlw occupied territories, were in\'olved. In 
1981 the figures were 7~.800 workers, or 1~ · 1% ofthc total Arab labour force 
in the occupied territories , and 79,100. or :H ·7% of that workforce, in 1982 
(StntiJiirnl .·1b.rt7ncl oflsrntl. 1982 : 7~1, and 1981 : 780) . !\lost of these workers 
were employed in construction: 5 1·3% of all residents of the occupied 
territories working in Israel in 1970 ami ~1% in 1980. In 1970, 24·4% were 
employed in agriculture. as were 12· 7% in 1981 and 12·8% in 1982 (Joe. cit.}. 

( f) AR:\RS :\:'\D PARTY PO!.ITICS 

The f.'lct that it nc\-cr came to the foundation of a purely 'Arab' political 
party following the creation of the state of Israel can be explained (among 
other factors) by the shock of the sudden transformation of the Arab 
community from the large majority in Palestine into a minority in the new 
Jewish state , a shock whi ch crippled all political acti\'ity. In addition, the 
remaining Arabs were left with little moti,·ation to undertake political 
initiatiws in the wake of the cxpnience of the total failure of their traditional 
political leadership, which had largely deserted them during the War of 
Independence (sec Landau. 1971: 90 ff.). 

Until 1977 increasing numbers of Israeli Arabs \'Otcd for the Communist 
Party because it pursued Arab interests in the political arena , including the 
Knesset. and because the Communists were non-Zionist, although not 
anti-Zionist. The decision to \'otr for the Communists was not and is not a 
decision for 'communism' hut rathrr a protest , and as such fits within the 
framework of Israel as a state . Israel's existence is not rejected either by the 
old Communist Party or by thr NCI.. which accepts Israel's existence but 
aims to create another, bi-national rather than Zionist, i.e. exclusively Jewish, 
I sracl. 

In the long run. all of those Arabs who arc not prrpared to accept the 
existence of Israel, either as a Zionist or as a bi-national state, will have to 
form an organization of their own. Su ch a mo\'c, howC\-cr, would probably 
not be acceptable to Israel's ' armed democracy' (in the original Zionist sense• 
of the term}, as was the case in the period 1958/65 in connection with the 
Arab-nationalist ai-Ard 1\loHmcnt. 

In NO\Tmbcr 1964 thr Supreme Court of Israel ruled that is was possible 
to permit political partirs whi ch did not accrpt the status quo, but not parties 
like ai -Ard which did not recoRnizc or which sought to undermine the state 
(Landau , 1971 : 1160 f. ; similarly the ruling of October 1965, discussed in 
Rubrnstrin. 1974: 246 and in Wolff.~ohn, 1983a: 425 ff.) . 

THE POPULATION 

In 1984 the Central Elections Committee disqualified an Arab-Jewish 
party, the Progressive List for Peace (PLP). Resembling the NCL (but 
without its communist ideology), the PLP accepted the existence of Israel 
but aimed to transform it into a bi-national, non-Zionist, i.e. not exclusively 
Jewish state, which the PLP conceived of as coexisting alongside a Palesti
nian state in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Israel's Supreme Court struck 
down the disqualification by the Central Elections Committee, which had 
also banned Rabbi Kahane's extremely anti-Arab Kach, and allowed both 
parties to run for the Knessct. Both succeeded in overcoming the I% hurdle, 
Kach receiving one and the PLP two Kncsset scats . 

The Yom Kippur War served to heighten the political consciousness of 
Israel's Arabs, particularly among the youth, some of whom had already 
organized themselves as the Sons of the Villa~e on the local political level in 
1972/3 ami did very well in the local elections of 1973 and 1978, but achieved 
a more modest success in 1983. 

Like the Sons of the Village, the National Progressive Movement (NPM), 
founded by Arab intellectuals at the end of the 1970s, is closer to the more 
radical rcjcctionists of the PLO than to the more moderate ai-Fatah. Run
ning under different names, the NPM met with significant success in the local 
elections in November 1978, especially in the 'Little Triangle' north-east of 
Tel-Aviv , after attracting a great deal of attention as a result of its success in 
the Council of Arab Students at Hebrew University since 1977/8 (for details 
sec Wolffsohn, 1983a: 216 ff.). 

