
to expand the Beni Suef works (MEED
18:10:86).
The prospective bidders are West

Germany s Lurgi, theUK's Davy McKee
anda Japanese consortium ol KobeSteel
Companyand MitsubishiCorporation.
Client is the NationalCement Company.
Beni Suef's first line is being builtby Kobe \
and Mitsubishi, according to a 45,000
million yen ($280 million) contract signed in
late 1985. Aconcessionary loan from
Tokyoto help to Mnancethe scheme —
which was restricted to Japanese bidders
— was finallyapproved by the people's
assembly in mid-1986 (MEED 14:6:86).

The government recently ruled that
cement works must be built in a complete
turnkey operation. Fiftyper cent of the
equipment must be locally made, and half
the payments made in local currency.
Proiects must be put out to international
tender.

In an effort to improve the generally low
performance of the industry, a plan is
going ahead to set up a jointventure to
manage and maintaincement works.The
scheme is being handled byArabSwiss
Engineering Company (ASEC), a joint
venture between the five local cement
companies and Switzerland's Holderbank
Management &Consulting (MEED
25:10:86).

International companies have also
expressed interest in a plan to reclaim
cement dust which, at present, is wasted in

the production process An estimated 400
tonnes a day could be reclaimed
countrywide ifthe appropriate equipment
were to be installed, industry observers
say . ->

Fresh options studied for
Cairo treatment plant y
Fresh proposals lor the disposal of sewage
from the east bank area of Cairo are being
studied by the Cairo Wastewater
Organisation (CWO). Theoriginalplan to
award two contracts for building and
equipping a treatment works at Gabal
el-Asfar, as part of the first phase of the
Greater Cairo Wastewater Project, was
abandoned because the bids exceeded
the foreign currency ceiling set by the
client. The east bank work is being
financed by grants and loans fromthe UK
(MEED 13:9:86).

The new proposals have been prepared
by American-British Consultants
(Ambric), which is supervising the
citywide scheme. Ambric comprises the
UK's Taylor Binnie &Partners, and two
US consultants — Black & Veatch
International Company and Camp
Dresser McKee. Work on the west bank of
the Nile is being financed by the US
Agency for International Development
(USAID).

Two basic options are being studied,
both entailing the disposal of 1million
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cubic metres of wastewater a day. The first
ensures the flow of sewage from the east
bank system to Gabal el-Asfar, northeast of
the city, and into a dram that will carry the
etfluent to Lake Manzala. west of Port Said.
The second is to build a complete
wastewater treatment plant at Gabal el-
Asfar.

The first option, which could include
some preliminary sewage treatment, is
cheaper. Plans for a full treatment works
are preferable on sanitation grounds, but
would require substantial additional
finance, industry observers say. The
original plan entailed building a 250,000-
cubic-metre-a-day treatment plant as part
of the first phase, with daily capacity being
raised to 1 million cubic metres in later

stages.
In two rounds of bidding for the civil works

contract for Gabal el-Asfar — as originally
conceived — all the offers exceeded the
£30 million sterling ($42 million) foreign
currency limit.The revised plans have
raised the possibility of non-British firms
becoming involved in the east bank
proiect, which until now has been an
exclusively UK-local preserve.

The delay on the treatment plant means
the east bank scheme now comprises nine
contracts, with a combined value of about
£210 million sterling ($296 million), plus
£E 427 million ($314 million). Work is
proceeding on eight of the contracts;
negotiations about price revisions are

m
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going on for the final |ob. contract 9.
TheUK'sKier International, with local

partner El-Nasr Building &Construction
Company (Egyco), was awarded contract
9 inlate 1985 for £36 million sterling ($51
million), plus £E 38 million ($28 million).
However, Kier was unable to proceed
because ofdelays inapproving the UK line
of credit for thework, andCWO's difficulty
inraising the necessary downpayments.
Both problems have now been resolved,
but the contractor is understood to be
seeking approval for price increases
resulting from the delay.

IN BRIEF

• Discounts ofup to $1 30 a barrel forcontract
buyersofcrudeoil havebeen announced bythe
Egyptian General Petroleum Corporation
(EGPC). The discounts —available for 1-5
November liftings —brought theprice ofthelop
grade Suez blend and Ras Bahar crudes down
to$11.20 a barrel, from$12.50 inthe second half
ofOctober. The prices ofcheaper grades came
down byabout $1a barrel. Falling sales in
mid-October obliged EGPC tocutprices by
$0.60 a barrel (MEED 25:10:86).

• Hungary's Ongrachem has supplied 15,000
tonnes of ammonia, calcium ammonium nitrate
and urea fertilisers to local buyers so far in 1986.
Thefertilisers have been supplied at discounted
prices. Budapest press reportssay.

• Thecivicdesign department ofthe UK's
Liverpool university has been retained as
consultant fora scheme tocarry out part ofa
masterplan for Alexandria in 2005. A team from
theuniversity completed themasterplan in early
1984. Thenewscheme entailscarrying outa
pilot residentialelement ofthe plan, toprovide
integrated housing and community
development. Government involvement is to be
kept toa minimum, and urban development is to
be harmonised with the needs ofagricultureand
land reclamation. The work isbeing financed by
the UK'sOverseas Development Administration.

