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r r~xt) The bilateral SU'TI!" ·" nee>ting in Baghdad between .-.rl.lrl Prt>c.,ident 
t- fe~ Al Asc;ad and Irctqi President Ahmed H1ssan Al Bakr f' ••rl•lCt.•c' the 
t- pected rec;ults: a re-affirndtion nf t~e will to unif r',t> two<. •untrics 
dnd the. credtion of a unified po:itical c-oJT111land, whid ~er,J, <'<, uut dn's 
not bolster, the joint ~igher ?Ol iticdl col'liTlittee whic ~ "" I.,, c rn. 
>r the two chiefs of c.,tate. 

wr, t the Str.mlit, af'd the f ... nal dE-'Cl-"ration of Jl·ne 1q, r l ' lt>l"''·f'

:""tltt>d, however, wee; that the unitication of the two 5 .Jtf<; -J •tlt' 
,•Tf''Pde the unif1 ation of the two B~ath ~arties. Alth,u~n t•• >wlu
~Ion loes not g1ve d clear ird&Catlon cf the speed with w.:rh tt uniflca-
,. ,n proces .. wi 11 ,_,<' ;:~rried o•1t, it demonstrated, bPvo••l <lC'uut, trat 1 t was 
~ria who, in t'1e findi analv•.is, had the last say on the quec,tion. 

B- or<> the c,u :mit W'l~ held, Ir"lqi •fficial statements a •d oru.~ -reports 
u1. •rlln•·c. thP need for unifying the party and even sa•.l 1-hat thr> mific-a
r i~ 1 of thP B..t;.tr P~r ty w')ulrl be the roud it ion sine quCJ no'l to trw 
urification·,f tht twn c;tates' institutions and structun~> 

f ,, 1:!./••r, thl f ..ndl document, duhbf'd the "Baghdad declar, L.---n' dwt>lt VPrv 
,..':lF· on t~e quP~t1on \"~ pdrty r~'-unification. It on~" nc "uti•'~ thrl"t' .; 
f~"'ur li'le<> th,lt sav that a Part· committee will be fC':rcd t .., 1.1y down 

t w ,ecessary print ip1es, studies and documents requirec for tht. un; fie .'1

tln,, of the Par""y that would b£ carried out simultaneom b w1th tJ-,,. 
r lr .titutional uni;irat1o:-. nr the two states. The c-omM: tt•e ic; t•• he 
h d it. 1 by fnter ior "fin ic:;tf'r T7zat Tbrahim for Iraq, and ~' r,am"wd H.tidar 
fnr iyria, ;md not hy more 1.rn8if1l'Ot members of the part it>s. 

F• rthtnnorP, in derLtrato.on'> hf> mo-lt.· t<l reporters during the ,,u .it, 
yr n Pre<,idPnt Ass:td nPver mentioned the word "party" \.,rhil£> Tr.tqi 

Vi'P Prec;id£·nt C)addan. Hussein oftPn insist~d on that poir.t. Mr ~midam 

fiu ,fin 111c1de ,1 vt:;ry !'.ignificant declaration to the pres!'. )u<:,r- .-1ftf'r 
Pr · 1c! nt Ac,•,.Jd's Jeparturc, saying that the unificatior of thP two states 
h;ti "e> •trun" that of th£• partie<> tnd that it was necessa, v tn m,Jkf' up 
h>r t~e delayR. 
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I t,1 r tt:·rrn...,, c'mtrarv to expectations based on the fart tl"11t Iraq was 
"'t •n l" h wln6 d ->trong edgt: ovet Syrta. it was Syria which, in the final 
dr 11 Yfd...,, brought Irdq .tround to its own way of thinkinp:. 