A third purely Arab organization is also worthy of note. The Moslem 
Youth also favours a radical pan-Arab approach to Palestine, but is not a 
secular party in the normal sense of the term. With its rather fundamentalist 
religiosity , the Moslem Youth can, with all due caution in making such a 
comparison, be seen as something like a Sunni-Arab-lsraeli equivalent to 
Shi'itc 'Khomcinism'. Characteristically, it sprang up in the late 1970s and 
became more visible after the Iranian revolution. 

As soon as one or more of the above-mentioned organizations attempt to 
become active on the national level they will be confronted by the same 
normative, institutional and judicial barriers encountered by the al-Ard 
Group. 

In 1958/9 ai-Ard presented a serious challenge to the Communist Party, as 
it was first and foremost an Arab-nationalist group and only second a party 
of the 'left', an attribute it chose not to define precisely. The ai-Ard also 
supported Egypt's President Nasser, who was then the pan-Arabian idol, 
whereas the CP, riding Moscow's coat-tails, had cast its lot with Nasser's 
rival, Iraqi President Kasscm. 

The only traditional party which made the effort to be both Jewish and 
Arab was the Communist Party. It hoped to neutralize the 'national' aspect 
by stressing the socio-economic 'class' factor - and failed. The national 
existence of two peoples in one party remained a 'myth' (Greilsammcr, 1978: 
346 rr.) . 

In 1984 the Progressive List for Peace (PLP) presented a truly Arah
Jcwish list for the first time in the nation's history. The PLP was founded in 
1983 by Arab intellectuals from the Nazareth branch of the New Communist 
List, who broke away from that party to form an at first purely Arab, 
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non-communist organization in order to pursue the goal of a bi-national 

as 

Israel. They gave themscl\'es thr name Progrcssh·e ~10\· cment for Peace (not 
to be confused with the radical National Progressive f\tovement) and were 
soon joinrd by a number of former ai-Ard members. The newly established 
party won onr-quarter of the scats on Nazareth City Council in the 1983 
local elections. 

In early 1984 the party turned Arab---Jewish when former Shclli founders 
Uri A\'nery and ~fatityahu Peled , together with other formrr Shelli members 
and other non-Zionist (but not anti - lsraci)Jewsjoincd . All of them favoured 
direct nrgotiations with the PLO. Thr new bi-national character of the party 
was not accepted by all of its Arab founders , some of whom refused to join in 
the new configuration. 

Campaigning as the Progressi,·e List for Pcacr , the nrw party competed 
with the NCL for the endorsement of the PLO in order to attract as many 
Arab ,·oters as possible in the 198·1 elections. Among Arab voters the NCL 
came in first in 1984, and the PLP in third place (sec Figure 47), butJewish 
support was negligihlr. 
~fapam oprnrd its ranks to Arab citizens in 195·f, but these remained a 

distinct minority. Despite its intensi\T efforts to attract Arabs, the Shelli 
Party, founded in 1977 , met with no success and failed to receive a single 
Knesset scat in 1981 . The f\fatzpen group, which attacks the Zionist, i.e. the 
exdusin·ly Jewish character of thr Statr of Israel , on principle (Bober, 1972: 
4). managrd to achien· an Arab membership of about 10% (Yuvai-Davies; 
1977: 48) . 

f\fapai/ILP had traditionally rrlird on its allied Arab minority lists (led by 
thr heads of the Arab clans) to maintain politica l contacts with the Arab 
population. In 1969 membership in the ILP was oprnrd to Druze and in 
1973 to other Arabs . There had already been Druze mrmbcrs in Herut since 
the 1960s, as this party, despite its Zionist-nationalist character, maintained 
from the beginning the position that all Israeli citizrns should enjoy equal 
rights . In Herut the effecti\'C harrier was a different one: idrolo .~y and policy 
(furthrr drtails and litrrature in \Volff~ohn , 1983a: 427 ff.). 