• Indiancompanies have orders worthRs 50.
million ($3.9million) for the supplyof
pharmaceuticals.Thecontractswereplaced at
anOctoberexposition heldin Cairo bya group
of Indian manufacturers. Additional
pharmaceuticals contracts, with a combined
value ofabout Rs 200 million ($15.6 million), are
expected tobe signed inearly1987,says
Ramu S Deora. who chairs the Chemicals &
AlliedProducts Export Promotion Council of
India.

• Acontract tosupply 11,000 bales ofjute
goods has gone to WanSingapore. The
merchant shipper guoted $1.5 million for the
January shipment of 8.000 bales ofsacking and
3,000 bales ofcotton packs.

• Talks aboutUK-financed projects aretobe
held bythe Egyptian-British co-operation
committee in London in mid-November. The

mamissues on the agenda will be delays and
financing problemson the Greater Cairo
Wastewater Proiect, andascheme toreopen Ihe
Maghara coalmine in Sinai (seeabove).
• Aplan toallow commercialbanks todeal
directin foreign currency, accordingtoa flexible
exchange rate, is being studied bythe Central
BankofEgypt. Exchange rate reform isone ot
the key issues being discussed withthe IMF.
which has had a negotiating team inCairo since
late October. Thegovernment isoptimisticthat
agreement on an IMFstandby credit can be
reached soon (MEED 1:11:86).

• Arevised exchange rate of$1 = £E 1 80 has
been introduced for officials claiming foreign
currency allowances.

• Plans arein hand tobuild a motion picture city
otf the Alexandria to Cairo desert road.
Information Minister Safwat el-Sherif says.

• TheEEChas agreed to provide a ECU 1.9
million ($1.9million) grant for training at the
Egyptian InstituteforLabourRepresentation

• Co-operation with Jordan in coal-fired
electricityschemes isenvisaged, according to
an energy protocol signed on 1 November. A
lointplan will be drawn up forcoal imports for
power stations in both countries, and for the
construction of coal storage depots on the Red
Sea coast, Electricity &EnergyMinister
Mohamed Maher Abaza says. Egypt isplanning
to build a 2,600-MWcoal-fired power station and
coal port at Zaafarana. on the Gulf ot Suez:
Jordan has plans to build a coal-fired station at
Agaba(MEED 111:86).

• About 100 Islamic activists were arrested in
clashes with police in Asyut in late October and
early November.

• Sweden's King Carl Gustav ended a five-day
visit on 4 November.

• A50-year-old Cairo musician who appliedfor
a telephone line 15 years ago dropped dead as
he was reaching tosign his long-awaited
contract at a Cairotelephone company office,
local newspapers report.

ETHIOPIA

• Ethiopian Airlines has started a fortnightly
service to East Berlin,via Khartoum, Cairo and
Athens. Flights, which began on4 November,
leave Addis Ababa every secondTuesday,
returning the following day.

• Lieutenant-Colonel Berhanu Bayih was
appointed foreign affairs minister on 4
November. Afounding member of the ruling
dergue, he has until nowheld the labour and
social affairsportfolio. Bayihreplaces Goshu
Wolde, who resigned on 27October, saying he
could no longer serve ina government that was
leading thecountry into "misery and
destruction."

IRAN

$1 billion gas refinery
nears completion
A$1.000million gas-gathering and
refining complex at Nar-Kangan, on the
Gulf, isneanng completion, the Oil Ministry
said inOctober. Construction work for the
Narfield will be complete by late 1987; the
nearby Kanganfield —which isbigger —
will be brought on stream later.

Thecomplex, knownas Vah Asr,was
planned before the 1979 revolution; much
of the equipment was delivered then.
Construction did notbegin until late 1984,
with a workforce of nearly 2.500, including
more than 1,000 South Koreans.

Vali Asr will havea daily refining capacity
of34 million cubic metres, expandable to
80million cubicmetres, proiect manager
Hossam-Khani says. The four refining units
will be fed by 23 gas wells.

The Nar-Kangan gas fields were
originallyintended to supply the Soviet
Union through the planned IGAT-2
trunkline. However, work on the line
stopped at Isfahan, after the revolutionary
authorities cancelled the deal. There is
now talkof reviving the agreement with
eventual gas supplies of 90 million cubic
metres a day (MEED30:8:86).
Consultantfor Nar-Kangan isan

unidentified Iraniancompany. The
identities of the foreign firms involved are
also not known.

West Germans to supply
fishing vessels
A$70 million order for 16fishing trawlers
has gone to West Germany's Jansen
Werft. Thevessels are for delivery overthe
next few years. The first four willbe built in
WestGermany, with Jansen helpingto
build the remainder at an Iranianshipyard.

The 45-metre trawlers will have
processing and deep-freezing facilities for
shrimp. The Iranianfisheries organisation
says the vessels will help to raise the
annual shrimp catch to 30,000 tons in five
years. Twenty-two shrimp trawlers are now
working in the Gulf.

Officials announced in October that 10
250-500-ton fishing vessels chartered from
Chinawould start operating near the Strait
ofHormuzinlate November (MEED
1:11:86). Thegovernment said some years
ago that itplanned to buildup a large fleet
to exploit Gulf fisheries resources for
export.

MANPOWER FROM SRI LANKA
^K^^ and speak English, are
Contractors are now turning to Sri Lanka for their manpower ren, r»m»nt? w»! ef*% l°"L~ areason wh* International
Wehavesupplied thousand worked
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