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TRAOT-SYRTAN UNITY SEEN IN CONTEXT OF IRANIAN THREAT
Beirut THE ARAB WORLD WEEKLY in English 23 Jun 79 pp 19-20

[Text] The bilateral summit meeting in Baghdad between Syrian President
Hafez Al Assad and Iragi President Ahmed Hassan Al Bakr produced the
expected results: a re-affirmation of the will to unifv the two countries
and the creation of a unified political command, whic¢h replaces but dees
not bolster, the joint higher political committee which wrs 2lso ferm

of the two chiefs of state.

What the summit, and the flnal decliration of Jvne 19, clearly demon-
strated, however, was that the unification of the two states would
precede the unification of the two Baath parties. Although tals conclu-

sion does not give a clear indication of the speed with which the unificas"
tinn process will he rarried out, it demonstrated, bevoud doubt, that it was

Syvia who, in the finai analysis, had the last say on the question.

Before the summit was held, Traqi official statements and press reports
uiderlined the need for unifying the party and even said that the unifica-
tinn of the Baath Party would be the condition sine qua non to the
uniflication'of the two states' institutions and structures.

However, the final document, dubbed the "Baghdad declaration' dwelt verv s
lirtle on the question of party re-unification. [t only 1ncludes three *°

or four lines that say that a Partv committee will be formed to lay down
the necessary principles, studies and documents required for the unifica-
tinn of the Party that would be carried out simultaneously with the
constiturfonal unification of the two states. The commitree is tu be
hiaded by Interior Minister Tzzat Ibrahim for Traq, and Mohammed Haidar
for Syria, and not by more rominent members of the parties,

Furthermore, in declarations he made to reporters during the summit,
Syrian President Assad never mentioned the word "party' while Tragqi

Vice President Saddan Hussein often insisted on that point. Mr Saddam
Husscin made a very significant declaration to the press Just after
Frezident Assad's departure, saying that the unification of the two states
had "eutrun" that of the parties and that it was necessary to make up

for the delays.
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In ather terms, contrary to expectations based on the fact that Iraq was
seen as having a strong edge over Syria, it was Syria which, in the final
analysis, brought Iraq around to its own way of thinking.

The me .o reason for this reversal of the situation is seen in the develop-

ment that occurred prior to the summit, and mainly in Iraq's involvement
in rhe Khuziztan problems in Iran, and in Tran's picking on Irzag.

The race has begun between Irag and Iran on who will be the side in charge
f the region's security after the downfall of the Shah's Iran but Irag has

its own views and conditions on the matter and has already taken action
Against Communists, in Traq first and elsewhere in the Arab wcrld and has

dvcused Tran of still being the "beagle" of imperialism in the region. But

Iran's now regime has not relingquished the former role that the country

plaved in the region and benefits here from the fact that the L.5. has
wsted so much in that country that it is not totally unwilling to do

Wt witch it, especially in view of the fact that Iraq is posing conditions

vl dpes pot aim te be a mere instrument.

[ran and the Tragi-Tranian dispute served as the background t~ the talks

wtween the Syrian and Traqi leaders; the latter being aware (hat Svria

e roc have the same attitude towards Iran and maintains sound relations
¢l "ne new Tranghn leadership. Shortly before the summit couvened,

roport s spoke of a possible Syrian mediation between ITraq and Iran .and

et or was even talk that President Assad could personallyv go directly

m iehdad to Tehran for this purpose.

~nservers see it that the Iranian threat to Irag is becoming more and
1 bocause Shia contestation in Iraq is becoming more and
“ore servious, especially in the South of the country ind among the followers
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f Im Rakr Sadre who lives under house arrest in the Najaf. Rumours
tizve beyun to circulate concerning demonstrations and irncidents.

Wi would appear that it was the Tranian threat which dreve Iraq to
apt o more lenieat stand concerning Svria's views of unity hetween the
% uountries, especially because of the role that Svria could plav in

the Trasi-iranian dispute.

ar tnly reason, the summit meeting did not come out with more than an
isscrtion tnat the two sides were still enzaged although the wedding may
e a4 long time to be held. Tt constituted an attempt at ncormalization
arad v rilination, more than unification, and almost equdlizec the force
il int lnence of the two sides.

whethier artication roves will be driven further now hinges on manv
facter:, the main ones being whether the U,S, launches a new diplomatic
inirtarive rimed at havinp more Arab sides join the peace proceoss, and
wiethier the Soviet Union will rospond te the demands that Svrian
Preciuent Assad will make whed he visits Mas~nw later on.
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