(~)ARABS IN TIIF: \IILITARY 

As early as 19·18 there were already somr Circassians fighting on the side of 
the Israelis . After indrpendence some young Druze began to serve 
,·olunteers in the army. On 3 f\fay 1956 the first Druze unit consisting of 
draftees was crrated, the initi a ti\'C fiJr this step ha\'e been taken by the Druze 
lradrrship in Israel. The gradual 'Arabization' of the Druzr in Israel, as well 
as tensions betwrrn Israeli authoritirs and Druze on th e Golan Heights and 
the prolongrd War in Lrbanon , which found Israel fighting alongside the 

• Lehanrse Christians (who wrrr, to put it mildly , the traditional rivals of the 
• Druzr) , scr\'ed to erode the loy a lty of somr younger Druzc soldiers to Israel. 
~· Some of them (albeit not many) C\Tn deserted Zahal to join their religious 
• and ethnic brothers in Lebanon. 

Bedouins are not subject to the draft. but are allowed to serve as volun
tcrrs, a smattering of whom are to be found in Zahal. In late 1984 the ranks 
of Zahal were also opened for some two hundred ,·olunteers from 'Arab 
villages ' (i.e. non-Bedouins; A. f\lantzur, Haarrtz. 18 December 1984). 
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{h) UNDERREPRESENTATION 

Smooha ( 1978: 351 f.) has put together an extensive documentation of the 
political underrepresentation of Israel's Arabs in relation to their proportion 
ofthe total population. It need only be updated in the area of local politics . 

Table 38 shows the number of Arab deputies in the various Knessets. The 
numbers in parentheses refer to the total of members elected to the Knesset 
via the Arab minority lists . 

Table 38 Arab Members ofthe Kncssct, 1949-84 (number ofMKs from 
minority lists in parentheses) 

1919 1951 1955 1959 1961 1965 1969 1973 1977 1981 1981 

3(2) 8(5) 7(5) 7(5) 6(4) 7(4) 7(4) 6(3) 7( I) 5 7 

(i) POLITICAL ATTITUDES AND BEHAVIOUR 

As a result of the heightened political consciousness among Israrli Arabs, 
encouraged and conditioned by their improved educational status, protest 
attitudes and actions in the form of votes cast for the only non-Zionist party 
in the country, the Communists (and NCL from 1965 on), increased signifi
cantly, as shown in Figure 47 and Table 39. The success of the Progressiv~ 
List for Peace in 1984 fits into this pattern, which also documents the desire 
of many Israeli Arabs for bi-national institutions neither Zionist nor Com
munist in character, but instead 'pluralistic' in the sense of rejecting exclu
sivity and demanding mutual tolerance. 

The Communists' losses in 1959 were related to the already described 
rivalry with the ai-Ard Group. The losses in 1981 were less indicative of a 
renewal of willin.gncss to cooperate with the Zionist parties than of resig
nation . 

Overall participation in 1981 was considerably lower than for the local 
elections of November 1978, in which the Sons of the Village and the 
National Progressive Movement were allowed to run. While voter partici
pation reached 80% in 1973, it fell to 76% in 1977 and to only 70% in 1981 
(Elections, 1981: XXIV, 2). The participation in Moslem communities was 
lower than in Druze areas (loc. cit.), which is a further indication of protest 
behaviour, as the Druze have traditionally been better disposed towards the 
state. Except for the 1949, 1977, 1981 and 1984 Knesset elections, Arab voter 
turnouts have been higher than for Jewish voters. Despite the increase in the 
participation of Arab voters from 70% in 198 1 to 76% in 1984, the pre-1973 
levels were not reached. This continuing gap may indicate a certain resig
nation on the part of those for whom it doC'S not make sense to vote for 
bi-national , let alone Zionist, parties. The non-voters may, therefore, consist 
of basically uninterested and fatalistic eligible Arabs as well as rejectionists . 
Figures on the latter remain open to speculation - or polls, which, to this 
author's knowledge, are unfortunately lacking. 

