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Health officials urge travelers to get

polio vaccine before visiting Israel

By L.E. SCOTT
Exponent Staff

People should take a dose of the polio vaccine before they
g0 to Israel, urges the Centers for Disease Control in Atlanta.
A CDC advisory recommending the vaccine will soon be
sent to health departments, private physicans and travel

agents, Jim Mize; a public health adviser at the CDC; said last

Friday.

“We strongly advise a traveler gctling the vaccine at this
time,”” Mize said. ‘‘As of this morning, lsracl has 16 cases
diagnosed."”.

As a result of the CDC rocommendauon. the Federation of
Jewish Agencies of Greater Philadelphia has recommended
that mission participants get boosters before they travel.

Federation received a reminder. of the CDC position from

the United Jewish Appeal in New. York.. Gerald S. Nagel, ;
: UJAsduectorofpubhc relations, said, ““We strong]ysupport’.:
- travel to Israel Our policy in this matter was to adhere to the
advice of lhe CDC in. Allama,.and we. passed along: their. -~

advice to federations throughout the United States.”” pENE
_The CDC’s Mize said, ‘“Most people in the Umtcd States

received polio shots or oral vaccine on sugar cubes as children,

i~

but now, if they’re going to be in’ ‘one of the countries with. ;

polio, which 1£lcll.ld¢$ Isracl thcy should recewc a smgle poho :

booster.”’ .
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Eleven of the cases in Isracl havc been dlagnoscd in Hadera.

38 miles northeast of Tel Aviv, he said. The polio virus has
been found in sewage in the areas of Akko, Rehovot, Hadera
and Lod-Ramla, according to the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.
In a discrepancy with the CDC’s figures, the JTA reported
-10 confirmed cases and ‘“‘three or four suspected cases.””.
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In Jerusalem, the Health Ministry announced that Israel’s
entire population will be reinoculated against polio by the end
of October. The immunization campaign began Sunday with
the- vaccination of newborn babies and toddlers at 1,000
health clinics.

*“There is no reason at all for panic,”” said Health Minister

‘-—Shoshana Arbch—Almoshno “This is a precauuonary mea-
sure.”" . y

The Huahh Ministry said it was acting on rccommendanons
of three international polio experts: Professor Joseph Melnick
of Houston, Professor Walter Orlstein of the CDC and Dr.
Michael Rey of the World Health Orgamunon, a- U.N.
agency.

The Sa.lk vaccine, conta.mmg dead virus, is admmmered by

** injection: ‘The Sabin vaccine, which consists=of - liveabut.. -

T wu.kcned virus, is taken orally. DA o 50, Fh;‘%
- Until now, the Health Ministry had confined its vmmnod
campaign to the Hadera and. Lod-Ramla regions.=iSasig -3
*”  Meanwhile, in.the United States, Mize said thaf his:agency

- has recommended since 1982-that travclers-be"mocu!ated i 7 :

-+ they were going (o any country that has cases of poho which

_includes- all nations except Canada, New Zaland ugl.raha =
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Eastcm “and -Western Europe, and Japan.

" The CDC is sending out:the advisory, Mlzc saxd beaiuse of

_a lack- of -general* know]edge about’ t‘le necd for*’ poho
_vaccination for travelers.. = e

=7 --**We think attention ought to be called tcrwhat wv: 've been

- recommending for several years,” he said: ““The risk of going

to Israel is no greater than that in dcvelomng counmcs in

¥ _Afnca or South America.”” - - i : W
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