
200ECEMBER 1986 MEED 49 

part of an attempt to break PLO 
influence 1n the occup1ed temtones. 
stressmg that the intentiOn was to 
improve conditions for Palestm1an 
res1dents. Ris1ng unemployment 1n 
Jordan 1s seen by many observers as 
one reason for the government's 
1ncreased interest m the scheme. It is 
w1dely felt that a cont1numg mflux 
of people from the West Bank 
would soon put an intolerable stram 
on Amman. 

Under the programme. Jordan 
mtends to contnbute 20-2 5 percent 
of the $1 ,300 m1llion planned to be 
spent in the West Bank and Gaza 
over five years. The money would be 
used for housmg, ut1lities and 
educat1on projects. and to contmue 
to pay the salanes of c1v1l servants, 
teachers and mun1c1pal workers, 
wh1ch has been Jordan's responsi­
bility smce 196 7 . 

The general emphasis of Jordan's 
own five-year plan - towards more 
balanced reg1onal development. Im­
proved agnculture. and job creation 
- was well rece1ved at the confer­
ence. However. several partic ipants, 
particularly from the Arab states. 
felt that at 5. 1 per cent, the pro­
jected average annual growth in 
GOP was over-amb1tious . They also 
expressed concern about the eco­
nomy's tendency towards over-con­
sumption, wh1ch makes it danger­
ously reliant on foreign financing. 

Revelations in late November of 

secret arms sh1pments from the US 
to Iran v1a Israel came as a senous 
blow to Amman. The US act1ons 
severely undercut Jordan 's pos1t10n 
as both a moderate ally of Washing­
ton and a staunch supporter of Iraq . 

Since the act1ons underlined the 
int1mate relationship between the 
US and Israel. they also put pa1d to 
hopes of any meanmgful US move 
on the Arab-Israeli conflict. As a 
result , King Hussam has. more 
strongly than ever. been promotmg 
the 1dea that the best chance for a 
solution to the conflict lies 1n Jn 
1nternat1onal conference. Israel, 
however, remams totally opposed 
to such an 1dea. 

fhe us· read1ness to supply 
weapons to Iran contrasted w1th the 
obstacles 1t put 1n the path of Jor­
dan. Kuwa1t and Saudi Arabia. Early 
1n 1986. Hussa1n faded to convmce 
the US Senate of Jordan's su1tabdity 
as an arms reop1ent . Desp1te assur­
ance from Secretary of State George 
Shultz that the $1.900 million pack­
age was "absolutely necessary." 
Congress overwhelmmgly vetoed 
the sale 1n early February . 

The meet1ng m Damascus m De­
cember 1985 between Hussain and 
Syria's President Asad had been 
seen as openmg a new chapter m 
mter-Arab politics. Hussam' s Febru­
ary 1986 break with the PLO ­
when 25 Fatah offices were closed 
and PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat's 
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visited Amman, and Hussam actedsecond -in-command was expelled 
as mediator in an effort to bring- seemed to confirm this judge­
Syria and Iraq closer together, man­ment, since. desp1te the1r divisions, 
aging to remain on good terms withSyna and Jordan share an interest in 

negating PLO independence as rep­ both parties. 
On the economic side, develop-resented by Arafat. In May, Asad 
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