Nevertheless, the NCL remained the party with the single largest bloc of 
voters among Israel's Arabs in 1981. The Labour bloc received the most 
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Table 39 Arab voting patterns in Israel, 1949-84 
Elections Arab 

Voters 
Participation 

(in%) 
Zionist 
Parties 

Minoriry 
Lists 

Communists PLP 

1949 
1951 
1955 
1959 
1961 
1965 
1969 
1973 
1977 
1981 
1984 

24,ooo• 
69,000• 
70,827 
75,155 
80,454 
92,505 

105,948 
119,62 7 
132,681 
168,000 
199,968 

79 
86 
90 
89 
86 
87 
85 
80 
76 
70 
76 

26·1 
28·9 
26·6 
30·2 
32·0 
33·1 
29·7 
27·1 
27·9 
48·7 
50·0 

51·7 
54·8 
57·8 
58·5 
45·6 
40·8 
41·0 
36·0 
21·5 
13·4 

22·2 
16·3 
15·6 
II ·3 
22·5 
23·1 
29·5 
36·9 
50·7 
37·9 
32·0 18·0• Estimates (rounded) by Harari, 1978: 12 and, similarly, Landau, 1971:167, 172) . 

Sources: 
Landau, 1971: 165 ff.; Harari, 1978: 12, 14; Elections, 1981: XXVI;
Cohen, 1984: 24. 

votes among Bedouins, with 50% in 1981 (Elections, 1981 : XXXI). In 
Druze communities the minority lists were the largest vote-getters, followed 
by the Labour bloc and the NCL (ibid.: XXVII). 

The 1984 elections demonstrate the first real upheaval among Israeli 
Arabs. The rejection of the Zionist parties (including their affiliated Arab 
minority lists) was more decisive than in the previous record year, 1977. 
Overall , slightly less than 50% of the vote was cas t for Zionist parties in 
1977. This dropped to a total of48% in 1984 and , for the first time, there was 
a truly bi-national alternative. Looking at the results for the individual 
parties , the setback for the Communists (NCL/Rakah) was relatively mod
est, namely, a 3% drop (from 1981) to 35%. The Alignment came in second 
with 23% in 1984, compared with about 29% in 1981 , but in the earlier 
election the Arab minority lists linked to the Maarah had attracted another 
13% of the vote. It is thus safe to say that the support for the Alignment 
among Arab voters was cut almost in half (from a total of 42% in 1981 to
23% in 1984). 

The undisputed winner among Israel's Arabs was the Progressive List for 
Peace, which got I8% of the Arah vote. The resu lts for the other parties in 
1984 were 6% for Ezcr Wcizman 's Yahad, 5% for Shinui , 3% for the J.ikud 
and 8% for the other coalition parties (data from Y. Lit ani, Haaret<. , 27 .July 
1984; A. Mantzur, Haaret<., 30july 1983; H . and R. Smith,Jemsalem Post, 3
August 1984) . 

It is practica lly self-evident that the developments described above have 
led to an 'Arabization' of the Communist vo ters . In 1955 Arabs cast only 
27·8% of the total votes for the CP, whereas they contributed 80-83% in 
1981 and 98% in 1984 (Wolffsohn, 1983a: 194; Elections, 1981: XXVII; and 
author's calculation for 1984) . 
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likely to vote for non-Zionist parties such as the Communist NCL and PLP 
or, as in 1981, deliberately not to vote at all. (see Figure 48 and, for more 
details, Wolffsohn, 1983a: 203 ff.) 

The increasingly important role of the 'Palestinian' element in the political 
consciousness of Israeli Arabs is documented in the surveys conducted by 
Peres (1976: 185 f.), Tessler (1977: esp. 317), Meari (1978: 56) and Smooha 
(1980: 58 f.). The results, with the exception ofSmooha, can also be found in 
Wolffsohn (1983a: 211 ff.). 