,I] redbvn for this reversal of the situ~tion is seen in the develop
n •r t • it oc~urred prior t0 th~ summit, and mainly in Iraq's involvement 
• r .. i{'luZ.i.Ltan problems in ~ran, and in Itdn's picking on lL<O • 

r' e hds bt>gun betwet>n Ir 1q anG Iran on who will be the s i ~., •n rharge 
f tht• rP~ion'<> sE.•curitv .:1ttt:r the dovnfall of the Shah's IrN' but Irdq has 

itc, •w.l \fiews and conditions on the matter and has already ta~··n <Jction 
. ; .tf's• ,;,,mmunists, in Iraq first and elsewhere in the Arab w( •:d ar.d has1 

·' tht • Irdn of c;til1 bein;r the "beagle" of imperialism in th( r~..·ir,n. But 
• •p' ·~regime has not relinquished the former role that t~ •0untry 

... n the re~·1 'n Jnd benefits here fron the fact that th l , . 1),1s 

.. , 1 '>Cl mur h in that country that it is not totallv unwilli.n~ ro do 

.Lth it, fSpectdllv in view of the fact that !ra~ is pos·rg conditions 
l • ..., Pot aim tc be a mere instrument . 

•• ,n t"'• the Trilqi-"!:ranian dispute served as the background t th< talks 
, u •.. ," tr1' Syr ... ar. 1rd :ra.r.i 'eaders; the l..ttter being aware '.1t -.ria 
~. h .... vc the S.l.~.e attitude towards Iran and maintains so r n 'dtionc; 
, t new fr1ni'~n lcadership. Shortly bE!fore the summit t.'O, 't" '

n ~ '"-'-' ( t" '' oossib ... ~· Syr1:1n mediati,)n between Ir.:1q and . y~n .tnd 
t y tVer. tdlk. that President Assad could personallv go ''t.'··t:v• 

!.. r< t-' Tt'hr 10 for this rnrpose. 

·) • rverc:; see lt th·1t tne Iranian threat to Iraq is bec0m:.ng r Cite and 
· ,te: (.Ver'/ .1.. h• 'iluse Shia contestation tn Iraq is bee )r i 1 ~ mot(' and 

· >r<• • i•>t ?'-'C ~1llv i'l the South of the country md amor~ the followers 
Tl" • ' .n , 1 ire who l ivPs •mder ho•1se ,trrest in the :-.lajaf. Rumnurs 

t. !• • t .. .1.1 to t irculate concerning denonstrations and ir.cidents . 

. ,dd 1ppo:.>,r that it was the Iranian threat which dre>vt> :r-·r; to 
• , t ··•pe :.P:e~t ~tand concerning Svria's views of unitv ht>'~" ·n the 

c r,"'•t'S, t'">~, ·lly berause nf the role that Svria C0'11 p.) in 
t ,-,rantdr• :tL-;Jute. 

,.. • re ,son, tnc ~ummi t r.-~eeting d i.d not rome out with mort. than an 
.· .. n1t tht t'..'> qde::; were still engaged althou~'f) the '-'<dding may 

• l >r,~· til"e t..> ">•· held. It constituted an attempt at .1rnrnliz.ation 
•' • r!i'l<ltion, -ore than unification. and nlmost equalized the force 

,,, •n t•'1re of tb.e two ~ides . 

• t I t, 1 r l• tt ton r:-c•vt s wi ~' be ct• i 't•n ftJrther now 'f)inJ:;e., o. !".tnv 
1 l• ''It: ~••tin "'TICS ht·tn~ whf'ther the I',S. l:1unches .1 nt•w dtplorr1lic 

1r ,t i. •, 't· 1m£'d .1t }11vinr ::1ore Ar.1h sirlC'c; 1C'lin the peac<' proc '">S, and 
~on. tl,,. th~ <;.lvit•t ln1on will nspon•l tn tt,c d(>m.1nds th<1t Svri 10 

l'•t•, ,,_,.A s.1d ~·111 .....,kc w'l(lri ~If' •rtsfts "ns ~r,·.r l.1ter on. 
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