In opinion polls the Arabs have been offered more than just the Zionist or 
bi-national alternative which they find at the ballot box . In order to get a 
more differentiated view, let us therefore examine some of the more revealing 
polls. The Arabs of Israel are divided over the issue of Israel's right to exist, 
which was accepted by 40% in 1974/5, and by a further 35% 'with reser
vations' (Tessler, 1977: 318) . In Smooha's 1976 poll (1980: 42), 49·8% 
responded positively, 28·7% 'with reservations ' and 21·5% negatively. Three 
years earlier, Tessler had already received 25% negative responses. In 1976, 

Figurt 48 Lilr.rlihood of radical attitudts and bthaviour among 64% of all respondents considered Zionism a 'racist movement' (Smooha, 
lsratli Arabs. 1980: 42). 

Whereas 63·1% of the Druze accepted Israel's legitimacy in 1976, 57·1% 
of the Bedouins, 44·3% of the Christians and 4 7·9% of the Moslems did soNotrr: 
(Smooha, 1980: 44). I) Urban- Rural: the more urban, the more radica l. 

2) Christian-Sunnite-Druze-(Bedouins): Christians Arabs are more A comparison ofJewish and Arab attitudes concerning individual aspects 
radi ca l than Sunnites. These are more radica l than Druze and the of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is made possible by the collected results of 
latter arc m ore radica l than Bedouins. the surveys conducted in 1980 by Smooha and Peretz ( 1982) . The pollsters 

3) Old- Young: the you ng!"r th e Arabs. th e more radi ca l. found that Israeli Arabs contradict the Zionist consensus on the following 
4) Formal t"ducation a nd media exposure: the better educated and the points: (I) 1he national character of the Palestinians, (2) th e borders of 1967 , 

mor(' ('xpost" d to (A rab) medi a. th e more rad ica l. (3) recognition of the PLO as the representative of the Pales tinian people,
5) Pan -A rab influence: the more influt"nccd by pan-Arab ideas the (4) the creation of a Palestinian state on the West Bank and in the Gaza

more radi cal. 
Strip, (5) the annexation of East Jerusalem and (6) the right of the Palesti
nian refugees to return. On the other hand, Israeli Arabs do not accept the 

We can also ca ll this process one of ' radicalization' because it shows the ideology of the 'rejectionist front', which seeks to replace Israel with a 
gradual but steady erosion of the 'roots' (Latin radix, thus English 'radical') 'democratic and secular state in the whole of Palestine'. In other words, most 
of the J ewish State of Israel among its Arab population . This development of ·the polls , and especially the last one discussed, confirm our previous 
demonstrates an active, not just passive, alienation and thus an increasing statement concerning the process of 'radicalization ': Israel's Arabs do not 
unwillingness to accept the predominantly J ewish character of the state. The reject Israel 's existence but rather its predominantly Jewish substance. 
'carrot' of the bread-and -butter issues whi ch had long attracted Arab votes 
to the Labour parties can no longer compr nsate for the Jewish , i.e. Zionist, 
'stick'. This radicalization could be obse rved first among Christian Arabs 
and later among Mosl ems , Druze and finall y Bedouins (for data see Wolff 4 SOCIAL-DEMOGRAPHIC ASPECTS OF CRIME STATISTICS 
sohn, 1983: 198 f.) . Again, this is a ' radi ca l' and not an 'extreme' trend. It 
does not threaten the existence of the State of Israel, but rather its predomi The purpose of th e data prese nted here is not to prove that criminal acts are 
nantly Jewish substance. Israel's Arabs apparently des ire a different Israel, determined by socio-economic or demographic factors, but these certainly 

!not necessarily its destruction , or, if they had wanted to d es troy it , they have cannot be entirely excluded from the consideration of the motives behind 
'f come to a realization that its transformation remains the only realistic criminal acts. 

alternative. Among adults convicted of criminal offences (men over the age of 16 and 
The foll owing ca n be said of Israeli Arabs: th e you nger, the more urban, women over 18), Arabs were clearly overrepresented . Table 40 shows the 

the better educated, especially if Christian, or (Sunni) Moslem, and less so if percentage of Arab convicts followed in parentheses by the percentage of 
Druze or Bedouin , and the more exposed through the media of radio and TV Arabs in th e overall population for the given year. 
to the influences of the neighbouring Arab states, the more 'radical', that is, Untill970 about one-third of criminal acts were directed against property, 
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The Arab crime rate relative to population , 1955-82,Table 40 
( 1) Arabs as % of Total Convicts, (2) Arabs as % of Total 

Population 
1979 /9821960 1965 1970

Ytar: 1955 

36·3 34-4 28·0 25·8 23·6 23·4 
I) 

12·5 13·0 17 ·0 19·0 17·0 
12 ·5 2) 

Statistica l Abstract of /sratl , \ ·a rious ,-ols .; Socitf)•, in Israel 1975: 167. Sourcn: 

another third against perso ns and about a qu_ar t~r ir_•vol\'cd violation~ ~f 
• II ' 1 · ( ·.~ . transaressio ns against state rnst1tut1o_ns or norms.). 1 h1s
pu) IC OH e~ 1 ' -, 9 0II J98J 

las t proportion in creased to 32% in 197 9 hut fell agam to 27: to Ill . • 

(Socirtr in !Jratl, 197 5: 167 ; Stntisticnl Abstract of ISTatI. 1983: 624). fhc poht1cal 

impli ~a ti o ns arc sclf-n·ident. . . d 80/c 
In 1979. RO % of Arab criminals were J\loslcms._l2% Chnst~a~s an o 

Ortl7.e . The proportions remained nearly the same 111 19Rl (Stntzstzcal Abstract 

of hrntl, 1!182: 5~l7 . and 1983: ~2i).. . 
In 1982 about o ne half ofa lljU\Tilllr offences \HTe cumnllttcd by Arabs,~~ 

reported by a special ill\-cstigati\T comm ittee (j~ru.wlnn Post, o~crseas edl· 
· 1"17 June 19R4). A quarter of these cnmes was earned out by

uon, ~.r . d . . The 
youngsters ,~ · ho had com e to I srael from thr occup1r terr~to_nes. 

prop~rtion ofju\Tnil_~ offences commi tt ed bY Arabs rose from 29 Yo 111 1978 to 
49% in 1982 (Inc. Cit.) . . . . 

In the criminal statistics fo r J ews. cnmmals of Afncan desc_ent were t~e 
most numerous . followed bY Sabras. who pmhed J ews from. As1an cou~t~es 
· t tl · d pl~c~ ' 1970 B,· 1979 Sabras w ere actualh· lcadmg the statistiCS111111 o 11 r " ' · · . · · · · · iaf1 
when the ba ckground of the father was not takrn into account (StatiSt 
tlh .llrnct of /lrarf , 19fl2 : 597. and 19fl3 : 62t: Socir~r in_ hrnrl, 197~: 169). 

\\"hilc . sn--85% of all cri m es ('()111Jllitt ecl b\' .JC\n<>h adults Ill the pe 
from 19()0 tn 197 ·1 were ;-~gainst prnpcrt\· (Snt~r~r in l_srarl ,_ 1975: 169).' 
prnpmt ion sank to 29% h\· I 9~~). at which_ln·dJt rem~mrd Ill 19_81 . As In 

case nf Arab adults . 32% ol rnme<>_n> mmltt('d bY.Je\\lsh adults m}9!9 
a~ain~t ' public order', whrr~a<> tl11s prrrer.•tage had b een only 7 Yo Ill I 
(Joe. rit. ). Thi<> is a dramatiC ch ange whrch c~ n hardly. b,e un~erstood 
non-political terms or without reference tn ·sono-cconomlc mauves. 

Fl RTIIT:R RT:.IIJI.\"G 

c;E:'\ER .-\1. \\'<lRKS• 
[r\ r~t Kra 11 ~ 7 (rd .) Situ/in Q/ l< rnrli Sn( ir!r. '2 , .,,Is . (:"\rw York: Praegrr, 1980, I 1 
D<f.· Fri,.

1
1Ja 1Hkl and Cakin (;old~riH'idr-r. Thr PQprtlntion of !Jrael (New 

CPlumbia l1 nin·r~itY Prf'SS, IC17~1) . 

FannY G1nor. Sorin - f:r~ 11 omir Ui•pnritir• in hrnrl (:"\rw Brunswick, NJ: 
B ~tks . ;-~nd Trl -:\,·h ·: Trl -:hi ,· l'ni\'!~ rsit\·. 19i9). ,1 

S. N . F.i~cmtadt. /onrli Sorirtr (London: \\' ridr nfr ld & Nicolson, 1964); ' the 

THE POPULATION 

POLITICAL GENERATIONS 

Unfortunately, the in-depth analyses of the political generations of the founding 
lathers have been written in Hebrew. Therefore the reader will have to consult 
histories of the Zionist movement and parties. Nevertheless, one may get a general, 
though journalistic, picture by reading: 
Amos Elon, The lsraelis- Foundm and Sons (New York: Bantam Books, 1971) . 
On American Jews who immigrated to Israel, see: 
Kevin Avruch, American Immigrants in Israel (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 

1981 ). 
Aaron Antonovsky and Abraham D . Katz, From the Golden to the Promised Land 

(Jerusalem : Academic Press, and Darby, PA: Norwood, 1979) . 
On Ameri can and Soviet immigrants, see: 
Zvi Gitelman, Brcoming lsrnrlis. Political Sociali?.ation of Soviet and American Immigrants 

(New York: Praeger, 1982) . 
On Oriental Jews, see: 
Sammy Smooha, The Orientation and Politici?.ation of the Arab Minority in Israel (Haifa: 

The Jewish-Arab Centre, Institute of Middle East Studies , 1980) ; 
Marc L. Robbins , 'The strategy of innocence: political resociali1.ation of Orient;~! 

Jews in Israel ', unpublished PhD dissertation , Princeton University. 
On German-Jewish immigrants who were less decisive for the politi cal system, see: 
Shlomo Erel, 50 .Jahre lmmi,gration deutschsprachiger Juden (Gerlingen: Blei cher, 1983) ; 
David M . Elcott, 'The political resuscitation of German Jews in Palestine, 

1933--1939', unpublished PhD dissertation, Columbia University, New York; 
Gerda Luft, 1-ifimkrhr ins Unbtkannte (Wuppertal: Peter Hammer, 1977) ; 
Eva Beling, Dir gmllschaftliche Eingliederong deutscher Einwandmr in Israel (Frankfurt am 

Main : Europaische Verlagsanstalt, 1967). 

ORIENTAL JEWS 

Eliezet Ben-Rafael, Thr £mrrgrncr ~f £tlmicil)•. Cullurnl Groups and Soria/ Conflirt in l.rrarl 
(Westport, Conn., and London: Greenwood Press, 1982) . 

Moshe Shokcid and Shlomo Deshrn , Di.1/ant Relation.!. £/hnirity and Politirs among Arnhs 
and North African }m•s in l.rrael (New York: Pracger, 1 982). 

Sammy Smooh;-~, hrarl. Pluralism mrd Conflict (Berkeley, Calif. University of California 
Press, and London: Rou tledge & Kegan Paul , 1978) ; a classi c, but a polemical one. 

ARABS 

Alouoh Hareven ( cd.) , Em)' Sixth lsrarli . Relations between the .Jewish Majoril)• and the 
Arab Minority in lsra t l (Jerusalem: \'an Lrer Foundation, 1983 ). 

Taiyona Pcled and Da\'id B;-~r-Gal , lnlm•mlion Activities in Arab-Jewish Relations : 
Conceptuali?.ation, Classifrration and Emlunlion (Jerusalem: Israel Institute of Applied 
Social Research, 1983) . 

lan Lustick, Arab.1 in the jtll'iJh Stale. 1Jrad'.1 Control of a Nationnl Minori!l' (Austin, 
Texa~ : Uni vers ity of Texas Press , 1980) . 

Sammy Smooha, The Orirnlation nnd Politici?.alion of the A rnb Minori!l' in l.rrarl (Haifa: 
University of IJaif;-~ , Thr Ar;-~h-.Jewish Centre, Institute of Middle East Studies, 
1980). 

J-cob M. Landau , The Jlrnb s in lsrarl. A Political Study (London: Oxford University 
Press, 1971 ). 

also the sections on Elrctiuns (A/1/3) and Oriental .Jews (B/VI/2) . 


